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'Fourth India Water Impact Summit 2019
Teceives parl:lclpatwn from 15 countries

By Mall Today Bureau in
New Delhi

ajendra Smgh Shek-

state, jal shakti; Sanjay Kumar
Jha, minister, water resources,
Bihar; UP Singh,

al, National Mission for Clean
Ganga; Professor Vinod Tare,
head of cGanga and Shishir
' Kumar Ratho, deputy director
general, NMCG were present
at the three day-long fourth
India Water Impact Summit
2019 held at Vigyan Bhawan,
Delhi. More than 1,000 domes-
i tic and international delegates
from 15 countries, in addition

| to representatives from the V

central, state and municipal
governments, participated in
the summit.

} Indiatakesthelead onglob-
al water stewardship inviting
the world fo join and use its
river basins as a natural labo-
ratory for both increasing our
understanding on water issues
as well as solving the major
water stress related challenges
that humanity is facing.

Shekhawat shared, “We all
‘know that 18 per cent of the
world’s population lives in our
country and we have only 4
per cent of the world's water
resources. In addition, India’s
urban population is growing at
a rapid pace. According to the
2011 census, 377 million people
 are living in urban areas.
By 2030, the popula-
tion of urban India

den on natural
resources like
rivers and water
bodies. To ensure
committed focus
on improving the

municipat

Over
1,060

from cent

particip
fourth india Water
impact Summit
2019

water situation in India, a ded-
icated ministry of jal shakti has
been set up by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi this year, for
integrated and holistic man-
agement of water resources in
India.”

The minister further elabo-
rated, “We launched the ‘Na-
mami Gange’ programme as
an integrated mission for the
conservation of Ganga and its
tributaries in the year 2016.
Under this, about 305 projects
of various types have been
taken up so far at a cost of Rs

28,000 crore (about US $

4 billion). Apart from
pollution eradica-
tion, the Nama-
mi Gange pro-
gramme gives
equal impor-
tance to eco-
logical flow,
biodiversity
conserva-
tion, capac-
ity  building,
research and
monitoring and

ddition
3tives
ate and
ernments,
ed in the

public awareness. ‘Aviraita’ is
equally important in the con-
servation of the river Ganga
and we have decided to en-
sure that the required level of
ecological flow in the river is
always maintained and a noti-
fication to this effect has been
issued on October 9, 2018.”

He further launched a report
on international cooperation
on water. India is not only part-
nering with nations to bring
new solutions but also down
streaming these solutions to
other nation such as those in
the African continent. He also
launched a concise guide on
river restoration and conserva-
tion. The report captures the
work of experts who are now
creating a new paradigm of
establishing base level river or-
ganisations, so that the Nama-
mi Gange programme spreads
rapidly but taking a bottom up
approach. The need is to solve
the pollution problem at its
source, which is the base level
tributary. Using this paradigm,
the programme is embarking

AL .

on a new initiative of rejuve-
nating small rivers and drains.
Five drains have been selected
for this initiative such as Najaf-
garh in Delhi, Assi in Varanasi,
Sisamau in Kanpur, Kahn in
Indore and Jojri in Jodhpur.

The Namami Gange pro-
gramme in the long run needs
seven to ten lakh crore and
that kind of funding can only
come from tapping into the
global capital markets.

The summit provided an
opportunity to showcase new
technological, innovation re-
search, policy framework and
investment models created
around the world and within
India, along with multi-coun-
try dialogues for strengthen-
ing India and international
cooperation in the water see-
tor. The summit also provided
a platform for civil society and
leaders to join scientists, engi-
neering, industry, finance and
government representatives
in brainstorming on -critical
issues in the river restoration,
conservation and water sector.
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PM to chair first meet of
Ganga Council in 3 yrs

; Y
HARIKISHAN SHARMA T¥'

NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 12

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modiwill chair the first meeting
of National Ganga Council on
Saturday, more than three years
after it was constituted under his
chairmanship. :

The council, which com-
prises chief ministers of 5 states
— Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Bihar, West Bengal and

. Jharkhand — nine Union minis-

ters, and NITI Aayog vice-chair-
man as its members, will meet
in Kanpur, a Jal Shakti Ministry
official said on Thursday.

According to the sources, the

council will deliberate on a 14-
pointagenda.Itray give in-princi-

* pal approval to the continuation of

Namami Gange programme be-
yond 2020. It may direct the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, Ministry of Ayush
and the Ganga Basin states to pro-
mote organic farming in a 5 km
stretch on both sides of the Ganga.
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‘Not many lessons learnt from water planning failures

In the absence of scientific planning and implementation, measures like Jal Shakti Abhiyan may not be successful

J. HARSHA

crisis across India in the sum-
mer of 2019, the Central go-
vernment hurriedly launched the
Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA), a time-
bound, mission-mode water con-
servation campaign to be carried
out in two phases, across the 255
districts having critical and over-
exploited groundwater levels. This
campaign, however, was not in-
tended to be a funding pro-
gramme and did not create any
new intervention on its own. It on-
ly aimed to make water conserva-
tion = a ‘people’s movement’
through ongoing schemes like the
MGNREGA and other government
programmes.
The JSA is partly modelled and
driven by some sporadic success
stories such as NGO Tarun Bharat

Erollowing the massive water

| Sangh’s experiment in Alwar, Ra-
' jasthan and Anna Hazare-led ef-

forts in Ralegan Siddhi, Maharash-
tra. These projects primarily
involved building tanks and ponds
to capture rainwater and building
recharge wells to recharge ground-

water. However, it is unclear
whether they were based on refe-
rence to watershed management
or groundwater prospect maps.

