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83mn rural houses getting piped
water under Centre scheme: Data

Zia Haq
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A little over 83 mil-
lion rural households, or 43% of
the country’s 192 million rural
households, now have access to
piped drinking water connec-
tions under the flagship Jal
Jeevan Mission but some large
states with poor health out-
comes have been slow to expand
coverage, official data shows.

A marquee programme of the
Modi government, the Jal Jeevan
Mission, launched in 2019, aims
to connect every rural household
with a tapped water facility by
2024.

Access to clean water is one of
the UN’s 17 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals or SDGs.

Six states and [Inion territo-

SIX STATES AND UTs
HAVE COME OUT
ONTOP WITH 100%
COVERAGE SO FAR,
THE DATA SHOWED

ries have come out on top with
100% coverage so far, the data
show. These are Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Dadra And
Nagar Haveli, Goa, Telangana,
Puducherry and Haryana. Hary-
ana is the latest state to achieve
the target ahead of schedule.
Although the mission’s dead-
line is over two years away, some
large states have been able to
cover less than a quarter of total
rural households, the data show.
Among them is Uttar Pradesh,
which has covered only 12.74%

of its 26.4 million rural house-
holds so far.

The state has drawn up a lar-
gescale engineering project to
extend tap water connections in
Bundelkhand, one of the driest
parts of the country.

In terms of overall households
covered, Uttar Pradesh has been
the slowest in implementing the
programme.

The state is key to improving
India’s overall health parame-
ters, especially among children,
because it is the country’s most
populous state.

The Bundelkhand leg of the
Jal Jeevan Mission comprises
467 piped drinking water
schemes under 32 projects. Of
these, 43 are surface water-
based schemes and 424 are
ground water-hased.
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With the gazette notifica-
tion on projects’ control is-
sued by the Union Jal Shakti
Ministry coming into force
on October 14, the Godavari
River Management Board
{GRMB) has proposed to su-
petvise the operations of
Pedda Vagu project on Go-
davari on a pilot basis.

The Telangana State gov-
ernment has already re-
quested the Centre to post-
pone implementation of the
gazette notification, and the
irrigation officials have
made it clear that they
would take necessary action
only after consulting the
State government,

Overall operations

The GRMB meeting chaired
by its chairman ] Chan-
drashekhar Iyer at Jala
Soudha here on Monday
said the officials of both
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh would continue to
handle the operations in
their respective jurisdic-
tions, while the Board would
only monitor the overall op-
erations.

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 12- October-2021

GRMB proposes to
supervise Pedda Vagu

Says officials of TS, AP will continue to handle operations in their jurisdictions

' It is not possible to hand over all the
projects on Godavari to the Board as
requested by AP. There are issues

related to the projects which must be
addressed before taking further steps
— Rajat Kumar, TS Principal Secretary for Irrigation

Officials of both the States
have asked the Board to give
clarity on the seed money to
be deposited for expendi-
ture towards the irrigation
projects on Godavari,

Speaking to mediapersons
after the meeting, Telan-
gana Principal Secretary for
Irrigation Rajat Kumar said
the gazette notification does
not mention the Centre tak-
ing over the irrigation proj-
ects and the river manage-
ment boards are restricted
to monitoring the opera-
tions. He stated that the irri-
gation projects would go
under the purview of the
Board only if the State gov-
ernment hands them over
and a decision on handing
over Pedda Vagu project
will be taken after consult-
ing the State government,

About 2,000 acres of aya-

cut in Telangana and 13,000
acres of ayacut in Andhra
Pradesh are under the
purview of Pedda Vagu
project, “It is not possible to
hand over all the projects on
Godavari river to the Board
as requested by the Andhra
Pradesh government. There
are many issues related to
the projects which must be
addressed before taking fur-
ther steps. Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao has al-
ready urged the Centre to
give more time in this re-
gard. Only the Pedda Vagu
project will be brought
under the purview of the
GRMB after getting the
State government’s ap-
proval,” Rajat Kumar said.
Not surprisingly, the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment continued with the
double standards by de-

manding that the Board take
over all the irrigation proj-
ects of Telangana on Go-
davari River under its
purview. They also wanted
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) to take
over all the joint irrigation
projects on Krishna River
including Jurala project as
well as the pump houses
generating powet at Sri-
sailam project, under its
purview,

Rubbishing arguments
However, the Andhra
Pradesh government offi-
cials rejected Telangana’s
demand to hand over Siler
Hydel Power project to the
Board.

Further, Telangana gov-
ernment rubbished the ar-
guments of Andhra Pradesh
that it was diverting Go-
davari River water to fill its
tanks and other water bod-
ies duting the lean period
denying drinking water to
Andhra Pradesh.

