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Groundwater levels improve

Rise from 5.67 metres below ground level in July 2020 to 4.16 mbgl in July 2021, showing a 1.51 metre increase

NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA
HYDERABAD

At a time when several cities across
the world are seeing alarming levels of
groundwater depletion, Hyderabad is
witnessing exactly the opposite trend.
The mean groundwater level in the
Hyderabad division rose from 5.67 me-
tres below ground level (mbgl) in July
2020 to 416 mbgl in July 2021, showing
a 151 metre increase. According to
Telangana Ground Water Department
(TGWD), there has been an increase in
groundwater levels across the State.

“The biggest factor contributing to
the increase or decrease of ground
water level is rainfall. Hyderabad has
had a few good monsoon seasons, re-
sulting in an increase in groundwater
levels. One other factor that has ma-
jorly impacted the situation is the in-
creased water supply through projects
like the Kaleshwaram Project and Mis-
sion Bhagiratha. These measures have
reduced dependence of citizens on
borewells,” points out Dr Pandith  The excess rainfall received by Hyderabad this monsoon is the biggest factor for the increase in groundwater level.
Madhunure, Director, TGWD.
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MODI REVIEWS
FLOOD SITUATION
IN VARANASI

VARANASI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
spoke to the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Varanasi city unit chief
Vidyasagar Rai and took stock
of the flood situation in the dis-
trict, said the party’s Kashi
region spokesperson Navratan
Rathi.

Varanasi is the prime minis-
ter's parliamentary constitu-
ency.

Rathi said that the Prime
Minister also asked Rai
whether the water level of
Ganga river was stable or
increasing and sought to know
the status of relief work being
carried out by the party to help
the flood-affected people.

PM Modi assured all possible
help to the flood-affected peo-
ple, Rai said. He added that the
PM said, “In case of any need,
please inform me. All possible
help would be given.”

The Central Water Commis-
sion said the water level in the
Ganga was rising continuously
in Varanasi. The Ganga was
flowing at 72.08 metres in the
city on Wednesday and this
level was above the danger
mark of 71.262 metres, the com-
mission said. HTC
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‘Cleanest’ Indore is now
first ‘water plus’ city also

RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
BHOPAL, AUG. 11

Indore, the cleanest city of
India, on Wednesday became
the first city in the country
to be accorded Water Plus
Certificate.

The latest feat will
strengthen its bid to secure
“7 Star City’ rating under
garbage-free cities category
of Swachh Survekshan 2021.

Water Plus Certification is
mandatory for a city to get
the ‘7 Star City’ rating.

A city can be declared
Water Plus when all waste-
water released from house-
holds, commercial establish-
ments, drains etc can be

treated to the level that
meets the norms of Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), before releasing the
treated water to the environ-
ment. Besides, adequate
capacity of wastewater and
sewage treatment facilities
need to be ensured and the
mechanism of the system
should be made sustainable.

Half-a-dozen teams of
Union Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs (UMHUA)
visited the city last month to
conduct a survey and found
out that a system has been
put in place in the city to
ensure that wastewater
released from households,
commercial establishments,
drains etc is not released to

Kahn and Saraswati rivers.

The wastewater is channel-
ised to the sewage treatment
plant which then feeds the
Kahn and Saraswati rivers.

Chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan hailed the
feat, saying “Heartiest con-
gratulations to citizens of
Indore as it becomes the first
SBM (Swachh Bharat
Mission) Water Plus certi-
fied city under Swachh
Survekshan 2021. Indore has
been an example for the
whole nation for its determi-
nation and dedication
towards cleanliness”.

Indore has been declared
the cleanest city in the coun-
try for the fourth time in a
row under SBM survey.



VUUINI VAMSHIDHARA
|DC
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The Telangana High
Court on Wednesday
pulled up the state gov-
ernment, asking what it
was doing when the
high-power committee
(HPC), constituted in
2016 to look into issues
related to GO 111 vis-&-
vis the twin reservoirs
Himayat Sagar and
Osama Sagar, is sitting
silent without submit-
ting the reports.

The issues included
the deletion of some
areas from its limits,
which does not fall
within the 10km area
close to the catchment
area of the two reser-

VOirs.
The division bench
comprising Chief

Justice Hima Kohli and
Justice Vijayvsen Reddy
inquired about the
existence of the high-
power committee and its
accomplishments so far.

