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Mullaperiyar dam: Parties

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Tues-
day said the litigation per-
taining to 126-year-old Mul-
laperiyar dam is not
“adversarial” as this is a PIL
in the sense that safety, se-
curity and health issues of
the people staying around
the dam are involved in the
mattet.

A bench headed by Jus-
tice A M Khanwilkar told
the advocates appearing for
the respective parties in the
matter that they should as-
sist it in identifying the
“core issues” which needs to
be addressed by the court.
Mullaperiyar dam was built
in 1895 on the Periyar river
in Idukki district of Kerala.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Dinesh Mahesh-
wari and C T Ravikumar,
noted that advocates ap-
pearing in the matter have
agreed to have a joint meet-
ing to identify the core is-

told to identify core issues

Mullaperivar dam was built in 1895 on the Periyar river in Idukki
district of Kerala.

sues that need to be ad-
dressed by the top court in
these proceedings. “They
(advocates) have assured
the court that they will ar-
ticulate the issues on which
there is consensus and also
the issues on which there is
difference of opinion and
submit a note in that regard
before the next date of hear-
ing,” the bench said.

When one of the lawyers
raised the issue pertaining

to seepage data, the bench
said it has to be first decided
what are the core issues that
the court needs to answer in
these proceedings.

The apex court said man-
agement of water level in
the dam is a matter for
which an expert committee
has already been appointed
by the court and safety of
the dam is also a related
issue which has to be ad-
dressed by the panel.
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SC defers hearing
on Mekedatu case

NEW DELHI, DHNS

r I Whe Supreme Court on
Tuesday deferred its
hearing ina plea related

to Mekedatu balancing reser-

voir project to January 25.

A bench, presided over
by Justice A M Khanwilkar,
adjourned the matter as it
was pointed out the case was
wrongly tagzed with the Mul-
laperiyar dam case,

The counsel said the matter
should be detagged and listed
again. The court said the Me-
kadaru case would come up for

hearing on January 25.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment had filed several pleas,
including the one for a direc-
tion tothe Central Water Com-
mission to reject and return
the detailed project report for
the proposed Mekedatu bal-
ancing reservoir-cum-drink-
ing water project filed by Kar-
nataka on January 18, 2019,

In its application, the state
government asked the court
to restrain the Ministry of En-
vironment and Forest and its
agencies from entertaining
any application for clearance

relating to the Mekedatu proj-
ect.

The planning of the Meka-
datuproject by Karnatakawith
a capacity of 67.16 tme ft and
generation of 400 MW pow-
er at a cost of about Rs 5,000
eroreisin gross violation of the
decision of Cauvery Water Dis-
putes Tribunal of February 5,
2007 asaffirmed by this court
inits judgmenton February 16,
2018, it said.

Tamil Nadu claimed that the
projectwas located in the Can-
very Wildlife Sanctuary and a
Reserve Forgst,
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HC orders notice to
Centre on Dam Safety Act

DMK MP files plea against legislation

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Tuesday ordered notice to
the Centre on a case filed by
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam (DMIK) Lok Sabha mem-
ber S. Ramalingam challeng-
ing the constitutional
validity of the Dam Safety
Act, 2021, on the grounds
that it goes against federal-
ism and is beyond the legis-
lative competence of the
Centre.

The First Division Bench
of Acting Chief Justice Mun-
ishwar Nath Bhandari and
Justice P.D. Audikesavalu
heard preliminary argu-
ments advanced by senior
counsel P. Wilson for the pe-
titioner and directed Addi-
tional Solicitor General R.
Sankaranarayanan to make
sure that a counter affidavit

File counter affidavit within
three weeks, says Madras
High Court Bench.
was filed within three
weeks.

