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POOR | HYGIENE 58% do not treat their water prior to drinking

19% still don't use toilets: Survey

New Delhi, May 11: Even
though India was declared
Open Defecation Free by
the government in 2019,
the latest NFHS survey
conducted in  2019-21
showed that 19 percent of
households do not use any
toilet facility.

However, the report said
the percentage of house-
holds practising open
defecation decreased from
39 percent in 2015-16 to 19
per cent in 2019-21.

Access to a toilet facility
is lowest in Bihar (62 per
cent), followed by
Jharkhand (70 per cent)

and Odisha (71 per
cent).

The NFHS-5 found that
69 percent of households
use an improved sanita-
tion facility that is not
shared with other house-
holds and eight percent
use a facility that would be
considered improved if it
was not shared.

“Nineteen percent of
households have no facili-
ty, which means that the
household members prac-
tice open defecation,” the
report said.

a toilet facility Sixty-nine
percent of Indian house-
holds use improved toilet
facilities, which are non-
shared facilities that pre-
vent people from coming
into contact with human
waste and can reduce the
transmission of cholera,
typhoid, and other dis-
eases,” it said.

The survey found that 11
percent of urban house-
holds use a shared facility,
compared with seven per-
cent of rural households.

Access to a toilet facility

“Eighty-three percent of
households have access to

TS OBJECTS TO
TUNGABHADRA
PROJECTS

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, MAY 11

Telangana, in the middle
of an ongoing battle with
Andhra Pradesh over
sharing of Krishna river
water, asked the Central
Water Commission
(CWC) to keep in abeya-
nce clearances given to
Karnataka for Upper
Bhadra and Upper Tunga
projects in that state.

In a letter to CWC, engi-
neer-in-chief of Telang-
ana’s command area
development depart-
ment, C. Muralidhar said
that the Tungabhadra
contributed substantial-
ly to Krishna river flows,
and the present clear-
ances to the two Karna-
taka projects would fur-
ther reduce the inflows
into the Krishna. In the
letter, he said that it
would further jeopardise
its interests.

M Page 2: Tunga projects
need greater scrutiny: TS

ranges from 69 percent
among scheduled tribe

households to 93 percent
among households which
are not scheduled caste,
scheduled tribe, or other
backward class house-
holds.

On safe drinking water,
the report showed that 58
percent of households do
not treat their water prior
to drinking.

“Treatment is less com-
mon in rural areas than
urban areas; 66 percent of
rural households do not
treat their water, com-
pared with 44 percent of
urban households,” the
report said. — PTI
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TUNGA PROJECTS
NEED GREATER
SCRUTINY: TS

From Page 1

Muralidhar, however, made it
clear that the state had no
objection to the Centre giving
a national project status to any
project in Karnataka but was
objecting to clearing a project
without examining all inter-
state aspects of river water
sharing as laid down in the
Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal-I's award of water
shares.

Telangana contends that the
Krishna is a deficit river basin
and that the needs of the lower
riparian states need to be con-
sidered before giving any
clearances to projects in states
through which the river flows
before entering Telangana.

The river Krishna originates
in Maharashtra and passes
through Karnataka,
Telangana and AP before it
empties itself into the Bay of
Bengal. The letter also said
special leave petitions were
pending before the Supreme
Court of India on the alloca-
tion of water to Karnataka in
the Tungabhadra sub-basin
and to the Upper Bhadra and
Upper Tunga projects. The
KWDT-II had allocated 9 tmc ft
(thousand million cubic feet)
of water to the Upper Bhadra
and 11 TMCft of water to the
Upper Tunga projects.
Telangana contends that these
allocations, without holistic
and comprehensive examina-
tion, would jeopardise
Telangana’s interests, the let-
ter said.
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AndhraPradesh opens 454 reliefcamps
indistricts likely to be attected by ‘ Asani’
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AMARAVATI, 11 MAY

The Andhra Pradesh gov-
emment has opened 454
relief camps in seven dis-
tricts which are likely to be
affected by cyclonic storm
"Asani' in Bay of Bengal.

The state government will
provide Rs 2,000 to every
family orRs 1,000t0 every indi-
vidual who comes to the
relief camps.

Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan
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Mohan Reddyon Wednesday
reviewed the cyclone situa-
tionwithdistrict collectors and
superintendents of police.
Hedirected theofficials to
ensure that no casualties
were suffered. He said the peo-
ple from low-lying areas
should be evacuated and
their requirements be taken
care of. He asked the officials
to equip relief camps with
essential commodities and
diesel generators,
"This year the cyclone can

behandled better as the dis-
tricts have been divided and
smaller areasare beingmain-
tained,” Reddy said while
referring to the creation of 13
new districtslast monthito take
the totalnumber to 26.

