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RISKY | MOVE| Mega dam spanning Brahmaputra River to dwarf Three Gorges

Activists fear China’s super dam plan

Beijing, April 11: China
is planning a mega dam in
Tibet able to produce
triple the electricity gen-
erated by the Three
Gorges — the world’s larg-
est power station —stok-
ing fears among environ-
mentalists and in neigh-
bouring India. The struc-
ture will span the Brahma-
putra River before the wat-
erway leaves the Himalay-
as and flows into India, st-
raddling the world’s lon-
gest and deepest canyon at
an altitude of more than
1,500 metres (4,900 feet).
The project in Tibet’s

Medog County is expected
to dwarf the record-break-
ing Three Gorges Dam on
the Yangtze River in cen-
tral China, and is billed as
able to produce 300 billion
kilowatts of electricity
each year.

It is mentioned in
China’s strategic 14th
Five-Year Plan, unveiled
in March at an annual rub-
ber-stamp congress of the
country's top lawmakers.

But the plan was short
on details, a timeframe or
budget. The river, known
as the Yarlung Tsangpo in
Tibetan, is also home to

two other projects far
upstream, while six others
are in the pipeline or
under construction.

The “super-dam” howev-
er isin a league of its own.

Last October, the Tibet
local government signed a
“strategic cooperation ag-
reement” with PowerCh-
ina, a public construction
company specialising in
hydroelectric projects.

A month later the head of
PowerChina, Yan Zhiyong,
partially unveiled the proj-
ect to the Communist You-
th League, the youth wing
of China's ruling party.

Enthusiastic about “the
world’s richest region in
terms of hydroelectric
resources”, Yan explained
that the dam would draw
its power from the huge
drop of the river at this
particular section.

Beijing may justify the
massive project as an envi-
ronmentally-friendly alt-
ernative to fossil fuels, but
it risks provoking strong
opposition from environ-
mentalists in the same
way as the Three Gorges
Dam, built between 1994
and 2012. The Three
Gorges created a reservoir
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and displaced 1.4 million
inhabitants upstream.

“Building a dam the size
of the super-dam is likely
a really bad idea for many
reasons,” said Brian Eyler,
energy, water and sustain-
ability programme direc-
tor at the Stimson Center,
a US think tank.

Besides being known for
seismic activity, the area
also contains a unique bio-
diversity. The dam would
block the migration of fish
as well as sediment flow
that enriches the soil duri-
ng seasonal floods downst-
ream, said Eyler — AFP
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This photo shows the Yarlung Zangbo Grand Canyon in Nyingchi city, in China's western

Tibet Autonomous Region. China is planning a mega dam in Tibet able to produce triple
the electricity generated by the Three Gorges — the world's largest power station — stok-

ing fears among environmentalists and in India. The structure will span the Brahmaputra
River before the waterway leaves the Himalayas and flows into India, straddling the
world's longest and deepest canyon at an altitude of more than 1,500 metres. arp
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Not enough water resources
tomeet ‘Jal Jeevan' target

SHRUTHI H M SASTRY
BENGALURU, DHNS

arnataka may not be
K;lble to provide tap wa-

er connections to all
the rural households (RHH)
asenvisioned under Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM), unless it ad-
dresses the larger issue of wa-

v

ter scarcity. Officials in the
RDPR department fear that
they would hit a roadblock in
at least five districts, including
Bengaluru Rural, Bengaluru
Urban, Tumakuru, Chikka-
ballapur and Kolar, where
there are no river water sourc-
es to cater to about 20 lakh
households.

Deccan Herald 12-April-2021

State may not achieve 100% tap connections to rural households

Of the total 91.19 lakh rural
households, the state govern-
ment has been able to provide
connections to 26 lakh rural
households.

While the Centre had giv-
en time until 2023 to achieve
100% connections, Chief
Minister B S Yediyurappa had
recently shot off a letter to Jal
Shakti Minister Gajendra Sin-
ghShekawatseeking time until
2024. However, even with an
extension, the government
maynotbeabletoreachall the
households.

“When it comes to certain
drought-prone areas, we sim-
ply don’t have a solution as we
don’t have rivers to bring wa-
ter.Inrural areas, farmersalso
competitively drill borewells
adding to the crisis,” an official
in the Rural Development &
Panchayat Raj department
said, requesting anonymity.

The above five districts
apart, Kalaburagi, Bidar,
Chitradurga, Davangere and
parts of Haveri will also be a
challenge.

“The Jal Jeevan Mission

envisages provision of a min-
imum of 55 litres per capita
per day of water. Wherever
there are borewells, the max-
imum volume of water that
can be supplied is up to 40
litres. Also, borewells aren’t
a sustainable solution,” the
official explained, adding that
the department was right
now looking at providing con-
nections only in places where
it could meet the 55 litres
target.

