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KRMB seeks data
on TS, AP projects

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) has
again requested the State
governments of Telangana
and AP to furnish details of
Jurala, Srisailam, Nagarjuna
Sagar and Pulichintala proj-
ects for performing func-
tions as notified in the
Gazette issued in July to
take control of the projects.

In a letter to Engineer-in-
Chief (General) of Telan-
gana Irrigation and Com-
mand Area Development
and Engineer-in-Chief (Irri-
gation) of AP Water Re-
sources, the board member
secretary DM Raipure said
it sought information about
head versus discharge rela-
tionship for each water out-
let (spillway, penstock,
canal head regulator and
any other outlets}, number
of gates and sequence of
opening/operation of gates.

Information about
SPF/PMF flood hydrograph

for each project for one in
100 years, one in 50 years,
one in 25 years along with
the report of reservoir rout-
ing study done, if any, was
also sought. However, the
requisite data from the two
State governments was still
awaited. He requested to
furnish the 30 years data of
10 daily demand or extrac-
tion from  reservoirs
through each of the cutlets.

The board urged them to
provide data at the earliest,
The data in respect of Sri-
sailam and Nagarjuna Sagar
is required urgently, Mean-
while, the Ministry of Jal
Shakti said the fifth meeting
of the sub-committee was
proposed on November 17
at Jala Soudha in Errum
Manzil here. The agenda is
to discuss and finalise the
handing over notes on
pump house at Ganagaram
of ] Chokka Rao LI scheme
and cross regulator on
Kakatiya canal mnear
Geesukonda under Sri Ram
Sagar Project.



DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, NOV. 12

Finance and health minis-
ter T. Harish Rao on
Friday refuted charges
made by Union jal shakti
minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat that Telangana
government was respo-
nsible for the delay in
resolving their water shar-
ing disputes with Andhra
Pradesh. He demanded the
Centre to set up a new tri-
bunal to address Krishna
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Harish to Centre; Refer water row to Tribunal

water
any

dispute
further

river
without
delay.
Shekhawat on Thursday
held TS government
responsible for the seven-
year delay in resolving
water disputes stating that
the delay was due to
Telangana government fil-
ing a case in Supreme
Court on Krishna water
sharing issue in 2015. It
was cleared in October
after the TS government
withdrew the case.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Siddipet, Hari-
sh Rao said that the TS
government was forced to
move the Supreme Court
as there was no response
or initiative from the Ce-
ntre to resolve the dispute
despite repeated requests.

“We took up Krishna
water issue with the
Centre within 42 days of
the state's formation in
June 2014. We waited for 13
months for the Centre's
response before appro-

aching the apex court.
Where was the need for us
to move the Supreme
Court had the Centre
acted on our
requests promptly?” Rao
guipped.

Advising Shekhawat not
to take the comments
made by Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao on
Krishna water issue 'per-
sonally’ Rao said

“The Centre has been sit-
ting on this issue for seven
vears. They reacted only

in October 2020 in the apex
council meeting, when
they asked the TS govern-
ment to withdraw the case
from the Supreme Court
for early end to the fracas.
Believing in your words,
the Chief Minister with-
drew the case. Instead of
dilly-dallying, the Centre
should make a sincere
effort to resolve the
Krishna water dispute by
referring the water shar-
ing issue to a new tribu-
na—lli.'
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KERALA GOVT’S
DAM COVER-UP

HE Kerala government’s handling of the
latest Mullaperiyar imbroglio has laid
bare its weaknesses—clueless ministers,
lack of coordination between various de-
partments, and the propensity to hide facts
from the public. If the order to cut 15 trees down-
stream of the dam to facilitate the strengthen-
ing of the baby dam is at the heart of the fresh
controversy, what followed has only added tothe
government’s embarrassment. While the order
was first frozen and then cancelled and chief
wildlife warden Bennichan P Thomas, who is-
sued the order, was suspended, it's the way the
ministers squabbled—betraying their ignorance
and incompetence—and departments blamed
each other that stood out in the whole episode.