The Andhra Pradesh au-
thorities also alleged that
Telangana was releasing
water from Srisailam proj-
ect in the name of hydel
power generation.
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Centre may delay takeover
of water projects in TS, AP

L. VENKAT RAM REDDY |
DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 11

The implementation of the
Centre's gazette from
October 14 taking over all
irrigation projects on the
KErishna and the Godavari
hangs in the balance as no
consensus could be reached
between  the  Centre,
Telangana and AP govern-
ments though the deadline
is just two days away.
Speculation is rife in offi-
cial circles that the Centre
may postpone the imple-
mentation of gazette by a
few more weeks.

The Centre is making
last-ditch efforts to con-
vince the Telangana and
the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernments to hand over the
projects by holding full-
fledged meetings of the
Godavari River Manage-
ment Board (GRMB) and
Krishna River Managem-
ent Board (KRMB).

On Monday, the Centre
convened a GRMB meeting
with senior irrigation offi-
cials of both states to dis-
cuss taking over Godavari
projects. The KEMB meet-
ing will be held on
Tuesday. The Centre urged
both the states to deposit

seed money of 2200 crore
each to the KRMB and the
sRMB to enable boards to
meet operational costs.
However, the TS govern-
ment is pinning its hopes
on the Centre postponing
the implementation of the
Gazette from October 14 fol-
lowing the request made by
Chief Minister K. Chandra-
shekar Rao during his
recent Delhi visit when he
met union jal shakti minis-
ter Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat twice and
sought postponement.

W Page 5: TS opposes
Centre's takeover bid
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15-Yr Study
Tracks Water

Quality

PaulJohn@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: The Sabarmati
has been suffering silently but
scientists recently have found
waysof measuringtheagonies
itisenduring. Onemethod was
tomap the water quality index
(WQI). Can theriver support 1i-
fe? How good or safe is theriver
water for human use? A 15-ye-
ar-study, from 2005, recorded
the WQI of the Sabarmati dete-
riorating severely all along its
length. If 0 was the best num-
berand1theworstonthe WQI,
then the Sabarma-

ti's score in its f1-
nal leg after it
passed thro-
ugh Ahmed-

abad and be- {§
fore it met

RIVER ™ mesarme
DUTRA e

SAVE SABARMATI [T i =niiy
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Sabarmati tums red then dead
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bank. Wakal, Sei, Harnav,
Hathmati, and Watrak are
small tributaries of the Sabar-
mati inGujarat.

But to understand the deg-
radation of theriver, a team of

£8 geographic information sy-

“At Rasikapur location,
which is in the downstream of
Sabarmatiriver,theWQIvalue abad.

ranged between 045 to 0.7,
which showed the effect of in-
(ustrial effluent discharge on
final river water quality” the
paper states. “Whereas at up-
stream points such as the Dha-
roi dam, the WQI ranged from
0.3t00.5,which isan indication
of less pollution load on the ri-

verumpamdmdown

The Sabarmati

the Arabian A TIMES OF INDIA ENDEAVOUR across 37Ikm —
Sea varled 48km

between045and0.7.

The study was conducted
by a team of researchers from
International Water Associa-
tion (IWA). A team consisting
of Anant Patel and Karishma
Chitnis measured water para-

in Rajast-
han and the remaining 323km
in Gujarat. At its 51km stage,
the river combines with Wakal
bank on the left. At the 67km
mark, it merges with Sei stre-
amon theright bank and with
Harnav at 103km on the left

stem (GIS) experts from three
universities examined
LANDSAT satellite images
from the US Geological Survey
tomeasure the turbidity levels
of the Sabarmati, which runs
through the heart of Ahmed-

The study was published in
October last year. Turbidity is
away to gauge water’s cloudi-
ness. The experts found that

pollution levels dropped by

TRAGIC FLOW

3% during the lockdown.
Maps were acquired for a five-
year period: 2015 to 2020, The
maps clearly show that the ri-
ver stretch within thecity nor-
mally appearsdeep yellow, red,
and green: the signs of heavy
pollution. The river turned
blue, reflecting the hue of re-
surrection, during the corona
closure,

The LANDSAT maps con-
tained colour coded reflectan-
cedata. They showed turbidity
levels, which result from in-
dustrial and domestic sewage

discharges, improving by mo-

re than 36% in the April-May
period last year. Turbidity le-
velshadgoneupashighas19.39
milligram per litre (mg/1) by
February that year In May
they dropped to just 5 mg/L
The river stretch near Sardar
Patel Bridge had the highest
amount of metal contamina-
tion when compared to upstre-
am, suggesting high anthropo-
genic activities, the research
paper said. Anthropogenic’ de-
notes origin in human activiti-
es. The paper was carried in
thereputable journal of Remo-
te Sensing Applications: Socie-
ty and Environment published
by Elsevier

“We noticed that the avera-
ge suspended particulate mat-
ter (SPM) in Sabarmati river
water has significantly decrea-
sed by about 36.48% when com-
pared with the pre-lockdown
period,” the paper had said.
“And a drop of 16.79% was ob-
served from the previous ye-
ar'saverage SPM.”

