File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 13- September-2021

Water row: Emergency meeting today

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Chairpersons of the Kr-
ishna River Management
Board (KRMB) and Go-
davari River Management
Board (GRMB) will attend
an emergency meeting to be
convened by the Ministry of
Jal Shakti (Mo]S) on Mon-
day in New Delhi to discuss
pending water issues per-
taining to Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh in Krishna
River basin,

KRMB and GRMB Chair-
persons - MP Singh and ]

Chandrashekhar Tyer re-
spectively - will attend the
meeting, They will also dis-
cuss the modalities to be
adopted for implementing
the gazette notification is-
sued by the Central govern-
ment, giving complete con-
trol of scores of projects in
Telangana to KRMB and
GRMB,

The notification will
come into effect on October
14.The State government al-
ready shot off letters to the
KRMB highlighting the vio-
lations committed by AP
concerning the utilisation of

Krishna water, In a recent
letter to the KRMB, State re-
quested it to immediately
stop water diversion
through Pothireddypadu
Head Regulator since it vio-
lated Krishna Water Dis-
putes Tribunal-1 (KWDT-I}
Award,

It also urged the board to
take deterrent action against
the AP for diverting the
water, State also urged the
board toimplement the pro-
visions of KWDT-I without
any further delay from the
current water year and that
there was absolutely no

need to seek any opinion
from others.In response to
the letter written by Engi-
neer-in-Chief, Telangana Ir-
tigation and Command Area
Development C Muralidhar,
the KRMB asked the AP
government to furnish
views and submit Detailed
Project Reports of the pro-
posed irrigation schemes
and projects immediately to
it, The State also requested
the MoJS to verify whether
the unapproved Veligonda
project is eligible for fund-
ing under Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana.
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Inflows into
reservoirs dip

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabaxd

With rains receding in
the city and surround-
ings, inflows into the
twin reservoirs from up-
stream  areas  have
dropped. Following this,
the Hyderabad Metro-
politan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board closed
one gate of Himayat
Sagar and three gates of
Osman Sagar, Presently,
one gate at each reservoir
has been kept open.

On August 31, two
gates of Himayat Sagar
were opened while four
of Osman Sagar were
lifted on September 4,
The gates were lifted to
release floodwater into
Musi and to keep water

Two gates at
Himayat Sagar and
four at Osman
Sagar were lifted to
release floodwater
into the Musi

level under control. The
level at Himayat Sagar on
Saturday stood at1,762.15
feet against the FTL of
1,763.50 feet. The reser-
voir capacity is 2.97 TMC
and the level was 2.63
TMC. Meanwhile, at
Osman Sagar the levels
were 1,788.75 feet against
the FTL of 1,790.00 feet.
The reservoir capacity is
3.90 TMC and the water
level is 3.61 TMC,



NIEHIL M BABU
NEW-DELSL e

P he draft ‘NCR - Regional
= I‘ Plan-2041 prepared by the
A National - Capital Region
~Planning Board (NCRPB) has
_ fixed 2026 as the new deadline
to ensure ‘zero discharge of un-
treated sewage and industrial
discharge into the Yamuna'.

The story of cleaning up the
Yamuna has so far been that of
missed deadlines. The first Ya-
muna Action Plan (YAP), for
which a loan agreement was
signed in 1992, was for “i

im-
provement of water quality con-
servation in the river, and hy-
giene environment in the cities
in the river basin™.

After the first and second
plans, YAP-I is presently under
way, but the Yamuna is not even
fit for bathing in the Delhi
stretch, except for Palla - the
point where the river enters Del-
hi - according to city govern-
ment data.

On January 19, 2020, in the
tun up to the Assembly election,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
announced a 10-point guarantee
card and said: “The Yamuna will
be cleaned and made pollution-
free. We promise that after five
years, anyone will be able to take
adip in the Yamuna without fear
of diseases due to dirty water.”

But currently, levels of fecal
coliform {microbes from human
and animal excreta) is beyond
the desirable levels in all points
except for Palla. At some points,
the concentration is 760 times
the desirable level.

On March 9, during his budget
speech, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said: “The Yamu-
na can now be cleaned com-
pletely within the next three
years.”

