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In poll season, Cong. may
g0 big on national status for
canal project in Rajasthan

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

The ruling Congress in Ra-
jasthan is set to turn the na-
tional status for the East-
ern  Rajasthan  Canal
Project (ERCP) into a big is-
sue ahead of the State As-
sembly election in view of
its significance for 13 dis-
tricts, which will benefit
from the proposed project.
The party will take out a
yatra (march) this month
to press for the demand for
the national project status.

Five-day yatra

Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee president Govind Singh
Dotasra said after a meet-
ing of the Congress’ cam-
paign committee here on
Monday that the five-day
yatra, to be started after
September 24, would tra-
verse the 13 districts which
were expected to get water
for drinking and irrigation
from the ERCP.

The Congress has re-
peatedly accused the Na-
rendra Modi government
of going back on its pro-
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Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot

mise to grant national pro-
ject status to the ¥37,200-
crore ERCP, which is to be
implemented with the in-
terlinking of Parvati, Kali
Sindh and Chambal rivers.
Since the Centre has not
accepted the demand, the
State government has start-
ed the work on it with its
oW resources.

In the first phase, the
Navnera-Bisalpur-Isarda
link, Mahalpur barrage
and Ramgarh barrage are
being constructed at a cost
of 9,600 crore. The dis-
tricts which will benefit
from the project are Jhala-
war, Baran, Kota, Bundi,
Sawai Madhopur, Ajmer,
Tonk, Jaipur, Karauli, Al-

war, Bharatpur, Dausa and
Dholpur, where a popula-
tion of 3.5 crore resides.

Mr. Dotasra said the
ERCP was launched during
the previous BJP regime by
the then Chief Minister Va-
sundhara Raje. “The pro-
ject has not been approved
for the national status des-
pite Union Jal Shakti Minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat hailing from
Rajasthan,” he said.

Congress office-bearers,
accompanied by the mem-
bers of the local communi-
ty groups, will travel to the
remote villages and ham-
lets in 13 districts during
the yatra and generate pu-
blic opinion against the
Opposition BJP. The yatra
will highlight the ERCP’s
significance for resolving
the water scarcity issue.

The campaign commit-
tee’s meeting was presided
over by its chairman and
Disaster Management and
Relief Minister Govind
Ram Meghwal. Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot and other
party leaders attended the
meeting.
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Tamil Nadu likely to demand
9 tmc ft from Karnataka at
Cauvery panel meeting

15-day spell of water release, as fixed by Cauvery Water Management Authority, is set to end today;

Cauvery Water Regulation Committee had earlier recommended that 5000 cusecs be released

T. Ramakrishnan

CHENNAI

ith the 15-day
spell of water
release, as
fixed by the Cauvery Water
Management  Authority
(CWMA), coming to an end
on Tuesday, and the stor-
age of the Mettur dam con-
tinuing to dwindle, Tamil
Nadu is set to demand, at a
meeting of the Cauvery
Water tion Commit-
tee (CWRC), that Karnata-
ka wipe out a shortfall of
about nine thousand mil-
lion cubic feet (tmc ft).
The Committee’s meet-
ing is scheduled to be held
in hybrid mode on Tues-
day. When the CWRC last
met on August 28, it re-
commended that 5,000
cusecs be released for 15
days, and this was accept-
ed by the CWMA, which
met the following day.
Last week, Karnataka
submitted before the Su-
preme Court that it might
not be feasible to release
water from its reservoirs af-
ter September 12, citing a
“severe drought situation™
in the Cauvery and Krishna
basins.

