STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Telangana State gov-
ernment continued to mount
pressure on the Krishna
River Management Beard
(KRMB) to stop neighbour-
ing Andhra Pradesh from il-
legally drawing water from
the Krishna rivet.

In the latest missive to the
Board, Engineer-in-Chief
(General), Irrigation and
CAD department, C Mu-
ralidhar urged the KRMB to
restrain AP from diverting
water from the foreshore of
Srisailam reservoir through
three unauthorised projects
to feed KC Canal till a
proper account and alloca-
tion was established for
them, He also urged the
Board Chairman to commu-
nicate the issue to the Secre-
tary, Minister for Jal Shakthi,

Muralidhar pointed out
that KC Canal was originally
conceived as a navigation
canal from Tungabhadra
River at Sunkesula anicut in
the 19th century and later
the irrigation component
was added. In 1860, the gov-
ernment of Hyderabad State
gave conditional permission
to Madras State for con-
struction of Sunkesula ani-
cut to feed KC Canal stipu-
lating that there should not
be any objection from them
when Hyderabad State
draws water for its use.

The June 1944 Agreement
contemplates utilisation of
Tungabhadra waters
equally for RDS canal on left
side for Hyderabad State
and KC canal on right side
for Madras State after mak-
ing an extra allowance to
RDS equivalent to addi-
tional draw-off by Madras
pre-Moghul channels over
pre-Moghul channels of Hy-
derabad. In view of the
above, KC Canal was enti-
tled only for an allocation of
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Stop AP from drawing water
illegally, TS to KRMB

‘Andhra Pradesh diverting water from Srisailam reservoir through three unauthorised projects’
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Additional Unautharised
Sources to KG Canal:

FROM GRAVITY FLOW: (11,150 Cusecs) ;
1.ESCAPE CHANNEL from
Pothyreddupadu HR anc SRMC
{Carying Capaoty 11,150 Cusecs)
EROM LIFT SCHEMES FROM 4798 ft level
(1,670 Cusecs]
2HNSS US at MALYALA to KC Canal
(Carying Capacity 670 Cusacs)
3 MUCHUMARRI LIS to KC Canal
(Carrying Capacily 1.000 Cusocs)

2
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WAR SHOWING ADDITIONAL UNAUTHORISED
SOURCES TO KC CANAL DRAIALS FROM
SRISAILAM RESERVOIR BY ANDHRA PRADESH

The diversion of water from the foreshores of Srisailam reservoir will also adversely affect drinking water supply to Hyderabad.

10 TMC whereas the RDS
was taken up for 171 TMC
considering the excess uti-
lization under pre-Moghul
channels on Madras side, In
the Inter-State Conference
of 1951, KC Canal’s existing
utilisation was submitted as
10 TMC and that of RDS
under construction with
utilisation as 17 TMC,
Murlidhar explained.

However, the erstwhile
AP, setting aside the issue of
validity of the June, 1944
agreement, filed a joint
statement with Karnataka
before the Krishna Water
Dispute Tribunal-1 (KWDT-
1} and secured protection of
39.90 TMC for this project.

This was one of the many
attempts at deliberately ne-
glecting Telanganaregionin
united AP, As such, Telan-
gana was challenging the
same before KWDT-I
under Section 89 proceed-
ings requesting that AP be
restrained from using not
more than 10 TMC for KC
Canal. The KWDT-II is seri-
ously considering this as-
pect by framing an issue no.
8 and 10, Muralidhar said.

In 1981, the AP govern-

ment reallocated eight TMC
to SRBC out of 39,90 TMC
of KC Canal on ground that
it was saving water follow-
ing the canal’'s modernisa-
tion, But, the data submitted
before the KWDT-I
showed an average utiliza-
tion of 54 TMC from KC
Canal against the earmarked
31.90 TMC while RDS canal
of Telangana could not use
even five TMC of water
against its protected quan-
tity of 1590 TMC due to
sheer neglect of AP,

In spite of these factors,
erstwhile AP modernised
the KC Canal system and
constructed a barrage at
Sunkesula in place of the an-
icut, he pointed out.

Subsequently, Muchu-
marri Lift Irrigation Scheme
came into operation in 2017
and was drawing water from
+798 ft i.e much below the
Minimum Draw Down
Level (MDDL) of Srisailam
reservoir to feed KC Canal.
In fact, KC canal has to re-
alise its allocated quantity of
water from Tungabhadra
River including regulated
releases of 10 TMC from
Tungabhadra dam. Though

AP was utilizing much more
water than its earmarked
share, it arranged additional
sources of water illegally to
this project by constructing
a escape channel from Ba-
nakacherla cross regulator,
and lifting water from
Malyala pumping station of
Handri Niva Sujala Sravan-
thi (HNSS) project and from
Muchumarri Lift Trrigation
Scheme,

With these illegal modifi-
cations, AP was utilizing
much more water for this
project and thus completely
diverting it outside the Kr-
ishna basin, As AP was using
more water than its ear-
marked share of 31.90 TMC,
there was no case for taking
up these additional sources
for KC canal.

