File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 13- August-2022

State objects to
AP’s lift schemes

Urges Krishna River Board to stop GNSS, HNSS projects

Seeks data for
formulating rule curves

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana on Friday urged
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) to stop
works on the Galeru Nagari
Sujala Sravanthi (GNSS)
and Handri Neeva Sujala
Sravanthi  (HNSS) lift
schemes on Krishna River
in Andhra Pradesh without
due approvals from it or
apex council as per the
Andhra Pradesh Reorgani-
zation Act (APRA)-2014.

It requested the State En-
vironmental Impact Assess-
ment Authority (SEIAA)
and the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forest (MoEF) to
keep in abeyance the envi-
ronment clearance (EC)
granted to GNSS-HNSS lift
schemes. A request was also
made to the Ministry of
Water Resources (MoER)
explaining the unauthorised
expansion of the existing
projects.

In a letter to the KRMB,
Telangana Irrigation and
Command Area Develop-
ment department, Engineer-
in-Chief (General), C Mu-
ralidhar said the AP
government issued adminis-
trative approval of Rs 5,036
crore in August 2020 for
constructing a scheme to lift
water from GNSS to HNSS.

This was already brought
to the notice of the KRMB.
In the EC granted by SEIAA,
it was mentioned that the
scheme to lift water from
GNSS to HNSS was an inde-
pendent project, which is in-
correct as this scheme is
being proposed to draw
water from GNSS main

HYDERABAD: Telangana
Irrigation and Command
Area Development De-
partment, Engineer-in-
Chief (General), C Mu-
ralidhar requested the
KRMB to furnish data re-
quested for the formula-
tion of rule curves of Sri-
sailam and Nagarjuna
Sagar Project reservoirs
at the earliest.

In a letter to the board
chairman, Muralidhar
said it appears that KRMB
misconstrued the request
of Telangana calling for
certain documents and
data of the Srisailam proj-

canal and discharge to many
medium irrigation tanks,
feeding HNSS main canal
and Punganur branch canal
of HNSS project. It implies
that the AP government was
changing the scope of GNSS
and HNSS projects and
therefore, KRMB has to re-
quest SEIAA and MoEF to
keep in abeyance the modi-
fication given to EC’s of
GNSS and HNSS as the EC
granted for the lift scheme
was not within the purview
of the State Level Authority,
he said.

Apart from the above
scheme, the AP government
has applied for EC for a new
balancing reservoir near
Avulapally village which is
also a part of GNSS-HNSS

ect as non-cooperation.
The correspondence be-
tween the then State gov-
ernment and CWC, docu-
ments of approvals by
the CWC and Planning
Commission etc related
to the Srisailam project
were not available with
Telangana which is a di-
rect stakeholder of the
project.

For finalising rule lev-
els, the information
sought was very much
essential as it would have
adirect effect on the
functioning of the Sri-
sailam project.

lift to irrigate an ayacut of
command area of 9,700
hectares with a storage ca-
pacity of 2.5 TMC in the first
phase with an ultimate stor-
age capacity of 3.5 TMC.
This scheme was proposed
to draw 1553 TMC. The
same was brought to the no-
tice of the KRMB.

Earlier, Telangana re-
quested KRMB several
times to restrain AP from
proceeding with such illegal
expansions of the projects
by diverting Krishna water
to outside basins. Telangana
has been contesting these
outside basin projects -
HNSS and GNSS before the
Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal-II  (KWDT-II),
Muralidhar said.
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Seepage from new MP dam
forces evacuation of I8 villages

Bhopal/Dhar: Residents of 12 villages in
Dhar district and six villages in Khargone
district of Madhya Pradesh were shifted to
safer places on Friday after authorities
found that soil has started slipping from an
under-construction dam on the Karam riv-
er,asenior official said here.

It wasa precautionary measure, said ad-
ditional chief secretary (ACS)home Rajesh
Rajora. An alert had been sounded for
downstream villages a day before when wa-
ter seepage was reported from the dam.

Thedam’sreservoirfilled up with water
for the first time this monsoon as rain bat-
tered the region. The 590-metre-long and 52-
meter-high dam, amedium-level irrigation
project, has 15 million cubic metre (MCM)
water in its reservoir, ACS Rajora said.

