Tre—em—————mmmmEEEEETT

F NO. T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE/f 1 &

Government of India
Ministry of Jal Shakti

ST GETYS 74T TehrE Ud Fem EIETOT fasymer ~ Dept. of Water Resources, RD&GR
AT STl 3TRT Central Water Commission

e T aTETe eme Water System Engineering Directorate

R TER
oo afea J3raT

I bl

s £ Rer 11\ Bg\ioz;

| ﬁw-mqﬁﬁaﬁﬁrma@ﬁml

STl s 9T 3R dag AWl @ 99f®g gamR ust 7 &9 F7 S o
AR & HeTeT & Ao F [T TooeT T 7147 & o GAMERT T T 6
ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁwmmaﬁmwsﬁmaﬁmt

HoraeTeh: 3URTed W |
T 12.03.2090
STl JOTTell. AT e

/fr/ 5%\6 o?”
egs @eusw, (§. 9.81.) fige O \1
F ‘\0

W

N2
39 fFeers, (I, 9. 3m) &ge 00 P

R, (s 'sr./ 3-114)/1:«‘;7“&*0 M

\2L-o3-2029

@Tﬂ| &,

HEYET, &. o, HT, 75 ool

SR 8 — &8 Had Fead ofel AR $T daase www.cwe.govin R 23|

giadT de(giEon), a1 sae
T F0T WA, 75 feeelr -110066
: 011-29583521,
Hel. wsedte-cwc@gov.in
63 FRETUT-IIBTT STRasTe

2™ Floor(South), SewaBhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi-110066
Tel: 011-29583521

E-mail: wsedte-cwc@gov.in

éConserve Water- Save Lifeé



News item/letter/article/editorial published on [ 2 ,.O & . 2 0:?0 in the following newspaper

Hindustan Times (New Delhi)
The Statesman (New Delhi)

The Times of India (New Delhi)
The Indian Express (New Delhi)

The Hindu ( Delhi)
Pioneer (Delhi)

T werT (feweh)

and documented at WSE Dte, CWC.

[J Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )

[0 Degcan Cronicle
D/{Economic Times (New Delhi)
[ Business Standard(New Dethi)

O The Tribune (Gurugram)

[0 Financial Express

O &= s (72 foeeh)

ooooonono

fegra (75 Reeh)

79 ¥R csF (75 fawen)
Yo FE (e
TerEee iy (7 fee)
e seRoT (7% Tl
Seear (Reel)

3R 3o (A% feeel)

Expect rain this week, but 5
mercury to touch 30°C soon

Ritam.Halder@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: By next week,
the mercury may touch the
30 degree-Celsius mark in
thenational capital.
“Impact of the western
disturbance, which hit Del-
hi-NCR on March 10, is ex-
pected to remain till March
14. From March 15 onwards,
the temperature will startri-
sing. We are expecting it to
touch 30 degrees by March
18,” said Kuldeep Srivastava,
a senior scientist at India
Meteorological Department.

“Themaximum tempera-
ture touches the 30-degree
mark around March 1718
every year,” headded.

“Till March 15, the maxi-
mum temperature will rema-
in around 26-27 degrees Celsi-
us, while the minimum will be
around 14-15 degrees. Somera-
in is expected in the city, while
some places in NCR might ex-
perience hailstorm. On Wed-

RELIEF: Hailstorm is likely in me pa o NCR up to March 15

File photo

nesday evening, Jind witnes-
sed hailstorm, while rain was
recorded in parts of Harya-
na,” Srivastava said.

While Safdurjung recorded
Immraintill8.30am
on Wednesday, Pa-
lam witnessed |
0.6mm rain. Among
other stations, Aya-
nagar ~ recorded
1.4mm, Lodhi Road
0.7mm and Ridge
saw 0.6mm rain.

The maximum
temperature on Wed-
nesday was 27.4 degrees Cel-
sius, two notches below nor-
mal, while the minimum
was 14.8, one degree Celsius
abovenormal.

On Thursday, partly clou-
dy sky is expected with very
light rain or drizzle towards
the night. The maximum and
minimum temperatures wo-
uld be around 28 and 15 degre-
es Celsius, respectively.

In terms of pollution le-
vels, it was a “moderate” day

AQI RECORDED,
KEEPING THE
POLLUTION LEVEL
MODERATE

in the city as the air quality
index (AQI) touched 116. An
AQI between 101 and 200 is
considered moderate on the
Central Pollution Control
_ Board’sindex.
Delhi-NCR’s av-
erage PM25 levels
were recorded at
545 micrograms
per cubic metre at
7pm on Wednesday,
which was within
the safe standards.
The average PMI10
levels were recorded at
113.4 micrograms per cubic
metre, just outside the safe
standards. The “emergency”
benchmark for these pollu-
tantsunder GRAP s, respecti-
vely, 300 and 500 micrograms
per cubic metre, while the sa-
fe standards are 60 and 100 mi-
crograms per cubic metre.
High wind speed and fair-
ly widespread rainfall is lik-
elytopush AQI into the satis-
factory or the good category
on Thursday.
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! Rain, snow-
likelytoday

TRiIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MARCH 11

21

Intense cold wave condi-
tions were revived in mid
and  higher hills of
Himachal as strong icy

30 to 40 kmph
hills and heavy

storm, lighteni
strong winds wi

Shimla and
rounding areas

clouds hung ove

accompanied by

winds accompanied by
sharp showers lashed the
region, causing sudden fall
in the day temperature.

The MeT office has,
issued yellow warning of
heavy rains, accompanied
by thunderstorm, hail-
storm, lightning and
gusty winds with speed of

in lower
rains or

snow and thunderstorm
accompanied by hail- v

ng and
th speed

of 30-40 kmph in low and
mid hills on March 12.

its sur-
had a

clear and sunny day in
the morning but dark

rhead by

the noon. Strong winds

intermit-

tent showers forced peo-
ple to rush indoors.

