STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

With incessant downpour
in the upper basin of the Go-
davari river in Telangana
and neighbouring Maha-
rashtra resulting in heavy
inflows in various reser-
voirs, Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao on
Monday directed the Irriga-
tion Department to release
the floodwater downstream
from the Sri Ram Sagar
Project (SRSP) and other
reservoirs.

Amid heavy rain forecast
for the next two days, he
asked Ministers, elected
representatives, district col-
lectors and officials of all
departments to cancel other
programmes and remain ac-
cessible to the people at the
ground level,

At a high-level meeting
held at Pragathi Bhavan on
the heavy rains lashing the
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‘Geared up to tackle floods’

KCR asks Ministers, authorities of all departments to remain accessible to people at ground level

Water gushes from the Sriram Sagar Project after heavy rain in the Godavari River basin on Monday.

State, the Chief Minister
said the entire government
machinery was fully geared
up to meet any eventuality.
He enquired about the rain-
hit areas and flood-prone lo-
calities of the State. He also
monitored the flood levels
in the Godavari and its trib-
utaries, as well as instructed
the officials to take neces-
sary precautionary meas-
ures by monitoring the
flood levels on a real-time
basis.

Chandrashekhar Rao ad-
vised the Irrigation officials
to ensure that the backwa-
ters of the reservoirs do not
inundate the surrounding

dicted for about a week,
people were requested to
cooperate with the authori-
ties, exercise self-restraint
and take precautions. “Peo-
ple are advised not to ven-
ture out unless there is an
emergency,” he said.
Officials were instructed
to keep rescue teams, in-
cluding National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
teams and helicopters, at
disposal in the Godavari
catchment areas, GHMC
limits and municipal areas.
The officials informed
that all precautionary meas-
ures were being taken to
protect people from rain

Rs 3L EX GRATIA
FOR FLOOD VICTIMS

HYDERABAD: The State govern-
ment has announced an ex gratia of
Rs 3 lakh each to three persons —
N Sailu (45), Durangula Reddy (35)
and A Ganesh — who drownedin
the floods after torrential rain
lashed Nizamabad district. Roads
and Buildings Minister Vemula
Prashanth Reddy brought the
matter to the notice of Chief Minis-
ter K Chandrashekhar Rao, who an-
nounced the ex gratia. Meanwhile,
the district administration is taking
all measures to help the families.

TS ECET SCHEDULE
POSTPONED

HYDERABAD: The TS ECET-2022,
which was scheduled for Wednes-
day, has been postponed, State
Council of Higher Education Chair-
man Prof R Limbadri has said. The
revised dates will be intimated
later. The remaining CETs, includ-
ing TS EAMCET-2022, will be con-

ducted as per schedule from Thurs-

day. “In view of rains, the State
government had declared holidays
for all educational institutions till
Wednesday. A review meeting was
held in this regard,” he said.

OSMAN SAGAR
FTL) 1,790 feet (3.9 TMC)
Present level b 1,786 feet (3.008 TMC)

WATER BODIES
BRIMMING

HYDERABAD: With major water
bodies in the Godavari River basin
innorth Telangana receiving heavy
inflows, Irrigation Department
officials are now focusing on meet-
ing the water requirements of
farmers so that they can take up
hassle-free cultivation during this
monsoon season. The Sriram Sagar
Project and Pocharam in Nizam-
abad, Swarna and Kaddem projects
in Adilabad and Sripada Yellampalli
in Peddapalli are brimming with
floodwaters.  (REPORT PAGE 5)

HIMAYAT SAGAR
FTL} 1763.50 feet (2.97 TMC)

Present level b 1,760.55 (2,37 TMC)
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‘Fully geared to tackle rains’

Despite the downpour, the situation
was under control in Nizamabad dis-
trict, Mulugu and Ramannagudem
areas. Due to heavy inflows, the Go-
davari and its tributaries, including
Pranahita and Indravati, are in spate.
The third warning signal has been is-
sued at Bhadrachalam too.