Officials say the Yamuna can
be cleaned, but experts say it
cannot be done with “business
as usual” attitude. “We can clean
the Yamuna and 1 will say that
with a very big ‘but’. The way
things are right now, it is not go-
ing to happen, but it can be done
it the government really wants to
do it,” said Manaoj Misra, conven-
er of the Yamuna Jive Abhiyaan,
a civil society initiative for the
river’s rejuvenation.
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Cleaning the Yamuna
Astory

of missed
deadlines

Though only around 22 km of the 1400-km river
flows between Wazirabad and Okhla in Delhi,

the national capital accounts for 76% of the

pollution load on the river. Numerous projects
have been launched to clean the river but they

have so far vielded little to no results

The Yamuna originates in the
Yamunotri glacier in the Hima-
layas and travels through Hima-
chal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, Haryana, Rajasthan
and Delhi before its confluence
with the Ganga.

Though only 2% of the 1,400-
km river flows between Wazira-
bad and Okhla in Delhi, the city
accounts for 76% of the pollution
load on the river, as per one of
the reports of a menitoring com-
mittee formed by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT).

The Supreme Court and the
NGT have also pulled up various
authorities  responsible  for
cleaning the river for their laxity.

According to the experts and
the committee, two of the major
causes of pollution are less water
in the river in Delhi and 22
drains dumping sewage and in-
dustrial effluents into it.

To salve the first issue, the wa-
ter flow has to be increased. The
second one can be addressed by
treating the sewage and effluents

generated in the city.

Missed deadlines

In 1994, the Supreme Court took
cognisance of a newspaper arti-
cle “Quiet Flows Maily (dirty) Ya-
muna” and summoned the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) to explain the issue.

Later, various stakeholders,
including the Delhi government,
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB), the
Delhi municipal corporations,
and the Uttar Pradesh and Ha-
ryana governments became part
of the case.

In a judgment on January 13,
2015, on a case filed by Mr. Mis-

ra, the NGT formed the ‘Maily se
nirmal (from dirty to clean) Ya-
muna Revitalisation Plan, 2017°,
which was set to be completed
by March 31, 2017. But that did
not happen and the NGT, in July
2018, formed a monitoring panel
headed by two retired bureau-
crats to primarily implement the

From top: The Yamuna enters Delhi at Palla and is the least polluted

at this peint; a drain flows into the river; the Yamuna at Kalindi Kunj,
the white froth is caused due to industrial effluents discharged
through drains in Delhi. «rv, MOORTHY, SUSHIL KUMAR VEAMA

2015 judgment. The NGT dis-
solved the committee in January
2021 and directed Chief Secretar-
ies of various States monitor the
PrOgress.

Sewage problem
In Delhi, it is the duty of the DJB
to treat the city’s sewage.

Though the city generates 720
million gallons per day (MGD) of
sewage, the Sewage Treatment
Plants have a capacity of 597.26
MGD. Of the total capacity, 514.2
MGD is utilised (86%), leaving
about 123 MGD of untreated sew-
age into the river, according to
the DJB.

Multiple deadlines have been
missed by the DJB too, though
there is progress.

The DJB had told the NGT's
monitoring panel that it will in-
crease the utilisation of the exist-
ing STPs to 99% by June 2019,
but more than two years after
the deadline, it stands at 86%.

Similarly, the Interceptor Sew-
er Project (ISP), which has been
in the plans since 2006, has
been delayed multiple times.

“Entire flow (of sewage in
drains) shall be trapped and
treated by Mareh 2023 after con-
struction/rehabilitation of Coro-
nation Pillar, Rithala and Kondli
STP under YAP-IT,” reads a July
report of the Delhi government,
which states that the project is
“completed”.

Similarly, there are around
1,700 unauthorised colonies in
Delhi with a total population of
around 40 lakh. Currently, enly
561 of these colonies have sewer
lines; in the other localities, sew-
age is dumped directly into the
‘Yamuna via drains. In 595 colo-
nies, work is in progress on lay-
ing sewage pipes.

Mr. Misra, however, said un-

treated effluents from industries
are more toxic. “The govern-
ment counts only the industries
in the industrial area when they
say all of them have Effluent
Treatment Plants (ETPs), but
there are hundreds of illegal in-
dustries in residential areas and
all across Delhi, whose waste
ends up in the Yamuna,” he said.