“As a precaution, the authorities have
shifted people in 12 villages of Dhar district
and six villages of Khargone district to
safer places and relief camps,” he added. A
team of the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and State Disaster Emergen-
cy Response Force (SDERF)besides two hel-

The breach site of the dam in Dhar district of MP

icopters and an Army column have been
put on stand-by, Rajora said. Senior offi-
cials including divisional commissioner,
inspector general, district collector, super-
intendent of police, engineering-in-chief
and chief engineer of the water resources
department among others were campingat
the site, he said. MP water resources minis-
ter Tulsiram Silawat and industries minis-
ter Rajvardhan Singh Dattigaon werealsoat
the dam site to oversee repair work, officials
said. Earlier in the morning, Dhar collector
Pankaj Jain had said that efforts to control
the seepage were unsuccessful. pri
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Stop AP new LI scheme,
T urges Krishna board

@timesgroup.com

Hwvderabad: Telanganahas
urged the Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB) to restrain Andhra
Pradesh from going ahead
with a new lift irrigation
schemeaimedatlinkingthe
Galeru Nagari Sujala Sra-
vanthi (GNSS) and Handri
Neeva Sujala Sravanthi
(HNSS)projects. The KRMB
should stop AP from taking
up the new project as it had
not appraised the board or
the apex council about it,
Telangana irrigation engi-
neer-in-chief C Muralidhar
said.

Inaletter tochairmanof
KRMB MP Singh on Friday,
Muralidhar said the AP go-
vernment had given admi-
nistrative approval (in Au-
gust 2020) for the new lift ir-
rigation scheme to irrigate
22186 acres of ayacut in se-
ven mandals of Kadapa dis-
trict and provide drinking
water to villages en route at
anestimated cost of Rs5,036
crore,

The Andhra Pradesh
State-Level Environmental
Impact Assessment Autho-
ritv (SEIAA)has given envi-
ronmental clearance to the
project in May this year, ter-

» AP govt given approval
for new lift irrigation
scheme in Aug 2020

WATER SHARING WOES

» Provide potable water to
villages at an estimated cost
of 25,036 Cr

» Project to irrigate 22,186
acres of ayacut in seven
mandals of Kadapa dist

ming it as a new medium ir-
rigation project.

Stating that both GNSS
and HNSS are based on flo-
odwaters of Krishna river
drawn from Srisailam re-
servoir, Muralidhar said
the new lift irrigation pro-
ject targeted to link GNSS
and HNSS is planned to di-
vert more waterfromKrish-
na basin to Penna basin.

“The new projects are
notappraised by the KRMB,
There is no approval from
the apex council also. The
KRMB chairman should
address SEIAA to keep in
abeyance the environmen-
tal clearance granted to the
new lift irrigation project

» AP-SEIAA gives environ
clearance in May 2022 citing
it medium irrigation project

anmanad

and the attempt to unautho-
risedly expand the existing
projects,” hesaid.

Telangana engineer-in-
chief C Muralidhar urged
the KRMB to furnish data
requested for formulation
of rule curves of Srisailam
and Nagarjuna Sagar Pro-
ject (NSP) reservoirs at the
earliest.

“It appears that KRMB
misconstrued the request
of Telanganacallingforcer-
tain documents and data of
Srisailam project as non-co-
operation. The Telangana
government participated in
RMC meetings and expres-
sed its views,” Muralidhar
clarified.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 13- August-2022

Odisha rivers in spate, more showers likely in next 2 days

OUR CORRESPONDENT

BHUBANESWAR/SAMBAL-

PUR: Almost all rivers across

Ordisha are in spate owing to

torrential rain earlier this week,

but the state government on

Friday rejected possibility of
for now.

It has, however, put several
districts on alert in the wake
of an IMD forecast of another
spell of heavy showers in the
next two days due to the likely
formation of a new low-pres-
sure system over the Bay of
Bengal. The weather system
is set to form over north Bay

of Bengal during the next 24
hours under the influence of
a cyclonic circulation, which
lies over west Myanmar, the
Bhubaneswar Meteorological
Centre said, It is expected to

become more marked during
subsequent 24 hours and move
northwestwards, bringing rain
to Odisha and Bengal, accord-
ing to a bulletin, Crdishas Engi-
neer-in-Chief, Water Resources

department, BK Mishra, said
although all rivers are swell-
ing, there is no such immedi-
ate flood threat.

Except Jalaka River in Bala-
sore district, all rivers are flow-
ing below danger level, Mishra
said, explaining that water
inflow into Hirakud reservoir
has declined due to compar-
atively less rainfall in upper
catchment areas.

Water level at Jalaka river
was flowing at least 0,7m above
the danger level, officials said.

They also claimed that
water from Jalaka may enter
at least 12 gram panchayats of

Bhograi block if the current sit-
uation persists,

Stating that the adminis-
tration has been instructed to
keep a close watch on the vul-
nerable river embankments,
Mishra said the at least 20 of
the 98 sluice gates of Hirakud
reservoir have been opened.

At 3 pm, water stood at 616
feet in the reservoir, just 14 feet
less than the maximum level.

