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TS moves NGT against AP

Files contempt petition against the neighbouring State for going ahead with RLIS

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

The Telangana State gov-
ernment, as part of its efforts
to check a stubborn Andhra
Pradesh from going ahead
with illegal projects, filed a
contempt petition in the
National Green Tribunal on
Monday against the neigh-
bouring State for continuing
with the construction
of Rayalseema Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme (RLIS) despite
the stay order issued by the
Tribunal.

The NGT stated that the
issue was under its consid-
eration and will be taken up
for hearing on July 23.

Anearlier petition filed by
Gavinolla Srinivas was
scheduled to come up for
hearing before the NGT on
Monday but was postponed
to July 23, Under the circum-
stances, Additional Advo-
cate General (AAG) Ra-
machandra Rao filed the
conterpt petition in the
NGT on Monday on behalf
of the Telangana govern-
ment, The Telangana gov-
ernment pointed out that the
officials of KRMB and the
Ministry of Environment
were directed by the NGT to
conduct a field visit to the
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Congress corporators from Jawaharnagar Municipal Corporation (mdunumllors}mm( hatkesar
Municipality joining TRS in presence of party working president KT' Rama Rao, on Monday.

RLIS constructicn site as
per the NGT directives.
Telangana contended that
the AP government did not
cooperate with the officials
concerned who were in-
structed to inspect the con-
struction site,

The AAG, given the situa-
tion, appealed to the NGT it-
self to take up a field visit of
the RLIS construction site.
He also urged the Tribunal
to conduct the hearing of the
contempt petition of the
Telangana  government
along with the petition filed
by Gavinolla Srinivas aga-

inst the AP government.
The Tribunal said it was
seized of the matter and will
conduct the hearing on July
23 as per schedule,
Meanwhile, TRS working
president reiterated that
TRS was the only party that
will fight for the people of
Telangana State without
compromising on any issue
including its rightful share
in Krishna River water. He
tore into the Opposition
parties — BJP and Congress,
for their double standards
on the issue. Addressing
Congress leaders who

joined TRS at Telangana
Bhavan here, the TRS work-
ing president said for both
Congress and BJP, Telan-
gana was one of the 28
States in the country and it
was not their priotity, “They
have no commitment to-
wards the development of
Telangana and its people.
But for TRS, Telangana is
the only priority. While the
Opposition parties sing one
tune in Telangana and an-
other in AP, TRS will always
fight for the interest of the
State without any compro-
mise,” he asserted,

Many keen to
join TRS: KTR

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

TRS working presi-
dent and MA&UD
Minister KT Rama
Rao said leaders from
different political par-
ties in the State are
keen on joining the
TRS as they too re-
alised that it is the
only party that would
fight for the benefit of
the State and its peo-
ple. After successfully
leading the statehood
movement, Chief
Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao is
now leading the State
on the path of devel-
opment. “The TRS
government will
stand by every poor
person in the State.
The government is
passing on the fruits
of development to the
common man despite
the Covid-19 crisis,"
he said. (REPORTPAGE 5)
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Kakatiya canal gets water from LMD

e

Water being released to the Kakatiya canal from the Lower Manair Dam, in Karimnagar on Monday.

STATE BUREAU
Karimnagar

Water from the Lower Manair
Dam was released into the
Kakatiya canal on Monday for
the Vaanakalam crops. As
many as 3,000 cusecs would be
released every day for 10 days,
and if necessary, the water re-
lease would be increased to
5,000 cusecs.

BC Welfare and Civil Sup-
plies Minister Gangula Ka-
malakar, along with Karimna-

gar Mayor Y Sunil Rao, re-
leased the water. Kamalakar
said the government had in-
stilled confidence among farm-
ers by supplying Godavari
water through the Kalesh-
waram project.

State’s lifeline

About nine lakh acres is under
cultivation under the Kakatiya
canal, spanning 33 mandals in
seven districts up to Suryapet,
the Minister said. Pointing out
that the Lower Manair Dam

(LMD} would hardly have five
tmc in June and July every year,
Kamalakar said it now has 21
tme water against its storage
capacity of 24 tme,

“This is possible only be-
cause of the Kaleshwaram proj-
ect, which was taken up by the
Chief Minister to turn parched
lands intolush green fields. Go-
davari water is lifted to the
Mid-Manair from where it is
sent to the LMD,” he said.

