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Light rain likely on four days this week ¢

Times NEws NETWORK

| New Delhi: Light rain is ex-
pected on Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday in
the city. According to a Met
official, two successive wes-
tern disturbances will hit
North-West India in the co-
mingdays.
“The first western distur-

| bance (WD) will show its ef-
' fectinDelhi-NCR on Monday

with light rain and wind spe-
ed of around 20 km per hour.
The second WD will show its
impact between Wednesday
and Friday. Very light rain or
drizzle is expected towards
Wednesday night. Light or
moderate rain would occur
on Thursday while very light
rain or drizzle is expected on
Friday in the forenoon,” the
official said.

Duetochange in the wind
direction from North-Wes-
terly to South-Westerly and
cloud cover, minimum tem-
perature will rise by 4 degre-
es by Friday, which is 3 not-
ches above normal. Maxi-
mum temperature will be ne-
arly 22 degrees Celsius on

Monday, which may dip tone-
arly 17 degrees Celsius bet-
ween Tuesday and Saturday
— slightly less than normal,
theofficial said.

On Sunday, the minimum
temperature was 7.1 degrees
Celsius, normal for this time

3 &

ouT I COLD: Two successive wester disturbances are xpected to

of the year, while the maxi-
mum was 23.4 degrees Celsi-
us, 3notches above normal.
On Monday, partly cloudy
sky is expected along with
moderatefoginthemorning.
“Very light rain or thun-
dershower might occur to-

hit Delhi-NCR this week. The first WD will show its effect on Monday

wards afternoon or evening.
Strong surface winds with
a speed of around 20 km
per hour are also expected.
The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures would be
around 23 and 9 degrees Cel-
sius, respectively.”

Delhi’s air quality dete-
riorated to ‘very poor’ on
Sunday, with an overall AQI
of 348,fouler than Saturday’s
‘poor’ AQI of 288, according
tothe CPCB’sindex.

An AQI between 0-50 is
considered ‘good’, 51-100 ‘satis-
factory’, 101200 ‘moderate’,
between 201 and 300 is classifi-
ed as ‘poor’, between 301 and
400 is classified as ‘very poor’
and between 401 and 500 is ‘se-
vere’ on CPCB’s index.

According to SAFAR,
marginal deterioration

in air quality is forecast
for Monday.

“Under the influence of
the approaching western dis-
turbance, isolated rainfall
and increased wind speed
are forecast for Monday
night. On Tuesday, the AQI
likely to improve towards the
poor category and is likely to
stay the same the next day,
too,” a SAFAR report stated.

According to Met, lack of
surface winds and change in
wind direction has led to the
airfoulingupinthecity. “The
surface wind speed on Sun-
day was 6-8 km per hour com-
pared to Saturday’s 12-15 km
per hour. The change in wind
direction from North-Wes-
terly to South-Westerly also
impacted the air quality,” a

Metofficial said.
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, Fresh Sn'owf&ll in Kashmir throws life out of gear, ﬂigHts disruptéd

Srlnagar c1ty received 2 cm of SNOW, wh11e tourist resort of Pahalgam recorded 9 cm; more snow forecast for Monday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA a.m., while Pahalgam tourist The snowfall affected ﬂlynt
SRINAGAR by resort in south Kashmir’s operations at Srinagar airport
Fresh snowfall in Kashmir  Anantnag district recorded 9 as no flight was able to land
threw life out of gear in the cm, hesaid. till about noon.
valley on Sunday and disrupt- The ski-resort of Gulmarg - Private airlines Indigo can-
ed flight operations at the air-  in Baramulla district of north  celled all flights to and from
port here, officials said. Kashmir recorded 8 cm of  Srinagar for the day, the offi-
Most parts of the Valley re- ~ fresh snow, while Kupwara,  cial said. He, however, said if
ceived moderate to heavy - also in the north, received 25 there was improvement in
snowfall on Sunday which cm, the official added. the weather, the air traffic
continued during the day. ‘ } would most likely resume.

, According to a Met official, = Smowfall in Ladakh too - Meanwhile, the minimum
while the plains received light There are reports of heavy temperature across Jammu
to moderate snowfall, the snowfall in most parts in the region rose by several de-
higher reaches of the Valley higher reaches of the Valley grees to settle above season’s
and Jammu and Ladakh re-  and some parts of Ladakh Un-  average due to overcast con-
gions experienced heavy ion territory, he said. ditions. Jammu recorded a
snowfall. - The Met Office has forecast low of 9.3 degrees on Sunday,

Srinagar city recorded two ~ widespread snowfall across up by 5.4 degrees from the
centimetres of snow till 8:30  the Valley till Monday. previous night’s 3.9 degrees.
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Contaminated water
beingsuppliedby /7>
H’yana, alleges DJIBVC

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 JANUARY

Delhi Jal Board (DJB) vice
chairman Dinesh Mohaniya
today alleged that water sup-
ply from Haryana is being
contaminated with a high
amount of ammonia.