Distress-sharing formula
The quantity of the short-
fall has been worked out by
Tamil Nadu as per a dis-
tress-sharing formula, and

Last week, Karnataka submitted before the SC that it might not be feasible to release water from its
reservoirs after September 12, citing a “severe drought situation” in the Cauvery and Krishna basins.

this pertains to the period
from June 1 to August 27,
the date before the last
meeting of the CWRC. Tak-
ing into account 30-year
data on deficit in inflows
into four Karnataka reser-
voirs, Tamil Nadu had, ina
rejoinder filed before the
Supreme Court last month
to an affidavit of the upper

riparian State, referred to
the cumulative realisation
of 30.254 tmc ft, as record-
ed at Biligundulu on the in-
ter-State border. It con-
tended that as per the
formula, the State should
have received 40.226 tmc
ft. This meant there was a
shortfall of 9.972 tmc ft.
Meanwhile, the storage

in the Mettur dam was
15.327 tmc ft while the wa-
ter level stood at 45.9 ft.
The discharge was 6,502
cubic feet per second while
the inflow was 2,266 cu-
secs. If the present trend
continues, it is only a mat-
ter of time before the re-
lease of water from the

dam is stopped.
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19 Killed in 24 hrs as rains lash
UP, schools shut in some dists

Roof collapses, cases of drowning and deaths due to lightning were reported in parts of the state

MPOST BUREAU

LUCKNOW: Nineteen people
were killed in the past 24 hours
as rain lashed Uttar Pradesh, dis-
rupting normal life, particularly
in the state's central region and
forcing schools in some places
toshut fora day, authorities said
Monday evening.

Roof collapses, cases of
drowning and deaths due to
lightning were reported in parts
of the state. Some localities in
the capital Lucknow faced water-
logging. In Barabanki, rail tracks
were flooded.

Four deaths were reported
from Hardoi, three from Bara-
banki, two each from Pratapgarh
and Kannauj, and one each from
Amethi, Deoria, Jalaun, Kanpur,
Unnao, Sambhal, Rampur and
Muzaffarnagar districts, it said.

In Kannauj, two brothers
-- Kallu (13) and Awnish (17)
-- died after the thatched roof
of their house in Lalkiyapur
village in Tirwa area collapsed

on Sunday following overnight
rains, Naib Tehsildar (revenue
official) Ratnesh Kumar said.
In Muzaffarnagar district,
Deepika (28) died after the roof
of her house in Rahmatpur vil-
lage in the Bhopa area collapsed
last night, while her mother-
in-law sustained serious inju-
ries, Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Subodh Kumar said on Monday.
In Deoria, Divya Chauhan
(9) drowned while taking a bath

in a swollen rivulet in the dis-
trict, police said on Monday.

In 22 districts of the state,
there have been over 40 mm rain
in the last 24 hours including
Moradabad, Sambhal, Kannauj,
Rampur, Hathras, Barabanki,
Kasganj, Bijnor, Amroha, Bah-
raich, Lucknow, Badaun, Main-
puri, Hardoi, Firozabad, Bareilly,
Shahjahanpur, Kanpur, Sitapur
Farrukhabad, Lakhimpur Kheri
and Fatehpur.

Alleging corruption in the
budget meant for smart cities',
Samajwadi Party President Akh-
ilesh Yadav on Monday said
waterlogging in Lucknow has
exposed the blank promises of
the BJP government.

"The BJP has betrayed the
people of the state in the name
of smart cities. There was cor-
ruption and loot in the budget
for the scheme due to which the
situation is palpable,” he said.

"The state capital Lucknow
and other cities are facing water-
logging and many colonies are
submerged in water and drains
are overflowing," Yadav said in
a statement issued here.

According to the MET
department forecast, heavy rains
are likely in the eastern region till
September 14 while light rains
will continue till September 17,
the official of the relief commis-
sioner office said.

The western region of the
state is also likely to get rains
and showers till September 17,

though there is an alert for light-
ning over the state till Septem-
ber 15.

In Barabanki, the movement
of trains was hit as water came
on the railway tracks. A pas-
senger train was halted at the
outer for some time but later
the trains were allowed to pass
at a very slow pace, a railway
official said.

Schools in the state capital
remain closed on the order of
the authorities.

In Lucknow, District Magis-
trate Surya Pal Gangwar ordered
the closure of schools and issued
an advisory for the people not
to venture out unnecessarily in
view of the possibility of severe
lightning.