The bench was dealing
with a petition filed by
one of the private par-
ties, who Sﬂllght a court
direction to the authori-
ties to allow him con-
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HC pulils up TS govt
over twin reservoirs

Petitioner seeks to construct on his land despite GO 111

THE BENCH posed a volley of questions to the
government as it had shown no sense of responsi-
bility to follow up on the issue and redress the

grievances of the citizens.

“THESE PEOPLE are suffering for decades
because their lands were brought into the limits of
GO 111 even as they do not come under catchment

area,” the bench noted.

HOWEVER, STATE counsel was unclear about it
all and sought time to produce the details.

struct buildings on his
land at Vatti
Nagulapally village.

The bench posed a vol-
ley of questions to the

government as it had
shown no sense of
responsibility to follow
up on the issue and

redress the grievances
of the citizens.

“These people are suf-
fering for  decades
because their lands were
brought into the limits
of GO 111 even as they
do not come under
catchment area,” the
bench noted,

The bench added:
“Without their fault, the
aggrieved persons are
suffering, but the gov-
ernment simply consti-
tuted the HPC and left
things at that, the bench

observed in a tone of
indictment.” When state
counsel submitted that
the HPC had convened
its meetings 28 times so
far, Chief Justice Hima
Kohli asked counsel to
produce the minutes and
resolutions of those
meetings.

However, state counsel
was unclear about it all
and sought time to pro-
duce the details.

Chief Justice Kohli
was irritated over the
attitude of the govern-
ment on this issue and
observed that the bench
will direct abrogation of
the HPC as it was
“doing nothing.”

Directing government
counsel to come with a
report on the present
status of HPC, the court

adjourned the case to
August 16. The bench
also made it clear that, if
the government does not
come forward to deal
with the grievances, it
will allow the victims to
go further ahead in the
matter.

The petitioner said he
was denied permission
for the construction
works, by sayving a par-
ticular survey number
of this land came under
the GO 111 limits. But,
the petitioner argued
that his land was just
opposite to the US
Consulate and on the
side of the financial dis-
trict.

All the lands surround-
ing his land were
allowed to raise the
buildings, he said, and
asked why he is not
allowed to do so.

Given the global envi-
ronmental emergency,
and the recent UN decla-
ration of code red for
humanity, it would be a
great letdown by the sys-
tem if we compromised
on a GO that has been
protecting our city's
green balance, as it
water source and a mega
lung space.
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YAMUNA CLEANING PROCESS TO BE
COMPLETED WITHIN 3 YRS: JAIN

NEW DELHI: Water Minister Satyendar Jain on
Wednesday said the cleaning process of Yamuna is
likely to be completed within the next three years,
according to a statement by the Delhi govt.STP is
being revamped with low cost and efficient interven-
tions to boost the cleaning process. Delhi Jal Board
should make efforts on war footing to clean Yamuna
within the next three years, Jain said at a meeting to
review the progress on the work of cleaning the river.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 12- August-2021

‘Weak rainfall activity
to continue tll Aug 15’

The south peninsula meteorological division
has 8% more rainfall than normal so far

Villagers of Manash village with their belongings use boats to shift to a safer place after the water level

rises of Ganga river following monsoon rain, in Patna, Wednesday

PIC/PTI

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The current
spell of weak monsoon over
the country is likely to continue
for the next five days, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said on Wednesday.

However, the intense rain-
fall spell over northeast and
adjoining east India, north-
ern parts of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, is expected to last till
August 14 and reduce thereaf-
ter, the IMD said.

Subdued rainfall is very
likely over north Indian plains
{Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan),
adjoining central India and
most parts of peninsular India
(outside Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala), including Maharashtra
and Gujarat till August 15, it
said.

Rainfall activity will
increase over peninsular India
from August 16 onwards, the
IMD said.

Scattered to widespread
rainfall is very likely over Tam-
ilnadu and Kerala during next
five days with isolated heavy
falls over Tamil Nadu during
August 11-14 and over Kerala
during August 11-12.

The current spell of weak
monsoon conditions over
the country is likely to con-
tinue till next 5 days (August
11-15), outside northeast and
adjoining east India, north-
ern parts of Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar where current
activities of intense rainfall
spell likely to continue till
August 14 with reduction
thereafter, the IMD said.

According to the IMD data,
from June 1 to August 10, the
country received 5 per cent less
rainfall than normal.

The east and northeast
India meteorological division
of the IMD has recorded 12
per cent less rainfall, while the
northwest India and central

India meteorological divisions
have recorded minus 2 and 7
per cent rainfall respectively.