Planning scientifically

Water planning should be based
on hydrological units, namely riv-
er basins. And, political and admi-
nistrative boundaries of districts
rarely coincide with the hydrologi-
cal boundaries or aquifer boun-
daries. However, contrary to this
principle of water management,
JSA was planned based on the
boundary of the districts, and to
be carried out under the overall
supervision of a bureaucrat. This
resulted in the division of basins/
aquifers into multiple units that

followed multiple policies. There

was no data on basin-wise rainfall,
no analysis of run-off and ground-
water maps were rarely used. As a
result, one never came to know
whether water harvested in a
pond in a district was at the cost of
water in adjoining districts.

The JSA also fundamentally ig-
nored the fact that most of India’s
water-stressed basins, particularly
those in the peninsular regions,
are facing closure, with the de-
mand exceeding supply. Hence,
groundwater recharge happened
at the cost of surface water and
vice versa. This is where’ an ab-
sence of autonomous and know-

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

SAVE WATER
FUTURE

SAVE

ledge-intensive river-basin organi-
sations is acutely felt.

As on date, the JSA’s portal dis-
plays impressive data, images and
statistics. For example, it claims
that there are around 10 million
ongoing and completed water con-
servation structures; 7.6 million
recharge structures. The website
also says that one billion saplings
have been planted and that six mil-
lion people participated in aware-
ness campaigns. But, data and sta-
tistics can deceive or lie, as
claimed by journalist Darrel Huff
in his 1954 book How to Lie with
Statistics.

For example, the data displayed
on JSA portal do not speak anyth-
ing about the pre-JSA water levels,
the monthly water levels and im-
pact of monsoon on the water le-
vels across the 255 districts with

critical and over-exploited blocks. -
They also don’t convey anything
about the quality of the structures,
their maintenance and sustainabil-
ity. Even if the water levels had
been measured, it is unknown
whether the measurement was ac-
curate. Many such queries remain
unanswered and hidden behind
these data and statistics. The re-
sults for a 2016 study conducted
by the Central Groundwater Board
showed that water levels always in-
crease post-monsoon. Therefore,
it will require long-term monitor-
ing of water level data to deter-
mine the actual impact of a mea-
sure like JSA. At present, there is
no such parameter to measure the
outcome of such a mission-mode
campaign. The rat race among dis-
tricts for ranking has turned out to
be meaningless.

Facile assumptions
True, the aim and intent of JSA are
noble. But the assumptions are
distorted. For example, it assumes
that common people in rural areas
are ignorant and prone to wasting
water; on the contrary, they are
the ones who first bear the brunt
of any water crisis. The per capita
water allocation to those living in
rural areas is 55 litres, whereas the
same for urban areas like Delhi
and Bengaluru is 135-150 litres.
Therefore, the JSA’s move to

reach out to poor people and
farmers, asking them to ‘save wa-
ter’, appears hypocritical, particu-
larly when district administrations
blatantly allow the sewage gener-
ated from towns and cities to pol-
lute village water sources such as
tanks, ponds and wells.

Moreover, it is difficult to say
whether measures like JSA can
provide long-term solutions. Most
of the farm bunds built with soil
can collapse within one monsoon
season due to rains and/or tres-
passing by farm vehicles, animals
and humans. Further, there are is-
sues like lack of proper engineer-
ing supervision of these struc-
tures, involvement of multiple
departments with less or no coor-
dination, and limited funding un-
der MGNERGA and other
schemes. Finally, there have hard-
ly been many efforts undertaken
to dissuade farmers from growing
water-intensive crops such as pad-
dy, sugarcane, and banana, when
it is widely known that agriculture
consumes 80% of freshwater.

The summer water crisis has
not led to our policymakers learn-
ing many lessons, and the country
just seems to have returned to a
business-as-usual situation.

J. Harsha is Director, €entral Water
Commission. Views exjressed in the
article are personal
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Expeét light rain by today afternoon

Showers on Thursday brought down pollution levels; AQI is expected to improve

,S)\z\(b

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

Most parts of the city re-
ceived rainfall on Thursday
evening due to western dis-
turbances and light rains are

expected in the city in the

first half of Friday also, ac-
cording to Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre,

The rains also brought
down the air pollution levels
slightly by 9 p.m. and the air
quality is expected to further
improve from “severe” cate-
gory on Thursday to “poor”
category on Friday, accord-
ing to government-run moni-
toring agency System of Air
Quality and Weather Fore-
casting and Research (SA-

FAR). 4

“The air quality was sev-
ere on Thursday as it was
cloudy and there was high
moisture in the air. This in-
creased the particle holding
capacity of the air and thus
‘trapping more pollutants. Al-
so the wind speed was very
less,” an official at SAFAR
said. A

“There was rainfall bet-
ween 5.30 pm and 7 p.m. in

the evening in most parts of

= SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Delhi and we expect light
rainfall in some parts of Delhi
in the first half of Friday al-
so,” said Kuldeep Srivastava,
Head of Regional Weather
Forecasting Centre of the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment.