Earlier, local farmers used to
stage protests demanding that

water be supplied to other
areas only after catering to their
needs, the Minister said, adding
even he had participated in
such agitations,

The situation, however, has
changed now with the Kalesh-
waram project, the Minister
said, “Against the usual practice
of taking up cultivation in Au-
gust and September, farmers
are now starting sowing opera-
tions much early, pinning their
hopes on Chandrashekhar
Rao,” he said.



Rain, thunderstorm likely at

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

More showers, with tem-
peratures likely to be below
or around 30 degree Cel-
sius, could be in store for
the city this week, With a
few spells of rain in some
parts of the city, Hyderabad
experienced a breezy Mon-
day.

The temperatures too
have come down, with the
average maximum temper-
ature recorded by the India
Meteorological — Depart-
ment being 29.2 degree Cel-
sius, which is a fall of two
degrees from the normal
temperature at this time of
the season. The minimum
temperature recorded last
night was 233 degree Cel-
sius.

According to Telangana
State Development Plan-
ning Society, the maximum
temperature of 28.1 degree
Celsius was recorded at
Narayanguda, and the low-
est temperature of 22.8 de-
gree Celsius was recorded
at Macha Bollaram, Ameer-
pet received the maximum
rainfall of 15.8mm on Sun-
day.

Several localities, includ-
ing Malkajgiri, Alwal and
Secunderabad  received
moderate rainfall on Mon-
day. The average 24 hours
rainfall recorded by the
IMD in the city was 7mm.
The TSDPS forecast said
Hyderabad would witness
rain and thunderstorms at
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several places for the next
three days. The maximum
temperature in the city was
expected to be around 30 to
33 degree Celsius, while the
minimum  temperature
would range between 22
and 24 degree Celsius.
According to Dr K Na-
garatna, Director, IMD, Hy-
derabad, light to moderate
rains were expected in the
city on Tuesday as well.
“While there will be show-

B,

ers across the city, the
southern and western parts
of the city — areas includ-
ing Saroornagar, Zoo Park,
Chaderghat, Begum Bazaar,
Serilingampally,
Patancheru and Kukatpally
— might receive heavy
rainfall. Citizens living in
the low lying areas should
take precautions,” she said.

Several other districts,
including Adilabad, Waran-
gal Rural, Rajanna Sircilla,

A

Women shield themselves with an umbrella as they walk in the rain along a busy stretch, in city on Monday. — Photo: Surya Sridhar

Siddipet and Karimnagar
alsoreceived heavy rainfall.
Gudur, Mahabubabad re-
ceived the maximum rain-
fall of 81.3 mm in the State.
IMD has issued a two-
day warning for many dis-
tricts, according to which
heavy to very heavy rain,
accompanied with light-
ning was likely to occur at
isolated places in Nizam-
abad, Mahabubabad,
Vikarabad, Sangareddy,

several places
b Sl

— -

Warangal (Rural), Waran-
gal (Urban), Adilabad, Ka-
mareddy, Nirmal, Jagtial,
Rajanna Sirsilla, Karimna-
gar, Peddapalli, Mulugu,
Bhadradri  Kothagudem,
Khammam, Nalgonda,
Suryapet, Jangaon, Sid-
dipet, Yadadri Bhongir,
Medak, KB Asifabad,
Mancherial, Jayashankar
Bhupalpally, Rangareddy,
Hyderabad and Medchal-
Malkajgiri districts.
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TS cuts power
generation from
Srisailam plant

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, JULY 12

The Telangana state govern-
ment has reduced hydroelec-
tric power generation from
the Srisailam plant by oper-
ating only one 150MW unit
and producing 130 MW to 140
MW This is seen as a strate-
gic move to continue power
generation despite  stiff
resistance from Andhra
Pradesh and direction from
the Krishna River
Management Board (KREME)
to stop power generation.
The Srisailam power plant
has five 150 MW units, all of
which were put into opera-
tion to generate about 750
MW per day The water level
in the dam fell to 808.89 feet
(full reservoir level 885 ft),
and storage went down to
33.64 thousand million cubic
feet, or 15.59 per cent of the
gross capacity of 215.81 tme
ft. AP water resources
authorities maintain that as
the minimum drawdown
level of water is fixed at 805
ft for Telangana state. As the
water level is fast depleting,

the TS government reduced
power generation.