The south peninsula mete-
orological division has 8 per
cent more rainfall than nor-
mal so far. The current spell
of fairly widespread to wide-
spread rainfall activity with iso-
lated heavy to very heavy falls
are very likely to continue over
northeast and sub-Himalayan
West Bengal and Sikkim dur-
ing August 11-14 and reduce
thereafter.

[solated extremely heavy
falls are also likely over Assam
and Meghalaya during August
11 to 13, the IMD said.

Widespread rainfall
with isolated heavy falls are
very likely to continue over
east Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and Gangetic West
Bengal during August 11-14
and isolated very heavy falls
over Bihar on August 11 and
12, it said.
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ecently the quiet Sangla Val-

ley suddenly came in the

limelight when granite boul-

ders fell with great fury on
the bridge of a small river and killed
the tourists travelling on it. More
generally, however, this as well as the
greater part of Kinnaur district of
Himachal Pradesh have been regard-
ed as a good example of a region
where people live in the proverbial
lap of nature, a region which needs
protective policies — protection of
nature as well as livelihoods of vil-
lagers that have been traditionally in
harmony with nature,

Protection of animals and birds
and river-life is also best achieved in
conditions of harmony between peo-
ple and nature. The beautiful Sutlej
river flows across much of this dis-
trict. A recent study of air quality
found the air here to be purest
among all the parts of India surveyed.

However there are increasing
doubts whether aspects like excep-
tional purity of air or beauty of river
are adequately valued today. The
river and forests are not just beauti-
ful, they are almost extremely useful
for villagers. A crucial question before
such a region is - will the develop-
ment path adopted by such a region
protect its very special virtues and
strengths, or will it disrupt them?

Those in charge of important
decisions regarding such a region
need to be extra sensitive to these
concerns, particularly as many vil-
lagers already feel disturbed that
these aspects are being neglected.
Will the authorities learn to be more
careful and sensitive before it is too
late?

Let us first recognize that within
this lap of nature there can also be
serious risks and hazards, as was
emphasised in the recent cruel land-
slide near Sangla which killed nine
tourists, The geologists who visited
the landslide site subsequently are
reported to have stated in their ini-
tial comments that the bare hills
which witnessed the disastrous land-
slide badly need vegetation to help
in stabilising the granite stones.

The majestic hills of Kinnaur cre-
ate a false picture of strength which
can be very deceptive as the ecologi-

BHARAT DOGRA
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Fragile hills need
to be left alone

cally young hills exhibit frequent
signs of instability and fragility which
needs stabilisation (among other
ways by more vegetation and green-
ery) but what has taken place instead
is a huge construction boom of hydro
projects involving loss of trees and
vegetation as well as blasting work
which further weakens fragile hill sta-
bility and starts several new land-
slides while aggravating existing
prone areas.

Many activists and villagers of
Kinnaur and neighboring areas have
said in their protests that the spate
of hydro projects, whether under
construction, planned or proposed
on the Sutlej, by some estimates stat-
ed to be over 100, are quite beyond
the carrying capacity of the river and
the region, and will ruin the beautiful
river by converting it into a long
series of tunnels and reservoirs. It is
stated that the tunnel of the 804 MW
Jungi Thopan Powari hydro project
will be 12 km long.

The concerns of people are justi-
fied, but the companies which are
sent in here as developers do not fre-
quently understand what people say;
they only understand what can be
measured in rupees and MWs. So,
there is a growing gap between what
people say and what powerful com-
panies do. Someone has to bridge
this gap before it is too late.

There are beautiful farms where
for centuries entire families have
worked and harvested, singing folk
songs. Water springs have also flowed
down the hills bringing clean pure
water for drinking and irrigating
fields and orchards. But now big tun-
nels are being constructed, diverting
water and ruining springs with their
debris and explosions. Trees are
being cut and what is taken up in the
compensatory replanting efforts is
poorly planned and implemented.
Even the much-cherished chilgoza
tree, known for its highly nutritious
edible seeds, is increasingly threat-
ened.

Tribal communities have lived in
peace here for centuries. The Con-
stitution of India respected their way
of life by creating special scheduled
areas providing scope for protecting
tribal community life. The special
PESA law further strengthened this
protection by giving them and gram

sabhas a big say in decisions con-
cerning their land and people. But
unfortunately when the big compa-
nies come they do whatever they
want without restrictions and these
various protective provisions are for-
gotten, or avoided using various
dubious tricks. The powerful always
have their way, but when the weak
feel cheated time and again, this is
not good for democracy, and one
hopes that the authorities realise this
before it is too late.