Chandrashekhar Rao asked all the
local public representatives, collectors
and officials not to leave their respec-
tive district headquarters and mandal
headquarters in the wake of a red alert
in Warangal, Nalgonda, Suryapet, Tun-
gaturthi, Mahabubabad, Jangaon and
other areas. He asked Energy Minister
G Jagadish Reddy to constantly moni-
tor the flood situation and take appro-
priate measures in coordination with
the district collectors, the superintend-
ents of police and other officials of the
erstwhile Nalgonda district.

In the wake of the huge flood water
in the Godavari, the Chief Minister di-
rected Ministers Vemula Prashanth
Reddy and A Indrakaran Reddy to re-
main alert and take necessary action in
the erstwhile districts of Adilabad and
Nizamabad. He asked Indrakaran
Reddy to coordinate with the Irriga-
tion authorities to maintain the water

storage levels at Gaddenna Vagu and
Swarna Vagu streams at only up to 70
per cent of their capacity and release
the remaining floodwater down-
stream. Ministers Vemula Prashanth
Reddy and Gangula Kamalakar, Rajya
Sabha member D Damodar Rao, sev-
eral TRS legislators, Government
Chief Advisor Rajiv Sharma, Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar, DGP M Ma-
hender Reddy and other top officials
attended the meeting.

After the northern districts of Telan-
gana that were battered by heavy rains,
the Met department has now issued a
red alert for heavy rains in the eastern
districts of Nalgonda, Suryapet, Ma-
habubabad, Jangaon and Yadadri
Bhongir. The department, in its Mon-
day evening bulletin, said heavy to
very heavy rain is likely at isolated
places in the districts on Tuesday. An
orange alert of heavy to very heavy
rain for Mancherial, Karimnagar, Ped-
dapalli, Jayashankar Bhupalpally, Mu-
lugu, Bhadradri Kothagudem, Kham-
mam, Siddipet, Ranga Reddy,
Vikarabad, Sangareddy, Medak, Ka-
mareddy, Mahbubnagar, Narayanpet
and Warangal (Rural and Urban) has
been issued.

Outflow » 208 cusecs

Gates opened p 2 (upto one foot)

Inflow b 500 cusecs

Gates opened p 2 (upto one foot)
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The southwest monsoon has
been active over Telangana
with the State recording above-
normal rainfall since June which
marks the arrival of the mon-
soon. The State’s average nor-
mal rainfall in June is 129.3 mm
and this year, it recorded 150.6
mm during the month. Simi-
larly, the State’s average normal
rainfall in July is 244.4 mm and
ithas already surpassed that fig-
ure having recorded 245.1 mm
across the State this month with
19 days still to go.

Among the 33 districts and
594 mandals across the State, 29
districts and 436 mandals have
received excess rainfall ranging
from 60 per cent and above till
date. During the current rainy
season from June 1 to July 11, the
State’s average cumulative rain-
fall is 203.9 mm. This year, the
State average cumulative rain-
fall is 395.7 mm with a deviation
of 94 per cent. Last year, during
the same period, the State’s av-
erage cumulative rainfall was
282.4 mm.

The Met Department has is-
sued a red alert of extremely
heavy to very heavy rain for
Adilabad, Kumuram Bheem
Asifabad and Nirmal districts
till Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the restoration
works taken up under Mission
Kakatiya have helped the Irriga-
tion Department in reducing
breaches to water bodies in the
State during the rainy season.
Officials said only 23 breaches
developed to canals and tanks in
Mulugu, Mancherial, Nizam-
abad and Rajanna Siricilla due
to the incessant rains lashing the
State for the last few days. The
highest number of breaches
took place in Nizamabad dis-
trict followed by Mancherial
and Mulugu.
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Rainfall in Telangana above normal

State surpasses average normal rainfall of 129.3 mm, records 150.6 mm in June

MONTH-WISE
RAINFALL

M Avg. rainfall
M Previous year

Current year
® Deviation

DRF teams on round-the-clock job

HYDERABAD: Telangana govern-
ment’s decision to set up a Disas-
ter Response Force (DRF) is com-
ing in handy in taking up relief and
rescue works during heavy rains
and other natural calamities in
urban areas across the State. The
DRF was set up following floods in
Sircilla and Warangal in the past.
Working under the directions of
the Urban Development Depart-
ment, the DRF teams are trained
and equipped with requisite mate-

rials and tools. Till date, the force
has attended to over 9,000 com-
plaints.