In an affidavit filed in sup-
port of his petition, the
Member of Parliament had
said: “The impugned (under
challenge) Act is a legisla-
tion passed by the Union
through brute majority to
blatantly usurp the States’
power in broad day light
when legislators like myself
were helpless to prevent the
violence done to the Consti-
tution.”
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Not here to administer dam: SC

‘Panel is looking into safety aspect at Mullaperiyar’

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday told Tamil Nadu
and Kerala that it was not
there to “administer the
dam” when a supervisory
committee was already in
place to examine the issue
of safety of the Mullaperiyar
Dam and the management
of its water level.

“The safety of the dam is
related to the management
of the water level. A com-
mittee has already been
formed for that... We are not
here to do the administra-
tion of the dam,” Justice
A.M. Khanwilkar, heading a
Bench including Justice Di-
nesh Maheshwari, said.

The court said it was, ho-
wever, concerned about the
safety, security and health
of the people living in the vi-
cinity of the dam. The
Bench said it was, hence,
willing to examine the dam
strictly on statutory basis
and would not dabble in the
administration of the dam,
which was the job of the
committee.

‘Finalise core issues’

The court asked stakehol-
ders in the cases, including
the two States, to finalise
core issues for adjudication
by the court by February. It
adjourned the case to the se-
cond week of February.

In the previous hearing,

the court had told Kerala
and Tamil Nadu not to ap-
proach it for every issue re-
garding the dam, urging
them to behave like normal
litigants and not use the
court as a platform to score
political brownie points.

The court had said the
States should approach the
Mullaperiyar issue in a dis-
passionate manner and take
decisions in a consensual
manner. It has been con-
stantly reminding the two
neighbouring States that the
apex court should not be
compelled into the day-to-
day management of the
dam.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Not here to administer
Mullaperiyar Dam: SC

The court’s stern words had
come after Kerala filed an
application  complaining
that Tamil Nadu was releas-
ing water from the dam at
the middle of the night with-
out any prior warning, en-
dangering the lives of thou-
sands living downstream.
Kerala said Tamil Nadu
should inform 24 hours be-
fore opening the shutters to
release water.

The court had said it was
up to the supervisory com-
mittee to consider the need
for release of water from the
dam and when or how it
should be released.

“Political statements are
being made here and such
statements cannot be made
in court. Let there be a dis-
passionate approach. Appli-

cations cannot come here
on a daily basis. This is all
generated by somebody’s
ingenuity,” Justice Khanwil-
kar had remarked.

Tamil Nadu, in an affida-
vit, had said the safety of the
dam was supported by re-
ports of the expert commit-
tee and the empowered
committee after extensive
study. It said the height of
storage level of the dam at
142 ft. was endorsed by the
Supreme Court in 2014 in a
judgment.

Kerala, in turn, had de-
manded a reconsideration
of the rule curve as the dam
is situated in a seismic zone.
It had accused Tamil Nadu
of adopting an “obsolete”
gate operation schedule dat-
ing back to 1939.
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Special cover on Dowlaiswaram
Barrage released in Andhra Pradesh

STAFF REPORTER

VIJAYAWADA

The Department of Posts re-
leased a special horse-car-
ried cover to commemorate
the 175 years of the ground-
ing of the Dowlaiswaram
Barrage works across the
Godavari river in Andhra
Pradesh. The special cover
was carried on the horse
from the residence of Sir Ar-
thur Cotton, at Bommuru, to
the barrage.

Releasing the cover at
Dowlaiswaram on Monday,
Rajamahendravaram  MP
Margani Bharat praised the
Postal Department for the
gesture.

The services of the de-
partment to the public, par-
ticularly in the rural areas,

Commemorating 175 years: A file photo of Sir Arthur Cotton
Barrage at Dowlaiswaram in East Godavari district.

were also hailed. Visakha-
patnam Region Postmaster-
General M. Venkateswarlu
highlighted the importance
of philately to preserve his-
torical events, culture and
traditions.

Chief Engineer, Godavari

Delta System, N. Pulla Rao,
Rajamahendravaram Supe-
rintendent of Post Offices
K.V.V. Satyanarayana, Assis-
tant Director of Postal De-
partment W. Nagaditya Ku-
mar and other officers
participated.
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