Meanwhile, Andhra
Pradesh State Disaster Man-
agement Authority said the
cyclonic storm lay centered
about 40 km from Machili-
patnam, 140 km from Kaki-
nada and 280 km from
Visakhapatnam. [tis likelyto
make landfall near Antarve-
di in the next few hours.

According to India Mete-
orological Department (IMD),
thecyclonicstormis likelyto
move northeastwardsalong
Marsapur, Yanam, Kakina-
da, Tuniand Visakhapatnam
coastsduring noon to evening
and emerge into westcentral
BayofBengal off North Andhra
Pradesh coasts by night.

It is likely to weaken grad-
uallyintoa depression by May
12 morning. The cyclonic
storm is under the continu-
ous surveillance of Doppler
Weather Radar (DWR) at
Machilipatnam, it said.
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DJBautomates 116 sewage
pumpingstations to
minimize overflowing
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, 1 MAY

To clean Yamuna, the Delhi
Jal Board (D]B) has decided
toautomate 116 5P5s (Sewage
Pumping Stations) around
thecity by installing [oT (Inter-
net of Things) devices to pre-
ventoverflowing of sewage and
allow timely discharge from
these pumps into sewage
treatment plants.

As soon asthe sewer water
crossesthe threshold level in
thetankssituated in these sta-
tions, the officials of the DB
will get the information
through the monitoring device,
if the pumps have not been
turned on.

In such a situation, the
time to start the Sewer Pump-
ingStation (5PS) will easilybe
ascertained, so that the sewage
can be pumped towards the
sewage treatment plant on time
and there is no additional
pressure in the sewer line.

Regarding this, Water Min-
ister Satyendar Jain said that
due to the untimely operation
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of SPS, several problems
including sewage overflow
and sewer line blockage were
on the rise in many places.

“This action, in addition to
preventingoverflow, will also
stop sewer lines frombecom-
ing clogged, improve the per-
formance of Delhi's STPs,
and keep drinking water sup-
ply safe from getting mixed with
sewage lines,” said Jain.

Accordingto Jain, "Withthe
increase in the population of
Delhi, there has also been an
increase in sewage. Now 5PSs
are being operated system-
atically with the help of the
device. These devicesnotonly
contribute to the successful
operation of pumping sta-
tionsbut also play a vital role
in automatically regulating
the urban sewerage system.”

Jain added, "The Delhi
government has set a target
of cleaning the Yamuna river
completely in the next three
years by February 2025. A
plan to connect 100 percent
of Delhi's houses with sewer
lines has been set up.”
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River projects: 1S
raises objection

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana has strongly ob-
jected to the approvals given
to Upper Tunga and Upper
Bhadra projects proposed in
Karnataka. The Central
Water Commission (CWC)
was requested to keep in

abeyance the clearances
given to these projects imme-
diately.

In his letter to the Director
of Project Appraisal (South)
Directorate at CWC, Telan-
gana Engineer-in-Chief (Irri-
gation) C Muralidhar said the
Tungabahdra sub-basin has to
contribute substantially to
Krishna River. The clearances
for the two projects by the
Commission would further
reduce the inflows into
Krishna River and thereby,
jeopardise the interests of
Telangana.

Muralidhar asserted that
Krishna was a deficit basin
and hence, the needs of lower
riparian States must be con-
sidered. Telangana was not
objecting to giving national
project status to any project
in Karnataka, but was only
against the CWC giving proj-
ect clearances without exam-
ining inter-State aspects in
line with the KWDT-I (Kr-

ishna Water Disputed Tribu-
nal-1) award. In his six-page
letter, Muralidhar cited sev-
eral previous orders running
into 52 pages. He reminded
that Special Leave Petitions
(SLPs) were still pending be-
fore the Supreme Court on al-
locations made by the
KWDT-2 to Upper Bhadra
and Upper Tunga projects.

The KWDT-1 allocated
water to Karnataka on en bloc
basis with certain restrictions
on utilisation in K-8 sub basin
(Tungabhadra sub basin)
where Upper Bhadra and
Upper Tunga projects are lo-
cated. Hence, the projects on
Tungabhadra cannot be
cleared by the CWC based on
the reallocations and the GO
issued by the Karnataka gov-
ernment, he contended.