Last year alone, the force had at-
tended to 2,133 complaints. As
heavy rains have been lashing the
State for the last three days, the
DRF, as part of its rescue and relief
operations, was put on high alert
by the administration. The disaster
relief force had successfully at-
tended to five hundred rescue and
rehabilitation calls in the past one

year. The round-the-clock rescue
enforcement force is even sup-
ported by a vigilance network in
the urban parts under the Urban
Development Department of

the State.

With 360 fully trained profes-
sionals and multi-utility cus-
tomised vehicles comprising 8
LMV teams and 11 trucks, the
teams undertakes the activities
with advanced rescue machinery
during times of disasters.

THIRD WARNING LEVEL
FOR GODAVARI

KOTHAGUDEM: The State government was
fully prepared and made all arrangements to
address any emergency situation in the wake of
heavy rains and floods in the State, said Trans-
port Minister Puvvada Ajay Kumar.

The Minister visited Bhadrachalam and re-
viewed the flood situation as the Godavari
crossed the third warning level and reached
53.40 feet at 6 pm at Bhadrachalam in district.
Later, he held a meeting with district officials
and discussed the flood relief measures taken
and arrangements made to rehabilitate people
in flood affected villages on the banks of river
Godavari in district. With huge inflows from up-
stream projects and heavy rains in its catch-
ment, Godavari had reached the third warning
level on July 11 itself though such an occurrence
normally takes place in August.

WATER BODIES ALMOST FULL

HYDERABAD: With major water bodies in the
Godavari River basin in north Telangana receiv-
ing heavy inflows, Irrigation Department offi-
cials are now focusing on meeting the water re-
quirements of farmers so that they can take up
hassle-free cultivation during this monsoon
season. With Sriram Sagar Project and
Pocharam in Nizamabad, Swarna and Kaddem
projects in Adilabad and Sripada Yellampalli in
Peddapalli full to the brim, officials are confi-
dent of fulfilling the water requirement of farm-
ers, The water levels in SRSP touched 67.75
TMC as against the total storage capacity of 91
TMC. At 11 pm on Sunday, the inflows into the
project were 1.36 lakh cusecs and the officials
released 25,000 cusecs by opening nine gates.

However, at 4 pm on Monday, the inflows
came down to 60,910 cusecs and 41,670
cusecs were released by lifting 15 crest gates to
generate power. “As we are expecting more in-
flows from the upstream at Babli, Aurangabad
and Nanded in Maharashtra and catchment
areas abutting the project, the dam will be filled
to the brim in the next few days,” Chief Engi-
neer (Irrigation) Jagitial K Sudhakar Reddy told
Telangana Today. Meanwhile, on Monday,
Telangana State Legislative Assembly Speaker
Pocharam Srinivasa Reddy released water into
the canal from the Pocharam dam at Nagired-
dypet mandal in Kamareddy district.
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Rains claim 14 lives in
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: At least 14 peo-
ple were killed in rain-related
incidents in Gujarat and Mad-
hya Pradesh and thousands
were moved to safety as heavy
downpour lashed parts of west
and central India on Monday.

Three persons were miss-
ing in Maharashtra’s Gadchi-
roli district after heavy rains
and incessant downpour led to
a rise in water levels of several
rivers in Nashik district, where
many temples, located on the
bed of the Godavari river, were
submerged.

Officials said three persons
were swept away in overflowing
nullahs in the last three days
and their bodies were fished
out later. However, three more
persons are still missing after
being swept away in the nul-
lah, they said.

Mumbai and its adjoining
areas also received moderate
showers on Monday.