With no rainfall in the
Krishna catchment areas
located in Maharashtra and
Karnataka, there is no
inflow of water into the
Srisailam reservoir. Rainfall
received in  parts of
Telangana are helping the
state fill up its reservoirs. It
will release water down-
stream into Srisailam only
after its reservoirs are filled
to the capacity Rainfall in
Kurnool district is having no
major impact for inflow of
water into the reservoir at
present.

Srisailam right bank
power plant superintending
engineer M. Srinivas said,
“As water is depleting in the
Srisailam reservoir due to
withdrawal of water by
Telangana for power genera-
tion and with no inflow of
water, it is operating only
one unit out of five and gen-
erating nearly 130-140 mw of
power at present and this
exercise will continue just
for a few days until water
level dips to 805 ft at the dam
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Vehicles trapped in flood water due to heavy rain after a cloudburst at Mcleodganj near Dharamshala on Monday.

Cars, buildings swept away
as flash floods hit Himachal

Three NDRF teams rushed to flash flood-affected regions of Himachal

Dharamshala (HP), July
12: Flash flood triggered
by heavy rains swept away
buildings and cars at
tourist spots as bad weath-
eralso led to the closure of
the airport here.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
has rushed three teams to
conduet rescue-and-search
operations in the flash
flood-affected regions in
Kangra district of
Himachal Pradesh. The
teams were sent after
heavy rains hit many
parts of the district and
several people  were
reported stranded near
Boh and Tatwani villages,
an official spokesperson
said.

The district administra-
tion also  instructed
tourists to postpone their
vigit to Dharamsala in
view of the heavy rains.

A drain near Bhagsu
Nag in upper Dharamsala
adjoining  Mecleodganj
changed its course owing
to heavy rains, sweeping
away four cars and several
bikes, video clips showed.

A government school
building at Bhagsunag
was also damaged and
adjacent hotels there were
inundated, it showed.

“Due to inclement weath-
er and heavy rains, all
incoming flights to
Dharamshala airport at
Gaggal have been can-
celled,” said airport's traf-
fic in-charge Gaurav
Kumar:

Owing to flash flood at
Manjhi Khad area adjoin-
ing Dharamsala, two
buildings were swept away
while several others were
reported to be damaged,
the video clips.

The flash floods also

© THE DISTRICT adminis-
tration is making elabo-
rate arrangements for the
safety of the tourists stay-
ing in Dharamsala and its
surrounding areas.

damaged a bridge on the
Mandi-Pathankot highway
after which traffic was
stopped on both sides,
leading to a traffic jam.

In a tweet, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
“The situation in
Himachal Pradesh due to
heavy rains is being close-
Iy monitored. Authorities
are working with the State
Government. All possible
support is being extended.
1 pray for the safety of
those in affected areas.”

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah spoke to
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur

on Monday to take stock of
the situation arising due
to the floods in several dis-
tricts of the state and
assured him all possible
help from the Centre.

Thakur also expressed
concern over the losses
due to heavy rain and
directed the administra-
tions of various districts
to ensure speedy relief
and rescue operation in
the affected areas.

He also urged the local
people and tourists to
refrain from going near
the river banks to avoid
any untoward incident.

Deputy Commissioner
Dr Nipun Jindal said, “All
the tourists  visiting
Dharamsala have been
instructed to postpone
their tour so that they do
not face any kind of incon-
venience.”

He said the tourists who

have already arrived in
Dharamsala and its sur-
rounding places have also
been advised to stay where
they are as roads etc. have
also been damaged due to
heavy rains, which may
cause problems in their
movement.

The district administra-
tion is also making elabo-
rate arrangements for the
safety of the tourists stay-
ing in Dharamsala and its
surrounding areas, he
said. In case of any prob-
lem, they can contact the
toll free number 1077 of
the disaster control room,
he said.