More water

If there is more water in the riv-
er, it can dilute the pollutants.
To assess the minimum required
environmental flow of the Yamu-
na for the stretch between Hathi-
nikund in Haryana to Okhla in
Delhi, a study was assigned by
the National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) to the National
Institute of Hydrology (NIH),
Roorkee, in December 2018.

As per the final draft report of
the NIH, a flow of 23 cusecs is
needed in the lean season, but
increasing the flow is not that ea-
sy due to existing interstate wa-
ter treaties.

“Ministry of Jal Shakti has ob-
served that the water-sharing
agreement of 1994 between Utta-
rakhand, H.P., U.P., Haryana,
Rajasthan and Delhi is due for re-
vision in 2025 unless any of the
States so demand, implying that
no revision of water sharing will
be possible to achieve the envi-
ronmental flow in the Yamuna,”
the July report reads.

“Zero untreated discharge in-
to Yamuna is a tall order, consi-
dering that the DJB is notorious
for giving deadlines and then ex-
tending it. But it can be done.
For instance, to increase the
flow of water, all States have to
come together and think about
the river and not them, but it
needs political will,” Mr. Misra
said.
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Assam groups
plan protest
against dam

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

More than 20 organisa-
tions have announced a
joint movement against a
mega hydropower project
being built by the National
Hydroelectric Power Cor-
poration (NHPC) on the
Arunachal Pradesh-Assam
border.

Work on the 2000 MW
Subansiri Lower Hydroe-
lectric Project at Geruka-
mukh was started in 2006
but halted in 2011 following
protests amid fears of eco-
logical damage and loss of
livelihoods. Construction
had resumed more than a
year ago during the CO-
VID-19 lockdown.

“We have decided on a
string of protests, includ-
ing blockade of the project
site, against the NHPC from
September 20. So far, 22
organisations have ex-
pressed support,” Asom Ja-
tiyabadi Yuba Chhatra Par-
ishad (AJYCP) leader Palash
Changmai said.

The AJYCP on Saturday
organised a public meeting
where geological and hydr-
ological experts under-
lined the threat to areas
downstream of the NHPC
project. Leaders of the 22
organisations attended the
meeting.

According to the AJYCP,
work on the project was
resumed without consult-
ing 965 villages across four
districts downstream of
the project, as had been
agreed upon in 2014,
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Farmers are now predominantly
labourers, shows national survey

Farmer households earned more from wages than from cultivation in 2019 as latter stagnated

ABHISHEKWAGHMARE
Pune, 12 September

n average farming
household in India
earned 10,218 per

month in 2018-19, up from
6,426 a month in 2012-13.
This is a nominal income
growth rate of about 60 per
cent over six years.

However, after adjusting
for inflation using the rural
consumer price index,
farmers’ incomes have grown
only 21 per cent in real terms
in the period, according to a
Business Standard analysis.
India’s real gross domestic
product (the real size of the
economy) grew 52 per centin
the same period.

But more importantly,
growth in income has been
such that it has probably
made the average Indian
farmer more of a labourer.

He now earns more from
wages than from cultivation,
and this has happened for the
first time ever.

In 2012-13, an average
Indian farmer earned 3,081
per month from cultivation.
This has grown to just 33,798
in 2018-19. Income from
wages, on the other hand, has
doubled from 2,071 to 4,063
in six years.
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FARM WAGES DOUBLE
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Source: National Sample Survey Office

It must be noted that this
is net income, or the net earn-
ings after removing the pay-
out expenses done

on that activity.
This data repre-
sents the state of
farm households

An average
farm household
in India had
debts of T74,121

engaged in agriculture rose
from 66 million to nearly 80
million in the same period
(2013-19).

The findings for
the period July
2018-June 2019 were
presented in the

before the pan- EUFGESEN report  “Situation
demic came. compared to Assessment of
Havingsaid that, RYATITT] Agricultural
farming has taken grigFiyc] Households  and
the backseat in Land and Holdings

rural India ataggre-

gate level. While the number
of farming households
increased from 90 million to
93 million in six years, the
number of families not

of Households in
Rural India®, by the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation. The income
and expenditure of farmer
households captured in this

report by the National Sample
Survey Office is one of the
most credible pieces of
nationwide official govern-
ment data on farmers’
incomes in India.

The latest report also esti-
mates imputed expenses of
farm households, apart from
pay-out expenses, which the
previous reports of the series
had not done. Adjusting for
the imputed expenses, net
income from cultivation
further drops to 3,058 per
monthin 2018-19.