The fact is the order dated November 5 was
the culmination of months-long deliberations
among senior officials of Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala. Yet, the ministers concerned in Kerala
claimed they were not aware of the discussions.
While water resources minister Roshy Augus-
tine said no meeting took place, forest minister
A K Saseendran admitted he was in the dark
about the decision taken by a senior official.
Documents indicate otherwise. CM Pinarayi
Vijayan, who handles the interstate river waters
portfolio, has not uttered a word, though the
matter rocked the Assembly for three days in a
row. He left it to the ministers to handle the fall-
out, with disastrous consequences.

While allowing the controversy to snowball is
not in the interest of either state, the Kerala gov-
ernment must realise attempts to cover up and
leaving an important matter like this in the
hands of clueless ministers will only harm its
cause, Its stated position in the issue has been:
‘Water for TN and safety for Kerala'. Strengthen-
ing the baby dam is a proposal that was approved
in principle by the apex court. It is also a step
that addresses Kerala’s concern for safety. Man-
agement and upkeep of the dam are not just a
matter of political decisions any longer: They
are also part of the SC’s directions. Instead of
succumbing to emotional factors, the govern-
ment needs to logically analyse facts and take a
decision that will help the state’s cause. Kerala
wants a new dam and insists only that will sat-
isfy its concerns. It must fight for its cause le-
gally, not politically. But it must also convince
TN that its plans will not betray the neighbour-
ing state’s interests in any way.
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Jal Jeevan Mission: 12 Leh villages get tap water connection

Zia Haq
Zia.hag@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The town of Leh,
perched in the northern Himala-
yas at an elevation of 11,562 feet,
is unforgiving, despite being a
tourist haven with soaring
mountains, colourful monaster-
ies, and eternal poplars. Much of
the Ladakh region, where the
town is located, remains snow-
bound. Winds are freezing. Cell
phone connectivity is patchy.

But government engineers
and contractors have managed
to connect 12 of the region’s 60
villages with 24x7 piped water
connection in the cold desert
under the flagship Jal Jeevan
Mission, defying odds that have
often left Leh behind in terms of
modern infrastructure.

The Jal Jeevan Mission (JTM)
scheme aims to connect every

rural household in the country
with a functional tapped water
connection by 2024, Over 120
million households in India
lacked access to clean water near
their homes, the highest in the
world in absolute numbers,
according to a UN Water report
in2014.

India has 189 million rural
households, according to Census
data, and the race to reach piped
water to every household is on.
As on November 10, nearly 84.7
million households have been
provided with a functioning
tapped water supply source. This
is 44% of total rural households.

The expanding network of
piped drinking water is critical
for health. Poor quality water is
the main cause of diseases such
as diarrhoea, the third leading
cause of childhood mortality in
the country, according to

S—

Workmen prepare for a helicopter sortie to ferry equipment to a

remote village in Leh.

researchers Subitha Lakshmin-
arayanan and Ramakrishnan
Jayalakshmy, who work at Pud-
uchery's Jawaharlal Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Education
and Research and Indira Gandhi
Medical College, respectively.
Some regions such as Leh in

HTPHOTO

the Union territory of Ladakh,
stood out for their harsh terrain
and geographical hurdles in the
national programme to provided
piped water.

Besides, the region witnesses
heightened military watch
because of a simmering border

dispute with China. In one such
remote village called Dipling,
ferrying men and equipment to
locate a sustainable water source
and lay the pipeline network was
anarduous task as there was no
motorable road, people involved
in the project said.

“Air sorties were used to
move labour, engineers and
equipment to this village,” says
Bharat Lal, the additional secre-
tary in the ministry of Jal Shakd,
which oversees the programme.
Along with high density polyeth-
ylene pipes, high-tech gadgets to
locate water sources were also
transported through air.

Villages along the Line of
Actual Control along the India-
China border are being covered
on a priority, officials said. Of
Leh's 24,767 households, 5425
households now have tapped
water.
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Cheruthoni shutters
may be opened today

Idukki dam on orange alert as water level crosses 2,398.03 ft

A CORRESPONDENT

IDUKEKI

After a lull, the water level in
the Mullaperiyar and Idukki
dams is rising following hea-
vy rainfall from Thursday
night.

