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Winter rainfall in excess in

- IN DECEMBER 2019, 13 states and
Union  Territories  recorded
. excess/large excess rainfall. In January
2020, this rose to 22 states and Union
¢ Territories, according to data tabled in
Parliament by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.
Rainfall is excess when it is 20-59%
* higher than normal for the period, and
- large excess whenit is over 60% higher
| thannormal.
¢ Mizoramrecorded the highest de-
parture, at 296% above normal be-
tween December 2019 and January
2020. Normal rainfall in Mizoram dur-
ing this period is 10.8 mm, whereas
the actual rainfall received was 42.8
mm. Mizoram is followed by Tripura,
- where normal rainfall is 7.9 mm and
which received 26.7 mm, marking a
departure of 239%, and then by
Uttarakhand (217%), Chhattisgarh
(167%), Manipur (164%), Uttar Pradesh
(142%), Jharkhand (142%), West
- Bengal (422%), Punjab (119%) and
Madhya Pradesh (99%).
Out of the 26 states and Union
Territories for which the ministry pro-

~

T BT TR

RAINFALLDURING DECEMBER
2019-JANUARY 2020

State Actual Normal Depar-
(mm) (mm) ture

Mizoram 428 10.8 296%

Tripura 26.7 79 239%
Uttarakhand 131.7 41.6 217%
Chhattisgarh 29.6 111  167%
Manipur 335 127 164%
UP 296 122 142%
Jharkhand 295 122 142%
WestBengal 263 11.8  122%
Punjab 459 21 119%
MP 212 107 99%

vided information for, the lowest de-
parture was recorded by Arunachal

Pradesh, whose actual rainfall (58.5
mm) was 24% more than the normal
of 47.2 mm.

The ministry said no state reported
aloss of crops due to excess rainfall in
the months of December 2019 and
January 2020.
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DMK stalls LS proceedings over Cauvery projects

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE f)}ﬁ -\
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 11

DMK MEMBERS stalled proceedings and
trooped into the aislein the Lok Sabha Tuesday
to press for a withdrawal of all hydrocarbon
projectsinthe Cauvery delta area in Tamil Nadu.

DMK floor leader TR Baalu got visibly an-
gry when Congress leader Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury started speaking before he fin-
ished. He was seen gesturing to Congress

]/hief whip Kodikunnil Suresh, standing be-

hind Chowdhury, to register his disappoint-
ment. This seemed to have an effect as Suresh
soon gestured to Speaker Om Birla to allow
Baalu to complete. The Chair obliged by let-
ting Baaluresume after a while.

During zero hour, Baalu said that DMK
leader M K Stalin, during a visit of the delta
area in 2019, had promised to convertitinto
a protected agriculture zone. He said the
same promise had been made by the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister on Monday. Baalu

pointed out that the Petroleum Ministry had
recently issued notices calling for Expression
of Interestin 274 places part of the delta area
for hydrocarbon exploration.

“I request the Agriculture Minister to
kindly prevail upon the Petroleum Minister
to withdraw all the hydrocarbon projects,
ongoing as well as proposed,” he said. Baalu
sought a response from Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, who was present in the
House. The Speaker, however, moved on to
another matter.
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Soc1ety must help conserve water: expert

With govt.s support waterbodles can be protected Rajendra Singh \,\ \w

STAFF REPORTER
BHOPAL

Water conservationist Rajen-
dra Singh on Tuesday said
unless society took it upon
itself to conserve water and

take ownership of resources,

revival of rivers and streams
was not possible.

Draft Bill
Speaking at the National Wa-
ter Right Convention to dis-
cuss the draft of the Right to
Water Bill in Madhya Pra-
desh, he said, “Until now, ac-
tivists been working alone.
But with the government’s
support, on the one hand
waterbodies could be pro-
tected, and on the other wa-
ter use could be made
judicious.”
i Mr. Singh, known as the
* “Waterman of India’, who is
advising the government on
the proposed law, said, “Ow-
~mership of water bodies
among masses has led to the

M.P. Chief Minister Kamal
Nath addressing the
_ National Water Convention
in Bhopal on Tuesday.
= A.M. FARUQUI

revival of several rivers in a
parched State like Rajasthan.
With such laws, the model
could be replicated across
the country.”