The water being supplied
from Haryana is being con-
taminated with a high
amount ofammoniaso that
the production of water in
Delhi decreased by 100 MGD,
said Delhi Jal Board's Vice
Chairman Dinesh Mohaniya
today.

"The water being sup-
plied in Delhi comes from
other states, in which Haryana
isthelargest source. Since the
announcement of elections,
the amount of ammonia in
the ‘water coming from
Haryanahasincreased alot.
This has affected the water
supplyin many parts of Delhi.
As Haryana is ruled by BJP,
these developments during
the elections seem to be a

political conspiracy," said
Mohaniya.

He said that BJP is con-
spiring to defame the hon-
est government in Delhi.

"For the last 3 days, the
water problem has been
started again in Delhi. The
water coming from the BJP-
ruled Haryana contains_a

The water being sup-
plied from Haryana
is being contaminat-
ed with a high
amount of ammonia
so that the produc-
tion of water in
Delhi decreased by
100 MGD, said Delhi
Jal Board's Vice
Chairman

high amount ofammonia. The
level of Ammonia steadily
increased from 1.2 ppm on
8thJanuaryto 1.8 ppm on9th
Januaryto 2.7 ppm onthe 10th
January. Due to this, Delhi Jal
Board is able to produce only
100MGD less water compared
to normal production”,
Mohaniya added.

"Sudden increase in the
amount of ammonia in the
water supplied from Haryana
indicates some kind of polit-
ical conspiracy. BJP often
accuses the DJB of supply-
ing dirty water in the city,"
alleged the DJB Vice Chair-
man.

Mohaniya added:
"Because the water is not
being produced complete-
ly in Delhi, DJB is not able
to supply water in some
areas of Central and South
Delhi."
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Plan to get g
water to 9"
Marathwada
ready: Gadkari

AURANGABAD, 12 JANUARY

A plan to bring water from
Tapi, Damangangaand Pin-
jar rivers to Marathwada
through Ahmednagar and
Nashikdistrictsisreadyand
willgoalongwayin ending
thewaterwoes here, Union
minister Nitin Gadkari said
on Sunday:.

Hesaid water from these
rivers was flowing westward
into the Arabian sea.

“Aplanis ready to bring
water from Tapi, Daman-
ganga and Pinjar rivers
through Ahmednagar and
Nashik districts to Marath-
wada. Signatures of the
Gujarat and Maharashtra
chief ministers are remain-
ing. There is no scarcity of
water, but thereislack of plan-
ning,” he said.

Issuihgawarningto pub-
lic representatives from
Marathwada, Gadkari said
his ministryhad completed
projectsworth Rs 15-171akh
crore in the past five years
but not a single contractor
had approached him with
money. He said there was
need for industrialisation
inrural areas as these places
hadrawmaterialsbutnofac-
tories. PII
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JAL BOARD VICE-CHAIRMAN LINKS IT TO POLLS

Haryana hits back as DJB says
statereleasing dirty water ~ *

EXPRESS NEWS SERVJCE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY12

DELHI JAL Board vxce—chanper—

son Dinesh Mohaniya alleged

that Haryana was deliberately
releasmg dirty water to Delhi
since dates for the Assembly

polls were announced last week.

“The water supplied in Delhi
comes fromother states, of which
Haryana is the largest source.
Since theannouncement of elec-
tions, theamount of ammoniain

the water coming from Haryana

has increased a lot. This has af-
fected water supply in many
parts. As Haryana is ruled by the
BJP, these developments during

the polls seem to be a political

conspiracy,” claimed Mohaniya.

Calling Mohaniya's statement
false, Amit Arya, media advisor to
the Haryana Chief Minister, said it
was an attempt to malign the
state's image. Arya also said that
similar allegations made earlier by
DjB were found baseless by CPCB.