The KWDT-I deferred allo-
cation to Upper Bhadra and
Upper Tunga projects until a
review Tribunal estimates the
sub-basin yield and only if
water was available would it
examine allocation to them.
KWDT-II has assessed the
yield in K-8 sub basin.

The Tribunal allocated 9
TMC to upper Bhadra and 11
TMC to Upper Tunga proj-
ects under 65% dependable
flows. However, the SLPs
were filed in the SC.
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Asani weakens
into cyclonic storm

Odisha and West Bengal brace for heavy rain

A gold-coloured chariot washed ashore at the Sunnapalli Sea Harbour in
Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh, amid turbulence due to Asani, on Wednesday.

BHUBANESWAR/KOLKATA

Several parts of Odisha and West
Bengal are bracing for heavy rain
as severe cyclone Asani weakened
toa cyclonic storm on Wednesday,
as it barrelled towards north
coastal Andhra Pradesh, packing
wind speed of 85 km per hour, the
Met Department said.

The weather system is likely to
further lose steam and turn into a
depression by Thursday morning,
it said. “It is very likely to move
nearly northwards for next few
hours and recurve slowly north-
northeastwards along Narsapur,
Yanam, Kakinada, Tuni and
Visakhapatnam coasts during
noon to evening on Wednesday,
and emerge into west central Bay
of Bengal off North Andhra
Pradesh coasts by night,” the India
Meteorological Department said
in a bulletin.

The Odisha government has put
five districts - Malkangiri, Koraput,
Rayagada, Ganjam and Gajapati -
on “high alert”, as they are likely to
be affected by the cyclone that may
touch landmass between Kakinada
and Visakhapatnam, about 200 km
from Odisha. Light to moderate
rain or thundershower is likely to
occur in Malkangiri, Koraput,
Rayagada, Kalahandi, Ganjam, Ga-
japati, Kandhamal, Nayagarh,
Khurda, Puri, Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar, the Regional Mete-
orological Centre said. Special Re-
lief Commissioner PK Jena said 60

Mysterious chariot

washes ashore in AP

SRIKAKULAM (AP): A mysteri-
ous gold-coloured chariot
washed ashore at Sunnapalli
Sea Harbour in Andhra’s
Srikakulam district on Tuesday
amid the impact of cyclone
Asani in the area. The people on
the shore were seen dragging
the chariot out of the water and
bringing it to the shore. Sl of
Naupada (Srikakulam) said that
the intelligence department
has been informed about the
incident. “It might have come
from another country. We have
informed Intelligence and
higher officials,” the Sl said. an

ODRAF (Odisha Disaster Rapid
Action Force) units and 132 teams
of fire service personnel have been
deployed in the State, considering
the emerging situation.

The National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) has earmarked a
total of 50 teams for undertaking
rescue and relief operations in
areas affected by Asani, the federal
agency said. Of the 50 teams, 22
have been deployed on the ground
in West Bengal, Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh while the remain-
ing 28 have been asked to be on
alert within these States, an NDRF
spokesperson said. p1i
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19% households do not use any toilet facility: NFHS

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Even though India
was declared Open Defecation
Free by the government in 2019,
the latest National Family Health
Survey conducted in 2019-21
showed that 19 percent of house-
holds do not use any toilet facility.

However, the report said the
percentage of households prac-
tising open defecation decreased
from 39 percent in 2015-16 to 19
per cent in 2019-21.

Access toa toilet facility is low-
est in Bihar (62 per cent), followed
by Jharkhand (70 per cent) and
Odisha (71 per cent).

The NFHS-5 found that 69
percent of households use an

improved sanitation facility that is
not shared with other households

AL o
and eight percent use a facility that
would be considered improved if
it was not shared.

“Nineteen percent of house-
holds have no facility, which
means that the household mem-
bers practice open defecation;’ the
report said.

“Eighty-three percent of
households have access to a toi-
let facility. Sixty-nine percent of

B

| Access to a toilet

facility is lowest in
Bihar (62 per cent),

 followed by Jharkhand

(70 per cent) and
Odisha (71 per cent)

Indian households use improved
toilet facilities, which are non-
shared facilities that prevent peo-
ple from coming into contact with
human waste and can reduce the
transmission of cholera, typhoid,
and other diseases,” it said.

The survey found that 11 per-
cent of urban households use a
shared facility, compared with
seven percent of rural households.

Access toa toilet facility ranges
from 69 percent among sched-
uled tribe households to 93 per-
cent among households which are
not Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe, or Other Backward Class
households.