The KWDT-Timposed re-
strictions on utilisation of
water in Tungabhadra sub-
basin and held that Tungab-
hadra River should con-
tribute substantial flows to
the main stream river Kr-
ishna. Contrary to the spirit
of KWDT-I, the AP while
drawing excess water from
Tungabhadra has made ad-
ditional arrangements to

draw water from Srisailam
reservoir,

This action of AP is in
complete violation of provi-
sions of KWDT-I, The oper-
ation of above three unau-
thorised  projects, in
addition to existing excess
utilization under KC canal
from Tungabhadra stem, has
already affected the water
availability to several proj-
ects on mainstream of river
Krishna to in basin projects
of Telangana depending on
Srisailam such as Nagarju-
nasagar and Hyderabad
water supply. As AP is en-
visaging to divert water
from the bottom of Srisailam
reservoir +798 ft it will also
adversely affect drinking
water supply to Hyderabad
city also.

Therefore, the three addi-
tional sources namely, KC
Canal lift irrigation scheme
at Muchumarri, link canal
connecting HNSS Lift Irri-
gation Scheme at Malyala
with KC Canal, Escape
Channel from Banakacherla
Cross Regulator for feeding
the KC canal ayacut, are il-
legal and cannot be permit-
ted, he said.
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Managing menace
of floods in India

National Flood Commission recommendations have failed to achieve much success
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Recent floods have adversely affected
many States. The three-fold rise in rain-
fall across India, caused devastating
floods, especially in Maharashtra. In
May, severe cyclonic storm Tauktae af-
fected Maharashtra, and now the State
is dealing with twin disastets, ie, floods
and the Covid pandemic.

According to the Humanitarian Aid
International (HAI) repott, 209 people
died due to floods and landslides, and
434,185 people were evacuated to safer
places in eight districts in Maharashtra,
In addition, damage to private and pub-
lic properties stood at over Rs 4,000
crore, and 3,38,000 hectares of crop
area had been damaged in the western
Maharashtra and Konkan regions.
Floods also adversely impacted infra-
structure, including roads and bridges,
electricity infrastructure and drinking
water supply. The Government of India
declared a financial aid of Rs 700 crore
for Maharashtra.

Recurring Problem

Urgent flood control and mitigation are
essential for minimising the impact of
floods. According to the Central Water
Commission Report, Maharashtra has
lost around Rs 852 crore due to floods
between 1953 and 2017, Of this, the dam-
age to public infrastructure stood at Rs
331 crore, followed by crop damage at
Rs 305 crore and houses at Rs 305 crore,
During this period, 4,746 people were
killed, 15 million population were af-
fected, 2,25 million hectare crop areas
devastated and 1.26 million houses were
damaged.In addition, every year, on av-
erage, the loss to Maharashtra due to
floods is around Rs 15 crore, and the
State sees 88 deaths while crop loss isat
Rs 5.74 crore.

For other States, damage reported
stood at around Rs 742 crore and 64
deaths in 2021, according to the Emer-
gency Events Database (EM-DAT).
This year, India experienced two se-
vere cyclones, Tauktae and Yaas, that
killed 199 people, affected 37 million
and caused a financial loss of Rs 32,000
crore. (see infographics)

Frequent flooding not only adversely
affects the economy but also increases
the financial pressure of governance. A
2021 working papet from IRMA (Parida
et al) confitms that India lost around
046% of GDP annually due to floods.
The government spends around 0.23%
of GSDP annually on relief distribution,
evacuation and rehabilitation activities,
Based on the frequency of floods, India
is one of the most flood-affected nations
globally after China,

India’s geoclimatic conditions have
caused higher flood fatalities and dam-
age. Other factors such as irregular rain-
fall, higher urbanisation, complex pop-
ulation density, deforestation, illegal
constructions, environmental degrada-

Damage from Floods (from 1953 to 2017)
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Improving flood warning
in low lying areas,
construction of river
embankment, interlinking
of rivers and increasing
afforestation will help

tion and inadequate drainage facilities
have also contributed to increasing
flood damage. Flood is the costliest dis-
aster that accounts for 68% of the total
disaster damage and is the second most
lethal disaster after earthquakes.

Female Fatality

Moreover, female flood fatality is
higher than males (World Develop-
ment, 2021, Joyita Roy Chowdhury,
Parida and Agarwal Goel). Socially con-
structed responsibilities and cultural
beliefs restrict the participation of
women in social, political, and eco-
nomic decision-making, and women re-
main unaware of flood warnings and
mitigation measures. Restricted mobil-
ity of women to non-agricultural sec-
tors also increases their vulnerability to
flood fatalities.

Floods in India pose a serious threat
to the economy and the livelihood of
poor rural households. Frequent floods
increase poverty, rural inequality and
food shortage due to crop damage and
income loss for rural households. To
avoid the impact of flooding, the Cen-
tral and State governments have de-
vised long-term flood management
policies. A paper published in ‘Nature
2020 (Roy Chowdhury, Parida and
Sahoo) suggests that the construction
of river embankments and improved
tiver connectivity help in minimising
the impact of natural disasters, Addi-
tionally, improved flood warning and
flood forecasting and construction of a
multipurpose shelter inlow-lying areas
may help mitigate flood fatalities.