After eluding the capital for
over a week, rains lashed parts
of Delhi on Monday afternoon
bringing temporary relief from
the muggy weather condi-
tions. However, by evening, the
weather again turned humid.

Moderate rainfall occurred
at most places in Rajasthan

Cnmmuiers waode through o wnterloued road ofter heavy rom in
Ahmedabad

Pl

PM Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah assured Gujarat of all
possible help from the Centre

while isolated places received
heavy rainfall in the last 24
hours ending Monday morn-
ing, weather officials said.

At least seven people were
killed as heavy rains pounded
several parts of south and cen-
tral Gujarat districts, causing
a flood-like situation in many
areas, while over 9,000 peo-
ple were relocated and 468
rescued.

The Met department issued
a warning of heavy to very
heavy rainfall with isolated
extremely heavy rains in Dang,
Navsari, Valsad, Tapi and Surat
during the next five days.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah assured Guja-
rat of all possible help from the
Centre.

In Madhya Pradesh, the
Met department issued an
orange alert for heavy to very
heavy rainfall in 33 of 52 dis-
tricts of the state, while light-
ning amid steady downpour
claimed seven lives in the last
24 hours.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said very
heavy rainfall in the 64.5 to
204.4 mm range was likely to
lash 33 districts.



LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day agreed to hear on July 19
a plea by Tamil Nadu to res-
train the Cauvery Water
Management Authority from
deliberating or passing any
order in regard to the De-
tailed Project Report (DPR)
submitted by Karnataka.

The application by Tamil
Nadu, represented by senior
advocate G. Umapathy and
advocate D. Kumanan, was
mentioned before a Bench
led by Justice AM.
Khanwilkar.

Tribunal decision

It has stated that the plan-
ning of the Mekedatu pro-
ject, with a capacity of 67.16
tmcft, power generation of
400 MW and estimated at
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SC to hear T.N. plea on Mekedatu

Planning of the project is in violation of the Tribunals decision, says petition

Tamil Nadu said the proposed construction of the reservoir by
Karnatalka would have a 'cascading effect’. «riLe pHoTO

¥9,000 crore, was in “gross
violation” of the decision of
the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal of February 5,
2007, which was affirmed by
the Supreme Court itself on
February 16, 2018.

“The entire objective of

the Tribunal’s final decision
is to ensure that the parttern
of the release of water to the
downstream State to meet ir-
rigation interests is not jeo-
pardised,” Tamil Nadu said.
Tamil Nadu said the Cauv-
ery Water Management

Authority (CWMA) cannot
deliberate or pass any direc-
tions on the project when
the Supreme Court was
seized of the State’s applica-
tions to direct the Central
Water Commission to reject
and return the DPR for the
project and restrain the En-
vironment Ministry from en-
tertaining any application
for clearance relating to the
Mekedatu project.

Tamil Nadu said the pro-
posed construction of the re-
servoir by Karnataka would
have a “cascading effect” on
the daily and monthly in-
flows during the crucial
months of June to Septem-
ber and “prejudice the liveli-
hood of lakhs of inhabitants
of Tamil Nadu depending on
the flows from the upstream
in Karnataka”.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Morning Standard- 12- July-2022

Godavari in spate, high alert sounded

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Rajamahendravaram/Vijayawada

A high alert has been sounded
in agency regions of Eluru, Al-
luri Sitarama Raju (Rampacho-
davaram region) East and West
Godavari, and Dr. BR Ambed-
kar Konaseema districts with
increasing flood levels in the
Godavari river.

With heavy inflows from the
upstream following torrential
rains lashing the upper catch-
ment areas in Telangana and
Chattisgarh, the Godavari riv-
er is swelling with flood water.

At 5:25 p.m. the surplus wa-
ter was released downstream
of Dowaleswaram Barrage at
7.2 lakh cusecs and expected to
cross 10 lakh mark by Mid-
night. First level warning is
likely to be issued at that time.