On safe drinking water, the
report showed that 58 percent
of households do not treat their
water prior to drinking.

Highlighting a key gap in
child nutrition, the report has
found that 89 per cent of children
between the formative ages of 6-23
months do not receive a “mini-
mum acceptable diet”. This is only
marginally better than the 90.4 per
cent recorded in NFHS-4.

‘The NFHS report looked at
adequate diet for both breastfeed-
ing and non-breastfeeding chil-

dren till they reached two years.
It found that 88.9 per cent of
children between 6-23 months,
who are breastfeeding, did not
receive adequate diet in 2019-
2020 — a slight improvement
from 91.3 per cent in 2015-16.
And that 87.3 per cent of non-
breastfeeding children in this cat-
egory did not receive adequate
nutrition in 2019-21, up from
85.7 per cent in 2015-16.
Meanwhile, about 50 per cent
of women aged 15-24 years still
use cloth for menstrual protec-
tion, according to the latest report,
with experts attributing it to lack
of awareness and taboo existing
around menstruation. The experts
also said that if an unclean cloth
is reused, it increases exposure to
multiple local infections.
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Cyclone weakens: Odisha, Bengal brace for heavy rain

OUR CORRESPONDENT

BHUBANESWAR/ KOLK-
ATA: Several parts of Odisha
and West Bengal are bracing
for heavy rain as severe cyclone
Asani weakened to a cyclonic
storm on Wednesday, bar-
reling towards north coastal
Andhra Pradesh, packing
wind speed of 85 km per hour,
the MeT Department said.

The weather system is likely
to further lose steam and turn
into a depression by Thursday
morning, it said.

It is very likely to move
nearly northwards for the
next few hour and recurve
slowly north-northeastwards
along Narsapur, Yanam, Kaki-
nada, Tuni and Visakhapat-
nam coasts from noon to
evening on Wednesday, and
emerge into west-central Bay
of Bengal off North Andhra
Pradesh coasts by night, the
India Meteorological Depart-

Boats parked on the shore by fishermen as part of precautionary measures for Cyclone A

port in Thiruvananthapuram, on Wednesday
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sani, ot Vizhinjam
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ment said in a bulletin.

The Odisha government
has put five southern districts
— Malkangiri, Koraput, Ray-
agada, Ganjam and Gajapati
— on high alert, as they are
likely to be affected by the

cyclone that may touch land-
mass between Kakinada and
Visakhapatnam, about 200
km from Odisha.

Light to moderate rain
or thundershower is likely to
occur in Malkangiri, Kora-

put, Rayagada, Kalahandi,
Ganjam, Gajapati, Kandha-
mal, Nayagarh, Khurda, Puri,
Cuttack and Bhubaneswar, the
Regional Meteorological Cen-
tre said.

Special Relief Commis-

Cyclone weakens

sioner (SRC) P K Jena said
60 ODRAF (Odisha Disas-
ter Rapid Action Force) units
and 132 teams of fire service
personnel have been deployed
in the state, considering the
emerging situation.

The National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF)
has earmarked a total of 50
teams for undertaking rescue
and relief operations in areas
affected by Asani, the federal
agency said.

Of the 50 teams, 22 have
been deployed on the ground
in West Bengal, Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh while the
remaining 28 have been asked
to be on alert within these
states, an NDRF spokesper-
son said.

Meanwhile, the weather
office in Kolkata said the sys-
tem is likely to cause light to
moderate rain in the districts
of Gangetic West Bengal.

Continued on P4

“Heavy rainfall is likely at one or two places
over Purba and Paschim Medinipur, North and
South 24-Parganas and Nadia districts of Gan-
getic West Bengal till Thursday morning,” it said.

Kolkata recorded 44.8 mm of rainfall in the
past 24 hours till 8.30 am, the MeT Department
said. The weather office had asked fishermen
to suspend fishing operations in the region as
sea condition is likely to be high over west-cen-
tral and adjoining northwest Bay of Bengal till
Wednesday evening, and very rough to rough
over the same region thereafter on Thursday.

It said a storm surge of height about 0.5 m
above astronomical tide is likely to inundate low
lying areas of Krishna, East and West Godavari
districts of Andhra Pradesh and Yanam of Union
Territory of Puducherry.

The weatherman has been monitoring the
cyclonic storm since the first signs of its forma-
tion emerged last week. It has issued 30 national
bulletins since May 7, predicting the track of the
cyclone and alerting civic administrations about
the possible damage it could cause.
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