“Instructions have also
been given to people to not
go to sensitive places
prone to landslides. Some
people have also been
shifted to safer places due
to flood conditions in some
areas of the district.”
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AP to move SC against
TS over water dispute

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, JULY 12

Andhra Pradesh would
file a petition in the
Supreme Court on the
“wviolation” of rules by
Telangana government
in drawing water “ille-
gally”  from River
Krishna “without fol-
lowing KRMB direc-
tions".

According to reliable
information, the AP
government has pre-
pared a petition on
Telangana irregulari-

ties vis-a-vis sharing of
Krishna water and vio-
lation of KEMB norms
and would file the peti-
tion at the apex court in
a day or two. The AP
government would
plead that the projects
on interstate rivers and
associated power plants
should be recognized as
national projects.
According to officials,
construction of new
irrigation projects with-
out any permission and
using excess water by
violating the water

sharing agreement has
turned into a big prob-
lem for AP Hence the
state government is
seeking a permanent
resolution in the
Supreme Court.

The government said
the Constitution of
India gave responsibili-
ty of resolving water
disputes to the Union
Government. Hence, all
projects on interstate
rivers and associated
power plants should be
in the control of the cen-
tral government.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 13- July-2021

Monsoon wreaks havoc: 71 dead in
lightning strikes in several states

In Himachal’s Dharamshala, flash floods sweep away cars, 2
buildings; IMD issues orange alert for Rajasthan, J&K

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Heavy rains
wreaked havoc, triggering
flash floods in parts of Him-
achal Pradesh and the Jammu
region disrupting normal life
on Monday even as the deaths
due to lightning strikes in
several states climbed to 71,
including 46 in Uttar Pradesh.
Southwest monsoon rains,
which reached most parts of
North India, however, eluded
Delhi and parts of Haryana.
The India Meteorologi-
cal Department has issued
an orange alert for Rajast-
han and Jammu and Kashmir,
and a yellow alert for Him-
achal Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and Uttar Pradesh for Tuesday
with a warning of heavy rains.
The IMD has four colour-
coded warnings based on
the intensity of an extreme
weather event and issues
them in the ascending order of
green, yellow, orange and red.
In Himachal Pradesh’s
Dharamshala, flash floods
triggered by heavy rains swept
away cars and two buildings,

pes

A view of Beas in spate

after heavy rain in Kullu district, on Monday
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videos of which were widely
shared on social media,

The flash floods also dam-
aged several buildings, includ-
ing one housing a government
school, as bad weather led to
the closure of the Kangra air-
port at Gaggal.

The district administration
instructed tourists to postpone
their visit to the hill town in
view of the heavy rains which
also disrupted traffic move-
ment on the Mandi-Pathankot
highway. In Jammu’s Kathua
region, 11 people, belong-

ing to a nomadic community,
were rescued after flash floods
following heavy rains which
disrupted normal life and
inundated several areas. Sev-
eral farm animals were, how-
ever, washed away.

Continved on P4
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Highlights
» The India Meteorological

Department has issued an
orange alert for Rajasthan
and Jammu and Kashmir,
and a yellow alert for
Himachal Pradesh, Uttara-
khand and Uttar Pradesh
for Tuesday with @ warning
of heavy rains

» The traffic movement
was disrupted on the
Pathankot-Jammu highway
due to heavy flooding
even as the heavy down-
pour led 1o a rise in water
levels in major rivers in
Jammu, including the Tawi.
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71 dead

The traffic movement was dis-
rupted on the Pathankot-Jammu high-
way due to heavy flooding even as
the heavy downpour led to a rise in
water levels in major rivers in Jammu,
including the Tawi.

Six people, including two minors,
were killed and 11 others injured in
separate incidents of lightning in parts
of Madhya Pradesh.

Forty-six people have died in sepa-
rate rain-related incidents, includ-
ing lightning strikes in parts of Uttar
Pradesh in the 24 hours ending 6 am
on Monday, an official said.

Twenty-three people were also
injured in incidents of lightning strike,
he said.

While 42 people were killed after
being struck by lightning, three
drowned and one succumbed to
snakebite, a senior official of the relief
commissioner’s office informed on
Monday.