Long-Term Measures

Rapid  urbanisation, inadequate
drainage facilities and illegal construc-
tions create urban flooding. The Na-
tional Flood Commission’s recommen-

Rs 3,78,247 or

Total damage

dations have failed to achieve much
success in mitigating floods and the
data shows that flood damage and fatal-
ities have increased. To minimise the
flood impact, we suggest that both State
and Central government devise long-
term flood mitigation measures and in-
vest more in building flood-resilient in-
frastructure.

In addition, they should generate ex-
ante flood mitigation measures such as
improving flood warning and forecast-
ing systems in low lying areas, and take
up construction of river embankments,
expedite interlinking of rivers and in-
crease afforestation measures. These to
some extent should minimise the im-
pact and reduce the ex-post expendi-
ture required for activities such as evac-
uation, relief distributions and
rehabilitation, Investment in ex ante
measures would not only mitigate dam-
age but also help in raising the inequal-
ity-adjusted human development index
(IHDI) that is found to be associated
with reducing flood fatalities.

Another major issue is the incorrect
measurement of State-wise flood-prone
areas. More advanced and scientific
methods for measuring State and dis-
trict-wise flood-prone areas are re-
quired. The government should also un-
dertake district-wise Flood Inundation
Mapping for categories of districts
based on the severity of floods. Creating
a massive awareness campaign at the
community level for flood preparedness
measures is the need of the hour.

The State governments should con-
duct regular meetings before monsoon
to evaluate disaster preparedness. A na-
tional disaster database will help poli-
cymakers and academics devise long-
term flood management policies, To
summatise, building climate-resilient
infrastructure and better flood mitiga-
tions measures should help avoid flood
situations in India, save lives and re-
duce damage.,

(Yushobanta Parida is Assistant Pro-
fessor, Economics, FLAME University,
Pune; Prarthna Agarwal Goel is Assis-

tant Professor, Economics, GGS In-
draprastha University, New Delhi, and
Tapaswini Nayak is Lecturer in Eco-
nomics at PN College (Autonomous).
Odisha. Views are personal)
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Why India’s floods are
more expensive now

By Abhishek Jha and Prayag Arora-Desai

Over the years, visual imagery around floods in India has undergone a
change. From submerged fields and marooned villages in states such
as Bihar and Assam, floods now bring pictures of floating cars and
floodwater in living rooms within cities.

With the climate crisis altering rainfall patterns, and a surge in
urbanisation without compensating for the loss of natural drainage
systems with man-made ones, floods are bound to cause more
monetary damage. All natural disasters, including floods, are terrible
and such shocks are always terrible on the poor. The prospect of
greater wealth destruction is bad news for the Indian economy.

Richer states and non-farm sector are
suffering more damage in floods now
A 2018 Central Water SHARE OF TYPES OF STATES IN TOTAL DAMAGE

Emﬂ;ﬁﬁnﬂ[i[gﬂ;ﬁﬂ 10-year rolling averagesin% Wl Low income B0 Middle income [l High icome:

caused by floods by state L
from 1953 to 2016. Sorting

these states by per capita a0
GSOP shows that the share of

the bottom one-third of 60
states in flood related

damages has reduced fromat 49
least 50% to just above

one-third between 1961-2000 0
and 2001-20%6. This means
that India's mare affluent
states are suffering a higher
damange in floods now.

Floads are alsa increasingly SHARE OF TYPES OF DAMAGES IN TOTAL DAMAGE

1862 MG

affecting the non-farm sector W Ccrop M House [0 Public utilities in %
in India. In 1961-2000, an s -
average of 58% of the W

damage caused by floods
annually was from the
damage to crops, while 27%
wias from damage to public
utilities, This pattern has singe
reversed, From 2001 to 2016, 40
crop loss accounted for an

average 29.7% of the damage, 20
while public utilities

accounted for 58.6%. Both the 0

climate crisis and the nature 1953 016
of urbanisation are to blame, Nete: States dasssfied on the basis of 201819 per capita GSOP; Source: CWE, CMIE

s MMl



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Hindustan Times- 13- August-2021

Intense rainfall is increasing in districts
with more affluence

Ajoint reaging of an HT analysis of ﬁ“nfall pattemnsanda  rainfall in comparison to the long period average (LPA).
Mint database of district-wise wealth shows that INdi2's 116 median share of the affluent in districts where heavy
richer districts are becoming mare vulnerable to floods and extreme rainfall - when a lot af rain happens in very
now. And that clearly means more economic damage. little time or over a very small area - has incraased the
Mint's wealth tracker uses the 2015-16 National Family most during the 2015 to 2020 period is 20.73%. This share
and Health Survey (NFHS) to rank districts on the basisof ~ becomes smaller as we move to districts where such
assets and amenities (pucca house, electridty connection,  rainfall has increased by lesser degrees. In the districts

phone, television, AC/cooler, refrigerator, washing where heavy and extreme rainfall has increased the least,
machine, and motorized vehicle) owned by or available to the median share of the affluent was 15.4%.
households, A househald is described as affluent if it It should be kept in mind that the increase in

owns at least six of the eight assets listed, HT has used heavy/extreme rainfall by districts is a relative

the India Meteorological Department's gridded rainfall ot b . ;
database to look at the increase in heavy and extreme E?;;-T_l;rglg? :; Itshteleggm;r;?;ﬂ:?gam“ PRSETAIOISH

