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CM orders third-party inspection
of Jal Jeevan Mission works

Directs probe into water
contamination deaths

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

r I Yhe Siddaramaiah ad-
ministrationon Monday
ordered a third-party

inspection of works under the

Union government's flagship

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) in

the wake of complaints aver

quality.

This was decided ata meet-
ing Siddaramaiah chaired to
review the drinking water sit-
uation and JIM.

It was Rural Development
& Panchayat Raj (RDFPR)
Minister Priyank Kharge who
pitched for a third-party in-
spection of LIM works, which
Siddaramaiah approved.

Priyank said several MLAs
have complained about poor
ualityof pipelines and lack of

sustainable water souree for
water supply.

Since 2019, Karnataka has
provided as many as 69.33
lakh tap water connections
against a target of covering
1.01 crore households (68%
coverage) at a total cost of Rs
10,380.78 erore.

This year, Rs 25,000 crore
has been earmarked for

the JJM.

Deficit rainfall
The chiefminister held avideo
conference with officials from
eightdistricts- Bidar, Kalabur-
i, Yadgir, Raichur, Koppal,
Ballari, Dakshina Kannada
and Udupi.

“Monsoon started in the
state on June 10. From June
1 to 11, the state received less

Since 2019, Karnataka has provided 69.33 lakh tap water

than the usual rainfall. There
is a shortage of 67%. The Me-
teorological Department has
predicted that rainfall will be
normal the coming days, But
due to lack of rain in the last
few days, the government has
taken notice of severe drink-
ing water problem in some
districts.” the CMO said.

connections against a target of 1.01 crore househaolds.

Siddaramaiah was told that
322 villages in 15 districts de-
pend on tankers for water sup-
ply,while private borewellsare
being rentad in 148 villages.

The chief minister directed
officials to deal with the issue
of drinking water carefully.
“Action should be taken to

i within 2
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ofthe problem,” he said.

“It is your responsibility to
provide clean drinking water
to all people. Grants will be
provided if required. Don't
shift the responsibility by giv-
ing excuses. It will be good if it
rains and the drinking water
problem is solved. Otherwise,
authorities should be alert,”
he said.

Inguiry ordered
Siddaramaiah said he has or-
dered aninquiryintothedeath
of two people in Koppal and
one in Raichur due to water
contamination.

Siddaramaiah said Zilla
Panchayat chief executive of-
ficerswill be suspended if such
incidents recur,

Chief Secretary Vandita
Sharma was asked to probe
cases of water contamination.

“Local investigation is un-
derway. A team from Benga-
luru should be sent, Action
against the erring officials
must be taken based on both
reports,” the chief minister
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Karnataka stares at
crisis as water level in

dams falls drastically

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

WITH the delay in the onset of
monsoon and poor pre-mon-
soon showers, water levels in
most of the dams and reser-
voirs in the state have fallen
drastically

This islikely to impact drink-
ing water supply in urban are-
as and sowing across the state
if the situation continues for
the 10 days, according to ex-
perts. Experts said the stagnant
water in dams and reservoirs
could get contaminated. With
this being the situation, CM
Siddaramaiah conducted a re-
view meeting on Monday Ac-
cording to sources in the Chief
Minister's Office, monsoon en-
tered Karnataka on June 10. As
per the rainfall data from June
1toJune 11, there is a deficit of
67%. The government is aware
of the drinking water shortage
in some districts.

As per Karnataka State Natu-
ral Disaster Management Cen-
tre (KSNDMC) data, 166 tmeft
of water is available in 13 res-
ervoirs as against their gross
capacity of 865 tmeft. The situ-
ation is grim in the Cauvery
basin. In 2022, Krishnaraja Sa-
gar, Harangi, Hemavathi and
Kabini dams had 64.51 tmeft of
water As on June 9, these dams
had only 33.73 tmcft. The situa-
tion in Krishna basin is even
worse. The dams in the basin
had 170 tmeft of water last vear
and this year, it has come down
to 78 tmeft. Ghataprabha, Tung-
abhadra, Malaprabha, Almatti,
MNarayvanapura and Bhadra res-
ervoirs are in the Krishna ba-
sin. The rivers in most parts of
the basin are drying up fast.

The experts said even Mal-
nad and Kodagu regions re-
corded deficit pre-monsoon
rainfall. Sources in the Reve-
nue Department, under which
KSNDMC functions, said as on
June 8, 2023, 13 major dams had
166 tmeft of water compared to
277 tmeft recorded during the
same period last year. This is
because during 2021, there was
good rainfall till December.
This helped in adequate stor-

‘Cyclone Biparjoy took
rain clouds to Gujarat’

Professor MB Rajegowda,
agrometeorologist and former
registrar of University of
Agricultural Sciences (UAS), said
cyclone Biparjoy dragged the rain
clouds to Gujarat. This has
affected Karnataka. The delay in
the onset of monsoon and
scattered rainfall might cause a
drinking water crisis.

age of water in dams and reser-
voirs of the state. After this,
state got 100% excess pre-mon-
soon showers in 2022, The state
recorded a deficit NE rainfall
in 2022, In 2023 too, it recorded
deficit pre-monsoon rainfall.

This vear, Malnad and coast-
al regions are facing a severe
shortage of water because of
poor pre-monsoon showers.
The west-flowing rivers in these
regions are almost dry now
“Cm Monday; the clouds looked
weak. This may not bring good
rains across the state. If the
situation continues for one
week or 10 more days, the state
will face a drinking water cri-
sis. It will also affect agricul-
ture,” said an official.

Prof MB Rajegowda, agrom-
eteorologist and former regis-
trar of University of Agricul-
tural Sciences (UAS), said
cvelone Biparjoy dragged the
rain clouds to Gujarat, This has
affected Karnataka. The delay
in the onset of monsoon and
scattered rainfall might cause
a drinking water crisis.
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