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Researchers from Hyder-
abad-based National Geo-
physical Research Institute
of India (NGRI) might have
just located the lost
Saraswati river,

In an airborne electro-
magnetic study, NGRI re-
searchers have located a 45-
km-long buried ancient
river in the Ganga-Yamuna
Doab, usually described asa
tract of land between the
confluence of two rivers,

The study, titled ‘Air-
borne Electromagnetic Sig-
natures of Ancient River in
the Water-Stressed Ganga
Plain, Prayagraj, India: A Po-
tential Groundwater Repos-
itory’, was conceptualised
and led by NGRI Director
Dr Virendra M Tiwari and
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NGRI team stumbles upon
lost River Saraswati

Hyd-based institute locates a 45-km-long buried ancient river in Ganga-Yamuna Doab

THE LOCATION OF THIS MAJOR ANCIENT RIVER THAT
FALLS WITHIN THE REGION WHERE THE LOST RIVER OF

SARASWATI WAS FLOWING IN THE PAST, ADDS A NEW
PHYSICAL DIMENSION TO THE MYTHOLOGICAL RIVER

published in the form of a
research letter in American
Gecphysical Union (AGU)
on December 1.

“An airborne electromag-
netic study in the Ganga-Ya-
muna Doab, supplemented
with drilling and logging
data to address the ground-
water crisis, has unravelled
exhaustive aquifer informa-
tion with a discovery of 45-
km-longburied river, having
dimensions comparable to
these of Ganga and Ya-
muna,” the researchers said
in the paper.

The location of this an-
cient river that falls within

the region where the lost
river of Saraswati was flow-
ing in the past, adds a physi-
cal dimension to the mytho-
logical river, they said.

XCLUSIVE

The NGRI researchers
employed an airborne elec-
tromagnetic study, which
revealed the huge aquifer or
the buried paleo tiver, The
dimensions are comparable
to those of Ganga and Ya-
muna rivers neat Prayagraj.
The ancient river is charac-
terised by a porous and per-

meable structure and is hy-
drogeologically linked with
Ganga and Yamuna through
an underlying principal
aquifer, researchers said.

Towards Himalayas

The ancient river is likely to
be extending towards the
Himalayas, the study which
was originally taken up to
explore an effective water
management plan for sus-
tained water availability fol-
lowing the rapid depletion
and deterioration of ground-
water in the Ganga River
Basin, said.

The underlying aquifer
might also hold a great
promise for management of
current declining pround-
water resources in the
Ganga-Jamuna region, the
study by NGRI researchers
said, (SFE PAGE 2)
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Water level
in Idukki
declines

A CORRESPONDENT
IDUKKI

Water level continued to
decline in the Idukki reser-
voir and on Sunday it fell to
2,400.52 ft.

A dam safety official said
power generation re-
mained high. There had
been no rainfall in the
catchment area for the past
two days, he said. The wa-
ter level, however, reached
a record in December pro-
viding a healthy storage le-
vel. It was for the first time
since the commissioning of
the dam that the water le-
vel had moved above 2,400
ft in December, he said.

Water is at the blue alert
level now. The power gen-
eration at the Moolamat-
tom power house on Satur-
day was 14.828 mu.

At Mullaperiyar

The water level in the Mul-
laperiyar dam continued to
be close to the maximum
level of 142 ft on Sunday.
Tamil Nadu has been keep-
ing the level at the maxi-
mum for over a week. One
shutter of the dam was
kept open to 10 cm on Sun-
day releasing 144 cusecs of
water to the Periyar. The
average inflow to the dam
on Sunday was 1,359 cu-
secs while the tunnel dis-
charge was 1,867 cusecs.
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39,802-crore Saryu Canal
project inaugurated

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi
inaugurated the ¥9,802-crore Saryu
Canal National project in Uttar Pradesh's
Balrampur district on Saturday. The
project,which is the biggest in Uttar
Pradesh, will benefit 25-30 lakh farmers
in nine eastern UP districts, Jal Shakti
Minister Mahendra Singh said. It will
facilitate the irrigation of 14.04 lakh
hectares of land and at the same time
reduce the risk of floods in flood-prone
areas of the region due towater flowing
from Nepal, he said. Five rivers have been
connected under this project, including
Ghagra, Saryu, Rapti, Bangangaand
Rohin,while canals with alength of
6,600 km have been linked to the 318-
km-long main canal.
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