INCREASE IN HEAVY AND EXTREME RAINFALL AND AFFLUENT POPULATION

Departure (heavy and extreme  Median share of affluent in such districts
rainfall) in 2015-2020 compared to LPA

Most increase (-=336% increase) [ R - 0.3+
More increase (18.5%-33.6% increase) _ 20.60%
Lessincrease (14%-18 5% incease) ([ T '¢.54
Least increase (<74% increase) [N i: 3o
Decrease in heavy & extreme rain _ﬂ.!ﬁ%

Warber Heznvy and extreme rainfall refers to rainfall of more than 155 mm in 2 grid in 24 hours, LPA is average of rainfall from 1961 to 2090

3 Concrete jungles without drains are
bound to get flooded

Almost every time Keralafaesserus floods. — COCHIN AIRPORT IN 2003 AND 2021

the Cochin airport has to suspend operations, as

the runway gets flooded. This should not be IN 2003 : o %
surprising. Where the airport is built, there used T =
to be paddy fiebds 3t one point of time, where
flooding was a boon rather than a bane.

This is symptomatic of a larger problem with
India's changing land-use pattern. The National
Statistical Office (N30) gives remote
sensing-based land-use statistics in India.
Built=up area increased from 118,998 sq km n
2011-12 to 121,848 sg km in 2015-16. Of the 3,600
s km added from other sources, 73% came
from agriculture, 5.7% from forest land, and
3.3% from grass or grazing land. Such increase in
concretised area means that rainwater does not
seep intn the ground. In the short term, this
means waterlogging, in the long term, it means
a fall in replenishment of ground water tables.
What makes the concretisation problem even
worse is the fact that most Indian cities have
built houses but not drains. A govemment
survey carmied out in 201011 in 104 municipal
corporations/Magar Nigams in [arge cities found
that in 56 of them, half the roads were covered
by storm water drainage.

When these problerns fester in big cities, it can

lead to huge losses. Mumbai's 2005 flooding - SOURCES OF LAND THAT WAS TURNED INTO
when the city received over 900mm of rainin a BUILT-UP AREA FROM 2011-12 TO 2015-16
dav;d caused an insumntse Inss Flilffiv'.\'l:llil million, o

accarding to a report by Swiss Re Institute, & . i J
study by the LS Trade and Development Agency TG S
(USTDW) and accounting firm KPMG, submitted
to the Maharashtra government in September
2019, pegged Mumbai's finandial losses as a
direct consequence of flooding to be

#14,000 crore between 2005 and 2015,

Experts fiear that the damage in Mumbal is anly
going 1o increzse due toa combination of factors, 589
inchuding heavy rains coinciding with high tide, 205 18

and clagging up of drainage channels with . 49
garbage. For example, residents reported . & : &
inprecedentsd uateringging n 200 akr the 85 \@r&%& o & q&f;; o
strip that runs from Girgaum Chowpatty to Worli W{S‘Q 8 ‘f,ﬁ

dueto the coastal road project that has burled @@9@"’ &

skm of the intertidal zone along the shore, &

preventing water from draining into the sea. Saurce: Envi Stats Indis 2000, KSO

wh
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l.ocal successes in
water management

ndore in Madhya Pradesh was declared the first
I“water plus” city in the country under the Swach-

h Survekshan 2021, according to an announ-
cement by the Centre. Surat in Gujarat has also
received the same tag. According to guidelines, a city
can be declared as “water plus” if it achieves three
parameters: First, it must ensure that dirty water
does not go into any river or drain; second, all public
toilets must be connected to sewer lines; and third,
30% of the city’s sewer water has to be recycled and
reused. Earlier this month, another city, Puri (Odis-
ha), became the first city to provide residents drink-
from-tap facility, which means they can use water
for cooking and drinking without filtration.

In India, accessibility to clean water and water
pollution are two big challenges. Less than 50% of
the population has access to safely managed drink-
ing water. Water pollution is a serious problem as
almost 70% of its surface water resources and a
growing percentage of its groundwater reserves are
contaminated by biological, toxic, organic, and
inorganic pollutants, says an IDFC report.

Clean water and sanitation, which Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been rightly focused on,
including through the Jal Jeevan Mission, has
enormous impact on both health, economy, gender
equality and education. While Indore, Surat and Puri
are outliers at the moment, they can provide a road
map and encouragement for others to follow suit.



DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 12

The Telangana state gov-
ernment has complained to
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) agai-
nst “unauthorised” pro-
jects being taken up by the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment to divert Srisailam
water out of Krishna basin.
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TS asks KRMB to stop AP projects

The Telangana State gov-
ernment urged KRMB to
restrain Andhra Pradesh
from diverting water from
the foreshore of the Srisa-
ilam reservoir through
three unauthorised pro-
jects to KC Canal.

State irrigation depart-
ment engineer-in-chief
(general), C Muralidhar,
dashed off a letter to the

KRMB chairman on Thurs-
day to this effect. He con-
tended that the KC Canal
lift irrigation scheme at
Muchumarri, the link
canal connecting HNSS LIS
at Malyala with KC Canal
and the escape channel
from Banakacherla cross
regulator for feeding the
KC Canal ayacut were ille-
gal.