All the district-level officers
in Lucknow are in the field and
taking stock of the problems
caused due to rain. The prob-
lem emanating from water log-
ging is being looked into on an
urgent basis in different parts of
the state capital, the DM said.
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Pulses sowing declines by 8.58% so far in
this kharif season due to monsoon deficit

NEW DELHI: Area sown to
pulses remained lower by 8.58
per cent at 119.91 lakh hect-
ares till last week of the ongo-
ing kharif season due to 11 per
cent monsoon rain deficit in the
country, according to the agri-
culture ministry data.

Sowing of kharif crops
begins with the onset of the
southwestern summer mon-
soons that occur from June
through September. Paddy is the
main kharif crop, besides pulses,
oilseeds, cotton and sugarcane.

As per the data released by
the agriculture ministry, total
area sown to paddy remained
higher at 403.41 lakh hectares
till September 8 of the ongoing
kharif season, as against 392.81
lakh hectares in the year-ago
period.

However in case of pulses,
the sowing was lagging and cov-
erage was lower at 119.91 lakh

As per the data
released by the
agriculture ministry,
total area sown to
paddy remained
higher at 403.41
lakh hectares fill
September 8

hectares as against 131.17 lakh
hectares in the said period a
year ago.

Pulses acreage was down
maximum in Madhya Pradesh,
followed by Karnataka, and
Maharashtra. In Madhya
Pradesh, the pulses acreage
remained less at 19.72 lakh
hectares till September 8 of
the ongoing kharif season as
against 23.44 lakh hectares in
the year-ago period. Pulses cov-

erage remained lower in Karna-
taka too at 16.70 lakh hectares
as against 20.07 lakh hectares,
while that in Maharasthra at
16.15 lakh hectares as against
18.89 lakh hectares in the said
period.

But the pulses coverage in
Rajasthan remained higher at
35.30 lakh hectares so far this
kharif season as against 33.99
lakh hectares in the year-ago
period. This could compensate
slightly the lag in other major
producing states.

As per the data, area under
tur was down at 42.92 lakh hect-
ares till September 8 of this
kharif season as against 45.61
lakh hectares in the year-ago
period. Urad coverage was also
lower at 31.89 lakh hectares as
against 37.08 lakh hectares,
while moonbean was sown in
less area at 31.11 lakh hectares
as against 33.67 lakh hectares

in the year-ago period.

Kulthi was sown in 31,000
hectares, while other pulses in
13.68 lakh hectares till Sep-
tember 8. The pulses coverage
remained lower due to lack of
rains at the time of sowing.

As per the MeT Depart-
ment, there was 11 per cent
deficit in monsoon rains in the
country between June 1 and
September 6. There was 12 per
cent deficit in monsoon in cen-
tral India and 11 per cent deficit
in rainfall in south peninsula
during the said period.

According to the ministry
data, coarse cereals was sown in
182.21 lakh hectares so far, mar-
ginally higher than 181.24 lakh
hectares in the year-ago period.

Oilseeds were sown in
191.49 lakh hectares so far,
marginally lower than 193.30
lakh hectares in the year-ago
period. PTI
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Govt turns to Centre for design,
fundstor Renuka dampm]ect

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, SEPTEMBER 11
The work on the construc-
tion of Renuka Dam project
is likely to begin shortly. The
state government, in a meet-
ing with Secretary Water
Resources, has sought the
final design of the project
and release of funds from
the Centre to kick-start work
on the ground., “Central
Water Commission (CWC)
will finalise the design for
the project. However, before
finalising the design, the
CWC wants some investiga-
tions done at the dam site,”
said Rajeev Sharma, Secre-
tary, Power.

Sharma said the CWC had
asked the Geological Sur-
vey of India to get the per-
meability test done at the
site. “The CWC has sought
the reports of this test with-
in two months. Once it gets
the report, it will finalise
the design and send it to us.
We will then float the tender
for the work,” said Sharma.