An average farm house-
hold in India had debts of
¥74,121 in 2018-19, compared

to ¥47,000 in 2012-13. Thus,
as income grew 60 per cent
over six years, average debt,
too, rose, by 57 per cent.

Indebtedness, or the share
of farming households
indebted, has remained
steady. While it was 51.9 per
cent in 2012-13, the propor-
tion marginally reduced to
50.2 per cent in 2018-19.

Apart from income and
debt, physical characteristics
of Indian farming have also
changed, and in some cases,
the long-term trend has con-
tinued. The disintegration of
land parcels has continued
unabated for two decades,
the report shows. But more
worryingly, landlessness has
increased.

Average land held by a
land-owning farmer house-
hold has shrunk from 0.806
hectare in 2003 to 0.558 hec-
tare in 2019. While the share
of landless families among
farming households had
declined from 10 per cent in
2003 to 74 per cent in 2013,
it has increased again over
the period from 2013 to 2019,
to 8.2 per cent.

The report defines a
household as an agricultural
household if it earns more
than ¥4,000 per year from
agricultural activities.
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Srisailam project displaced
still wait for rehabilitation

PNS B NAGARKURNOOL

Srisailam project displaced
ersons allege injustice to them
for the past 36 years and claim
that as promised by the then
state government, a job for
each f laced person's fami-
ly and reﬁabilitation package is
yet to reach them. In fact, the
then government issued GO
No.98 on the package to reha-
bilitate the displaced persons.
The multi-purpose project
has displaced people from 60
villages, imlucﬁ7 ing Yerragattu
Bollaram, Chinnam Bavi and
Molachintalapalli.

The people of these villages
used to cultivate lands inher-
ited by them from ancestors.

The multi-purpose project
has been executed successful-
ly and irrigating the ayacut
lands, but the anticipated reha-
bilitation package was never in
sight.

At the beginning, a token
comfmsauon was paid to the
displaced persons. Beyond
which, no comprchcnsive
package was given, the dis-
placed persons allege.

No official from the state

overnment visited their vil-
ages, they lamented.

Their hopes of getting justice
in the Telangana state have
dashed against the wall, they
said. On account of the lack-
adaisical attitude of the govern-
ment, red tapism and bureau-
cracy, lack of coordination
between various government
departments led to confusion
among the displaced persons.
Many displaced persons
expecting a government job for
each house and rehabilitation
package breathed their last.
Many of the displaced persons
are on the verge of death hop-
ing to receive the benefits one
day or the other.

The then government in
undivided AP rehabilitated 66
families at Yerragattu near
Molachintalapalli in the gov-
ernment land listed under sur-
vey number 399. The officials
weaned the farmers practising
Podu on the outskirts of the
village stating that the land
belonged to the forest depart-
ment.

In fact, over 69 villages ren-
dered displaced by the project.
In all, 26 villages were sub-
merged in Kollapur mandal, 25
in Alampur mandal, 8 in
Gadwal mandal and 10 in

anaparty mandal by the pro-
ject waters.

There were 13 mini lift irri-

gation schemes on the back
waters of Krishna river, but at
least one scheme did not ben-
efit the displaced persons. The
Kalwakurti Lift Irrigation
Scheme facilitates lift irrigating
40 tmc of Krishna water, but
the then Congress govern-
ment did not bother to show
initiative to store at least five
tmc of water.

The then Congress govern-
ment sanctioned 'Indiramma
houses' for the displaced, but,
the forest authorities did not
allow the displaced to con-
struct the houses. Barring a
single overhead water tank,
there were no signs of any
development in the displaced
persons rehabilitation colony.
There were no pucca roads,
houses or permanent build-
ings. While a handful of five
managed to build homes, the
rest of them are living in
thatched houses.

In 1997, funds have been
sanctioned for construction
of a school building. But the
forest officials objected to con-
struction of the building.
Consequently, school is being
run in a thatched house.



ANURADHA
GOYAL

uri becomes the first city in In-
dia to provide quality drinking
water in taps’ was the headline
in most media outlets recently.
Everyone congratulated the Od-
isha government and rightly so.
Puri is one of the most visited
destinations in the country. The
visiting population ends up us-
ing packaged water both due to
availability as well as safety rea-
sons—perceived or real. It al-
most seems like a dream to
drink straight from the tap, at
least in most urban areas.