At 14, Prayagraj reported the high-
est number of deaths due to lightning
strikes, followed by five each in Kan-
pur Dehat and Fatehpur, three each in
Firozabad and Kaushambi, two each
in Chitrakoot, Unnao, Hamirpur and
Sonbhadra, and one each in Kanpur,
Mirzapur, Hardoi and Banda, he said.

Three people drowned in Ghazi-
pur, Firozabad and Ballia while one
died due to snakebite in Fatehpur, he
added.

‘The number of people who died in
separate incidents of lightning strikes

on Sunday rose in Rajasthan to 23,
including 12 in Jaipur. Twenty-seven
people were also injured in those
incidents.

The Southwest monsoon rains
reached the desert district of Jaisalmer
and Ganganagar, its last outposts but
gave Delhi and parts of Haryana a
miss although the periphery of the
national Capital — Aligarh in Uttar
Pradesh and Karnal in Haryana —
received rains.

The national Capital woke up toa
humid morning with the minimum
temperature settling at 27 degrees Cel-
sius, while the maximum temperature
was 37.7 degrees Celsius. The relative
humidity was recorded at 55 per cent
at 5.30 pm,

It is expected to be a generally
cloudy day with chances of light rain
on Tuesday in Delhi.

IMD Director General Mrutyun-
jay Mohapatra said the Southwest
monsoon clouds are hovering over the
national Capital since Saturday, even
the wind pattern has changed and
easterlies have brought moist winds.

As rains continued to play truant
in Delhi, the IMD said the failure of
numerical models in predicting the
monsoon advance over the Capital
this time is “rare and uncommon’,

Rains also lashed several parts of
Punjab and neighbouring Haryana on
Monday, bringing relief to the people
from the sultry weather conditions
and ending the prolonged dry spell.

It also brought the mercury by a few
notches.

Amritsar in Punjab received a
heavy downpour during the day (56
mm), Ambala, Panchkula, Karnal and
Yamunanagar in Haryana were among
the places to receive showers.

Light to moderate rains also
occurred at few places over eastern
Uttar Pradesh and at isolated places
over western parts of the state. Rain-
fall was recorded in Kannauj, Alla-
habad, Jalaun, Siddharth Nagar,
Shravasti, Gorakhpur, Kanpur, Har-
doi, Farrukhabad, Agra, Maharaj-
ganj, Balrampur, Pratapgarh, Jaunpur,
Hamirpur and Shahjahanpur.

Several parts of Rajasthan received
also showers, with Kota receiving 2.7
mm rainfall. Other places to receive
rainfall were Sriganganagar (2.2 mm)
followed by 2.0 mm in Bhilwara and
0.2 mm in Barmer.

The IMD has issued an orange
alert for Rajasthan and Jammu and
Kashmir, and yellow alert for Him-
achal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh for Tuesday with warning of
heavy rains.

Red alert has been issued for
Konkan and Goa, and central Maha-
rashtra, while an orange alert warning
has been issued for Gujarat, parts of
Karnataka, Maharashtra and Assam.
It has also sounded a yellow alert for
Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, parts of West Ben-
gal and Kerala.

After revival of the Southwest
monsoon, several parts of the country
experienced heavy rains while some

witnessed thunderstorms and lighting.
37,154 Covid
1ew Ccases

States such as Haryana, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat and
Chhattisgarh showed a decline in
average daily vaccinations since the
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TN cries ‘conspiracy’ over water
flow; will not stop it, says K’taka

Stalin convenes an all party meeting which resolved no construction can be
taken up in Mekedatu without the prior consent of lower riparian states

MPOST BUREAU

CHENNAI/BENGALURU:

The row over the Mekedatu
dam escalated on Monday, with
Tamil Nadu alleging a "conspir-
acy' to hinder water from river
Cauvery while upper riparian
state Karnataka reaffirmed its
determination to go ahead with
the balancing reservoir project.

DMK-ruled Tamil Nadu
sought to put up a united front
on the issue, as Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin convened an all
party meeting which resolved
no construction can be taken up
in Mekedatu without the prior
consent of lower riparian states.

It decided to convey the
same, among others, to the
Centre.

Karnataka Home Minister
Basavaraj Bommai reffirmed
that the state will not stop the
Mekedatu drinking water proj-
ect across Cauvery river, with
the opposition Congress stating
it would stand with the govern-
ment if it performs the ground-
breaking ceremony.

