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New Delhi: The condition of
the Yamuna worsened thro-
ugh 2022 with the river being
more polluted in December
than it was in January,

According to data from
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee's monthly re-
ports, the presenceof faecal
coliform in the Yamuna al-
so increased last year. Fae-
cal coliform is found in ex-
cretathat contaminates wa-
ter through untreated se-
wage. This depicts that
untreated sewage continu-
estoflow in theriver.

The level of dissolved
oxygen (DO), which is a mar-
ker of presence of life in the
river, remained nil and bio-
chemical oxygen demand
(BOD) also increased. BOD
is the minimum oxygen re-
quired for a river to decom-
pose organic matter: Compa-
red with the ideal range of
3-5units, it wasslunitsinJa-
nuary and 73 in December:

The worst pollution in
the river occurred between
Wazirabad and ISBT Bridge.
By the time theriver reached
the city’s exit point in Asgar-
pur, the pollution level had
risen exponentially While
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Yamuna More Polluted In
Dec Than It Was In Jan

2022 SHOCKER: Untreated Domestic Sewage Major Reason

BACK TO SQUARE ONE

the river showed signs of life
at its entry at Palla Station,
levels of DO decreased as it
crossed the city

A comparison of the ri-
ver's water guality in Janu-
ary, August and December
showed that by the time the
Yamuna exited the city, the
faecal coliform levels had
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reached 1,360 times higher
than the desirable limit and
at least 272 times higher
than the standards.

The river, while ente-
ring the city, had DO hove-
ring between eight and 10,
BOD around two units and
the faecal coliform level
around 1,000 to 1400 units

all within limits. After the
river crossed ISBT Bridge,
DO becamenil, BOD increa-
sed from 2-3 units to around
50 units, and the faecal coli-
form level increased by
over2,00,000 units. By the ti-
me theriver reached Asgar-
pur, the faecal coliform le-
vel and BOD doubled while
DO became nil.

Recently, National Green
Tribunal had expressed its
dissatisfaction with the work
done so far to control pollu-
tion in the river. It also for-
med a new committee under
LG. However, experts assert
that it's the flow of the river
that holds the key to rejuve-
nation. They blame untrea-
ted domestic sewage as a ma-
jor reason behind the river’s
increasing pollution load.

“Flow is the basis of the
Yamuna rejuvenation, but
since the revival of the flow
is not part of this new com-
mittee formed, it is difficult
to anticipate its suceess...E-
very year, it's the same story.
The Yamuna rejuvenation is
not just about water guality
but also about biodiversity,
people involved, floodplain
restoration and the river's
flow upstream and down-
stream,” said environmentas-
list Manoj Mishra.
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MEW DELHI: A total of 171 million
gallons of sewage flows untreated
into the Yamuna within the bor-
ders of the national capital every
day, the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) has said in its
latest progress report on the
clean-up operations of the river,
According to the progress
report made public on Monday,
Dedhi currently generates 768 mil-
lions galkons per day (mzd) of sew-
age. However, the existing sewage
treatment plants (STPs) in the city
can treatonly 397mgd, resulting in
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‘I/4th of city sewage flows untreated into Yamuna’

171mgd, or 22% of the overall gen-
eration, making its way into the
Yamuna with little intervention.

To fix this, the repart, which
was compiled using data gathered
from different agencies involved in
cleaning up the Yamuna, shows
that by the end of December 2023,
the upgrades of existing STPs and
construction of new ones is likely
to see the sewage treatment capac-
ity increase to 525.5mgd.

The report also highlights that
13 of 18 major drains in Delhi have
been tapped so far, and authorities
have set a target to tap four of the
rest by the end of this year.

“These include the Maharani

DELHI GENERATES
768MGD SEWAGE A
DAY, BUT PLANTS IN
DELHI CAN TREAT
ONLY 597MGD OF
THIS, LEAVING
I7IMGD UNCLEANED

Bagh drain (6.66mgd) by June: the
Mori Gate drain (9.51imgd) by
August; the Sonia Vihar drain
(7mgd) by April, and the Delhi
Gate drain (10mgd) by December,”
said the report.

The largest of these five — the

Barapullah drain (3L97mgd) —
does not have a fixed deadline yet.

The Mational Green Tribunal
(MGT) om Momday noted the “poor
progress” made so far in cleaning
the Yamuna and formed a high-
level committee headed by licu-
tenant governor Vinai Kumar Sax-
€N L0 oVersee operations,

NGT also noted that, there is a
wide gap in the generation of sew-
age and available waste treatment
facilities, as it pulled up local bod-
ies, including DPCC, arguing
despite having powers, no penal
action was being taken against err-
ing industries or local authorities
that were polluting the Yamuna.

Activist Manoj Misra, who is
the convener of the Yamuna Jiye
Abhiyan (YJA), said mubtiple time-
lines to clean the Yamuna have
been missed over the vears, and
the river has not gotten any
cleaner.

“What Delhi needs is a commit-
tee similar to the Yamuna Moni-
toring Committee, where mem-
bers can dedicate their entire tme
to the Yamuna clean-up. In the
case of this new committes, most
members will have to deal with
hundreds of other bureancratic
tazks and the Yamuna clean-up
does not remain the number one
priority then,” said Misra.
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