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KCR’s jibe uncalled
for, says Shekhawat

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Five days after the remarks made
by Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao describing the Kr-
ishna River Management Board
(KRMB) as a drama, Union Minis-
ter for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat termed the remarks as
a lethal attack on the democratic
system and constitutional frame-
work of the country.

“How can a person sitting on a
responsible chair and heading a
government in a federal structure
say it as a drama?” he wondered,
while addressing a hurriedly
called press conference in New
Delhi. He maintained that the de-
cision of notifying KRMB and
GRMB was taken after due con-
sultations and agreements from
the two States. The issue was also
discussed in the Parliament.

He said Telangana had ap-
proached the SC for setting up a
new tribunal under Section 3 of
Inter-State River Disputes Act-
1956 after separate State was
formed. Since the matter was sub
judice, the Centre could not con-

stitute a fribunal, The Chief Min-
ister mentioned about the urgency
and requirement of constituting a
new fribunal and promised to
withdraw the petition from the
SC. Shekhawat said it took almost
eight months for Telangana to
submit application in the SC to
withdraw the case, Finally on Oc-
tober 6, 2021, the Supreme Court
allowed to withdraw the petition
filed by Telangana and then the
Ministry’s role started.

He claimed that he could not be
blamed for the delay and that the
jurisdiction of the two boards was
notified “after long discussions
with Telangana and AP”. “The
Chief Minister is now making re-
marks saying that it was a big
drama,” he said. To another ques-
tion on failing to hand over irriga-
tion projects, he replied, “There is
a constitutional provision for all
unfortunate situations, which hap-
pen in the country.” “We cannot
fix a cut-off date for these types of
situations. We want to do every-
thing smoothly and empower the
boards with propet infrastructure
and resources with the consensus
of the two States,” he said.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle- 12- November-2021

Gajendra tlays CM
over water dispute

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV. 11

Union jal shakti minister
Gajendra Singh Shekh-
awat on Thursday took
strong exception to Telan-
gana state Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekar Rao’s
remarks accusing the
Centre of delaying the reso-
lution on water disputes
between Telangana state
and Andhra Pradesh for
over seven years,

Addressing a press con-
ference in Delhi,
Shekhawat held Rao
responsible for the delay
stating that due to a case
filed by the Telangana
state government in the
Supreme Court on Krishna
waters dispute in 2015, the
Centre could not initiate
any steps as the matter was
sub judice.

M Page 4: Questions KCR on
seven-year delay remarks

Shekhawat questions KCR
on seven-year delay remarks

From page 1

“He (Rao) took my name
in his press conference.
I have the responsibility
to clarify his remarks. I
wish to understand how
the Centre or myself co-
uld be held responsible
for the seven-year
delay™.

The delay was because
he (Rao) chose to file a
case in the Supreme
Court in 2015 seeking to
constitute a fresh tribu-
nal for sharing of
Krishna waters among
TS, AP and other states.
The case was pending
for all these years. When
the matter is sub judice,
how can the Centre ini-
tiate steps to resolve

disputes among
states?” Shekhawat
questioned.

The Union minister
stated that in fact it was
he who had made a begi-
nning to break the dead-
lock by convening an
Apex Council meeting
with Chief Ministers of
Telangana state and
Andhra Pradesh in
October 2020.

“In the meeting, 1 told
the Telangana state
Chief Minister to with-
draw the case from the
Supreme Court to break
the deadlock. He agreed
and even promised to
withdraw the case with-

Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat

in two days. But he took
eight months time to
withdraw the case. The
Supreme Court allowed
the Telangana state gov-
ernment to withdraw
the case only last
month. Only after this,
the Centre’s role in this
issue began last month.
How could he hold the
Centre and myself
responsible for
seven-year delay?” he
asked.

Addressing a press
conference at Pragathi
Bhavan on Monday, Rao
had expressed anger at
the Centre and named
Shekhawat accusing
them of taking seven ye-
ars’ time just to refer Kr-
ishna water sharing iss-
ue to anew tribunal. Rao

had said that he with-
drew the case from the
Supreme Court as prom-
ised but the Centre failed
to resolve waters dis-
putes between Telanga-
na state and Andhra Pra-
desh even after seven
years.

