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The Tribune - 13- January-2024

Dry weather continues, water
levels in dams fall below normal

Vijay MOHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 12
Amid prevailing dry weather
condition in northern India,
the water level in key dams
in the region has slipped
below normal.

The current storage at

Thein Dam that lies on the

Ravi in Punjab is 0.58 billion
cubic meters (BCM) against
its full reservoir level of 2.34
(BCM). This is 38 per cent
below normal for this time of
the year, according to data
released by the Central Water
Commission on January 11.

At Bhakra Nangal Dam,
located on the Sutlej in
Himachal Pradesh, the cur-
rent storage is 3.27 BCM
against the full reservdir lev-
el of 6.23 BCM. This is below
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normal by 7 per cent.

On the other hand, the
water storage at Pong Dam
on the Beas in Himachal
Pradesh is above normal by
21 per cent for this time of the
year. The water availability is
3.62 BCM against the upper
limit of 6.16 BCM. °

All three dams have a
combined irrigation poten-
tial of 1,024 thousand
hectares and an installed
hydel power generation
capacity of 2,375 MW.

Rain is major source of water -

for Thein and Pong dams.

since January 1. Even in
December 2023, rain was defi-
clent by 8 per cent in
Himachal and 70 per cent. in
Punjab, according to the India
Meteorological Department.

" Meanwhile, the IMD on Fri-
day extended its forecast for
cold day and severe cold day
conditions over north-west
India for another three days.
On January 9, it had predicted

that the cold wave was expect-
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Work started to revive pond in
Vasant Kun], DDA informs NGT

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Development
Authority has informed National
Green Tribunal that it has initia-
ted the process to rejuvenate a
pond in Vasant Kunj. The authori-
ty will float a tender to hire an
agency for daily cleaning of the
pond, including in situ bioreme-
diation, for six months.

“The pond behind E-2 Pocket,
Vasant Kunj, has been cleaned by
DDA. However, as directed by
DPCC, fresh tender is to be taken
up for further cleaning of pond on
regular basis,” said DDA in a re-
portsubmitted to NGT.

Besides, DelhiJal Board will set
up asewage treatment plant totrap
sewage from the nearby areas.

Inapetition tothe greentribu-
nal in September 2022, the resi-
dent welfare associations in Va-

Fresh tender will be taken up for
further cleaning of the pond regularly

sant Kunj's E block had complai-
ned about dust upliftment in the
area. After NGT started hearing
the matter, it was discovered that
a pond was in bad shape.

“DDA is cleaning the malba or
garbage arounc the waterlogged
area or pond on a regular basis and
currently the DDA is in the process
of floating fresh tender for the purpo-

se of daily cleaning of pond area for
the contract period of six months. It
is also pertinent to note that this ten-
der isfor in situ bioremediation whe-
rein extensive cleaning will be made,
including the removal of floating
plants and other materials, from the
pond,” said the DDA report.

The tribunal was also informed
that a team comprising the officials
of DDA, DJB and DPCC convened
with the issue related to find a sui-
table solution for the disposal of
wastewater coming from the unaut-
horised colony of Mahipalpur and
Rangpurion open DDA land.

“DDA is in the process to identi-
fy and handover the land to DJB for
STPsothat water can bediverted to
the STP and after treatment it can
be used for development of green
areas in South Delhi. Most of the
land for construction of STP has
been identified,” added the report.
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