High ammonia content can
stall functioning of water treat-
ment plants as they are unable

Moh ya said it has affected water production. Archive

' totreatwater with more than 0.7

ppm ammonia. Increased pres-
ence of ammonia inwaterisare-

currentissue between the two-
. states, especially between

January and March as the
amount of water flowing in the
riveris much lower than the eco-
logical flow that is required.
Asper several reports and ex-
perts,alarge load of pollutants is
added to the river from the
Panipat Industrial Area. -
Officials said two water treat-
ment plants — Chandrawal and

Wazirabad — were able to pro- *

duce half the amount of treated

water that they produce because
of pollutants. The decrease was
around 100 million gallons daily.
DJB supplies 940 MGD of water
as opposed to a demand of
around 1200 MGD.

Mohaniya said, “The level of
ammonia steadily increased from
12 ppm on January 8, to 1.8 ppm
on January 9, to 2.7 ppm on
January 10. Due to this, DJB was
able to produce 100 MGD less
compared tonormal production.”

“The BJP often accuses the
DelhiJal Board of supplying dirty

“ﬂﬁtmcsK»J

2020

DELHI

_water in the city. I want to tell
~ everyone that the water being

supplied in Delhi comes from
the BJP-ruled states,” he added.
‘In November, controversy
over Delhi’s water quality broke
out with a Bureau of Indian
Standardsreport saying that all 11
water samples from different lo-
cations in Delhi — including that
from Krishi Bhawan and the
house of Union Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan — did not pass its
tests. The Delhi government re- |
sponded with its own survey of
over 4,000 samples, wherein it

-said more than 98% had passed.

Onthesurvey, Mohaniyasaid:
“The reason for this suspicionis |
that on one hand, Paswan ac-
cused DJB of supplying dirty wa-
ter, and on the other hand con-
taminatedwateris supplied from
BJP-ruled Haryana.” i
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Karnal shocker: 46 Vﬂlages po]lutmg Yamuna

PARVEEN ARORA l\ \(b

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KARNAL, JANUARY 12
As many as 46 villages in Kar-

nal district have been found, .

to be pollutmg the Yamuna
directly or indirectly.

A report of the Irrigation
Department to Develop-
ment and  Panchayat
Department says these vil-
lages are discharging waste
water without treating into
the river. Deputy Commis-
sioner Nishant Kumar
Yadav said that on the basis
of the report, the Develop-
ment and  Panchayat
Department has chalked out
a plan to treat waste water
and started work on it.

. Under the project, three
and five ponds systems will
be laid in villages where
required. Besides, in some
villages bio-remedial tech-
niques and phytorid plant

Untreated water flows into the Yamuna in Karnal s
Nabipur village. TRIBUNE PHOTO ‘

techniques will be adopted
to treat water. Among the

-identified villages, six are in

Gharaunda' block, three
each in Karnal and Indri
blocks, seven in Munak
block, 12 in Nilokheri block

and 15 in lesmg block, sa1d

Ramphal Singh, SE, Devel-
opment and Panchayat
Department, Karnal Circle.

Ramphal Singh said Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar has been stressing the
need to use treated water in
1rr1gat10n and fish farmmg

and plans were afoot to use
treated water for agnculture
purposes.

Development and Pan-

‘chayat Department, Kar-

nal Circle, XEN, Karnail
Singh said two villages —

Kachwa and thagd '

had a population above
10,000 and the Public

Health Engineering
Department will build
sewerage ' freatment

plants there. The depart-
ment will ensure waste
water is not discharged
without treatment in the
Yamuna, he said. :

In three villages — Hal-
wana, Narayana, and Kho-
rakheri — there is no land
for a pond, so the depart-
ment will implement phy-
torid plant technique in
these villages. In Prem
Khera village, a three-pond
system has already been set
up and the water is being
treated, he said, adding that
a five-pond system was near
completion in Sultanpur
village. “With these initia-
tives, only the treated water
will be discharged in Yamu-
na, ” he added

il
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Highly toxic leachate from Okhla landfill has
polluted groundwater in 2.5km radius: Study

P 12

NEWDELHI: A new study hasraised
the alarm about highly toxic
leachate release from south
Delhi’s Okhla landfill in all sea-
sons, which is contributing to
water pollutioninneighbouring
areassuchas Tekhand and Tugh-
lagabad within a 2-5kmradius.
The study by National Insti-
tute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) has
found that dumping of unsegre-
gated waste, including domestic
hazardous waste such as drain
and toilet cleaners, mosquito
coils, lead and lithium ion batter-
ies, expired medicines, etc, has
led to leachate from the landfill
siteexceedingthe leachate pollu-
tionindex (LPI) standard for sur-
face water asspecified in the solid
waste management rules 2016.
The LPI(anumber signifying
the leachate contamination
potential of a landfill) for Okhla
landfill wasfound tobe 27in pre-
monsoonseason, 23.8in monsoon
and43.13in post monsoon season
against LPIfor standard treated

» jayashree. nand»@hmvacom

Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )
The Economic Times (New Delhi)
Business Standard(New Delhi)

The Tribune (Gurugram)
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= The Okhla landfill has about 5.6 million tonnes of waste and was to

be closed in 2008 as it had reached capacity.

leachate of6.8. LPIincludeslevels
of heavy metals such as chro-
mium and lead; total dissolved
solids or turbidity, biological oxy-
gen demand (oxygen needed by
water to sustain life) etc.