This region needs peace and
protection, based on a much bigger
and empowering role for rural com-
munities, Let them have the main say
in what peace and protection-based
development of their land requires,
and the rest will work itself out, But if
the authorities continue to persist
with their present policy of imposing
what they want on peaceful people,
then the results will be disruptive for
people as well as for the environ-
ment.

a9

Inflicting ecologically ruinous
path on the region and the river will
adversely affect a much wider region
beyond Kinnaur and its immediate
neighborhood. Clearly the govern-
ment should opt for a development
path based on protection and peace,
not disruption and destruction.

The writer is Honorary Convener, Campaign
to Protect Earth Now. His recent books
include Man Over Machine (Gandhian Ideas
for our Times) and Protecting Earth for
Children.
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Indore is India’s 1st water plus city

AGE CORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL, AUG. 11

Indore, the cleanest city
of India, on Wednesday
became the first city in
the country to be accord-
ed Water Plus Certif-
icate. The latest feat will
strengthen its bid to
secure “7-star City” rat-
ing under garbage free
cities category of
Swachchh Survekshan
2021. Water Plus

Certification is mandato-
ry for a city to get the “7-
star City” rating.

A city can be declared
water plus when all
waste water released
from households, com-
mercial establishments,
drains, etc., can be treat-
ed to the level that meets
the norms of Central
Pollution Control Board ,
before releasing the
treated water to the envi-
ronment.

Business Line- 12- August-2021

With rainfall deficit at 64 %,
Gujarat releases water for crops

OUR BUREAU

Ahmedabad, August 11

Rainfall deficit in Gujarat has
reached 64 per cent as on August
10, putting kharif cultivation in
the State at stake.

The State government, how-
ever, has announced release of
water from the dams and reser-
voirs that will benefitabout5lakh
hectares of the farm area and save
the farmers from the crop dam-
age due to shortage of water.

So far, the State has received 305

mm rainfall, which is 63.69 per
cent departure from the long-
period average of 840 mm.

According to the State irriga-
tion department, the largestirrig-
ationscheme of the State—Sardar
Sarovar dam on Narmada river —
has 4,408 million cubic meters
(MCM) of water or 46.6 per cent
filling againstits storage capacity.

Gujarat has seen total kharif
sowingon 75.73 lakh ha—margin-
ally higher than 74.92 lakh ha in
the lastyear.
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Aslowtricklefor111-mnparched homes waitingfor waterontap

ABHISHEK WAGHMARE & RUCHIKA CHITRAVANSHI
New Delhi, 1 August

Acthird of villages inthe country donot
have piped water supply infrastructure
(infra). Another third hasthe infra, but
tap waterto householdsremains a pipe
dream. The government has promised to
plumbin¥s50,000 crorethisyearonthe
ruraldrinking water scheme.

‘With closeto 111 million homes still
thirsty for tap water, the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) needstoexpediteits
implementationifthe target of 100-per
cent tap water connections to parched
rural households has tobe metin the
next three years. The speed of
implementation needs to be better than
2020-21(FY21)-amilestone year that saw
32-million tap water connections.

The Government ofIndia
restructured and subsumed the National
Rural Drinking Water Programme
(NRDWP)into JIM in 2019, after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi announced on
Independence Daythetarget of
providingdrinkingtap watertoall
households by2024. The scheme
gathered pace after the announcement.
The number of households with
functional drinking water taps, which
had grown from 22 million to40 million
insixyearsto2019-20 (FY20), has now
grown close to 80 million in August. The
doubling period has shrunk from six
years tol8 months.

Despite this achievement, the target
seems Sisyphean. These 80 million-odd
households make up 41 percentof rural
families. There are still another 78
million homesin villages with piped

MAJORITY OF VILLAGES DO
NOT GIVE HOUSEHOLD
TAP WATER IN INDIA

Categories of villages

~With all households havin
1,07,314 tap water connection b
1,27,706

—Where tap connection work
has begun

1,91,864 L with piped water, but no
household tap connection
work begun

Liithout piped water supply
Target: 111 mn households to be
covered in 3 years inmn

Having tap waterin
F hnuseiold

‘_Wlfh no tap water, despite
beingin villages with piped
water supply

SPEED OF TAP
WATER

Daily rate of
tap provision

100,000

A FEW BIG STATES SLOW
IN PROGRESS

PROVISION 5000 share of households with
JUMPS IN — functional potable water taps
2020-21 ' BUT ' Share of hqusss with