The MeT office

has pre-

dicted rains or snow in mid
and higher hills from

March 12 to Marc

h 17, bar-

ring Mach 16, indicating

wet spell in the re

gion.
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It ‘appening: Saving water can be as easy as clicking button

How two start-ups use
the Internet of Things to
provide smart solutions

SHREYALJAIN)DAKSHIANI FAUCHA .

—their water bill: In residential com-

plexes across the country, fights over

water consumption and billing can turn

{riendly neighbours into sworn enemies,

And the fights only get uglier during crisis

times — such as the water scarcity that
gripped cities across India in 2019,

The problem is something we are all fa-
miliar with: We don't really know how
much water we consuie, say, lor a day/
month, and worry that we may end up pay-
ing more. While the water crisis drove
home the importance of conserving this
precious resource, how do we actually go
about it? Now, this is where we come into
the picture, say a couple of start-ups.

“It all started as a personal problem we
were facing in our apartment...people used
to fight over trivial issues (related to wa-
ter)," says Vivek Shukla, co-founder and CEO
ol Smarterhomes, a Bengaluru-based start-
up established in 2014. The “trivial issues”

];‘\ ew things make people as wrdlhlul as

referred to the division of the water bill,
which was deemed disproportionate to the

- actual size and usage per family.

For another start-up, WeGot Technolo-
gies, the problem was more about water
conservation.

“We tell people to save water, but realist-
ically, we don't give anybody a chance,”
says Abhilash Haridass, co-
founder and chief of
growth and  strategy,
WeGot Technologies.
The problem, Hari-
dass says, is that
there is no accur-
ate system which
helps collect data
o establish a
baseline for water
consumption by
an individual/
houschold ina day.

The traditional water
meters that people deploy
to measure usage has many
flaws: the turbine in the meter does
not correctly record water flow since it is
subjected to both water-and air pressure.
Without the option of a reset, it continu-
ously records water, making it hard to se-

gregate the per-month consumption. And
this is the aspect that both Smarterhomes
and WeGpr attempt to address, with the
help of new-age technologies.

loT-based devices
Smarterhomes' WaterOn app records and
monitors water consupiption in real
| time and generates a monthly
bill. “Our meter is not very
different from a tradi-
tional water meter,
butthereisan added
ability of commu-
nicating  without

having to goto the
meter,” says
Shukla. Interest-

ingly, Shukla and
his partner Kasturi
Rangan (chief tech-
nology officer),imple-
~ mented the first proto-
7 type of their device in their
own apartment, to solve the
water bill issue. Soon, word spread
and their idea is now a full-fledged com-
pany. Till date, the company has installed
67,000 meters across southern India and
saved around four billion litres of water.

The Chennai-based WeGot also uses loT.
Butits device is quite different from a water
meter. “We've come up with a device that
has no moving components at all...there
are two elements at each end, with a fixed
diameter and a fixed distance, We calculate
the time difference, in nanoseconds, that it
takes for water to go from point A to point
B, thus giving you the exact volume of wa-
ter," says Haridass.

To complement their device, WeGot has
designed an app, VenAqua, which allows
the user to “slice and dice” every aspect of
his water usage. WeGot has saved one bil-
lion litres of water across 25,000 homes
and 20 million sq ft of commercial space,
and is on track to save 10 billion litres by
next year. The company also has plans to
venture into government-owned spaces,
such as railway stations.

Tackling leakage

Both WeGot and Smarterhomes also focus
on finding solutions to optimise water
management. They particularly try to ad-
dress the problem of leakage.

“The WaterOn app detects leakage[poten-
tial water wastage and sends an alert to the
user," says Shukla. “Water wasxageatcounts
for 18 per cent of toral consumption. It's a

common thing...asimple flush, if not fixed,
can waste 600 litres a day. A leaky tap
wastes 25-30 litres a day,” he adds.

WeGot also has a similar option in its Ven-
Aqua app. In addition, when it comes to wa-
ter management, VenAqua also focusses on
other challenges. "The person managing
water in a building faces completely differ-
ent challenges. Where does water come
fromy, infrastructure, how much to pay, how
to detect pilferage, etc,” says Haridass.

“The app notifies when something is off
the threshold. It tracks overhead tanks and

Track every drop Water meters from Smarterh‘ome's (left) and Wedot Téchholugles

underground water sources, and audits the
entire water system in real time," he says.
“We make sure borewells don't go dry. We
guarantee and manage everything auto-
matically through a user's phone,” adds
Haridass,

While these companies are doing their
bit towards water management, govern-
mentsupport is also needed. “Just like how
solar adoption was given a huge push, wa-
ter management also requires huge invest-
ment and subsidies to encourage busi-
nesses like ours,” says Haridass.
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NORWAY MINISTER PARTICIPATES IN MITHI
RIVER CLEAN UP DRIVE IN MUMBAI

Torway's Minister of International
| Development Dag-Inge  Ulstein |
recently participated in Mithi river clean §
up with environmental activist Afroz §
Shah in Mumbai. Ulstein highlighted the | g a3y
cooperation between the two countriesin T a . ‘
tackling environmental issues. “We are BOATRIDE FUN: Catch a
really connected (India and Norway) 9limpse of the iconic
through waters. We see the problems landmarks of Mumbai
that fish face in the water and it is important to have waste management
systems. It is important to have knowledge and mindset to treat nature. We
need to learn about the bad effects of plastic,” Ulstein said. “I have got a
wonderful opportunity to know Afroz Shah's work. He has actually come
to Norway and helped us clean the beach there,” he said.
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