The news took me back to my
student days in the 1980s and till
the mid-1990s, when we used to
travel across the country in
trains. We ate what was sold at
the stations. We filled our water
bottles or clay Surahis at rail-
way stations, without ever wor-
rying about the quality of water.
Bottled water was not yet ubig-
uitous, nor was the pollution it
created glaring at us every-
where. Do we realise that just
about 25-30 years ago, we trusted
the tap water across the coun-
try? We had no second thoughts
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THE CULTURE OF WATER IN INDIA

Author and founder
of IndiTales

or doubts while drinking from
taps at most places. Tap water
not being safe was an exception
rather than the other way round.
What happened in these two-
three decades that we cannot
consume tap water without
passing it through multiple fil-
tering and purifying machines?
It has become one of the biggest
selling commodities.

Flip the news and you see that
what was freely available till
sometime ago has been reduced
to just one city and that too af-
ter considerable effort. Is it a
problem we have created by pol-
luting the sources of water? Or,
it is a problem that is profitable
to have as it feeds many indus-
tries like packaged water, water
purifiers, water tankers, to
name a few.

How is it that our regions with
maximum rainfalls fall short of
drinking water in summers?
The same goes for our coastal
regions with so many rivers
flowing close to them. There
cannot be deficiency of water
with so many rivers and ample

rains. It has to be our inability to
store and manage the water we
so generously receive. Why are
we still not studying places like
Mandu that had one of the best
local water management sys-
tems? Imagine a densely popu-
lated city on top of a hill with no
natural source of water, storing
the rainwater in a way that they
could even afford swimming
pools. Why are we not restoring
our thousands of stepwells and
temple tanks to store water as
well as recharge groundwater?
There are some sporadic efforts
in some places, but they are
mostly individual efforts, appre-
ciable but not enough.

How is it that our homes in
urban areas are relying on
those operating water tankers,
who magically have access to

What was freely available till sometime
ago—tap water safe to drink—is now present
in just ane city, Puri, and that too after
considerable effort. Is it a problem we have
created by polluting the sources of water? Or
s it a problem that is profitable to have as it
feeds many industries? ... Have we forgotten
our sacred bond with water as one of the five
primordial elements in our universe?

water they can sell, while our
agencies cannot supply the
same despite all the resources
in their control? Have we
thought about the ecological
cost of transporting water in
tankers? How does a corporate
organisation manage to distrib-
ute packaged water to remotest
corners of the country through
a small but focussed network?
They are essentially selling our
water to us after the basic puri-
fication process, by creating a
demand that should not exist in
the first place if things worked
the way they should.

Tam reminded of different Pi-
aus or water pots that still pop
up in the hinterlands of north
India during summers. Making
water available to the thirsty is
considered the best way to col-
lect good karma., It is not un-
common to see people person-
ally offering water. In Punjab, it
goes further in the form of
Chhabeel, where sharbat or juic-
es are offered to travellers who
are out in the sun. Similar tradi-
tions are followed across the
country. To me, this is the most
beautiful part of Indian culture.
Our great grandmothers may
have been shocked at the fact
that we sell water in plastic bot-
tles, at prices comparable to
milk in upmarket areas.

Have we forgotten our sa-

cred bond with water, as a nur-
turer and as one of the five pri-
mordial elements in our
universe? We wash off wor-
shipping our waterbodies as
superstition or obsolete prac-
tices. Little do we realise that
they help us create a bond and
respect for the water that is at
the core of our existence. Most
of us would struggle to name
the source from where our
drinking water comes.

In other news, Indore,
Hyderabad, Surat, Visakhapat-
nam and a few more places got
certified as Water Plus cities.
My natural instinct was to be-
lieve that these cities have more
water than they need. Having
lived in Hyderabad, it did seem
a tall claim. A bit of reading in-
formed me that it actually
means that the city is able to
dispose of its waste water re-
sponsibly, including recycling
and reusing at least 30% of it.
As part of Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan, cities have to make sure
sewage water is not going to riv-
ers and other sources of drink-
ing water.

I hope one day our cities
would be ‘Water Plus’ in the
real sense, when we would learn
to respect water and consume
less than what we receive
through rivers or rains.

