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5.5 cr households got drinking

water supply, says Shekhawat

NEW DELHI: Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat on Wednesday said the
government provided drinking
water supply to 5.5 crore house-
holds since the launch of the Jal
Jeevan Mission despite all odds
posed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Addressing the 5th ISC-
FICCI Sanitation Awards and
India Sanitation Conclave, he
said a total of 8.5 crore house-
holds have drinking water sup-
ply at their home now.

“In 70 years, just 17 per
cent households had tap water
facilities but despite all odds of
Covid, we provided additional
water to 27 per cent of house-
holds and in absolute numbers,
the three crore households
where water reached now
that number has risen to 8.5
crore. Now 5.5 crore house-
hold women have got rid of the
curse,” he said. Shekhawat said
the Jal Jeevan Mission is being
implemented keeping women
at the centre stage. “The 73rd
amendment of the Constitu-
tion says that all these pro-
grammes must be community
owned and we implemented
all the programmes keeping

women at the centre. During
this Covid period we trained
7.5 lakh women and gave field
testing kit to them to ensure
that quality water is delivered
to them,” he said.

The Jal Jeevan Mission,
launched in 2019, is envisioned
to provide safe and adequate
drinking water through indi-
vidual household tap connec-
tions by 2024 to all households
in rural India. Noting that the
current government gave a life
of dignity to women by going
open defecation free, the min-
ister said the focus is now on
behaviour change.

“When we talk about com-

plete sustainability then faecal
waste, solid and liquid waste
and plastic waste and cattle
generated waste...a solution of
itatvillage level and its disposal
has to be achieved with a clus-
ter-based approach and we are
working on it,” he said.

He said the work has started
to develop a water protocol in
the country.

“Across the country, we are
working on establishing water
quality testing laboratories in
each district, and 2,000 such
laboratories have been estab-
lished and in the next one year
we will have 6,000 such labora-
tories...,” he said. MPOST
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Heavy rains pound TN, depression
forms: to cross coast on Nov 11

A red alert is a warning for state agencies to be prepared and take suitable action

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAI: Heavy rains
pounded several regions of
Tamil Nadu on Wednesday as
the well marked low pressure
area over Bay of Bengal con-
centrated into a depression,
which is likely to cross the coast
by November 11 evening.

The weather system is likely
to cross north Tamil Nadu
and adjoining south Andhra
Pradesh coasts between Kara-
ikal and Sriharikota, close to
the north of Puducherry by
November 11 evening, a fresh
update of the Meterological
department said.

The intermittent, light to
moderate rainfall on Wednes-
day in Tamil Nadu, picked up
pace by the evening.

It became almost non-stop
and heavy in several regions,
particularly the northern dis-
tricts of Tamil Nadu, including
Chennai and nearby Chengel-
pet, Tiruvallur, Kancheepuram
and Villupuram.

“There is widespread rain-
fall now in Tamil Nadu. It
intensified after 8 PM, espe-

on Wednesday

People wade through a waterlogged street following heavy rain at KM Garden in Purasaiwakkom in Chennai
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cially in the northern regions,”
a weather department official
here told the news agency.

Announcing the expected
formation of the depression,
the IMD bulletin said the well
marked low pressure area over
central parts of south Bay of
Bengal moved west-northwest-
wards and concentrated into
a depression on Wednesday
evening,

It lay about 430 kilome-
ters east-southeast of Chennai
and 420 km east-southeast of
Puducherry.

“It is very likely to move
west northwestwards and
reach near north Tamil Nadu
coast by the early morning of
November 11, 2021. Thereafter,
it is likely to continue to move
west-northwestwards and cross
north Tamil Nadu and adjoin-

ing south Andhra Pradesh
coasts between Karaikal and
Sriharikota close to the north
of Puducherry by the evening
of 11th November 2021.”

The IMD warned of light
to moderate, heavy, very heavy
and extremely heavy rainfall
in various areas and at isolated
places.

Such regions are covered
in north coastal Tamil Nadu,

Puducherry, north interior TN,
south coastal Andhra Pradesh,
Rayalaseema and south interior
Karnataka,

The low pressure area on
November 9 over the south-
east Bay of Bengal turned
well marked on Wednesday
morning.

The weather system is
expected to bring rainfall in
Tamil Nadu over at least the
next two days.

