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‘Rajasthan seeks
assistance for water scheme
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State has only 1% of country’s surface water: Mlmster

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
JAIPUR

The Congress government in
Rajasthan has sought chang-
es in the norms for Central

assistance for the Jal Jeevan:

Mission (JJM), which envisag-

-es supply of 55 litres of water

per person per day to every
rural household by 2024, in
order to reduce the financial
burden on the States. The
flagship Central scheme at
jpresent stipulates the share
in 50:50 ratio.

~ New action plans

Rajasthan, where only 12%
households are currently get-
ting piped water supply, has

formulated new action plans

for implementing JJM by re-
juvenating the sources of wa-
ter to provide connections to
about 98 lakh households.

The JJM is being implement-
ed under the State Water and

e i S M

Rajasthan Minister B.D. Kalla

Sanitation Mission, which is

‘already functional, and diffe-

rent sources, including rain-
water harvesting, have been
tapped.

The Union Ministry of Jal
Shakti is holding discussions
with all the States in five

‘phases for their action plans

under the JJM: Officers from
Rajasthan’s Public Health En-
gineering Department held
deliberations at a workshop
in Odisha’s Puri.

Public Health Engineering
Minister B.D. Kalla said here

that the State, which had on-
ly 1.01% of the country’s sur-
face water, had been trying
hard to supply drinking wa-
ter to geographically difficult
areas and expected more as-
sistance from the Centre to
achieve the targets of JJM.
Unless the steps were taken
to increase surface water, the
dark zones would expand
across the State, he said.

Mr. Kalla said in the State

Assembly on Tuesday that

the Opposition should also
urge the Centre to consider
increasing its share in the JJ]M
by changing the norms. He
affirmed ‘that the linking of
Brahmani river with the Bi-
salpur dam, built on Banas
river in Tonk district, would
ensure inflow of more water,
facilitating the water supply
to Tonk Sawai Madhopur,
Ajmer, Jalplll' and Nagaur
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Centre: State overexploiting
groundwater resources ™”

Vijay MOHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, FEBRUARY 12
Overexploitation of groun-
dwater in the region is the
highest in the country,
with Punjab topping the
list of states extracting a
lot more water than it
should. While the national
average of extracting
groundwater is 63 per cent
of the annual extractable
resources, it is as high as
166 per cent in Punjab.
The annual extractable
groundwater resource of Pun-
jab is 21.58 billion cubic
metres (BCM) where as the

current annual extraction is Punjab is followed by and use of canal water pared with the mean pre-
35.78 BCM, according todata Rajasthan and Haryana, remains low. Recharge of monsoon levels. The drop in
released by the MinistryofJal  where the extraction is 140 groundwater is also inade- the level; was between 0-2 m

Shakti on February 10. Irriga-

per cent and 137 per cent

quate as rivers and seasonal

in most of the wells while in

tion accounts for over 96 per more than the extractable rivulets have been dammed.” five it was between 24 m and
cent of groundwater use in  resources. On the other hand, Blaming government poli- above four m in two wells.
Punjab, with domestic con- Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh cies for the current situation, ' According to a CGWB offi-

sumption being about 1 BCM  and Nagaland draw the least he added that there was nei- cial the wheat and paddy
and industrial use 0.20 BCM.  amount of water in percent- ther any effort by farmers to  cropping pattern in Punjab

The annual recharge of ageterms,withtheextraction conserve water or any incen- has led to manifold increase
groundwater in the state is inthesestatesbeinglessthan tives for them to switch over in demand for water. About
2393 BCM out of which one per cent of the toothermethodsofirrigation. 90 per centofthe state’s area
about 73 per cent is during extractable resources. A pre-monsoon survey in is underlain by quaternary
the monsoon  season. Prof SS Johl, an eminent 2019 carried out by the Cen- alluvial deposits that are
Recharge from rains during  agricultural economist, said, tral Ground Water Board important sources of abun-
this reason accounts foronly = “Over 75 per cent of croparea  revealed that of 245 wells dant and  dependable
5.54 BCM while 11.83BCMis in Punjab depends upon analysed, waterlevelhad fall- groundwater supplies which

en in 69 per cent when com-

from other sources.

groundwater for irrigation

~

are being exploited.
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Mail Today, Delhi

Tussle over
status of
Irrigation
project

TELANGANA'’S consistent

demand to accord national :

status to the massive
Kaleshwaram lift irriga-
tion project, to tap Central
government funds, is of lit-
tle avail. KCR and ruling
TRS MPs have repeatedly
requested the Union min-

istry of Jal Shakti to review

the status of the project.
The Union ministry clai-
ms that the project does
not meet all parameters
for a Central grant. Cost-

Telangana is demanding national status for Kaleshwaram
lift irrigation project so that it can receive Central funding.

benefit variations need to
be analysed before consid-
ering the demand, say offi-
cials. The project is more
dedicated to the stabilisa-
tion of the existing ayacut
under river Godavari than
creation of new irrigation
potential, they add. They
are also studying as to

what extent of the project
is the result of the re-engi-
neering of the Dr BR Amb-
edkar Pranahitha-Cheve-
lla irrigation scheme.
Meanwhile, the state is
readying the data o prove
that the project, when com-
plete, will comply with cri-
teria for national status.
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