The authors of the paper
were Mohammad Adil Aman
of the department of remote
sensing and GIS applications
at Aligarh Muslim University;
Mohammed Salman of the de-
partment of geography at Ja-
mia Millia Islamia, Delhi; and
All Yunusof Natlonal Institute
for Environmental Studies,
Tsukuba, Japan.
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GRMB to begin management
of projects with Peddavagu

Telugu States not keen on handing over projects to River Board, say officials

A

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

A meeting of the Godavari
River Management Board
(GRMB) on implementation
of the board purview, sche-
duled from October 14 as per
a gazette notification issued
by the Ministry of Jal Shakti
on July 15, was held here on
Monday to collect the infor-
mation about the Godavari
Basin projects in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh.
However, the two States
stuck to their stand taken al-
ready — AP insisting on all
projects in the Basin in Te-
langana to be brought under
the board purview, while Te-
langana opposing it on the
ground that there is no need
to hand over the manage-
ment of projects which have
clear water allocation. At the
same time, they were unwill-
ing to give up the manage-
ment of some projects in the
Basin on the pretext that

—— | I‘i
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Godavari flood water released from Sriram Sagar Projectin
Nizamabad district during recent heavy rains. =k.v.rRamana

they were utilising water go-
ing waste into the sea.

The Telangana authorities
led by Special Chief Secre-
tary Rajat Kumar attended
the meeting and suggested
that river board to take up
the management of only
Peddavagu medium irriga-
tion project on experimental
basis to begin with. The pro-
ject constructed across Ped-

davagu, a tributary of Goda-
vari, near Aswaraopet in
Bhadradri-Kothagudem dis-
trict, has over 2,000 acres
ayacut in Telangana and ov-
er 13,000 acres in A.P.

It is stated that the board
authorities too have decided
to focus to make a start by
taking up the management
of Peddavagu project to be-
gin with.

Telangana authorities
were understood to be of the
view that the success of the
Peddavagu management by
the river board could en-
courage the member States
give their nod to a few more
projects.

On the other hand, the
authorities  have  also
brought to the board’s notice
that Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao had already
taken up the issue of post-
poning the implementation
of purview with the Centre
and they were hopeful of a
positive response.

The meeting was chaired
by GRMB Chairman J. Chan-
drashekhar Iyer and was at-
tending by officials of Telan-
gana and A.P. as also those of
the river board. The board
authorities have also asked
the two States to submit the
DPRs of other projects men-
tioned in the schedules at
the earliest.
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Recent crisis sheds light

go—

on treatment process

e

How water

=TTy

SUBHAJOY ROY

Ca.lwtt.a. Over the past few
days, several households in
the city received less than

ter treatment plants of the
tta Municipal Corpora-
(CMC) were forced to cut
on their production
use of excess sludge in
Hooghly water. More
sludge meant more time for
reatment and the production
as hit.
During the water crisis,
Aet tried to find out how
water from the Hooghly
nakes it to the tap in our

e of raw water

“he raw water of the Hooghly
s pumped up from the river
and taken into the five water
treatment plants of the CMC
— Palta, Dhapa, Garden
Reach, Watgunge and Joraba-
gan. While some plants like
the one at Palta is located right
near the river bank, some like

through

The settling tank

The first stage in the treat-
ment process is to put the raw
water into a settling tank. The
impurities that are of bigger
size settle down at the bottom
of the tank.

“The cleaner water in the
upper part of the tank crosses
over a wall and enters into an-
other container,” said an engi-
neer of the CMC’s water sup-
ply department. The wall,
(called baffle wall, is kept in the
tank with the purpose that
only clean water from
above%eo to the next stage
.@umt}gmﬁﬂw

- reaches
your homes

wall. The water at the bottom
remains within the enclosed
area and is taken out later.
Clariflocculation

This second stage of treatment
helps to separate the impuri-
ties in water that may have es-
caped the settling tank.

In this stage coagulants
like alum are added to the
water. The water is run
through a clariflocculator, a
mechanical unit where re-
maining finer particles come
together to form flocs. In the
process, they become heavy
and drop below.

The clean water from
above is now sent to a filter
bed, the next stage of treat-
ment.

The filter bed

The water, which now consists
of even fewer solid particles, is
passed through a filter bed
consisting of gravels and sand.
“After passing these three
stages, the water is clean
enough for drinking,” said a
CMC engineer.

The water is collected in a
storage tank for distribution.

Chlorination

In this stage, chlorine is mixed
with the water as it kills harm-
ful microbes that may be pres-
ent in the water. A CMC engi-
neer said chlorine was added
to the water near the point
where it entered the distribu-
tion pipes.

Distribution

The main lines from the treat-
ment plants take the water to
booster pumping stations lo-
cated across the city. In boost-
er stations, the water is given

an extra thrust by using

pumps so that it reaches the
farthest house under its area.
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