Deccan Chronicle- 13- August-2021

AP’S EXCESS USAGE
HIT PROJECTS IN
KRISHNA BASIN: TS

FROM PAGE 1

“The operation of three
unauthorised projects, in
addition to the excess utili-
sation under KC Canal from
Tungabhadra stem, has seri-
ously affected the water
availability for several proj-
ects on the mainstream of
River Krishna to the basin
projects of TS that are
depending on Srisailam
such as the Nagarjunasagar,
the Hyderabad water supply
etc. As AP is envisaging to
divert water from the bot-
tom of Srisailam reservoir,
i.e., +798 feet, it will affect
the drinking water supply to
Hyderabad” he said.

He added AP is acting con-
trary to the spirit of
Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal-I (KWDT-I). While
drawing excess water from
Tungabhadra, it made addi-
tional arrangements to
draw water from the
Srisailam reservoir. This is
in complete violation of pro-
visions of KWDT-I, he said.

He pointed out that AP
secured protection of 39.90
tmc ft to KC Canal from the
KWDT-I. TS is challenging
the same before the KWDT-
II, requesting it to restrain
AP from using not more
than 10tmec for the canal.

Muralidhar brought to
the notice of KRMB that
Andhra Pradesh can draw
only 39 tmc water from
Srisailam. But, by taking
up unauthorised lift pro-
jects that have no alloca-
tion, AP is drawing excess
water.

M Page 4: AP’'s excess usage
hit basin projects, says TS
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OVER 1,200
VILLAGES IN UP
HIT BY FLOODS

Lucknow, Aug. 12: Over five
lakh people in 1,243 villages of
Uttar Pradesh have been
affected by floods, and relief
and rescue teams have been
deployed to assist the people,
officials said here on
Wednesday.

In the past 24 hours, an aver-
age of 13.1 mm rainfall was
recorded in the state which is
154 per cent more than nor-
mal.

“Eleven districts including
Prayagraj, Chitrakoot, Kaush-
ambi, Pratapgarh, Basti,
Gonda, Sultanpur, Shrawasti,
Lucknow, Raebareli and
Fatehpur received rainfall of
over 25 mm or more in the past
24 hours”, they said.

A report from the relief com-
missioner office said a “popu-
lation of 5,46,049 in 1,243 vil-
lages in 23 districts is affected
by floods”.

According to the reports of
the irrigation department,
River Ganga is flowing above
the danger mark in Budaun,
Prayagraj, Mirzapur,
Varanasi, Ghazipur and Ballia
while Yamuna river is above
the red mark in Auraiya,
Jalaun, Hamirpur, Banda and
Prayagraj.

Similarly, River Betwa is
above the danger mark in
Hamipur and Sharda river in
Pallia Kalan (Kheri) and
Quano river in Chandradeep
ghat (Gonda), it said.

Relief works have been initi-
ated and 20,768 rations Kkits
and 1,67,213 lunch packets
have been distributed among
the flood affected people.

The NDREF, SDRF and state
PAC have been deployed to
help the people and 59 rescue
teams pre-deployed in 43 dis-
tricts.
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Stop drawing Srisailam
water, says Telangana

Andhra is using more than allocation’

B. CHANDRASHEKHAR
HYDERABAD

In the midst of efforts to op-
erationalise the purview of
the two river boards set up
as per the provisions of the
Andhra Pradesh Reorgani-
sation Act, the Telangana
government has addressed
one more letter to the Krish-
na River Management Board
(KRMB) to restrain Andhra
Pradesh from drawing Sri-
sailam water for “unauthor-
ised” projects/systems.

The unauthorised with-
drawal of water to the Mu-
chumarri lift irrigation
scheme (for supplementing
the KC Canal in Kurnool dis-
trict), Malyala pumping sta-
tion (for the Handri-Neeva
lift irrigation scheme) and
Escape Channel (to feed KC
Canal outside Kurnool dis-
trict through Nippulavagu)
was nothing but illegal di-

version of Krishna water to
outside the basin (to the
Penna basin), the Telangana
government said in its letter
to KRMB.

Engineer-in-Chief (Gener-
al) of Irrigation C. Muralid-
har wrote to the Chairman
of KRMB, M.P. Singh, stating
that Andhra Pradesh’s un-
authorised withdrawal was
also denying Telangana its
allocated water under the
Rajolibanda Diversion
Scheme (RDS). Drawal of
water to the three systems —
Muchumarri, Malyala and
Escape Channel — was also
in violation of the KWDT-I
(Bachawat Tribunal) Award,
he pointed out.

“It is one of the many
components of deliberate
neglect of Telangana region
in the united Andhra Pra-
desh,” the Telangana ENC
said.
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Over 1,200 UP villages in hit
by floods, rescue efforts on

Lucknow, Aug. 12: Over
five lakh people in 1,243
villages of Uttar Pradesh
have been affected by
floods, and relief and res-
cue teams have been
deployed to assist the peo-
ple, officials said here on
Wednesday.