The rainfall is expected to
be scattered, heavy, very heavy
and extremely heavy in specific
regions and light to moderate
in most other places.

On Tuesday, there was a
decline in rainfall here and
nearby northern regions. How-
ever, the Cauvery delta regions
of Tamil Nadu and Karaikkal
(Puducherry) witnessed very
heavy showers.

Nagapattinam topped the
chart with 31 CM, followed by
Karaikkal (29 CM) and Veda-
ranyam (25 CM). Other delta
regions, including Tiruvarur,
Thanjavur, Mannargudi, May-
iladuthurai and Pattukottai too
received heavy rainfall.



K. LAKSHMI
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The Water Resources De-
partment has started divert-
ing surplus water from Poon-
di reservoir to flush the
polluted stretch of the
Cooum river and store water.

Excess water from the
Poondi reservoir is being re-
leased into Kosasthalaiyar
river since October 10. On
Wednesday, nearly 5,000
cusecs of surplus water is be-
ing let out through flood-
gates and water level is main-
tained at 32.9 feet against the
full level of 35 ft.

Officials of the WRD said,
considerable level of excess
water from the Poondi reser-
voir that flows through the
Kosasthalaiyar river, was al-
ready stored in nearly 14
storage structures like check-
dams, including in Tamarai-
pakkam,  Thirukandalam
and Perumbakkam, before
draining into sea. A mini-
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WRD diverts surplus water
from Poondi reservoir

It plans to store water upstream and flush the polluted stretch in city limits

reservoir to save rainwater, =JoTHI RAMALINGAM

mum of 1,000 mcft of water
would have been released
from the Poondi reservoir.

In a bid to save more rain-

water, the WRD is now di-
verting 700 cusecs of water
from Poondi to Cooum river
through the 15-km Link Ca-
nal near Aranvoyal, which
carries excess water from
Poondi to Chembarambak-
kam reservoirs.

Though the Cooum river
in city limits carries some

floodwater from local areas,
the river upstream still large-
ly remains dry. Floodwater
from Poondi would help fill
the newly reconstructed Ko-
rattur anicut, across the
Cooum, and also flush the
polluted urban stretch of the
river. Officials said, the im-
proved flow in the waterway
would also help groundwa-
ter recharge in localities on
the river’s sides. The city re-
servoirs are under close

watch and the department is
maintaining the same level
of water release from the re-
servoirs, including in Red
Hills and Chembarambak-
kam, as inflow and rainfall
remained moderate. The to-
tal storage of the five reser-
voirs is now being main-
tained at 79.89% as more
inflow is expected.

In Tiruvallur district,
nearly 83 of 324 tanks, in-
cluding Paruthipattu and
Koilpadagai near Avadi, have
reached their full capacity.

Similarly, Ambattur, Ko-
rattur, Madhavaram, Retteri
and Kadapakkam lakes in
Chennai limits have also
filled up. Nearly 246 of 528
tanks in Chengalpattu dis-
trict reached their full capac-
ity as on Wednesday. Similar-
ly, 158 tanks in
Kancheepuram district are
full and most others, over
25%-75% full so far, officials
added.



Govt begins drive to clean Yamuna amid Chhath chaos

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 10

Chaos prevailed for a brief
moment on Wednesday
morning along ghats of
Delhi including, Yamuna
river bank when Chhath
devotees began to swell to
offer prayers on the occa-
sion of Chhath Puja.

Police and administrative
officials on Wednesday
stopped scores of devotees
thronging the ghats along
the Yamuna river in Delhi
for Chhath festivities, citing
DDMA orders prohibiting
celebrations along the river
bank in view of Covid-19.

The city government has
set up 800 makeshift ghats
across Delhi for devotees to
perform Chhath rituals.

A day after the Delhi gov-
ernment deployed 15 boats
in River Yamuna to remove
froth at Kalindi Kunj, civic
agencies on  Wednesday
installed bamboo nets and

sprinkled water to dmlp‘il(e
froth — a sign of the river’s
hazardous water quality
.Officials have admitted that
the problem of frothing will
continue until sewage treat-
ment plants in Delhi are
upgraded to meet the new
standards. A Delhi.Jal Board
official said directions have
been issued to sprinkle
water to dissipate the froth
as “no other short-term
measures would work™.