Under the law, he added,
streams, rivers and other wa-
terbodies would be identi-
fied, panchayats roped in,
people would take the lead
and an effort would be made

to curb mmmg on riverbeds.
Pointing to the waning
water resources in the State,
Chief Minister Kamal Nath
said, “Eleven of the Munici-
pal Corporations and Coun-
cils get water once in four
days, 50 get once in three
days and 117 get once in two
days. It’s a big challenge.”
Despite rain, he added,
streams and rivers were dry-
ing up owing to negligence.
“As many as 65 dams in the
State have dried up due to
unavailability of water and
164 reservoirs have met the
.same fate. Instead of moving
ahead, we are going back.”
~ Mr. Nath said new tech-
nplogies must be leveraged
in devising strategies to con-
serve water. “Technologies
such as producing water
from air could be useful. But
those valid 20 years ago,

aren’t relevant any more. So -

there is an imminent need to
figure out where new tech-

nologies could be used,” he
said.

Stating that his political
life was inextricably linked
to water, Mr. Nath related an
anecdote from 1979 in
Chhindwara district. “I start-
ed my political career due to
water problems. One night
as I walked on the road, I
met 1520 women carrying
earthen lamps and plates,
waiting at a spot for three
hours. They said one of their
sons could find a prospective
bride as the water source
was 12 km away. This was a
lesson for me, and I decided
to join politics to make my
contribution.”

Mr. Nath cautioned that
the next generation would
not forgive us for our negli-
gence. “During the 1992 Rio
Earth Summit, I had said the
talk of environment and for-
ests was incomplete without
the issue of water being
raised.”

Delean Hesald 13[04f2020

35% of Bengaluru depends on

borewell water: Somanna ,\\
DA

BENGALURU, DHNS

bout30-35% of Bengalu-

ru depends on borewell

ater. Over one lakh

flats in the city have remained

unsold, due to Tack of water

supply, said VSomanna, Hous-
ing Minister.

He was speaking at the cur-
tain-raiser event for the Na-
tional Sustainable Water and
Sanitation Summit, organised
by the Confederation of Wom-
en’s Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in the city on
Monday.

Citing that even as several
announcements are made
towards water conservation,
only a few materialised, So-
manna said: “Rs 1,200 crore
has been released towards

building check dams. Howev-
er, on the ground, no work has
happened.”

Govind M Karjol, Deputy
Chief Minister, said there is a
need for improved awareness
among people as the problem
of water scarcity is increasing
day by day. “There is 250%
exploitation of groundwater
resources. Groundwaterisnot
clean, mixed with fluoride, iron
and nitrates,” he said.

Rainwater harvesting
He said even as only a few peo-
ple undertook rainwater har-

“ vesting, it had become more

of a fashionable affair. “Even
in this, thereisan overlap. The
forest, agriculture, irrigation
and lake development author-
ities were working on it,” said

Karjol.

Citing that the catchment
areas of most lakes are en-
croached upon, he asked the
organisers to identify one
village in each district, and to
work to rejuvenate the water-
bodies there.

Citing the example of Hal-
agali in Bijapur, where the il-
legal water connections were

-metered, which helped to in-

crease revenue, he said there
are proposals to replicate the
sameinneighbouringvillages.
Meanwhile, Anjum Pervez,
principal secretary, urban de-
velopment department, said
there was a need to shift from
flood to micro-irrigation. “The
consumptive use of waterisjust
20%.Eachdrop of water canbe
used five times,” he added.
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165 reservoirs,
65 dams in MP

may dry up: CM

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY
BHOPAL, FEB. 11

Madhya Pradesh -chief
minister Kamal Nath on
Tuesday said the perenni-
al ‘drought in some
regions in the state might
cause 65 dams in the state
to dry up, making MP
prone to a serious water
crisis in future.

Mr Nath said the local
civic body authorities in
parts of the state have
been able to supply drink-
ing water only for two to
four days a week due to
the water crisis.

“The state stares at a
serious water crisis in
future. Making provision
for water in MP will be a
huge challenge for the
government,” Mr Nath
said while inaugurating
the National Conference
on Water.

Mr Nath’s warning
comes in the wake of the
state has witnessed a seri-
ous water crisis in the
outgoing summer leading
to incidents of violence in
some pockets in the state.

While 11 out of total 378
urban local bodies (ULBs)
were getting water every
four days during the last
summer, 50 ULBs were
getting water on third
days.

The chief minister said
his government was plan-
ning to bring ‘right to
water’ legislation to make
access to water a funda-

Kamal Nath

» Madhya Pradesh
chief minister
Kamal Nath said his
government was
planning to bring
‘right to water’
legislation to make
access to water a
fundamental right.

mental right.