In the past 24 hours, an
average of 13.1 mm rain-
fall was recorded in the
state which is 154 per cent
more than normal

“Eleven districts includ-
ing Prayagraj, Chitrakoot,
Kaushambi, Pratapgarh,
Basti, Gonda, Sultanpur,
Shrawasti, Lucknow,
Raebareli and Fatehpur
received rainfall of over
25 mm or more in the past
24 hours”, they said.

A report from the relief
commissioner office said a
“population of 5,46,049 in
1,243 villages in 23 districts
is affected by floods™.

Flood-affected people use a makeshift bamboo bridge
to get to their houses in the flooded Salori area of
Prayagraj on Thursday.

According to the reports of
the irrigation department,
the Ganga river is flowing
above the danger mark in

Budaun, Prayagraj,
Mirzapur, Varanasi,
Ghazipur and Ballia while

Yamuna river is above the
red mark in Auraiya,
Jalaun, Hamirpur, Banda
and Prayagraj.

Similarly, River Betwa is

—PTI

above the danger mark in
Hamipur and Sharda
river in Pallia Kalan
(Kheri) and Quano river
in Chandradeep ghat
(Gonda), it said.

Relief works have been
initiated and 20,768 rations
kits and 167213 lunch pack-
ets have been distributed
among the flood affected
people. e PTT



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Statesman- 13- August-2021

Karnataka-TamilNaduwarover Mekedatutointensify

Karnataka doesnotneedapproval of Centre, otherstatesto launch project

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU,12 AUGUST

hebitter fight between

Karnataka and Tamil

Nadu over the for-

mer’s plans to build the
Mekedatu balancing reser-
voir in Kanakapura taluk of
Ramanagar district in the
Cauvery basin, is set tointen-
sify.

This follows chief minister
Basavaraj Bommai's reitera-
tion today that notwithstanding
the Centre’s views on the issue,
Karnataka did not need any
approval from Tamil Nadu or
other riparian states con-
cerned for building the Rs, 9000
crore Mekedatu dam .

He said this was mainly
because the project was aimed
atmeeting the drinking water
requirements of the IT capi-
tal and not for any irrigation
purposes. “No such permis-
sion is needed from other
states for a drinking water
project,” he asserted, quot-
ing, anearlier Supreme Court
verdict concerning Andhra
Pradesh.

“I have already brought
this to the notice of Union Jal
Shakti minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat after his state-
ment in the Lok Sabham,” he
said.

Lastweek, the central min-
ister had said that Karnataka
could implement the Meke-
datu project only after getting
the consent of other ripari-
an states.

Shekhawat was obvious-
ly referring to the bitter
exchanges between the two
states over the controversial
project, with Tamil Nadu

opposingit vehemently even
approaching the Supreme
Court.

In this context, the chief
minister said he would be
meeting the central minister
soon with his team of irriga-
tion experts with all relevant
documents, particularly after
the latter summoned him
for discussions. He also
added that Karnataka's
detailed project report was
with the Central Water Com-
mission.

This apart, Karnataka has
also been quick torefer to the
2018 verdict of the apex court
on the Cauvery dispute, as
per which it reduced Tamil
Nadu’s share by 14.75 tmc.
In other words, the verdict
changed the allocation which
the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal had earlier made
for the warring states by pro-
viding Karnataka extra 14.75
tmc of Cauvery waters. At that
time,the CWDT had allocat-
ed 419 tmc for Tamil Nadu,
while Karnataka got 279 tmc,
with Kerala and Puducherry
accounting for 30 and seven
tmc, respectively.

After getting the extra allo-
cation of 14.75 tme, includ-
ing 4.75 tmc for drinking
water needs of Bengaluru,
from the apex court, Kar-
nataka became quite opti-
mistic .

Notsurprising, therefore,
to hear the state's politicians
andirrigation experts speak-
ing in unison about Kar-
nataka’s right to implement
the project and safeguard
the interests of its people
because drinking water “is the
main component of the pro-

posed dam.”

Earlier, in July this year, for-
mer chiefminister, BS Yediyu-
rappa, had even requested M
K Stalin, his Tamil Nadu coun-
terpart, to allow Karnataka to
implement the project as it
would benefit both the states.

Especially, as the Mekedatu

project would store surplus
Cauvery waters which could
be shared by the two states
in times of distress, argue
its politicians and irrigation
experts.

Stalin, however, did not
budge, remaining firm
in opposing the proposed dam.
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Suez water project won’t
be scrapped: Nehru

R KIRUBAKARAN @ Coimbatore

THE DMK, which till recently vehemently opposed handing
over water supply project to a private player, has made a U-
turn on the issue with Minister KN Nehru clarifying that
the project would not be scrapped.

In 2018, the AIADMK government chose French firm Suez
to distribute drinking water on 24X7 basis to every house-
hold in Coimabatore Corporation limits. The scope of the
400mn Euro (2972 cr approx) project includes optimisation,
rehabilitation, and operation of water distribution to ensure
continuous drinking water to the city for a period of 25
years. The project would be partly funded by the Union gov-
ernment through AMRUT, JNNURM and Smart Cities
projects. Suez will draw water from Pilloor and Siruvani
dams. A sum of ¥ 646 crore was allocated for the first phase
in 2019 and work to lay pipeline is in progress.