“Water sprinkling will
break the froth. The air bub-
bles trapped in the froth will
escape and the froth will dis-
sipate,” he said.

An official of the
Irrigation and  Flood
Control Department said
bamboo nets have been
installed on the stretch at
Kalindi Kunj to capture the
froth. These exercises will
continue till effective action
is ensured, the officials said.

The pollution in the
Yamuna in Delhi is once
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Devotees offer prayers along the banks of the Yamuna river during Chhath Puja at
Kalindi Kunj in Gautam Buddh Nagar on Wednesday. -PT!

again in focus as Chhath
festivities are underway.

Early on Wednesday, a
number of devotees had
gathered at the Yamuna
Ghat in Kalindi Kunj, down-

stream of the Okhla
Barrage, but were dispersed
by the police.

Meanwhile the war of
words continued between
political party members

belonging to BJP and AAP
after the BJP Delhi presi-
dent, mounted a fresh
attack on the Kejriwal gov-
ernment accusing it of ban-
ning Chhath celebrations

on the Yamuna riverbanks
to cover up its failure to
clean the river.

Delhi  BJP  president
Adesh Gupta claimed that
Yamuna picked up 80 per
cent of its pollutants from
industrial discharge and
sewage in its 22-km passage
through the city.

“Arvind Kejriwal ji, yvou
banned Chhath at Yamuna
banks to cover up failure of
your government to clean
the river,” Gupta said at a
press conference.

North East Delhi BJP MP
Manoj Tiwari also slammed
the AAP government over
heavy pollution in the
Yamuna. Tiwari visited
Najafgarh on Wednesday
and said, “Instead of pre-
venting flow of drains such
as Najafgarh nullah, the
Kejriwal government is
stopping people from cele-
brating Chhath at the banks
of the river The Supreme
court should take note of

the situation and the
Kejriwal government
should be treated like a
criminal for playing with
health of the people,”
Tiwari said at the press con-
ference.

The Delhi  Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) had in an order on
September 30 prohibited
Chhath at public places,
including the Yamuna
banks.

However, after protests
against the ban by the BJE
the DDMA in its order on
October 29 allowed Chhath
celebrations at “designated
sites” barring the banks of
the Yamuna.

It has directed administra-
tive and police officials to
ensure strict compliance
with all its Covid-19-related
orders. A police officer said
adequate arrangements

ve been made at the spots
designated for the rituals to
manage the crowd.
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hennai braces for

another bout of floods

within week as the

India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has pre-
dicted thunderstorm with
heavy to very heavy rains in
the city on Wednesday, 10
November and Thursday, 11
November. Chennai started
experiencing intermittent
heavy rain today, which esca-
lated the woes of the people
‘who are stillfacingthe inaun-
duation due to last week’s
rains.

A red alert warning is in
place for Chennai as IMD
has predicted that sky con-
dition in Chennaiis likely to
begenerallycloudyand thun-
derstorms with heavy to very
heavy rains arelikely to occur
at isolated places.

A bulletin by the Meteo-
rological department said
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Chennaionfloodalertagain

Redwarningforstate as more rain predicted duetolow pressure over Bay of Bengal

Tamil Nadu chief minister MK
Stalin inspects the flood-
affected areas at T. Nagar, in
Chennai on Wednesday. » An1

that under theinfluence of the
cycloniccirculation over Bay
of Bengal, alow pressure has
formed over the same region

on Tuesday morning.

In an update, the depart-
ment said that the morning's
low pressure areaover south-
east Bay of Bengal now lay over
central parts of south Bay of
Bengal.

“It is wery likely to con-
centrate into a depression
over Southwest & adjoining
Southeast Bayof Bengal dur-
ing the next 24 hours. It is like-
ly to move west northwest-
wards and reach near North
Tamilnadu coastbythe early
mormning of 11th November,
2021. Morning'strough from
the cyclonic circulation over
southeast Bay of Bengal &
neighbourhood to Gulf of
Mannar extending up to 5.8
km above mean sealevel per-
sists,” the IMD added.

Therain bearing clouds are
slowlymovingfrom delta dis-
tricts tonorth Tamil Nadu and
heavy rains are expected to
commence from Wednesday
late night. Nagapattinam,

coastal district in the last 24
hoursreceived a whopping 31
cm of rainfall and Karaikal
received 29 cm causingexten-
sive damage.