It rained in parts of the ci-
ty later in the night around 9

-p.m also, accompanied by

thunder and lightening.
IMD prediction for NCR on

1 B e

A cyclist covers himself with an umbrella during a spell of rain in the Capital on Thursday.

Friday reads: “Generally
cloudy sky, light rain/thun-
dershowers, accompanied
with hailstorm and strong
surface winds (speed 15-20
kmph).” )
The air quality is expected
to'improve to “moderate” ca-
tegory by Saturday. “The air
quality will improve rapidly
and significantly by Thurs-
day night and the impact will
be seen by Friday with AQI

falling from severe to poor
category. The western distur-
bance started to influence
the region with an induced

cyclonic circulation over .-

northwest Rajasthan. An in-
crease in surface winds and
scattered rainfall is expected.
Further improvement in AQI
is forecast towards the lower
end of the poor to moderate
category by December 14,”
SAFAR said.
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CAG flags deficiencies
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Millennium Post, Delhi R

In canal maintenance
projects In Gujarat

AHMEDABAD: The Comp-
troller and Auditor General
(CAG), in its report tabled
in the Gujarat Assembly, has
pointed out several deficien-
cies in the maintenance work
of irrigation canals in the state.

As per the report, these
deficiencies include not con-
ducting regular inspection of
canals and not undertaking
evaluation study to assess the
efficiency of the works car-

" ried out by the state Water

Resources Department.

The CAG report on 'Eco-
nomic Sector' for the year that
ended on March 31, 2018 was
tabled in the state Assembly
on Wednesday, the last day of
the session.

In the report, the national
auditor cited 'Water Audit’
study conducted by an agency
named WAPCOS for the Water
Resources Department. The
study was meant to evaluate
the performance of the Sabar-
mati Reservoir project and its
canal network.

In its report submitted to
the government in February
2018, WAPCOS had said that
the "performance of the proj-
ect was not good".

It further said that as
against the total irrigation
potential, the "utilisation dur-

ing the last 15 years was just
31.42 per cent".

"Distribution system of the
project was not in good con-
dition and 50 per cent of the
minor and sub-minor canals
suffered from issues like weed
growth, silting, damaged out-
lets and damaged linings. Non-
functional canals were also
observed either partly or fully,”
the CAG report said, quoting
the Water Audit.

It also noted that despite
spending Rs 39.24 crore on
the extension, renovation and
modernisation (ERM) works,
there were "many deficiencies
in the canal system”.

"No such study was con-
ducted for other canal net-
works in the state to evaluate
the effectiveness of the ERM
works," it said.

"In nine out of ten test-
checked divisions of canal net-
work in the state, pre-monsoon
and post-monsoon inspections
were not conducted regularly,”
the CAG said, adding that canal
structures were found damaged
at some places even after the
execution of ERM works.

During some site visits, the
national auditor found mud
accumulation and vegetation
in canals, along with damaged
linings at some places. ~ MPOST
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- The queen of hills

season’s first snowfall s>

Touristspotssuch as Narkanda, Kufri, Manali too witness snow

: i

Fresh snowfall at Kufri near Shimia on Thursday.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA 12 DECEMBER

Shimla, the Queen of Hills,
this evening witnessed the
season’s first snowfall with
other famous tourist desti-
nations of Himachal such
as Narkanda, Kufriand Man-
ali too recording snowfall.
The season’s first snowfall
hasbrought cheer to tourists
and hoteliers alike. The snow-
fall which started in the
eveninghadresulted in cold

wave conditions across the
state and the lower region of
Himachal saw mild to heavy
rainfall since last night.

Vehicular traffic in upper
areas of Shimla district includ-
ing Lahaul Spiti and Kin-
naur district came to a stand-
still owing to accumulation
of snow on roads.

Over 12 passengers had
a narrow escape when a
Himachal Road Transport
Corporation (HRTC) bus that
was on its way to Rampur

from Dharamshala skidded
in the snow and collided
with a parapet.

An official of the state
meteorological department
said the snowfall will continue
inupperreaches of the state
in coming days and a yellow
alerthad already been issued.

“A Western Disturbance
would remain active in the
area and this would bring
more rain and snow in
Himachal Pradesh,” he
added.

Snow world

THE TRIBU/YE -

13.12. 80/Q

T W T

Freeze frame: Locals walking down a road at Kufri in Shimla district of Himach'al_Pradesh_on
Thursday. The cold wave conditions have intensified in the State, with rainfall and snow in

several places. The temperature in Kufri fell below freezing point. =p7i -
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