DMK, which was the main Opposition party at that time,
opposed the project. The party’s Singanallur MLA N Karthik
led several protests against the project along with allies over
the last three years.
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Over 5 lakh hit by floods in UP;
no rains in Punjab,

Haryana

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Over five
lakh people in 1,243 villages
of Uttar Pradesh have been
affected by floods, officials
said on Wednesday after the
state recorded an average of
13.1 mm rainfall in a 24-hour
period which is 154 per cent
more than normal.

The conditions were, how-
ever, hot and humid in neigh-
bouring Punjab and Haryana,
while in Uttarakhand, two peo-
ple have died in rain-related
incidents amid incessant
downpour in various parts of
the state.

A skewed rainfall distribu-
tion has caused concerns in
Rajasthan, a state where some
parts have received excessive
rainfall while others saw below-
average showers.

A weather department
official said the monsoon has
entered a "break phase” and
rainfall will remain subdued
in northwest India at least till
August 16.

In Uttar Pradesh, 11 dis-
tricts Prayagraj, Chitrakoot,
Kaushambi, Pratapgarh, Basti,
Gonda, Sultanpur, Shrawasti,
Lucknow, Raebareli and Fateh-
pur received 25 mm or more
rainfall in a span of 24 hours.

A report from the Relief
Commissioner's office said
a "population of 5,46,049 in
1,243 villages in 23 districts is
affected by floods".

According to reports by
the Irrigation department,
the river Ganga is flowing
above the danger mark in
Budaun, Prayagraj, Mirzapur,
Varanasi, Ghazipur and Bal-
lia, while the Yamuna river is
flowing above the red mark
in Auraiya, Jalaun, Hamirpur,
Banda and Prayagraj. Similarly,
river Betwa is above the danger
mark in Hamipur, Sharda river
in Pallia Kalan (Kheri) and the
Quano river in Chandradeep
ghat (Gonda), it said.

In Uttarakhand, a woman
died and five people were
injured when a house col-
lapsed in Almora district on

Wednesday amid incessant
rainfall, while a man drowned
in the swollen Shakti canal in
Dehradun.

Continuous rainfall has
triggered landslides at a num-
ber of places, blocking traffic
movement, officials said. Three
highways and around 100
motor roads in various parts
of the state are blocked by land-
slide debris, the state disaster
management centre here said.

In Punjab and Haryana, hot
and humid weather conditions
prevailed at most places, with
common capital Chandigarh
recording a maximum temper-
ature of 35.6 degrees Celsius.

According to the Chandi-
garh weather office, Ambala in
Haryana recorded a maximum
temperature of 35.7 degrees
Celsius, while Hisar registered
a high of 37 degrees Celsius.

In Punjab, Amritsar
recorded a maximum of 36
degrees Celsius, Ludhiana 35.2
degrees Celsius, Patiala 36.1
degrees Celsius and Bathinda
35.5 degrees Celsius.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Pioneer- 13- August-2021

1,200 plus villages
hit by floods in UP

PNS m LUCKNOW

mid continnous downpour,

the Uttar Pradesh
Government has expedited its
relief and rescue operations on
a war footing to prevent any loss
of life and damage to property
in the flood-affected areas of the
State.

The Government has been
making elaborate arrangements
to provide relief to people affect-
ed by the floods. The work of
shifting people in the flood
affected areas to other places as
well as providing dry ration is
being done at a rapid pace. As
many as 951 flood shelters com-
plying with Covid protocol have
been set up for the people
trapped in the flood atfected
areas of the State. In the flood
relief camps, facilities like drink-
ing water, toilets, clothes, uten-
sils and beddings among others

are being provided.

On the instruction of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, as
many as 70,050 lunch packets
and over 9,506 dry ration pack-
ets have been distributed by the
government to the flood affect-
ed people in the last 24 hours.

Due to heavy rain, as many
as 1,243 villages of over 23 dis-
tricts of the State have been
affected by the floods. At the
same time, the water levels of
rivers Ganga, Yamuna, Betwa,
Sharda, Kuwano and Chambal
have risen above the danger
level. Teams of NDRE SDRF
along with PAC have been
deployed for relief and rescue

work in these districts. The
command of the relief and res-
cue operations has been given to
PAC in 39 districts, while SDRF
has been deployed in 11 districts
and NDRF in nine districts.

The state government has
deployed as many as 1,992 boats
for rescue operations in the
flood affected areas while 1,228
flood posts have been set up in
the state. As many as 564 med-
ical teams have been constitut-
ed in the flood-hit areas and they
are providing immediate med-
ical treatment to the people
trapped in the floods.

The Jal Shakti Minister has
been directed to review the
flood situation and relief and res-
cue work with the officials of the
local administration. An aerial
survey of the flood-hit areas
around the Chambal and
Yamuna districts is being con-
ducted.
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Karnatakadoes not need approval of Centre, otherstatestolaunch project

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, 12 AUGUST

hebitter fisht between

Karnataka and Tamil

MNadu over the for-

mers plansto build the
Mekedatu balancing reser-
voir in Kanakapura taluk of
Ramanagar district in the
Cauvery basin, is set to inten-
sify

This follows chief minister
Basavaraj Bommai's reitera-
tiontoday that notwithstanding
the Centre’s viewsontheissue,
Karnataka did notneed any
approval from Tamil Nadu or
other riparian states con-
cemed forbuilding the Rs, 9000
crore Mekedatu dam .