The stretch between Cud-
dalore and Chennai isseenas
the hotspotfor heaviest spell
of rains fromWednesday till
Thursday morning, The coastal
areas of Tamil Nadu need to
keep a very close vigil for
next 36 hours to 48 hours as
extreme rains may happenin
few places with widespread
heavyrains.

Ahead of the expected
freshdeluge, the Tamil nadu
government has set up 434
‘sirentowers’ toalert author-
itiesto floods and other emer-
gencies, and is working with
telecom networks to ensure
mobile connectivity is not
affected; 50 cellular phone tow-
ers (on wheels) are ready for
use.

The Tamil nadu State Dis-
aster Management Authori-

ty (TNSDMA) hasreleaseda
flood advisory for the dis-
tricts of Thoothukudi, Vil-
lipuram, Tirunelveli, Nagap-
attinam, Cuddalore, Chen-
galpattu in view of heavy
rains predicted today and
tomorrow.

Authorities have issued
final flood warning forTheni
and adjourning low-lying
areas and released 1,000
cusecs of water from Vaigai
dam tonight, said Vaigai dam’s
Assistant Engineer Selvam.

Meanwhile, the ruling
DMK and main opposition
AIADMEK in Tamil Nadu on
Tuesday traded charges on
inundation woes in the
metropoliswith chiefminis-
terM K Stalinaccusingthe pre-
vious government led by
Edappady K Palaniswami of
inaction and "corruption’ for
the water-logging here and
announced a Commission
of Inquiry to look into the
matter.



he COP26 climate meet is full of -
promises as the desertification :
threat to India and the world

increases. The meet is less on
concrete terms to bring down tempera-

ture but high on verbosity.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
struck the right chord. He has taken time
till 2070 so that India's development is not
smothered by the reticence of the devel-
oped world. He says that the commitment -
to climate has a cost and the rich nations
are not meeting out their pledge of pro- -
viding $100 billion a year to developing *
nations by 2020 as agreed at the climate
conference in Copenhagen in 2009. The -

target has not yet been met.

The commitment is significant to cli-
mate financing negotiations and the |
steps by rich countries, which till now
have not met their pledge of providing

£100 billion a year.
Nations like Saudi Arabia, Ja
Australia on the other hand are

from fo

parties to dilute the issues of fossil fuel.

They are arguing that that the world -
does not need to reduce the use of fossil -
fuels as quickly as the current draft of the -
report recommends. A West Asian coun-
try's oil ministry has sought removal of
phrases like the need for urgent and accel-
erated mitigation actions at all scales. The -
issue of temperature reduction by 2 |
degrees may remain on paper as they

ress for slower action and temperature :

imit be reduced to 1.5 degrees.

Australia does not accept the conclu-

sion that closing coal-fired thermal

power plants is necessary, even though the
CoP26 objective is to end the use of coal -
that adds to the problem of greenhouse
50 asks the IPCC to
delete lobby activism, protecting rent |
extracting business models, Saudi Arabia :
wants deletion of the UN conclusion that -
the focus of decarbonisation efforts in the
energy sector needs to move rapidly shift-
ing to zero-carbon sources and actively °

effect. OPEC

phasing out fossil fuels.

Many developing countries are not :
comfortable with the zero emission. -
Argentina, Norway and OPEC also chal- :
lenge the contention. Norwa{largues the :

e Ebossibil- :
ity of capture and storage (CCS) as a |
}_mtential tool for reducing emissions from

ad to resort to
larger coal prospecting as its power sys-
tem was reportedly coming to a critical
tokeep the thermal power

UN scientists should allow t

ossil fuels. Even India

stage and it
plants running.

The draft report accepts carbon could -
play a role in the future but says there are -
uncertainties about its feasibility. The CCS
emerges as a vague term for continuing

with the fossil fuel.