The Secretary Power fur-
ther said that the state gov-
ernment had urged the
Centre that the money
already spent by the state
be accounted for while
releasing the funds. “The
funding for the project
would be on 90:10 basis with
the Centre bearing the 90

irmur areae Reuji dam is slated to be constracteci -

WILL GENERATE 40 MW POWER
B Renuka dam projectiswater | irrigation or drinking water -
storage project on Giri River component will be provided
in Sirmaur district of thestate . by the Central government,
B The beneficiary states of while the remaining 10 per

the project are Delhi,

centwill be borne by the

Haryana, UP, Rajasthan, beneficiary states
Uttarakhand and ® The land acquisition
Himachal. The project will process for the project is
generate 40 MW power almost complete, and the
during peak flow process for Stage 2 emgi ron-
® As per the agreement, 90 menta!l clearance is belrjg
per cent of theof thecostof | ©Xpedited by the authorities
per cent cost and the benefi- is almost complete. “Land

ciary states the remaining
10 per cent. We have urged
the Centre to factor in the
money already spent by the
state under relief and reha-
bilitation,” said Sharma.
He further said that the
ground work for the project

acquisition is almost done,
and the process for Stage 2
environment clearance is
being expedited,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had laid the founda-
tion stone of the project in
December, 2021.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle- 12- September-2023

TN causing ‘unnecessary nuisance’
over Cauvery, says Karnataka CM

Mysuru (K'taka), Sept
11: Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah
on Monday hit out at the
BJP-led government at
the Centre, alleging delay
in giving approval to the
construction of the
Mekedatu balancing
reservoir over river
Cauvery, and accused
neighbouring Tamil Nadu
of causing "unnecessary
nuisance” on the issue.

Karnataka has been
pressing for the imple-
mentation of the
Mekedatu project, saying
it is the only solution for
the Cauvery water dis-
pute between the two
states during times of
rainfall distress.

"The BJP government at
the Centre has not given
permission  for  the
Mekedatu project. Tamil
Nadu has no reasons to
oppose the project. It is in
our territory, 177.25 TMC
water has been allocated
to Tamil Nadu and we
have to release that much
water to them in the nor-
mal years. And during
distress time, the distress
formula should be fol-
lowed," Siddaramaiah
said.

Speaking to reporters
here, he accused Tamil
Nadu of unnecessarily
creating nuisance regard-
ing the Mekedatu project,
and said that despite
Karnataka submitting a
DPR (Detailed Project
Report), permission is not
being given.

"They (Centre) have to
tell the Cauvery Water
Management Authority

(to grant permissions), as
it comes under the
Government of India, but
they are not doing it," he
said, adding that BJP
state leaders at the all
party meeting said they
would not do politiecs on
the issue but they "come
here and do politics".

The chief minister was
responding to a question
on BJP's criticism of his
government for releasing
Cauvery river water to
Tamil Nadu, despite the
river basin region in the
state facing the threat of
water scarcity due fo
deficit rainfall.

Pointing out  that
Karnataka was not releas-
ing water to Tamil Nadu
with joy but because of
the CWMA order,
Siddaramaiah said the
government is  duty-
bound to protect the inter-
est of the state's farmers,
and drinking water needs
of Mysuru, Bengaluru,
and several other dis-
tricts.

"In water policy, drink-
ing water is the first pri-
ority and we have to pro-
tect the crops. Because
the Authority asked water
to be released, we have
released water. They (TN)
have approached the
Supreme Court, but it has
not issued any orders," he
said, pointing that the
case is coming up before
the apex court on
September 21, where the
state will place the factual
position.

On September 12, the
state will put forward its
position  before  the

CWMA as well, he said.

The government would
not do politics at any cost,
and would not compro-
mise the interest of the
state and its farmers, he
added.

Tamil Nadu approached
the Supreme Court earli-
er recently with a plea to
direct Karnataka to
release 24,000 cusecs of
Cauvery water daily for
standing crops.

Citing scarcity due to
deficit monsoon rains,
Karnataka has been
maintaining that it will
be able to release water to
Tamil Nadu only after
taking into account its
needs like drinking water
and standing crops, in the
Cauvery basin areas.

