File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today 13-May-2021

|: Fresh Chapter :|

Restoring glory of iconic stepwells

Authorities shortlist several stepwells; works being taken up in phased manner

NABINDER BOMMALA
HYDERABAD

A fresh chapter in history
awaits the heritage step-
wells in the city and its
neighbourhood. These
water bodies, which are im-
portant for ground water
recharging apart from being
patt of the city’s precious
heritage, are being revived
and restored by the State
government with city-based
water warriors too chipping
in with their own efforts.
Two water bodies with
historical significance that
were recently restored by
the Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Development Authority
are the Bhagwandas Bagh
Bacli and Shiva Bagh Baoli,
both of them located near
Gudimalkapur. Works are
underway near the Saidan-
ima tomb near Tank Bund.
The Hyderabad Design
Forum (HDF) submitted a
list of 100 wells in the State
to MA&UD depariment.
The authorities have de-
cided to shortlist the wells
which will get a facelift and
take up works in a phased
manner while the water
watriors are contributing in
their own individual capac-
ities, One stepwell in Gachi-
bowli, two in Kokapet and
one in Bapu Ghat are the
ones that are getting a
facelift with the help of such
warriors. They have incor-
porated methods to
recharge ground water as
part of their setwell restora-
tion project. With the help
of basic infrastructure, they
are draining the rain water
into these wells, The rain-
water from roofs of build-
ings located near the wells is
also being diverted into
these water bodies.
Members of The Rainwa-
ter Project, the group restor-
ing the stepwells in Gachi-
bowli and Kokapet, said the
structures were being re-
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The Bhagwandas Bagh Baoli near Gudimalkapur was recently restored by the HMDA. The authorities are also planning to revive several

other stepwells, including one in Gachibowli, two in Kokapet and one in Bapu Ghat. — Photos: Surya Stidhar

stored to their original
grandeur, “We see so many
old heritage structures
being cemented, but while
restoring the Gachibowli
stepwell, even the lime in-
side the well was tested be-
fore taking up structural al-
terations. Ready mix with
similar lime concentration
was used while restoring,”
said Kalpana Ramesh,
founder of the forum.
“Chirec International, ap-
preciating our commitment,
decided to fund the project,”
she said. Water from the
roofs of a Madrasa, a
Mosque and other struc-
tures were diverted into the
Gachibowli stepwell. For
Kokapet stepwell, rain wat-
er from a Gaushala roof is
being diverted into it.

MUCH-NEEDED
EFFORTS
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Provide tap water

connections to
village households’

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
issued an advisory to states
and union territories to pro-
vide tap water connections on
priority to the remaining few
households in those villages
with over 90 per cent coverage
of such supply, the Jal Shakti
Ministry said on Wednesday.

There are more than 21,000
villages in the country where
remaining 10 per cent house-
holds are yet to be provided
with household tap water
supply.

It was emphasised that
these households can be eas-
ily covered by taking up ret-
rofitting/augmentation work
of the existing drinking water
supply systems and thus, may
be prioritised without any fur-
ther delay and ensure its 100
per cent coverage by the end
of this month. This issue will
also be reviewed regularly, the
ministry said.

“The National Jal Jeevan
Mission (NJJM), Department
of Drinking Water & Sanita-
tion (DDWS), Ministry of Jal
Shakti issued an advisory to
states/UTs to provide tap water
connections on priority to the
remaining few households in
those villages with more than
90 per cent coverage of house-
hold tap water connections,”
the ministry said.

States have been urged for

There are more than
21,000 villages in
the country where
remaining 10 per
cent households are
yet to be provided
with household tap
water supply

the provision of potable tap
water to ‘all households’ in a
village under the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) based on the
principle of equity and inclu-
siveness. Under the JJM, every
rural household is to be pro-
vided with tap water supply in
adequate quantity of prescribed
quality on regular and long-
term basis and ensuring that
‘no one is left out’ with a tar-
get of 2024.

In less than two years of the
mission and despite challenges
faced due to the COVID-19
pandemic, more than 4.17
crore households have been
given tap water connections,
the ministry said.

Sixty-one districts, 731
blocks, more than 89,000 vil-
lages have become ‘Har Ghar
Jal’i.e. 100 per cent households
in these areas are provided tap
water supply. AGENCIES
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