“The basic objective of
bringing the legislation is
to generate awareness
among the people on the
importance of conserva-
tion of water as well as
conservation of water
bodies in the state with
people’s cooperation,” he
said.

The draft bill on right to
water proposes to provide
at least 55 litres of drink-
ing water to each family,

The state government
was mulling to enforce
the legislation in the
urban areas in the first
phase. The proposed leg-
islation may be tabled in
the ensuing budgets ses-
sion of MP assembly.

ooooood
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Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon. Union
Minister of Jal Shakti Ministry, Government of
India weighs in on the seriousness of India’s
commitment to the SDGs

¢

Being 3
Bovernment
focused on all
the three

tenets, namealy

BOvErnance,
social and
environmental
goals, we are
commitied 1a
deliver
angible
results oy
2030.

e live in times when

the narrative of sus-

tainable develop-
ment has evolved from
actions that can hawe
impact on our environ-
ment to a collection of
key factors that im-
prove the quality of
lives around us. Beinga
signatory to the UN's
SDG agenda, India has
been taking concrete
steps to achieve as well
as empower its con-
stituents to achieve 17
goals and 169 inter-
linked targets as out-
lined by United Na-
tions. Being a govern-
ment focused on all the
three tenets, namely
governance, social and
environmental goals,
we are committed to
deliver tangible results
by 2030. The proof of
our commitment is ev-
ident with me repre-
senting a portfolio that

was not previously
considered important
to be allocated as a fo-
cused area. But today,
Jal Ministry is leading
the change in areas
such as water conser-
vation, rain water har-
vesting, water recy-
cling and river restora-
tion, ete. - indicating
the seriousness of our
commitment for SDGs.

“Being a signatory to
the UN's SDG agenda,
India has taken con-
crete steps to achieve
and empower its con-
stituents to achieve 17
goals and 169 inter-
linked targets as out-
lined by United Na-
tions. Being a govern-
ment focused on all
three tenets, namely
governance, social and
environmental goals,
we are committed to
deliver tangible results
by 2030."

ooooooao
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Farmer woes
~ due to floods
’ F il “and drought
Punjab- y ’ % Unlon Minister Narendra
R g 4 Singh Tomar on Tuesday said
o that about 72 lakh hectares
Madhya farm land was affected due
Pradesh .. to floods and drought In the
3 - £ h ongoing trop year,
i \ A~ s # Floods = Drought
Maharashtra
Karnataka ]5
Kerala — Number of states
affected by floods
: Hectares farm land affected
There have been :
extreme
events inthe Z
hM:;ﬂ States
s G ]
extended dry andfarmland &mﬁm
period, flood, affected during the %
s R ongoing 201920
o g opyear oy / d
However, there June) !
mmn'mlmm m,mmm*’ Hectares farm fand affected
m"‘“‘""“":?" Loss due to wild animals
foodgrains during On crop loss caused by wild animals in
last trse yours Uttarakhand, Tomar — in a separate reply - said
NARENDRA SINGH the quantum foss of traps destroyed by stray cattle
TOMAR, Union and wild animals are managed by concerned state
Minister, in a written govemments. Uttarkhand govt has patd ¥59.90
reply to Lok Sabha {akh compensation till October 2019, he said,
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- Assam Tribune, Guwahati

households

to get clean water by Dec

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Feb 11: Al-
together 55 thousand house-
holds in the city will receive
clean drinking water within
December this year. Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonow-
al will launch the first phase
of the scheme on March 15.
The decision to this effect
was taken at a review meet-
ing of the Guwahati Devel-
opment Department (GDD)
chaired by the Chief Minis-
ter at his conference room in
Janata Bhawan here today.

In the meeting, Sonowal
also directed the department
to cover all the people living
in the city under the water
supply scheme. Various as-
pects relating to house build-
ing norms were also dis-
cussed. GDD officials in-

Chief Minister
Sarbananda
Sonowal will
launch the
first phase of
the scheme
on March 15

formed the Chief Minister
that from now onwards, an
owner of even a four lecha
plot would get house build-
ing permission under the
Mukhya Mantrir Sahaj Gri-
ha Nirman Achoni.
Directing the officials to
strictly implement the house
building rules in the city,
Sonowal said it is very im-
portant to adopt earthquake-
resistant construction de-
signs as Assam falls in a high-

seismic zone. He also issued
directions for keeping the
ground floor free for parking
in all buildings to be con-
structed in future, ensuring
security of the lifts used in
the buildings, keeping ade-
quate provisions for Divy-

angs in all commercial build- ~

ings, and making provisions
for rainwater harvesting, etc.