Addressing the all-party
meeting, attended among oth-
ers by the AIADMK, Congress
and BJP, Stalin alleged the
Mekedatu dam initiative was
a 'conspiracy’ to hinder water
flow to Tamil Nadu.

Cauve!

- i
AR, ¥

ry water sharing issue has been o sore point for Karnataka and Tamil Nadu for decades REPRESENTATIONAL

The meeting condemned
attempts by Karnataka to build
the dam and urged the union
government to not accord sanc-
tion for the proposal.

Karnataka's claim that the
proposed dam was aimed at
meeting the drinking water
needs of Bengaluru city and
for electricity generation is "not
true and it is to deceive us,” he
said, adding Cauvery is a live-
lihood right for Tamil Nadu.

"Not only Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu also has full right on Cau-

very river,” he said.

The Mekedatu dam initia-
tive is a ‘conspiracy’ to block
flow of water to Tamil Nadu
from catchment areas below
Kabini, Krishnarajasagar, sub-
basins of rivers Shimsha, Arka-
vathi, Suvarnavathy and other
small rivers, Stalin alleged.

Since such areas do not have
reservoirs, water reached Tamil
Nadu without any hindrance
and the new dam proposal was
only to scuttle free flow, he said.

Hours after the all-party

meet in Tamil Nadu, Karna-
taka Home Minister Bommai
asserted his state would go
ahead with the project.

"We have already submitted
the Detailed Project Report to
the Central Water Commis-
sion. This project is related to
utilising the additional water
for drinking purpose.”

“Karnataka has every right
to commission this proj-
ect,” he said in a statement in
Bengaluru.

"There is no reason to stop

the Mekedatu drinking water
project. We will certainly imple-
ment it,” he added.

According to Bommai,
already an order related to
the Cauvery water sharing has
come, which has given guide-
lines on how and when the Cau-
very water should be released
for Tamil Nadu.

Congress’ Karnataka unit
president D K Shivakumar
extended his support to the
project, saying it comes under
his Kanakapura assembly
constituency,

"Let the government do the
‘Bhumi Puja’ for Mekedatu proj-
ect tomorrow itself, we stand
with the government,” he said
in a statement.

Meanwhile, responding
to Bommai's remarks, Tamil
Nadu Water Resources Min-
ister Durai Murugan said the
Supreme Court has made it
clear the quantum of water Kar-
nataka should release to Tamil
Nadu and from which points.

"By announcing to con-
struct a dam by blocking the
water flowing to Tamil Nadu...
amounts to ignoring the top
court order,” he said in a state-
ment in Chennai.

He hinted Tamil Nadu has
the right to legal recourse in
the matter.
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Yamuna water issue: Haryana
minister hits out at AAP govt

Kejriwal has done ‘PhD in speaking lies’, alleges Anil Vij

July 1z
Harvana home minister
Anil Vij on Monday dis-
missed as baseless the Delhi
government's charge that
his state was withholding
the national capital’s share
of 120 million gallons of
water a day and alleged that
chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal had “done PhD in
speaking lies.”

Delhi Jal Board (DJB) vice
chairman Raghav Chadha,
on Sunday, had said that the
water utility has moved the
Supreme Court, seeking
directions to Harvana to
release the national capital’s
legitimate share of water

He claimed that Harvana
has been withholding 120
million gallons of water a
dav (MGD) meant for Delhi
and that the raw water being
discharged into the Yamuna
River by the neighbouring
state is at an “all4ime low.™

Anil Vij

When asked about the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government's claims, Mr Vij
told reporters that “Kejriwal
(the Delhi chief minister)
has done PhD in speaking
lies.” “First. they (AAP zov-
ernment) presented false fig-
ures during the second wave
to procure oxvgen, much
above the requirement, and
now Kejriwal is doing the
same on the water issue to
hide his own failures. They
are levelling baseless allega-
tions.” he said.

Haryana is continuously

providing 1,049 cusecs of
water at Munak through its
canal system to Delhi, Mr
Vij said, and accused the
AAP dispensation of mak-
ing baseless allegations
against Harvana “by mis-
leading the people of Delhi
to cover up their own mis-
management.”

