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Maha releases

1.5k cusec water
to K’taka river

Times NEws NETWORK

Belagavi: Maharashtra government
on Saturday released 1,500 cusecs of
water into the Krishna river, following
the request of the Karnataka CM Sid-
daramaiah. Last week, the Karnataka
CM had written a letter to his Maha-
rashtra counterpart Eknath Shinde,
urging him to release 5tmc ft water, ci-
ting the drinking water problem in ma-
ny districts in Krishna basin.

Due to the delayed monsoon, drin-
king water issue has turned into a ma-
jor problem in Belagavi district. The
water level in the reservoirs is coming

down, whichisacauseof worry for peo-
ple. Water level in the rivers, lakes and
wells is also constantly depleting and
reachingdeadstoragelevel. Itispredic-
ted that there is a possibility of shorta-
ge of drinking water for millions of pe-
opleand livestock. Takingthis intocon-
sideration, Siddaramaiah had written
to Shinde on May 31, to release water
from the Koyna and Ujjani reservoirs
into the Krishnaand Bhima rivers.

Accordingtoapressrelease, the wa-
ter was released from Rajapur barrage
into the Krishna river. The Maharash-
tra government’s action is in view of
the problem of drinking water for peo-
ple and animals. This water is not me-
ant for agriculture as of now.
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Waterbody census:
A good start but
gaps galore

Tanks, lakes, and wet
lands in cities need
tobe classified as ‘in
use” and developed as
bindiversity hotspots

PRIVANA JAMWAL

he firse census repor

on Indias surfacewater

badies is a significant
step forward. [t provides val-
uable data that helps us un-
derstanc the potential of these
water bodies in addressi
water searcityand sustainal
ity issiees across the country,
The report also enables the
govermment and local bodies
toevaluate their current state
and identify potential threats
to theirintegrity.

The integrity of a sur-
face water body refers w its
owerall health, quality, and
ecological functioning. Ir is
characterised by clean wa-
ter, minimal pollution, and a
thriving communicy of natve
pantsand animals. However,
ivis important oo note that the
dlefinitiomol “clewn water" de-
pendsonthespecificusenlthe
water body. For example, wa-
ter suitabde forirrigation may
next bezuitable for bathing,

Chae of the total emsmerat-
ed water bodies, ponds make
up 589.5%, tanks 15.7%, reser-
voirs 121%, and the remain-
ing 12.7% consists of water
conservaton schemes,chock
dams, percolarion tanks,
lakes, andother water bodies.
The majority of these water
badics are used for piscicul-
ture, followed by irrigation
and groundwarer recharge.
Maintzining warer qualicy
% crucial w0 sustaining the
designated use value of these
warter bodies. Additionally,
LB Imporant i recognise
that ecosystem services and
bsodiversity conservation are
positiveouteomes of water in-
frastructurein she landscape,

The “existing use™ of a war
ter body refiers to the current
uses based on the water qual-
itystatus, I describes how the
warer body shauld be used at
a given poant in time, such as
for drinking warer supply,
bathing, fisheries, irrigation
or navigation. On the other
hand, “designatedwse refers
o the specific uses assigned
or designaed w a water body
baser]on ies imtencded purpaose,
It represents the desired use
of the water bady as defined
by regulatory agencies in
consultation with stalehokd-
ers, Forexample, thecurment
wanter quality status of a lake
cansupportirrigation vse but
stakeholders may intend to
use it for hathing, In this case,
“irrigation”isthe existing use,
and “hathing” is theintended
use. determine

the intended usebased on his-
torical useorcurrent needs.
The census reparts infor-
mation on the existng use of
warer bodies, listing siv cate-
gories. However, it does not
mcludedara o waker mullr_',

lems with the prisritisation
of restoration effors. For i
slance, contaminated warer
bodies receiving industrial ef-
Muents may be categorised as
“inuse"as Birmersuse the wa-
m'lcrlm:iu.ttnm This“imuse”
status will deprive the water
oy of the: funds reguired for
restoraton. This means that
farmmers and stakehoekders will
continue uEing contaminated
water forirrigaton and fisher-
s, posing risks to human and
environmentalhealth, Numer-
oustanks, urban river siretch-
s, and peri-urban lakes, flled
with domestic and industrial
wastewarter are “in use” for
irrigationand fisheries posing
significant rishs whuman and
enmvirpimental health,