Water resources department
officials expect the flood levels to
increase further, given that a
third warningsignal has been is-
sued at Bhadrachalam located
upstream of the Polavaram
project. The flood levels at the
Polavarm project are increasing
hour by hour, and all the 48 gates
of the project have been opened.
Nearly 9 lakh cusecs water has
been discharging downstream
to Dowleswaram barrage.

According o Dowleswaram
Barrage Superintendent Engi-
neer Narasimha Murthy it
would take 18 hours for water
to travel from Bhadrachalam to
Dowleswaram. From Polavar-
am to Dowaleswaram it takes
about four houars, he added.

“As a precautionary measure
we have started strengthening
the banks at weaker points

At Polavaram project flood
situation being monitored close-
lv. Flood water level at Polavar-
am spillway rose to 32.1 meter.
The trend is rising and we ex-
pect it to continue for another 4-5
days,” he explained. At Kuna-
varam, the confluence of Sabari
river with Godavari river, the
flood-level rose to 36 meters.

With flood levels increasing,
several villages upstream of
the project were inundated.
Gandi Pochamma temple in De-
vipatnam mandal of Alluri Si-
tarama Raju district has been
completely submerged.

Precautionary mesures have
been taken in VR Puram, Kuna-
varam, Chintur and Yetapaka
mandals of the district. Vehic-
ular traffic affected due to wa-
ter flows on roads in VR Puram
and Kunavarm mandals.
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Ammonia, phosphate levels way
beyond safety limits in Yamuna

Swati Luthra
swati luthra@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

phosphates and total dis-

solved solids (TDS)—way
beyond their safety limits—
have been observed in the
Yamuna, anofficial of the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) said. The offi-
cial said the high levelsof these
pollutants, insufficient supply
of rawwaterand dry river beds
have affected water supply in
the national capital.

The ammonia concentration
in theriver hasincreased totwo
parts per million (PPM), higher
thanthe safety limit of 0.5 PPM.
Thisaffected the water supply
in parts of Delhi on Friday and
Saturday, with the watertreat-
ment plants (WTP) at Wazira-
bad, Chandrawal and Okhla
running at capacity totreat the
polluted water with chlorine,
“The treatment plants are
stopped by DJB when the con-
tent of ammonia is high and
cannot be treated. Thisis what
affects the supply of water,” the
spokesperson from DJB said.

Ammonialevelsinwaterare
also harmful for aquatic life
because they make it more

I nereased levels of ammonia,

Ammonia levels have
increased to 2 FPM.

REUTERS

alkaline. The recent discovery
ofalarge numberof dead fishin
the Yamuna can also be linked
tothe ammoniatoxicity. “Since
the availability of raw water is
less, the levelsofammonia have
gone up. The levels will come
down with the onset of mon-
soonin Delhi,” the spokesper-
son added. Levels of phos-
phate, a pollutant which is
responsible for a toxic white
foam in the river, have also
increased [romthe safety limit
of 0.1 PPM to 0.7 PPM. "We
haveidentified new pollutants
in the Yamuna which should
not be there. The levels of

phosphateshould be not more
than 0.1 PPM but we are
observing them tobe 0.7 PPM
atthe moment,” agovernment
official said.

Phosphates are an ingredi-
ent used in many detergents.
Domestic wastewater, indus-
trial effluents, idolimmersion,
pesticide residue and
untreated sewage are some of
the sources of this pollutant in
the river. “Lakhs of unautho-
rized industries that release
effluents in the river are the
leading cause of the pollution,”
said Manoj Mishra, convener,
Yamuna.Jiye Abhiyan.

The TDS levels in the river
have also shot up to 600 PPM
which indicates heavy pollu-
tion,ascompared to the regular
levels of TDS of around 100-
150 PPM. ‘The recent cloud
burst has resulted in a lot of
sediment in the water which
has led to the high levels of
TDS. The water, once treated at
the WTP, will have the normal
levelof TDS,” the DIB spokes-
person said.

Queries sent to the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC) and Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) on Fri-
day remain unanswered.
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