He also directed the GDD
to take steps to use bamboo
and cane products in con-
struction of houses so that
products of bamboo, cane,
etc., could be further popu-
larised. He instructed the
PWD to use tiles and furni-
ture made from bamboo in
the buildings constructed by
the department. The imple-
mentation status of the
Smart City project was also
reviewed in the meeting.
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DCM Shriram inks

pact to promote
water conservation

OUR BUREAU

New Dethi, February 11

DCM Shriram has signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with Rabobank and
Rivulis Irrigation India, the
Indian arm of Israeli microir-
rigation firm Rivulis, to in-
stall drip irrigation in sugar-
cane farms of over 5,000
hectares in two Uttar Pradesh
districts, the company said in
a statement on Tuesday.

The proposed installation
of drip irrigation in four
units of the company located
at Ajbapur, Rupapur, Hari-
awan and Loni in Lakhimpur
Kheri and Hardoi districts is
meant to give further fillip to
the water conservation
efforts.

“The project is being taken
up with the aim of increase

the yield while conserving
water in cultivation of sugar-
cane. With this project, the
cost of sugarcane cultivation
will reduce, thereby increas-
ing the income of farmers,”
Roshan Lal Tamak, ED and
CEO for DCM Shriram’s sugar
business, said in the
statement.

According to the company,
the Lucknow-based Indian In-
stitute of Sugarcane Re-
search, an apex organisation
of sugarcane research in the
country, certified various
good agricultural practices
and water conservation
measures adopted by DCM
Shriram sugar factories in its
catchment areas in these dis-
tricts have already resulted in
water saving of 275 billion
litres in the last three years.




News itemy/letter/article/editorial published on 1"2 ,01’403\0 in the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi) [] Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )
The Statesman (New Delhi) eccan Cronicle

The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)

The Hindu ( Delhi)

Rgwa= (75 Reel)
AT HRA g (7 Reel)
dore T (e

. TerEyE giEE . (@8 o)
3w SR (7% o)

The Economic Times (New Delhi)
Business Standard(New Delhi)

The Tribune (Gurugram)

Pioneer (Delhi)

e e (fewe)

ooood

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

Flefods fail to
-end A\llstraha e
ears-lon

.ﬁrought %f,\')/

"-'éifriﬁm 11 FEBRUARY

Fe f;Ieavy rain has given hope
x;oAustraha s drought-strick-
ok -, n regions, but scientists
7"Wwarned Tuesday sustained
_falls were needed to end a
gea,rs long dry spell.
Stormy weather has
mught days of chaos and
estru,ctlon in the coun-
n4fy's east, with one man
o mlésmg after his car was
“ “sweptoffaroadin Sydney's
_.north and hundreds more
a Lf;hs'cded from floodwaters.
.. Inthe small town of Stan-
thorpe, Queensland, Tracy
“Dobie said the rain had
..been ‘a boost for every-
' on€”. “But the drought has
not ended the regional
1,) 'mayor said.
;. “Our land is so dehy-
v ,grated, we've gone three
_ years without rain in some
places and five years in oth-
€18, it's going to take along
., Limeto getmoisture backin

By i ¢4

the e

S\

Financial Express -
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steraeal (feeel)
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.. Hydrologists believe this
s wepk s deluge, which has
o gause loodingand doused
o ny ires, is a taste of
_,things to come, with cities
) _ggttmg inundated while
A r‘ural areas struggle to off-
51 5€t worsemng droughts.
Vi HrofessorAshlsh Sharma
_' r‘frqn;ﬁhp University of New
SouthWales said heavyrain
1o 6an give people in cities a
; tvglstgdwew” oftheimpact,
= as water builds up on hard
: supfacqs Even as people in
“ cities $ee flooding and prop-
eertydamage, inrural regions
“sustained rainfallisneeded
tosoak through the dry soil
- bqfo;e dams fill.
“During the latest down-
- pours, theheaviestin 30 years
‘in some areas, dam levels
- ,nearSydneyhavensen dra-
mah
s BHE most of New South
ales! drought-hit towns
‘famng down a water “Day
Zerq had seen “negligible”
,mcreases, asmuch of therain
*+ ;was flowing into rivers not
% ~ dams, said a spokesman
Ufor aterNSW which man-
ages the state's water
Iesources “Unfortunately
(that is) largelybecause the
\golmne hasn'tbeen sufficient
‘“aﬁd, ‘the catchments
V,a:e. extremely dry after a
ivery hotstart to the summer
grolonged drought,”
he sai AFR
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