Shekhawat also
expressed anger over
Rao describing the Cen-
tre’s notification on the
jurisdiction of the
Krishna River Manage-

ment Board and the
Godavari River Manag-
ement Board as a “big
drama”.

“KRMB and GRMB
were constituted as
per the provisions of
the AP Reorganisation
Act, 2014, which was
passed by both the
Houses of Parliament.
It’s the law of the land.
How can he say it's a
drama?” Shekhawat
remarked.
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Showers, flooding toss Chennai; 14
killed in rain- battered Tamil Nadu

In view of water-logging. suburban train services see suspensions and delays

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHENNAL: Intense showers
battered Chennai and other
northern regions of Tamil
Nadu on Thursday while the
depression over Bay of Ben-
gal crossed coast by evening
near here.

As many as 14 people were
killed in rain related incidents
in the state, standing crops were
submerged, trees uprooted and
overa 1,000 tenements, mostly
huts suffered damage across
Tamil Nadu.

The heavy rains and release
of surplus from dams, a total
of about 13,000 cusecs of
water here, transformed sev-
eral areas in the metropolis and
other northern regions of Tamil
Nadu into a virtual, large water
body as streets swirled with del-
uge and trash, Power cut was
effected in several regions con-
sidering safety. The rains also
caused damage to roads and
causeways.

The flooding witnessed
here for the past four days
threw normal life out of gear
as closed, inundated subways
and traffic diversions gave peo-
ple a harrowing time.

Fishermen move their commodities to a safer place as waves measuring obout two to three metres hit the
Marina beach owing to the depression in the Bay of Bengal, in Chennai, on Thursday Pl

With the passage of the
depression on Thursday eve-
ning, there was a let up in rains
in most northern Tamil Nadu
regions and people could be
seen visiting local markets to
buy essentials after confining
themselves to their homes for
most part of the day.

Till date in the ongoing
monsoon season, 157 head

of cattle have died, 1,146 huts
and 237 houses have been
affected in rain related inci-
dents across the state. In view
of water-logging, suburban
train services saw suspensions
and delay. The services, how-
ever, resumed later. In respect
of flights, though departures
continued suspended arriv-
als resumed as the depression

faded. Chennai Corporation
authorities distributed a total
of over 6 lakh food packets to
people in affected areas.

Chennai and several other
northern regions witnessed
heavy rains since Wednes-
day night and the depression
moved close towards the city
today, with showers intensify-
ing in several areas.

Authorities used heavy duty
motors, robotic excavators
and deployed full manpower
to pump out water, de-clog
drains, remove trash and clear
uprooted trees. As civic, rev-
enue, public works, police and
fire personnel slogged to help
people and mitigate flood woes,
Chief Minister M K Stalin said
he bowed before all govern-
ment workers involved in relief
and rescue operations for their
services to the people.

“Your selfless services and
sacrifice have removed the dis-
tress of crores of people,” the
CM tweeted.

The heavy rainfall covered
almost the entire city under
sheets of water including the
downtown Mylapore and heav-
ily inundated several parts
of neighbourhoods includ-
ing Velachery and rain water
entered state-run hospitals
in KK Nagar and Chromepet
prompting authorities to shift
patients to other facilities.

Fearing damage, several res-
idents of deluge-hit Ram Nagar
in Madipakkam parked their
cars on the nearby Velachery
flyover’s margin or underneath
similar facilities nearby.
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CAG pulls up State for
lapses in 2018 floods

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Comptroller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) has
pulled up Kerala Govern-
ment for lapses and policy
and infrastructure deficien-
cies that hamstrung disaster
response during the 2018
floods.

The CAG report on ‘Pre-
paredness and Response to
Floods in Kerala, covering
the 2014-19 period, was ta-
bled in the Assembly on
Thursday.

National Water Policy
The audit by the CAG noted
that the Kerala State Water
Policy was not updated in
tune with the National Wa-
ter Policy and lacked provi-
sions for flood control and
flood management.