He admitted that there is a
water shortage due to
delaved monsoon, but
asserted that in spite of this,
Harvana is giving Delhi its
due share. “Even if there is
water shortage, Harvana is
taking the brumt, but giving
Delhi its full share,” Mr Vij
said.

The Harvana government
had said on Sunday that
there is less water in
Yamuna due to delav in
monsoon and the AAP dis-
pensation's mismanage-
ment has led to water short-
age in the national capital,



New Delhi, July 12: Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) vice-chair-
man Raghav Chadha on
Monday said the water lev-
els of the Yamuna river at
the Wazirabad barrage
have hit the lowest point in
86 wvears as Haryvana has
withheld Delhi's legitimate
share of water.

Chadha, who reviewed
the situation at the
Wazirabad pond, said
Harvana has not been
releasing at least 120 MGD
(million gallons per day)
water that belongs to Delhi
and this has led to a water
crisis in the national capi-

tal. “The water treatment
plants in Delhi are operat-
ing at a reduced capacity
because of a less discharge
of raw water from
Haryana. “With Haryana
withholding Delhi's share
of water, the Yamuna has
dried up..so much that it
can be usad as a cricket or
a hockev field. The water
levels at the Wazirabad
barrage have not been so
low since 1985," Chadha
said.

“Delhi is a landlocked
city and relies on its neigh-
bouring states for water
supply. Uttar Pradesh sup-
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Water levels in Yamuna at lowest point in 56 years: Chadha

NGT raps DJB for bad odour from
I(mdllsemgemmrlphm

plies to us a share of the
Ganga water, Harvana of
the Yamuna water, we get
some from Punjab through
{the) Bhakra Nangal (dam).
The biggest share of this is
supposed to be supplied by
Harvana,” he added.

Even if the water level in
the Yamuna goes down by a
foot, it canses havoc in the
capital, the Aam Aadmi
Pariy (AAP) leader said,
adding that it has gone
down by 7.5 feet as
Harvana has withheld
Delhi’s share of water and
the BJP-led Haryana gov-
ernment must return to

Delhi its rightful share of
120 MGD water.

“With folded hands, 1
plead with the Haryana
government, please give
the citizens of Delhi their
rightful share of water
The Supreme Court had
ordered vou to supply this
water on legal grounds.
You have to supply it on
humanitarian grounds as
well,” he added.

The DJE moved the
Supreme Court on Sunday
seekKing  directions to
Harvana to release the cap-
ital's legitimate share of
watern. — PIT

New Delhi, July 12: The

National Green Tribunal
on Monday rapped the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) for
shirking its responsibility
to control the “bad odouar™
emanating from a sewage
treatment plant (STP) In
Kondli here. A bench head-
ed by NGT chairperson
Justice Adarsh Kumar
Goel noted that though it
was earlier stated by DJB
that odour control systems

will be installed, no such
steps have been taken.

“We do not understand
why DJB is now shirking
its responsibility and tak-
ing a contra stand. This
stand is against public
interest and noncompli-
anceof order of this tribu-
nal,” the bench said and
directed the DJB to pay
cost of ¥3 lakh per month
from June 1, 2021 t1l] com-
pliance. - PTT
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Mekedatu row: TN cries ‘conspiracy’ over water flow

12 The row over thr.-
Mekedatu dam escalated
on Monday, with Tamil
Nadu alleging a “conspira-
cy” to hinder water from
river Cauvery while upper
riparian state Karnataka
reaffirmed its determina-
tion to go ahead with the
balancing reservoir
project.,

DMEK-ruled Tamil Nadu
sought to put up a united
front on the issue, as Chief
Minister MK Stalin con-
vened an all party meeting
which resolved no con-

struction can be taken up
in Mekedatu without the
prior consent of lower
riparian states.

It decided to convey the
same, among others, to the
Centre,

Karnataka home minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai ref-
firmed that the state will
not stop the Mekedatu
drinking water project
across Cauvery river, with
the opposition Congress
stating it would stand with
the government if it per-
forms the ground-break-
ing ceremony,

Addressing the all-party
meeting, attended among
others by the AIADME,
Congress and BJP, Stalin
alleged the Mekedatu dam
initlative was a “conspira-
cv” to hinder water low 10
Tamil Nadu.