These concerns come even
as big-ticket drinking water

projectssuchasthe Yettinahole
have failed to see completion.
Speaking to DH, water con-
servation expert S Vishwanath
felt that the state should focus
on groundwater recharge.
“The government should real-
ise thatgroundwaterwill be the
only source of water for many
habitations. They have toiden-
tify the right aquifer, recharge
itand protectitfromirrigation.
Lakes will be recharge zone
for open well or borewell. This
should be used for Jal Jeevan
Mission,” he pointed out.
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100 villages in Krishna basin to get flood alerts

Public broadcasting system
to be used for communication

CHIRANJEEVI KULKARN!
BENGALURU, DHNS

earning from the 2019
Ldisasler when floods and
landslides cost 91 lives
and caused a total loss of over
Rs 35,000 crore, the disaster
management officials have
begun work to build a state-
of-the-art public broadcasting
systemin 100 villages of 13 dis-
tricts in Krishna basin.
TheKarnataka State Natural

v

Disaster Management Center
(KSNDMC) has designed a
multi-tier system where com-
munication can be relayed
directly from state, district or
taluk headquarter to all the
vulnerable gram panchayats.
“Besidesthelocal expertise,
the system will have direct
connections with scientific
institutions such as Indian
Space Research Organisation
and several networks moni-
toring seismic, weather and

other phenomena. The focus
will be on reducing the time
consumed at several stages,
from identifying the problem
to the relaying it to the last re-
ceiver,” a senior official from
the KSNDMC said.

The loudspeakers will come
to life not only for floods but
also to provide information
on extreme weather like heat-
wave, heavy rains and weather
phenomena that has a direct
consequence onagrarian life.

“This continuous engage-
ment will not only ensure that
thesystem s inworking condi-
tion, but also helps in develop-
ing a communication channel
with the public,” he said.

The system will provide

(11
These districts
need immediate

attention
Official

three types of messages. First,
public awareness messages
with a precautionary note
based on the information
gathered through scientific
monitoring networks; sec-
ondly, warning about ongoing
eventsonce the disastersetsin
atan area and lastly, follow up
ontheeventsby providing advi-
sories keep in mind long-term

impacts of disasters.

The 100 “severe flood-vul-
nerable” gram panchayats
are spread across Belagavi,
Raichur, Ballari, Koppal, Kala-
buragi, Bagalkot, Vijayapura,
Gadag, Haveri, Dharwad, Shi-
vamogga, Uttara Kannadaand
Yadgir.

Officials plan to set up the
new systemin Raichur, Belaga-
vi and Vijayapura in the first
phase within the next three
monthsatacostof Rs 1 crore.

“These districts need im-
mediate attention. Once the
central system is in place, all
we need toscale up the system
are simple devices like trans-
mitters, loudspeakers and am-
plifiers,” the official said.

- ——

The 2019 ﬁond;costm lives and caused a loss of Rs 35,000 crore. oH FILE PHOTO
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Telangana Today 12-April-2021

IMD issues thunderstorm warning in State

CITY BUREAU
Hydarabad

After suffering from the
scorching sun for weeks,
Telangana is seeing a drop
in temperature due to pre-
monsoon activities, The
India Meteorological De-
partment, Hyderabad has is-
sued a thunderstorm warn-
ing for several districts from
April Tl to14,
According to the officials,
districts including Hyder-
abad, Rangareddy Medchal -
Malkajgiri, Adilabad, Ko-
maram Bheem-Asifabad,
Mancherial, Nirmal,
Jagtiyal, Pedapalli, Karimna-
gar, Rajanna-Siricilla,
Nizamabad, Kamareddy,
Sangareddy, Medak,
Vikarabad, Narayanpet, Ma-
habubnagar, Jogulamba-
Gadwal, Wanaparthy will
receive light to moderate
rains for the next four days.
Some parts of the State may
also witness hailstorms,
Dr K Nagaratna, Director,
IMD-Hyderabad, said a cy-
clonic circulation persists
over Chhattisgarh and
neighbouring States, A
north-south trough is also
running from interior

The Durgam Chenovu Cable Bridge wears a deserted look on Sunday evening. — Photo: Tharun Adurugatla

Karnataka to interior T'amil
Nadu due to which a few
districts of Telangana may
receive heavy rainfall,
Thanks to the pre-mon-
soon activities, the city got a
respite from the scorching

sun, The maximum temper-
ature recorded in Hyder-
abad on Sunday was 34.8 de-
Free Celsius, which is at
east 3 degree Celsius less
than the normal tempera-
ture. As per this week’s fore-

cast, the maximum temper-
atures could go up to 38 de-
e Celsius, which is a re-
ief from the burning 40
degree Celsius that the city
dwellers endured for about
aweek at the start of April,

Various places in the State
have seen a dip in the mer-
cury levels in the last two
days. The maximum tem-
perature of 40 degree Cel-
sius was recorded from Adi-
labad on Sunday.
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Sikkim, Tripura homes
to get tap water soon

ikkim and Tripura plan to provide tap
water connections to all households by

March 2022 and 2023, respectively. Up to
38% of India’s 38% rural population has been
covered under the Jal Jeevan Mission, with
21.4% rural households provided tap water
connections since the scheme’s launch in 2019.

“Tripura has around 8 lakh rural households,
out of which 2.14:1akh (27%) households have
tap water connections. State has planned to
provide 100% tap connections to all rural
households by 202,” Jal Shakti ministry said in
astatement on Saturday.

“Sikkim has about 1.05 lakh households, out
of which 81 thousand (77%) households have
tap water connections. About 10,300 tap water
connections were provided in 2020-21. State
has planned to provide 100% tap connections
in all households by 2021-22,” the statement
added. STAFF WRITER
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