The district administra-
tion on Friday issued an
orange alert in the wake of
the water level in the [dukki
dam crossing 2,398.03 ft.

The water level in the
Mullaperiyar dam rose to
139.10 ft on Friday with in-
creased inflow and the tun-
nel discharge being reduced
to 467 cusecs. The inflow
was 3,967 cusecs at 3 p.m.

The water level in the
Idukki dam on Thursday de-
clined to the blue alert level
from orange alert, as per the
new rule curve fixed by the
Central Water Commission.
However, following good in-
flow, the level increased to
2,398.2 ft on Friday morn-
ing.

District Collector Sheeba
George said the water level
in the dam would be regulat-
ed by releasing water, if
needed. If rain continued at
the present level, the Che-
ruthoni dam shutters may

be opened on Saturday after
4 p.m. or on Sunday morn-
ing to release up to 100
cusecs.

As per the new rule curve,
the red alert level is 2,399.03
ft and the upper rule curve
2,400.03 ft. (The full reser-
voir level is 2,403 ft).

New rule curve

A dam safety official said the
new rule curve in the Idukki
dam was applicable from
Thursday onwards. The re-
lease of a small quantum of
water would not have much
impact downstream as ar-
rangements were already in
place as the dam shutters
had been raised last month.
However, opening of the
shutters of the Cheruthoni
dam would be considered if
water was released from the
Mullaperiyar dam and there
was heavy inflow into the
Idukki reservoir.

He said power generation
at the Moolamattom power
plant was at the maximum
and the discharge to the Ku-
lamavu dam was also high,
which reduced the chances
of opening the Cheruthoni
shutters.
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ITI'T Kanpur
develops green
monitor for Ganga

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT

Lucknow, 12 Novem ber

An Indo-US project has
spurred Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Kanpur to
develop a web-based system
to monitor the “health”™ of
the Ganga.

The project has been
jointly sponsored by the
Department of Science and
Technology, Governiment of
India, and Indo-US Science
and Technology Forum
(IUSSTF).

The low-cost, multi-para-
meter, water quality monitor
named Niracara
Svayamsasita Vedh Shala
(NSVS) consists an array of
sensors and auto sampler on
a stationary platform, which
is semi-submersible, all-
weather, robust and
perfectly stable.

The

“Aquatic The low-cost, multi-
Autonomous parameter, water
Observatory™ quality monitor named

would enable
in situ moni-

NSVS consists an array
of sensors and auto

impact of climate change,”
IIT Kanpur director Abhay
Karandikar said.

The new system has now

been installed at the
Laxman Ghat on the banks
of the Ganga in Bithoor, a
town in Kanpur.

With its large riverine
network, India battles fre-
quent floods, foam-filled
toxic water bodies, unex-
pected rise in water levels,
polluted rivers and so on,
impacted by global warming
and human activity. In this
context, the river monitor-
ing system is expected to aid
conservation efforts, the
institute said.

The NSVS system can
sense three parameters
namely, pH (a scale to meas-
ure acidity/alkalinity), con-
ductivity and dissolved oxy-
gen capacity of water. This
can be further
utilised to esrti-
mate total dis-
solved solid,
specific gravity
and presence

toring, real- sampleron astationary of metallic
time data platform, which is ions in water.
transmission semi-submersible, It also
and web-based all-weather, robust autonomously
visualisation and perfectly stable collects data

of Ganga, IIT
Kanpur said on Friday.

The project has been
implemented by a team of
earth scientists, and
mechanical, electrical, and
aerospace engineers from
IIT Kanpur led by principal
investigator Bishakh
Bhattacharva.

“Ganga is not just a river
but also a cultural heritage.
Therefore, it is our respon-
sibility to safeguard it. IIT
Kanpur has been doing rig-
orous research and
developing mechanisms to
study its ecosystem and the

every 15 min-
utes and reports it through
a wireless network to the
institute. For self-suste-
nance, the platform is
equipped with energy har-
vesting systems comprising
solar cells and a Vortex
Induced Vibration system
that can extract energy from
the flow of river.

“It has an open-platform
architecture, as such other
institutes may also integrate
their similar projects with
the IIT Kanpur module in a
collaborative mode,”
Karandikar added.
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