Om the other hand, most
man-made lakes and wet-
Lanels in urban areas have lose
their use as irrigation tanks
and Fallumder the “notin use™
category. However, these
tanks, wetlands, and lakes
act a5 biodiversity hotspots,
providing ecosystem servic-
es and biodiversity benefits
e local stakeholders, They
have tremendous potential
in city planning and can be
developed as part of the blue-
greeninfrastrocure, bringing
nature back tothe cities. Fail-
ing to recognise biodiversiny
andecnsystem servicesas one
afthe “in use™ functions raises
questions regarding the res-
torationofsuch water bodies.

T ke thie census report
mioe useful and impactiul, it
is recommended o inchsde
information on bath the “ex-
isting wse" and “designated
use” of water buchies. The re-
port should provide data on
the percentage of lakes that
meet the water quality crite-
i for the existing use and the
percentage oflakes that meet
desipnated best use criterin
Suchinformation would help
prioritise the restoration of
water bodies that are current-
Iy"in use™ but pose significant
risks 0 human and environ-
mental health. Additionally,
imtegrating thedara collecred
an thesratus afwater spurces
under the Jal Jeevan Mission
it the census report would
Turther enhamce it value.

I wrbian areas, most kakes
are utilisad as environmental
arbenities, Spporting scosys-
tem services and providing
biodiversity benefits. Adding
this wthelkstofuses
is vital for the restoration of
healthy ecosystems in urban
areas, The Central Pollution
Control Board's report on
“indicative guidelines for
restoration of surfuoe waner
bodies" provides guidance on
defining designated use and
restoration goals for water
bodies. However, it & impaor-
e o et that the responsi-
Biligy of serting the designared
use should not rest solely on
government authorites but
showld alse consider the in-
terests of citteens and ather
stakeholders.

(Themriter s sevior felion,
Cmrfr,.l'brl.nummtmd
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Five states may miss
tap water deadline

PujaDas
puja.das@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

C hhattisgarh, Jhark-
hand, Kerala, Rajast-
han and West Bengal
may not meet the Centre’s tap
water connection ‘Har Ghar
Jal’ target by the 2024 calen-
daryear deadline.

The coverage inthese states
is still below 50%. The lag is
attributed to a late start, the

national average was 16%,
many of these states started
with the initial level of 1-2%.”

‘Har Ghar Jal’ coverage in
Kerala till date remains
49.21%, followed by Chhattis-
garh at 47.08%, Rajasthan at
39.41%, Jharkhand at 36.38%
and West Bengal, the lowest
on the dashboard, at 33.63%,
as per the Centre's Jal Jeevan
Mission dashboard data.

“Itis not possible to take on
such a large project without

pandemic, higher adequate staff.
metal cost and  The coveragein  Recruitment in
weak fund Kerala, the government
arrangement Chhattisgarh, takesa long time.
cagamty. Rajasthan, UP, lt‘lS ;3 cpmplgx
All states are thing,” the official
g " Jharkhand and PERGE e e
doing their best, West B lis still said. “Addition-
but there are five € Ehiga :. =il ally, things got
to six states that below 50% disrupted
are lessthan 50% because of covid.

and are expected
to miss the target,” a senior
government official said. “Rer-
ala, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal are below 50%.
Except Uttar Pradesh, all these
states will go beyond Decem-
ber 2024.”

“However, itis none of their
fault,” the official added. “Itis
such a big project. While our

We lostone- and-
a-half years to the covid pan-
demic.”

“Then 6-8 months got
wasted because of the impact
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
causing skyrocketing prices of
metals and pipes. All the con-
tracts that were ongoing came
to a halt because these became
unviable for contractors,” the
official said.
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