Noting that till August-
end 86 TMC water had to
be released to Tamil
Nadu, the CM said, "We
have not released even
half of it," as he hit out at
the BJP for its criticism
over releasing
water.

"BJP has 25 MPs; when
have they staged agitation
in the parliament for the
state?" he questioned,
adding that his letter to
the Centre requesting an
appointment to lead an
all-party delegation, has
not got any response from
the Prime  Minister
yet.

"Let state BJP leaders
get the appointment, let
them speak to the PM.
They won't get us an
appointment, neither will
they go and speak to him,"
he charged.

—PTI
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In a transformative move,
the redesign of the Pala-
muru-Rangareddy Lift Irri-
gation Scheme (PRLIS) has
improved Telangana’s water
availability by leaps and
bounds.

The redesigning of the
scheme now enables the
State to lift around 2.4 TMC
of water per day from the
Krishna river, a significant
leap from the previous pro-
posal of 0.5 TMC per day in
erstwhile Andhra Pradesh.
The water storage capacity
in the Krishna basin has
surged from less than 7
TMC to an impressive 67.97
TMC.

For several decades,
Telangana primarily relied
on the Krishna and Godavari
river basins for water sup-
ply, leaving it vulnerable to
drought during lean rainfall
periods. The rulers of erst-
while Andhra Pradesh neg-
lected the recommendations
of the National Water Re-
sources Development Com-
mission, both the Bachawat
and Brijesh Kumar Tri-
bunals said in their reports,
suggesting for the construc-
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PRLIS’ redesign a master stroke

Helps improve Telangana’s water availability; State can now lift 2.4 TMC per day from earlier proposed 0.5 TMC

ik

Telangana, which once relied on 8 TMC of water storage capacity in the Krishna basin, is now poised to reach 75.94 TMC.

tion of reservoirs and tanks
in Telangana.

As a result, major and
medium projects in erst-
while Andhra Pradesh had a
total storage capacity of
1,232 TMC, with Telangana’s

share at a mere 302 TMC.
With changes in designs and
locations for projects such
as Jurala, Telangana contin-
ued to suffer due to in inade-
quate water storage and sup-
ply. For instance, the Jurala

project’s maximum storage
capacity is 1194 TMC,
against its allocated 17.84
TMC. This prevented the
State from utilising the allo-
cated water optimally, leav-
ing 70,000 acres without

sufficient irrigation facility.

Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao recognised
the importance of water
storage for Telangana’s agri-
cultural prosperity. The
Kaleshwaram project, with a

TS projects in Krishna basin

Jurala NA | 4,055 cusecs (gravity)
Nettempadu | 17 MW (4) . 3,000 cusecs
Rajiv Bheema | 12 MW (3) . 1,950 cusecs
Koil Sagar 7.5 MW (2) 630 cusecs
Kalwakurthy 30 MW (5) © 3,200 cusecs
12,835 Tolal storage capacity of PRLIS 67.97 TMC
cusecs Anjanagiri at Narlapur
(1TNIC) per day Janag Wilg 8.51 TMC
Total lifting capacity ~ Veeranjaneya at Yedula [JRIT
of above 5 projects g
........................................... Venkatadri at Vattem
24,000 Kurumurthy Raya at
- cu(gecs Karivena
TMC) per day
Total Igting cspacity Uddadapur
of PRLIS with 9 pumps s
ofasMWeach < LaKkshmidevinally b py

total storage capacity of 147
TMC to serve Telangana’s
diverse water needs. The
PRLIS was thus redesigned,
further enhancing the capac-
ity to a staggering 67.97
TMCs from less than 7
TMC. Further, the restora-
tion of checkdams and tanks
has bolstered water storage
potential, ensuring more re-
liable access to water re-
sources.

Thus, Telangana, which
once relied on just 8 TMC of
water storage capacity in the
Krishna basin, is now poised
to reach 75.94 TMC, due to
initiatives such as the Pala-
muru Rangareddy LIS. The
reengineering of the project
with modern infrastructure
now enables the State to lift
around 2 TMC per day, using
the nine mammoth motor
pumps of 145 MW each.
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