He said this was mainly
becausethe project was aimed
at meeting the drinking water
requirements of the IT capi-
tal and not for any irrigation
purposes. “No such permis-
sion is needed from other
states for a drinking water
project,” he asserted, quot-
ing, anearlier Supreme Court
verdict concerning Andhra
Pradesh.

“l have already brought
this tothe notice of Union Jal
Shaktiminister GajendraSingh
Shekhawat after his state-
ment inthe Lok Sabham,” he
said.

Lastweek, thecentralmin-
ister had said that Karnataka
could implement the Meke-
datu project onlyafter getting
the consent of other ripari-
an states.

Shekhawat was obvious-
Iy referring to the bitter
exchanges between the two
states over the controversial
project, with Tamil Nadu

opposing itvehemently even
approaching the Supreme
Court.

In this context, the chief
minister said he would be
meeting the central minister
soon with histeam of irriga-
tion experts with all relevant
documents, particularly after
the latter summoned him
for discussions. He also
added that Karnataka's
detailed project report was
with the Central Water Com-
mission.

Thisapart, Karnataka has
alsobeen quick to refer tothe
2018 verdict ofthe apexcourt
on the Cauvery dispute, as
per which it reduced Tamil
Nadu's share by 14.75 tmc.
In other words, the verdict
changed the allocation which
the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal had earlier made
forthe warring states by pro-
viding Karnataka extra 14.75
tmeof Cauvery waters. Atthat
time,the CWDT had allocat-
ed 419 tmc for Tamil Nadu,
while Karnataka got 279 tmc,
with Kerala and Puducherry
accounting for 30 and seven
tmec, respectively.

After gettingthe extra allo-
cation of 14.75 tme, includ-
ing 4.75 tme for drinking
water needs of Bengaluru,
from the apex court, Kar-
nataka became quite opti-
mistic .

Not surprising, therefore,
to hearthe state’s politicians
and irrigation experts speak-
ing in unison about Kar-
nataka’s right to implement
the project and safeguard
the interests of its people
becausedrinking water“is the
main component ofthe pro-

posed dam.”

Earlier, in Julythis year, for-
mer chief minister, BS Yediyu-
rappa, had evenrequested M

project would store surplus
Cauvery waters which could
be shared by the two states
in times of distress, argue

K Stalin, his Tamil Nadu coun-
terpart, toallow Karnataka to
implement the project as it
would benefitboth the states.

Especially, asthe Mekedatu

its politicians and irrigation
experts.

Stalin, however, did not
budge, remaining firm
in opposing the proposed dam.

»] SOUTH DELHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (STORE)
Central Store, Khyala, Opposite Blind School, B Block

Raghublr Nagar, New Delhi-110027

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
NIT Mo, EE (Store-DEMS)YWZ/2021-22/2 Datad ; 12.08 2021
South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) invites Open Tenders (NIT
MNo. EE. (Store-DEMSVYWZ/2021-222 Dated : 12.08.2021) (due on
27.08.2021) under Two Bid System an tem Rate Basis on its e-tendering
portal from eligible applicants/registered Municipal Contractors whao fulfill
the qualification criteria of NIT lor the work of
“Supply of 300 Nos. Tri-Cycle Rickshaw Plastic Container Body
(Single Bin) as per specification in SDMC at DEMS (Store) Khyala™
having Estimated Cost : Rs. 80.53 Lacs, Time of Completion :
3 Months, Tender Cost ; Rs. 1,000/- & HAJg : G-110-1182,
The Eligibility Conditions and other detailsfender documents may
be downloaded from SDMC websile www.med.nic.in and
https:/ietenders.gov.in/eprocure/app till 26.08.2021 upto 14:00 hrs.
A.0. No. 39/0PI/South/2021-22  Executive Engineer (Store-DEMS)

NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER NOTICE

The Depuly Chied Engineer ‘Const! Northern Radway Shivay Bridge. New Delhi. for
and on behall of the Prasident of Indin inviles opan a-lender under Single-Packet
System for the following wark.
1 | Name of work
and location:

“Construction of Retaining WalllBoundary wall E
Prowviding and fixing MS Fencing, Exiension of Minor |
Bridge. Earth Work, supplying & spreading DTE
blanketing in formation, Road work. Linking of new BG |
raibway Track, Dismantiing and linking of Points & xings |
Supplyng and ptiog of G5mm machine crushed stne |
baliast and oiher allsed work. Electrfication work 25 KV,
50 HZ. single phase. AC, OHE and Elecirification |
Gamrmmmmnmdmﬂslnmnmdi
4th Line belween Chaplyana Burung (NR) - Dadri )
Railway station at Chipyara Buzung Yard of Northam
Rabway.

12 (Twaslve) manths |

2 | Compietion period
| of the worik;

3| Approx, Costefwork: | CIVIL = G10.09lakhs |
| Electrical TRD = 21257 Lakhs
ElectricalGeneral = 1005 Lakh
Trbml - AR 01 1 kb
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