Announcements  were
being made on microphones
in areas adjoining the dam, ask-
ing people to keep evacuation
plans ready, District Collector
Ananya Das said,
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Yamuna water level crosses danger
mark; river may swell even further

PParas Singh
paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Yamuna river
was flowing above the danger
mark at 205.7 metres on Friday, a
day after large volumes of water
were released into the river at the
Hathnikund Barrage, 228km
upstream in Harvana's Yamunan-
agar, even as authorities started
evacuating people living in
low-Iving areas in the vicinity and
the river floodplain in fve districts,

A senior official deployed at the
flood control roem said that the
water level at the old Iron Bridge,
which is considered the bench-
mark for assessing the fload situa-
tion in the Capital, was at 205.7
metres at Spm on Friday, and it
was expected to rise further.

“On Thursday, 1-2 lakh cusecs
of water was released at regular
intervals from Hathnikund Bar-
rage. Now, around 25,000 cusecs
are being released every hour, We
are expecting the water level to
rise further,” the official said,

The water released from the
barrage takes 4872 hours to reach
Delhi, the official added.

The city considers 204.5 metre

205.7
Water level an
Friday at 8 pm

| Danger mark 2

*
204.5m
Warning mark

water level at the railway bridge as
the warning mark, while 205.33m
is considered as the danger level.
The river breached the danger
mark on Friday around 4pm, the
flood control room official said.
Lieutenant governor VK Saxena
on Friday issued an appeal, asking
people to not enter the Yamuna.
“Due to heavy rainfall in
Yamuna’s catchment area, the
water released from Hathnilund
is expected to reach Delhi on Fri-
day evening. The administration is
taking steps to improve security,”
Saxena tweeted.
Delhi recorded its worst flood-

SEPTEMBER, 2010

207.1Mm

Araas like Garhi Mandu,
Usmanpur Pusta, Sonia
Vihar, Jagatpur and Shastri
Nagar, Yamuna Bazar and
Kashmere Gate were
Inundated for days.
Mukherjee Nagar, Mirankari
Colony and Medel Town
also faced waterlogging

ing in the Yamuna on September
6, 1978 when the water level in the
river touched 207.49 metres.

A flood alert is declared in Delhi
when the discharge rate from the
Hathnikund Barrage crosses
100,000 cusecs.

The flood forecast sent to the
Central Flood Cantrol Room and
Northern Railways states that the
current indications show that the
water level will go up to 206
metres by 2pm on Saturday,

Authorities kave already initi-
ated protocols 1o save lives in the
five flood-prone districts of Delhi
— North-cast, East, North, Central

JUNE, 2013

207.32m

Several bow-lying areas
along Yamuna bank
including Kashmere Gate
and I5BT were flooded.
The monastery market
along the Ring Road was
Inundated

as well

and South-east.

A sub-divisional magistrate
associated with the flood control
programme said that the advisory
to evacuate people from the low-
lying areas has been issued and
people have beern asked to move to
termporary shelters,

The flood control department
on Thursday advised all sector offi-
cers tokeepavigil in their respec-
tive areas and deploy quick reac-
tion teams (QRTS)

In East Delhi, temporary shel-
ters have been formied at Akshard-
ham Pusta, Hathighat Pusta and
Ranney Well near DND Flyway.
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Is A.P. planning check
dams near T.N. border?

TN. officials make enquiries with their A.P. counterparts

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI
The Water Resources De-
partment has initiated an en-
quiry with the Andhra Pra-
desh authorities on the
reported move to construct
storage structures in rivers
that feed many waterbodies,
including Poondi reservoir
in Tiruvallur district, which
caters to the drinking water
needs of Chennai.
According to sources in
the Water Resources Depart-
ment, construction of stor-
age structures in the water-
ways in Andhra Pradesh
border would affect inflow
into the Poondi reservoir. It
was learnt that the Andhra
Pradesh government has
planned to build a check
dam or create a waterbody
in the Lava river, which is
one of the tributaries of Na-
gari river originating in And-
hra Pradesh. Similarly,
another storage structure is
being proposed across the
Nagari river in Andhra Pra-
desh limits, about 10 km
away from the Tamil Nadu
border.

City's lifeline: Poondi reservoir receives significant inflows

from the Nagari and Nandi rivers that flow through the Tamil
Nadu-Andhra Pradesh border. k. picHumani

The storage structure
across the Lava may be built
in Andhra Pradesh, about
2-3 km upstream of Pallipat-
tu in Tiruvallur district. The
Lava is the lifeline for agri-
culture and drinking water
needs of villages falling in
Pallipattu and Tiruttani ta-
luks along the Tamil Nadu-
Andhra Pradesh border. Be-
sides feeding several water-
bodies enroute, the surplus
water from the Lava and the
Nagari flows into the Poondi
reservoir.

The reservoir in Poondi is
a major storage point for
drinking water supply to
Chennai. It mainly gets its in-
flow from Nagari and Nandi
rivers during monsoon apart
from Krishna water released
from Andhra Pradesh in two
spells every year.

If the authorities in And-
hra Pradesh confirm the
move, the State government
would be apprised of the sit-
uation to decide on further
course of action, the officials
said.
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