SLOWS DOWN 25,000 tap water (in %)

IN 2021-22 s k.. ,

Tap connections g 0 e

provided perday  201-15  201-2 20 40 60 80

Note: BScalculations

BUT CUMULATIVE COVERAGE LOOKS
MUCH BETTER NOW

No. of households

| With tap water ® Without tap water
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16
2016-17
2017-18

2018-19 FY TN
2019-20

Source: Ministry of Jal Shakti

(inmn)

water supply 2020-21 K] 18.3 Source: Ministry of Jal Shakti
water infra, but without tap water households. general electionsin India, when Modi

provision. Further, there are 34 million
homesinvillages which donothavea
piped water systematall.

From NRDWP to JJM: Speed and
speedbreaker

The NRDWP-a parent programme of
JIM-waslaunched in 2009 with the sole
objective of providing 55 litres of water
per person perdayto 35 percent of rural

Butan audit by the Comptrollerand
Auditor General (CAG) of India found
that by 2017, eight years after thelaunch,
only17 percent of ruralhomes had
benefited from the scheme- reaching
only halfthe target. The JJM, announced
ayear after the CAG report wastabled in
Parliament, expanded the ambit of the
scheme toall rural households, and puta
target yearof 2024, coinciding with the

fights for athird term in office.

Afterthe JIM announcement, the
pick-upinspeed isvisible on the ground.
New tap connections, which had ranged
between 2,000 and 10,000 per day till
FY20, zoomed to more than 88,000 taps
perdayinFY21.The Centre, too, chipped
inwith¥0,000 crore and 311,000 crore in
FY20and FY21, respectively - twice the
amount spent in the preceding years.

Government officials said one reason
forthisspeed isthe use of groundwater.
Household tap water systems can be
developed quicklyinsuchvillages with
the next30-40 yearsin mind.

“Whenwaterisavailableinthe same
village and does not have to be brought
fromelsewhere, it takes sixto 10 months
toprovide the connection. We have
crossed twoyearssince JJM began,” said
aseniorofficial. The scheme has
benefited from pastinvestments as well.
Inareas where the scheme (includingthe
NRDWP) had partly progressed, JIM
worked towards overhauling the existing
supply systems, puttingin place
mechanisms for groundwater recharge
and ensuring supply to households left
behind. However, the speed has
mellowed this year, despitea fivefold
increase in central funding. In2021-22
(FY22)till August, the daily rate has gone
downto 18,000, despite an allocation of
350,000 crore forthe scheme.

Half of remainder target falls on
three states

Ofthe 111-million remaining households,
West Bengal (WB), Uttar Pradesh (UP),
and Rajasthan account for nearly 50-
million taps. The household coverage of
potable drinking water in these states is
109 per cent, 12.2 per cent, and 20.4 per
cent, respectively.

Among large states, Telangana (100
per cent), Haryana, Bihar, and Punjab
havebeensuccessful in providing tap
water to more than 80 per cent of families
inthestates.

According to government officials,
therearelegacy and governance issuesin

some states, such as Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, UP,and WB.

ForUP, thesize of the stateitselfisa
challenge. The state lacks a full-fledged
department tolead thisinitiative. InWB,
however, the scheme has not taken off
duetopolitical reasons.

“Thedifferences are being settled. We
areseeing improvement in some states.
Forinstance, Assam is adding 6,000-
7,000 connectionseveryday,” said a
senior official in the Jal Shakti ministry.

UP, too, is gaining traction. Tts target is
toget coverage in 60,000 villages by the
end of thisyear. The Centre hasreleased
2,400 crore recently to the state, which
will goto Assembly pollsin early 2022.

Thingsare pickingupin Tripura,
according tosources, afterthe newchief
secretary —atrusty hand inthe water
managementsector — hastaken charge.

The government is, however,
concerned aboutsmaller statesdealing
withtechnical difficulties.

“We are discussing orientation of
engineering-level officersin Jharkhand
and Chhattisgarh,” said an official.

States such as Bihar, which began
expediting household tap water
connections beforethe JIM, havethe
early-entrant advantage.

With over 86-per cent coverage,
Bihar has capitalised on funds from the
Fourteenth Finance Commission. “Itis
notinneed of additional allocation
right now and has sufficient resources
available toit,” added a senior
government official. The quarterly
planshows Bihar is on its way to
complete 100-per cent achievementin
FY22.
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