In 2015, the Paris Agreement stressed i

nand :
ing the
UN to ;;]:ltr down the need to move away
il fuels. The Inter-Governmental °

panel on Climate Change says that 32,000 :
submissions have been made by govern- -
ments, companies and other interested -
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COP26: Promises galore 2

and a game of lobbies

India never reneges on such commitments but there are various lobbies that
are on reckless construction in sensitive zones leading to serious crisis

THE GLOBE IS
WARMING UP
FASTER. THE
CLIMATE CHANGE
IS TO AFFECT
RAINFALL
PATTERNS AND
WARMER
ATMOSPHERE
CAN LEAD TO
MORE RAINFALL
IN SOME AREAS
AND DROUGHT IN
MANY OTHERS.
IT IS EXPECTED
TO INCREASE
GLOBAL POVERTY
AS WATER IN
EXCESS OR
SHORTAGE
WOULD PLAY
HAVOC WITH
HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT

{The writer is a senior
journaiist, The views
expressed are personal. )

the need for limiting temperature

between 2 de s to 1.5 degree
Celsius beforcgrsfllo. India's Barnd
China's commitment has increased
hopes that zero emission is possi-
ble by 2070 but that again does not
remain a certainty,

The globe is warming up faster.
The climate change is to affect
rainfall patterns and warmer
atmosphere can lead to more rain-
fall in some areas and drought in
many others, It is expected to
increase global poverty as water in
excess or shortage would play
havoc with human development.

The global area of dry lands is
expected to expand as the climate
warms. Various projections on
emission scenarios indicate arid
lands will increase by 11 to 23 per-
cent compared a 30-year period of
1961 to 1990, This means that dry
lands could be 50 to 56 percent of
the earth's land surface, a 38 per-
cent rise, by 2021. The arid regions
will expand over southwest of
North America, north and south
Africa and Australia, the
Mediterranean and South
America.

Now at Glasgow CoP 26,
Australia and 123 other countries
signed an agreement to end defor-
estation by 2020, There have
been many such declarations
before. Such policies have to be
adopted by different countries at
the domestic level. If these are not
implemented due to domestic
political pressuresuch declarations
would have little impact.

India never reneges on such
commitments but there are vari-
ous lobbies that are on reckless
constructions in the Himalayas

and other sensitive zones leading
to serious crisis. About 9785 mil-
lion hectares (29.7 percent) of
India's total geographical area
(TGA) of 328.72 mha underwent
land degradation during 2018-
19. In 2003-05, 94.53 mha (28.76
ercent of the TGA) underwent
and degradation. The number
incm&se&l:) 96,40 mha (29.32 per-
cent of the TGA) in 2011-13,

About 83.69 mha underwent
desertification in 2018-19, This
was greater than the §1.48 mha in
2003-2005 and 82.64 mha in
2011-13. India witnessed an
increase in the level of desertifi-
cation in 28 of 31 states and Union
territories between 2011-13 and
2018-19.

Forest covers are dwindling
all over Asia and various Indian
states too are amending their
laws for increased "develop-
mental activities" across. Tree
felling and water erosion also is
causing heavy erosion as con-
struction activities are increas-
ing. The Centre's commitment
and the states’ priorities often
clash and the later play havoc at
the ground level.

A McGill paper has found that
mare airport constructions would
create environmental problems,
increase warming and other eco-
logical issues. Since these have
become symbals of fast develop-
ment, across India, and in many
other countries, more airports are
being constructed. Each adds to
degeneration. Recently in UP and
the hilly states a number of air-

orts are being constructed for
better connectivity”.

The IPCC says that various

SHIVAJI SARKAR

climate model simulations suggest
that rainfall, when it does occur,
will be more intense for almost
the entire world, potentially
increasing the risks of soil erosion,
Projections indicate that most of
the world will see a 16 to 24 per-
cent increase in heavy precipita-
tion intensity by 2100.

So, desertification means that
there is overall land degradation
in water-scarce parts of the world.
Since large business lobbies are
engaged in such activities, it has
become difficult for any govern-
ment across the globe to stop
them though it causes deteriora-
tion of the economic productiv-
ity of the land and its ability to
farm the land for commercial or
subsistence purposes. The degra-
dation includes the decline in
quality of soil, vegetation, water
resources or wildlife. Each of it
affects the quality of life and
livelihood.

Director of research at the
Grantham Institute at Imperial
College, London, Joeri Rogelji,
says that various pledges at differ-
ent climate meets are still not suf-
ficient to meet the goals of the
Paris Agreement and CoP 26 still
has an important task. The tem-
perature control the pledges need
to strengthen but, he says, the
pledges do not match the ambi-
tions.

The International Energy
Agency is unhappy with what the
governments are trying to show
they are doing. The governments
need to have clear and credible
policies. Ambitions count for lit-
tle if they are not implemented
successfully.
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