Researchers also conducted
groundwater quality assess-
ments for chemical parameters
suchaspH, turbidity, conductiv-
ity, chromium, lead, iron, etc.,for
OKkhla bore well, Tughlaqabad
and Tekhand.

HT ARCHIVE

The water quality index calcu-
lated for these samples showed
they werefound to be unsuitable
for consumption and pollution
load was relatively higher in
monsoon and post monsoon sea-
son compared to pre-monsoon
period. “Duringthe pre-monsoon
period, the valuesof both LPIand
water quality indexarelow. This
showsthe quality ofleachateand
water is somewhat better. But
duringmonsoon dueto excessive
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leachate production and
enhanced movement, thisleach-
ate percolates the ground con-
taminating groundwater,” the
studynotes. Thestudyalsocom-
pared water quality in control
areas such as Raota, Aya Nagar
and Bhatti mines where such
poor quality water or degrada-
tion in monsoon and post-mon-
soonseason wasnotseen. Co-au-
thorssaid residents oflarge colo-
niesdominated by economically
weaker sections in Madanpur
Khadar, Shaheen Bagh and
Tughlagabad are hit by ground-
water pollution duetoleachates.

The study also carried out
waste quantification for 60 house-
holds—20each from high, middle
andloweconomichouseholdsin
south Delhi. The waste analysis
found that average biodegrada-
ble waste generation per house-
holdis680grams, non-biodegrad-
able waste ofabout 600 grams and
domestic hazardous waste of
about30grams.

The Okhla landfill has about
5.6 million tonnes of waste; it was
to be closed in 2008 as it had

ooooooo

reached capacity. It receives
about 3,000MT waste everyday.
A South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (SDMC) spokesperson,
said, “Nowonly 1,700MT of waste
is going to the Okhla landfill,
1,750MT goes to the Okhla waste
toenergy plant, 130MT goestoa
centralised composting plantand
20MT goes to a decentralised
composting plant. We are in the
process of setting up a leachate
treatment plant at the landfill. We
have so far not come across any
study that says the leachate has
contaminated groundwater.”
“My interpretation of why
mixed waste is still dumped in
landfillsis because the municipal
corporations’ agreement with
concessionaires for collection,
segregation, transport or proc-
essingof wasteisbased not waste
managementbuton the weight of
waste beingprocessed,” said Shy-
amala Mani, professor at the
National Institute of Urban
Affairsand co-author ofthestudy
whichispublished inabook titled
“Recent Developments In Waste
Management” on January 3.
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- Wake up before
it is too late

All political parties must unite to aid the
Government’s initiatives to foster efficient water
management in the country

o :
% s \iﬁ
VK BAHUGUNA
Water is the most important resource for sustaining life on Earth.

The happiness and development index of any civilised saciety

depends upon access to safe drinking water. India lies in the
tropical region with plenty of rainfall, though it is more in the North and
the North-East and comparatively less in the West and South. The
Himalayan glaciers complement the precipitation and provide year-long
supply of water to our rivers, rivulets and recharge aquifers. Forest catch-
ments also play an important role in maintaining the flow in rain-fed rivers,
recharging aquifers and subsurface drinking water. India receives around
4,000 billion cubic metres (bcm) of rainfall annually from June to
September, which is equivalent to four per cent of the world's water
resources. The renewable water resource in India is 1,897 sq km per
annum. The World Health Organisation (WHO) prescribes 25 litres of
water for one person a day to meet all basic hygiene and food needs.
If rain and river water is managed thoughtfully, there should be suffi-
cient water for agricutture, drinking, industrial and energy use. We have
12 major rivers catering to 253 million ha of catchment with another
47 rivers catering for other catchments. The Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna
river system is the largest in India with 43 per cent of the catchment
area of all the major river systems.