(Tweets @anuradhagoyal)
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"The disappearing wetlands of India

These water bodies are falling prey to real estate mafia on the one hand and becoming dumping ground for waste on the other

he presence of wetlands

in urban India is almost

taken for granted. These
stagnating marshes and bogs
are instinctively seen as
dumping grounds for con-
struction and other waste
material. Almost every city
and town in India probably
has that wetland which is
suffocating under eutrophica-
tion thanks to proliferating
water hyacinth and algae.

As the water body and the
life forms in it fight a losing
battle, the final nail in the
coffin is served by the real
estate mafia who nibble away
slowly but steadily at the
wetland till enough land is
cleared up to be encroached.
Thus, in this manner anoth-
er wetland in India would
have died a silent death.

India has 7,57,060 wet-

KOTA SRIRAJ

(The writer is an environ-
mental journalist. The
views expressed are
personal.)

lands that are ostensibly pro-
tected by the Wetland
(Conservation & Management
Rules) 2017 but unfortunate-
ly the enthusiasm of the rules
doesnot extend beyond the
paper as illegal acts continue
to wreak havoc on wetland
across India,

The size matters too, the
smaller the wetlands the less-
er their chance of survival. In
fact, 5,55,557 wetlands out of
the 7,57,060 are smaller sized
wetlands and hence at a greater
risk of disappearing swiftly. But
smaller wetlands are by no
means environmentally irrel-
evant as they support almost
the same scale of aquatic life
and rich biodiversity as the
big wetlands.

Historically, India was a
water surplus nation due to the
widespread availability of wet-

were eventually sidelined in
favour of piped water supply so
as to gain control over an
important natural resource
such as water.

Though this act of coloniz-
ing water resources provided
power and cash to humanity,
but it sealed the fate of wetlands
forever and resulted in the
beginning of water scarcities.

It is critical for India to
understand the role played by
wetlands to enhance water

resources availability and reju-
venate these water bodies so
that water scarcity is replaced
with water security.

Apart from being a valu-
able water resource, wetlands
play an essential role in con-
serving environment and
keeping climate change in
check. These underestimated
water bodies can absorb car-
bon, replenish groundwater
and prevent floods.

They also play a vital role
in attracting a variety of
wildlife including migratory
birds due to which the region
around the wetland develops
a very healthy balance of
human existence and flora
and fauna.

The wetlands provide
good moisture content in
the air which in turn plays
a critical role in reining in

air pollution.

Let alone metropolises,
the wetlands in smaller cities
in India are facing woeful
times. Uttarakhand in north-
ern India is an apt example
where over 70 per cent of the
994 documented wetlands are
facing extinction due to
delayed conservation. The
2.62-hectare Niranjanpur wet-
land in Dehradun lying in a
coveted real estate location is
fast falling prey to builder
mafia on one hand and
becoming dumping ground
for domestic and construction
waste on the other. As the con-
struction waste and rubble
gradually reach the wetland
tloor, the process of the water
body drying up begins. This is
accelerated by the lack of rains
and ever-increasing eutroph-
ication levels. All these factors

eventually pave the way for real
estate builders to approach the
dried-up wetland area and
usurp the prime property.
These conditions are fast
becoming normal for most of
the wetlands in India and
unless remedial measures are
undertaken on priority basis,
the nation will lose some of the
best and oldest natural water
bodies. In order to make an
immediate difference, the gov-
ernment must commission a
satellite-assisted remote sens-
ing-based wetland census pro-
ject to authentically drawup a
data of current number of wet-
lands across India. The last
such wetland census exercise
was done in 2013 and the data
is too old considering the pace
of climate change and anthro-
pogenic activities which have
changed the ground situation

very much since then.

In addition to this, all the
available data concerned with
wetlands must be digitally
inventoried. This will help
ear-mark wetlands and their
buffer zones on public
domains and, therefore, assist
planners and the public to steer
clear of the same when under-
taking developmental activi-
ties. This in turn will stop
encroachment in the name of
development.

The government must also
undertake immediate mea-
sures to cut off the nutrient-
rich domestic waste seeping
into wetlands as it assists in the
growth of algae and water
hyacinth. Finally, a nation-
wide wetland de-siltation pro-
ject will aid in restoring the lost
glory of the wetlands and halt
their disappearance.
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