The State had not enact-

ed floodplain zoning legisla-
tion and floodplains were
not identified and demar-
cated. “Had the exercise of
identification and demarca-
tion of floodplains been un-
dertaken, the same could
have been used by the Go-
vernment of Kerala in their
activities on flood control,”
it said.

Flood-hazard maps, vital
for pinpointing flood-prone
regions, used by the State
dated back to 2010 and did
not conform to the criteria
set by the Central Water
Commission. At the time of
audit, the State was yet to
have a large-scale flood-ha-
zard map satisfying the
criteria.

The CAG recommended
that the Government take
corrective measures in all
the three issues.
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Storage in 5 major reservoirs maintained at lower level

Decision aimed at
allowing more
inflow during
Monsoon

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

The storage in the five major
reservoirs is being main-
tained at a lower level to al-
low more inflow during
monsoon and  minimise

flood damage in the sur-
rounding areas.

On Thursday, the com-
bined storage of the reser-
voirs, including those in
Chembarambakkam  and
Red Hills, was at 80%. Offi-
cials of the Water Resources
Department said the release
was decided based on the in-
flow received from catch-
ment areas and rainfall.

Water discharge from
Poondi reservoir was steadi-

ly increased up to 10,000 cu-
secs from Thursday morning
to 6 p.m. as the inflow into
the waterbody reached
12,000 cusecs. Moreover, ad-
ditional water of 1,200 cu-
secs from Ammapalli dam is
expected to reach Poondi by
Friday afternoon.

Similarly, about 3,000 cu-
secs of surplus water was re-
leased at Red Hills. However,
the outflow from Chemba-
rambakkam reservoir re-

mained at about 2,000 cu-
secs as the inflow was 4,000
cusecs and the reservoir had
a rainfall of moderate inten-
sity of 4.4 cm. Officials said
the measured operation of
the reservoirs was feasible as
extremely heavy rain oc-
curred during the early
phase of the monsoon.
Meanwhile, Chennai Me-
tropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (CMWSSB)
has drafted 2,000 personnel

to attend to waterlogging
and sewage complaints. Offi-
cials said nearly 2,225 com-
plaints  were received
through  helplines -
45674567 and 1916.

A release said the sewer
network had carried addi-
tional load of rainwater and
sewage in the past few days.
About 850 million litres of
sewage a day was treated as
against normal load of 580
mld.
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The deadline for the project has been seﬁ:::r April next year. FILE

Fresh deadline for
completion of Tawi
artificial lake project

JTAMMU, NOVEMBER 11

Marred by “delays and can-
cellations” since its start in
2009, the Jammu and Kash-
mir administration has seta
fresh deadline of 2023 to
complete the multicrore
artificial Tawi lake project
in Jammu.

However, the deadline for
the completion of artificial
pondage (lake) in the Tawi
river has been set for April
next year.

After missing the first tar-
get date in 2012, the con-
tractor missed five other
deadlines in 2013, 2015,
2016, 2017 and 2018, when
the contractor stopped
work, prompting authori-
ties to cancel its project and
order a probe.

Stating that the project
has the potential to give a
major facelift to Jammu
city, Chief Secretary Arun
Kumar Mehta directed the
department to speed up the
execution of the project, so
that the artificial pondage
in the river is created by
April next year.

This was stated by the

Chief Secretary at a meet-
ing to review the progress
of a project related to
the Tawi riverfront develop-
ment in Jammu, UT offi-
cials said.

Giving details of the proj-
ect, officials said under
Phase-1 of the project, the
first 2.7-kilometre stretch
from the Bhagwatinagar
bridge to the Bikram
Chowk bridge, including
the central island and river-
fronts on both sides of the
Tawl, would be developed,
while the 4.3-kilometre
stretch beyond the Bikram
Chowk brid ge would be tak-
en up under Phase-II later.

Laying down the timeline
for completion of various
activities under the project,
the Chief Secretary direct-
ed the department to com-
plete the process of allot-
ment of contract by
December and finish the
construction of prome-
nades, including the
planned commercial and
recreational assets on the
riverfront, within one to one
and a half years. — PTI
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