According to the Central Water Commission, India needs a maxi-
mum of 3,000 bcm of water a year while it receives 4,000 bem of rain.
Hawever, due to poor planning, natural causes like climate change and
the negligent attitude of the people, India is in the grip of severe water
scarcity. As per the Niti Aayog’s composite water management index,
75 per cent of households do not have drinking water on the premises
and 84 per cent rural households do not have piped water access. The
Indian Council of Agricuttural Research says the per capita annual water
availability declined to 1,508 cubic metres in 2014 from 5,177 cubic
metresin 1951, Itis estimated to fall further to 1,465 by 2025 and 1,235
cubic metres by 2050. We will become a water stressed nation if it goes
down to 1,000-1,100 cubic metres. Already cities like Delhi, Gurugram,

- Chennai, Bengaluru and Hyderabad are badly affected and facing severe
water famine during the summers.

The biggest reasons for water stress are overexploitation of ground-
water and over 89 per cent of it is used for agricuiture. it is estimated
that around 50 per cent of urban water requirement and 85 per cent of
rural domestic water needs are fuffilled by groundwater. India captures
only eight per cent of fts annual rainfall and the local catchment areas
like ponds and lakes have been lost due to demands forland. We there-
fore, need serious introspection and prevent wastage of water and learn
from Israel which recycles and manages its water efficiently.

Thankfully, the Government integrated the Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation and Ministry
of Drinking Water and Sanitation and created the Jal Shakt Ministry, which
has already taken several actions like the cleaning of Ganga in Kanpur,
Varanasi and Haridwar. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission the Prime Minister.
on December 25, 2019 launched the Atal Jal Yojana to help improve:
the groundwater level in 8,300 villages in 78 districts of Maharashtra,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and
Kamataka. The farmers of these States and elsewhere, will have to rethink
the use of water-intensive crops and irrigation methods. The National
Rainfed Area Authority had recommended to the Cabinet Secretary to
transfer rice cultivation in eastem States and converge water conser-

~  vation, forests and rural development schemes in other States.

To provide safe drinking water to rural areas the Union Cabinet had
also approved the Jal Jeevan Mission to provide Functional Household
Tap Connection to every rural household by 2024. It is going to be one
of the best Government decisions if implemented successfully, as out
of the 17.87 crore rural households about 14.6 crore (which accounts
for 81.67 per cent) are yet to get water tap connections. The scheme
aims at providing assured 55 litre of potable water per capita per day.
It envisages that each village will prepare an action plan comprising com-
ponents of water source and its maintenance, water supply and man-
agement of water used for washing dishes, clothes and bathing. The
total project cost is estimated to be ¥3.60 lakh crore. The Government
had finalised the guidelines of the scheme and kept the provision of a
third-party inspection before making payment, which is an innovation
in Govemment functioning, as it will involve organisations and institu-
tions outside the bureaucracy for efficacy. Yet another innovative think-
ing is changes in drinking water supply services that will have a utility-
based approach and concept of service delivery. This will enable them
to function as utlities focussing on services and recover water use fee.
This initiative will be successful, provided people are made stakehold-
ers, there is proper monitoring and experts are involved, It will help in
initiating efficient water management and all political parties must unite
for its success, as Earth is the only known planet that has water for
sustaining life.

(The author fs a former civil servant)

ooooooad




WSE Dircctoratc CWC documented following news item/letter/article/editorial published

AN o o e IBONQ .................... d‘md/B-O/a‘?O,ZO

'Delay paddy sowing, meet water demand for 3.5 years: Panel

PPCB, agriculture department want paddy transp|antat|on after June 25 | State govt yet to take decision

AmAN Soop S\“;
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 4
| PATIALA, JANUARY12

Worried about the”' falhng

state, the Pumab Pollu‘uon
. Control Board (PPCB) and

the Agriculture Department

. have pressed for delay in sow-

ing of paddy after June 25.
Recent reports submitted

| to the National Green Tri-

bunal (NGT) by an expert
committee suggest that if

paddy transplantation is

delayed by a week, that state
can meet the demand for
water ofits 3-crore population
for more than 3.5 years.
Every January, the state
government announces a
date for paddy sowing.
Accordingly, preparations are
made for arranging addition-
al power and other things.
The expert committee,
comprising members from
Ludhiana’s Punjab Agri-
cultural University (PAU),

_ GRIM REALITY
Eaare 2.27 lakh
AR EUT NP

hectares under paddy in 1960

30 lakh
hectares in 2016
14.5 lakh tubewells in state

m Every tubewell pumps out
30.24-lakh litres of water per
week with an average eight
hours of power supply

The total irrigated area
increased from about 38% to
98%, out of which 73 per cent
is irrigated by tubewells

In 1973, only-0.4% area had
water table depth of more
than20m

The area has now in’creased

Every January, the state government announces a date for paddy sowing. FILE PHOTO to more than 50%

should not be advanced. per week with an average . This amount of water will

Central Pollution Control

Board and the PPCB, has Asper the committee, there  eight hours of power supply. be sufficient to meet the
recommended that the are14.5lakhtubewellsinthe This means that 14.5 lakh state’s demand for water for
date of sowing should be  state. Every tubewell pumps stubewells pump out4,385-bil- 3.64 years if paddy transplan-
around June 25 and that it  out 30.24-lakh litres of water  lion litres of water per week.

tation is delayed by a week.