The meeting condemned
attempts by Karnataka to
build the dam and urged
the Union government o
not accord sanction for the
proposal,

Karnataka's claim that
the proposed dam was
aimed at meeting the
drinking water needs of

Bengaluru city and for
electricity generation is
"not true and it is to
deceive us”, he said,
adding Cauvery is a liveli-
hood right for Tamil Nadu.

“Not only Karnataka,
Tamil Nadua also has full
right on Cauvery river”
he said.

The Mekedatun dam ini-
tiative is a “conspiracy” to
block flow of water to
Tamil Nadu from catch-
meni areas below Kabini,
Krishnarajasagar, sub-
basins of rivers Shimsha,
Arkavathi, Suvarnavathy

and other small rivers, Mr

Stalin alleged.
Hours after the all-party
meet in Tamil Nadun,

Karnataka home minister
Bommai asserted his state
would go ahead with the
project.

“We have already sub-
mitted the detailed project
report to the Central
Water Commission. This
praoject is related to utilis-
ing the additional water
for drinking purpose.”

“Karnataka has every
right to commission this
project,” he said. — PTI
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1dead, 6 fearedburiedin
Kangraafterheavyrains

Himachalmet deptissues orangealert for heavy rains, snowfall; flash flood hits Dharamshala

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 12JULY

ne womanwaskilled

while6 personswere

feared tohavebeen

buried under debris
ofalandslide in Boh valley of
Kangra district of Himachal
Pradesh after the district was
lashed by heavy rains among
other parts of the state since
Sunday night.

Thehighaltitude Rulehar
villagein Boh valley in Shah-
pursub-division of Kangra had
recorded 264 mmtill 5.30 pm
on Monday, according to the
state meteorological depart-
ment.

“The road connectivity to
Boh village had been affect-
eddueto landslides owing to
heavyrainsandalandslide had
damaged six houses in which
11 persons have beenreport-
ed missing.

The administration had
sentrescue teams whichhad
recovered the body ofawoman
and had rescued fourother per-
sons while a search and res-

he added.

totouristsand onehouse was
swept away in flash flood as
a nearby nullah got choked
with debris and changed its
course towards the road ina
locality in Bhagsunag.

The Kangra deputy com-
missioner said 82 persons
have been rescued from Tri-
und peak who were stranded
amid heavy rains and had
been evacuated to safeplaces.

One person along with
two cattle was reported to
have been washed away in
strong current in Samirpur
Chakban area of Kangra and
effortswere ontolocate him,

Threenational highwaysof
Pathankot-Mandi, Chandi-
garh-Manali, Shimla-Kinnaur
and many interior roads had
been blocked owing to land -

d . t‘ ’ slides that were triggered by
g ) e heawvy rains.

cue operationforothermiss-  McLeodganjin Dharamsha-
ingpersonswason,” apolice laonMondaymomingdueto department had issued an
flash flood that was triggered  orange alert for heavyrainsfor

Meanwhile, heavy dam- by heavy rains since Sunday the next two days while the
agetopropertywasreported  night.
Bhagsunag near Around 10carsbelonging  a fresh spell of snow.

The state meteorological

higherreaches may experience

Shahpurhadrecorded the
highest 264 mm rainfall, fol-
lowed by Dharamshala with
211 mm, Palampur 162 mm,
Kangra148 mm, Dalhousie 50
mum, Kufri 31 mm and Shim-
la 27 mm.

Union home minister Amit
Shahhas alsoexpressed con-
cern over the losses and said
hehad spoken with CM Jai Ram
Thakur aboutthe natural dis-
aster due to heavy rains.

“NDRFteamsarereaching
out for relief work and the
Union home ministry is reg-
ularly monitoring the situa-
tion. The Centre will provide
all possible helpto Himachal,”
he added.

HP CM Thakur has
expressed concern over the
losses due to heavyrainsand
directed the administrations
of various districts to ensure
speedy relief and rescue oper-
ation in the affected areas.

He also urged the local
people and tourists torefrain
from going near the river
banks toavoid any untoward
incident.
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