Take the case of Ludhiana

city. Its average daily water
i sednsumption s 750- million -,

ulitres, while its ayerag _%
~ water. consumptlon is 274 bil-
lion cubic litres. If paddy cul-
tivation is delayed by a week,
the city’s demand for water
will be fulfilled for 16 years.
~ “Thereisneed todelay paddy
sowing if we want to save our
state from becoming adesertin
two decades,” said one of the
committee members.

Agricultural experts say the
decision could help save the
groundwater level which is
falling by 1 m every year. The
PPCB states that sowing of
paddy before June 25 would
“put extra pressure on soil”.

Last year as well, the
Congress government had

_ advanced the date to June

13 following pressure from
farmers’ unions. It was
more of a political decision
rather than a scientific
one, experts say.

A couple of years ago, the
PPCB had advocated that
the, . state  government

]y ¥ shm&d amend the PunJ_g_b

Preservation of Sub-soil
Water Act, 2009, and make
June 25 as the official date
for paddy sowing. In 2014,
the state had issued an advi-
sory to farmers to not trans-
plant paddy saplings before
June 15. Earlier, the date
was June 1, which was post-
poned to ensure more
dependency on rainwater.
Secretary  (Agriculture)
Kahan Singh Pannu told The
Tribune that he had read the
committee’s recommenda-

tions. “I have always recom-

mended that paddy needs to
depend more on rainwater

‘rather than on underground

water. Our limited natural
resources are under a lot of
pressure. We are already urg-
ing farmers to give up water-
guzzling paddy and shift to
other crops,” he said.
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PILOT TOBE IMPLEMENTED IN SOUTH SOUTH WEST DELHI

Jal Board project to let people check
water quality i in their locality online

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 11

THE DELHI Jal Board (DJB) is un-
dertaking a pilot project which
‘would allow residents to check
the quality of water being sup-
plied to their locality online.

DJB officials associated with
the project told The Indian
Express that the pilot would be
implemented in South and
South West Delhi first. It is ex-
pected to be expanded to cover
. theentire city inaround three to
.. sixmonths, after which open ac-
cess'would be provided to the
public.

The quality of samples taken
from five different locations in
every ward — and of other areas

in the DJB’s network, including
raw water sources — would be
uploaded in a software. People
would be able to access this in-
formation by entering their ward
name on a web portal, DB offi-
cials said, adding that the data
would be updated every day.

Sanjay Sharma, chief water
analyst at DJB, said, “Through
this, people would get a com-
plete report of the water being
supplied to them, from the raw
water source to their locality...
This software is the first of its
kind inIndia.”

Awater quality index would
also be generated based on in-
ternational guidelines, which
would rank the quality of water
between 1and 10. People would
alsobe able to check parameters

Quality of samples from
every ward will be uploaded
on a software. Archive

mcludmg the pH level, colour

~ Shalabh Kumar membér '

have started using the soﬂware

-adding that it will be rolled out
to the public in some time.

The water department is us-
ing a software named AACE-
LIMS, developed by Mazelinov
for the project, which has beenin
the works for nearly three years,
officials said. They added that the
pilotis free of cost, which means
the DJB does not have to pay the
software developer for it.

Under the project, DJB staff
would be required to upload

'_;’photographs of the spot from

(water supply) at the DJB, said -
the projectwasin the process of.
bemg,yhplemented and officials

* where samples are taken on a

1emobile application, both before
~ and during the collection. The

- software would also record the

GPS coordinates of the locauom

from where the p
loaded.

oooooog

Those testing the samples at
the DJB laboratories would then
upload the result agalnst the cor-
responding log entryin the soft-
ware, which would be available
for the public to see online.

DJB officials would also be
able to check, in aninternal web
portal serving the water depart-
ment, if any particular water
quality parameter is higher than
the required standard in thelr
network.

This would be aided by
colour-coded location markers

| corresponding to particular pa-
© rameters. Forinstance, if the con-
centration of nitrate is higher
‘thanthe standard ata DJB tube-
well.,the colour of the location
ure is up-
il map of the city; would change.

marker over: that tubewell, ona

|

THE TRIBONE - P12.0( 2030

45% Fbad water; sewer connections illegal

BIIBNDRAAHLAWAT ( 12
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

FARIDABAD, JANUARY 11

Though the city has a total of
five lakh households and oth-
er units with water and sewer
connections, it is learnt that
only 2.75 lakh units are pay-
ing bills. A majority of illegal
(kundi) connections are in
slum clusters and densely
populated colonies of NIT
and old Faridabad area.

MCproposes FIRsif
offenders don_’t mendways

The civic authorities,
sources said, proposed tough
measures, including FIRs.

Admitting to the menace, the
Superintending  Engineer,
MCE Virender Kardam, said a
drive would be launched soon
toregularise all illegal connec-
tions after a fresh survey.
“Cases will be filed against
those who fail to get their con-
nections regularised within
the stipulated period,” said a
spokesperson for the Munici-
pal Corporation Faridabad

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

45% F’bad... 2

(MCF). Notices in this regard
would be issued soon. During
video-conferencing recently,
the Principal Secretary,
Urban Local Bodies, directed
the officials to launch a
month-long drive beginning
January 15. Sources claimed
that those supplying water in
tankers had been “exploiting
piped water supply”.

Against a demand of 262
MLD daily, the MCF has been
supplying 250 MLD of water
daily to the city with a popula-
tion of 18 lakh, it is revealed.
The total revenue generated
from water and sewer connec-
tions is Rs 10 crore annually.
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Billions at risk as great rivers suffer

Agence France-Presse ‘HT’R

= letters@hindustantimes.com

HONGKONG: The year is 2100.
The glaciers of the Hindu
Kush-Himalayanregion —
the world’s “Third Pole” —
are vanishingasthe planet
warms, theice thatoncefed
the greatriversof Asiaisall
butlost,and with it much of
the water needed tonurture
and grow a continent. ;
Further stressed by
extreme heatwaves, erratic
monsoons, and pollution, the
waterwaysarein crisisand
thelives of hundreds of mil-
lions hangin the balance.
Accesstoclean water, now
more preciousthanoil,isa
preserveoftherich and has
become aresourcesovalua-
ble that people—and nations
—are willingtofightforit.
Thisapocalyptic visionisthe
continent’s future ifnothing
isdone tolimit global warm-
ing, environmentalists warn.

= A villager collects wood from the Brahmaputra river at Majuli

island in Assam

“Ifurgent climate actionis
nottakenrapidly, starting
today, and current emission
trends continue, itis starting
tolook conceivable that this
will entail grave threatstoall
of humanity as we knowit,”
says David Molden, director
general of the International
Centrefor Integrated Moun-
tain Development.

The 2015 Paris agreement

AFP

saw nations commit to limit-
ing global warmingtotwo
degrees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levelsasa way of
curbing the worstimpacts of
global warming. A lower cap
of 1.5C was set, only asagoal

for nationstowork towards. -

Butthis year’s Hindu Kush-

" Himalaya (HKH) Assessment

Reportsays unlessitismet--
two-thirds of theregion’s gla-

ciers will belost by the end of
the century. Running from
Afghanistan to Myanmar, the
HKH regiontakesinthe
Tibetan Plateau, and the Him-
alaya, Hindu Kush, and Kara-
koram mountain ranges.
Functioning as a vast water
tower, some of the world’s
largest and most important
rivers, includingthe Brahma-
putra, Yangtze, Mekongand
Indus, begin here. Its healthis
inextricably linked to that of

. the continent: Some 1.65 bil-

lion people directly rely on
these waters —for their lives
and livelihoods.

Buttens of millions more
rely onthe agriculture,
hydropower, and industries
theriversfuel.

“Thisisthe climate crisis
you haven’theard of,” says
ICIMOD’s Philippus Wester,
adding thatalongside glacier
melt, there will be increased
risk offloods, droughts, land-
slides and avalanches.
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Study shows Mars losing
water faster than expected

g& ga ars is losing water more quickly than
‘ ! what theory and past observations would
| suggest, according to a study that used data

5 from the ExoMars Mission. The gradual
disappearance of water occurs in the upper
atmosphere of the planet, researchers from
French National Centre for Scientific
Research said. Sunlight and chemistry dis-
associate water molecules into hydrogen and
oxygen atoms that the weak gravity of Mars
can’t prevent from escaping into space. The
study, published in the journal Science,
revealed that water vapour is accumulating in
large quantities and unexpected proportions at
an altitude of over 80 kilometres in
Martian atmosphere. Measurements showed
that large atmospheric pockets are in a state of
supersaturation, with the atmosphere
containing 10 to 100 times more water vapour
than its temperature should allow.
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K’TAKA RIVER
WATERS ‘UNFIT
FOR DRINKING’

Bengaluru: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT), last
month, took up the issue of
contamination of Bellandur,
Agara and Varthur lakes,
where sewage water enters
these water bodies, making
water from these sources
non-potable. Not just lakes
and ponds in the city, even
rivers in the state are in such
a bad shape that their water
is not fit for human con-
sumption, stated the
Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB).
River Cauvery, which is
called the Southern Ganga
and is at the centre of many
a tussle between riparian
states for over a century, too
comes under category ‘C’,
which means water can be
used for drinking purposes
only after conventional treat-
ment followed by disinfec-
tion. Lakshman Tirtha,
Shimsha and Arkavarthy fare
even worse and have been
placed under the D category
with unsatisfactory water
quality index (wal).

Water samples are tested for
28 parameters which include
nine core parameters, 19
Physico-Chemical and
Bacteriological parameters
along with field
observations.
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MIHIR APPOINTED CHIEF
OF PANEL TO DRAFT NPW
New Delhi: The Government has
appointed Dr Mihir Shah, professor
at the Shiv Nadar University, as the
Chairman of a panel to draft the
National Water Policy. The 11
members committee established by
the Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation Ministry, will outline the
new National Water Policy (NWP) for
the country within six months of its

constitution, said a statement here.
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When survival trumped bias

GEETANJALI KRISHNA

heart of Bundelkhand, the annual sum-

mer drought regularly wreaks econom-
ic and emotional havoc in the lives of vil-
lagers. Some months ago, I visited the
Mahuee village in Banda district to docu-
ment the interventions of WaterAid, an
international NGO that works on issues
relating to water, sanitation and hygiene
across the country. I discovered that the
drought actually had an unintended posi-
tive fallout in this underdeveloped village.
Here’s what I saw.

Mahuee is ranked high among the vil-
lages worst affected by groundwater deple-
tion in Banda district. Locals attest that in
the last decade, water shortage in the vil-

I n rural Uttar Pradesh, especially in the
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to go ahead with the plan anyway.

lage has worsened every summet, even

though the region receives a reasonable
amount of rain during monsoon. Not only
wells and tube wells, but even village ponds
dry up as the temperature shoots up to
nearly 50 degrees Celsius. Deep fissures
develop in the fields and the villagers have
little water for themselves, let alone for
their livestock. WaterAid has successfully
set up rooftop rainwater harvesting sys-
tems to recharge wells and tube wells in
the area. When they approached Mahuee’s
gram pradhan Malkhe Srivas to build a sim-
ilar project in the village in 2017, he was
excited to help. He even offered to set the
harvesting system on his rooftop as he lived
next to one of the wells in the village. But
there was a hitch.

Inthe heartlands of Uttar Pradesh, caste
fissures tend to run deep and Srivas is a
Dalit. “To avoid even accidentally touch-
ing lower-caste people like me,” he told me,
“some of my upper caste neighbours would-
n’t even draw water from the well at the
same time as I did.” He wondered what they
would say when they heard that water from
a Dalit’s rooftop was going to recharge a
common well. Even if the harvested rain-
water from his rooftop managed to do the
job, there was a strong possibility his high-
er caste neighbours would not even use that
water. After much discussion, they decided

Not unexpectedly, the higher caste vil-
lagers were horrified at the idea. How could
water recharged by rainwater from a Dalit’s
rooftop be “clean”, they asked.

As it turned out, the recharge system
successfully prevented the well from drying
out the following summer while other water
sources dried up. “People were amazed to
see that this well continued to have abun-
dant water throughout the summer,” Srivas
recounted. Eventually, his upper caste
neighbours were compelled to set aside
their caste prejudices and draw water from
the well. “Today, the very people who'd ear-
lier criticised me are clamouring for similar
recharging systems to be put up on their

‘roofs as well,” he said. “We’ve now built two

more recharge pits independently, and as
the pradhan, I plan to construct such pits
near all water sources in the village in the
year ahead.”

And so the drought proved to be a social
leveler in Mahuee. What years of education,
social messaging and reservations could-
n’t accomplish, water scarcity did in one
summer. The caste taboo, once broken, has
somewhat reduced in importance now.
“Now everyone drinks water from the well
recharged by the rainwater from my
rooftop,” Srivas told me. “I'd not believed

this would happen in my lifetime.”
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