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Delhi breathed cleaner air this January than last yr

Jayashree Nandi

« jayashree.nandi@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: Unusually high num-
ber of western disturbances
(WDs), which led to windy days
and good rainfall over northwest
India, helped Delhirecord signifi-
cantly betterairquality in Janu-
ary this year compared to the
sameperiod in 2019. Expertssaid
thateventhough theaverage AQI

till mid-February for both years

was ‘poor’, conditions are likely
toimprove Saturday onward.

ﬂ
Favourable meteorology

Windy days and good rainfall over northwest India because of
. unusually high no. of western disturbances helped clean air

Overall average ~--2019 === 2020

AQlin == 2019 == 2020

MO\ B A

As per the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) data, the
average air quality index (AQI)
valuethis January was285.67,in
the ‘poor’ category,anotch better
than last January’s average of
327.70—‘very poor’ category.
Favourable meteorology also
ensured the national capital
experienced just two days of
‘severe’ air this January, five
daysfewer thanlastJanuary, the
CPCBdatashows.

Whiletheaverage AQIvalues
till February 13forboth the years
werein ‘poor’ category—281.6in
2020and 286.2in 2019—meteorol-
ogists said air quality islikely to
improvesignificantly in the next
twotothreedays duetohigh wind
speed of up to 30kmph.

OnThursday, too, the AQIwas

‘poor’ (241). !

“Pollutants couldn’taccumu-
late because of favourable
weather conditions, which is
reflected inthe AQIL There were
seven WDs in January, with at
least three strong ones which
brought rainfall to the northern
plains. These wind systems cre-
ated strong surface winds that
helped disperse pollutants. We
alsoreceived moderate rainfall,
especially around January 16,
which would have helped clean
the air,” said Kuldeep Shrivas-
tava, head of theregional weather
forecasting centre.

According to Shrivastava,
between January1and February
13, Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhizones received 20% excess
rain,and theaverage wind speed

inDelhi, was 15 kmph to25kmph.

Shrivastava added, “In Janu-
ary 2019, the region experienced
five WDs, whichisaboveaverage,
but the average wind speed was
around 12kmph.”

“Whenawestern disturbance
movesaway, the winddirectionis
north-westerly and results in
strongsurface winds. Ifthereare
back-to-back WDs then wind
speed is consistently good,”
head ofthenational weather fore-
casting centre K Sathi Devi
explained, adding that usually,
WDs affect weather in the west-
ern Himalayan region, but this
year they caused precipitation
evenintheplains.

Meanwhile, CPCB officials
alsoattributed betterair quality
to policy action like Graded

Response Action Plan and its
on-ground enforcement. “There

are two factors—meteorology
and enforcement. Higher num-
ber of WDs may have aided dis-

persal. As per our data, there
wereno ‘severe’ air daysin Janu-
ary 2017,3in2018 and 7in 2019,”
said VK Shukla, head of CPCB'’s
airqualitymanagementdivision.

FORECAST

Accordingtothemodelsforecast
by the Air Quality Early Warning
System of the Union ministry of
earth sciences, air quality will
continue to be in the ‘poor’ cate-
goryonFebruary 14butimprove

- tomoderate on February 15.

For February, four WDs were
forecast by February 14; two hit
on February 2 and 6. A WD was

lying over west Iran and neigh-

. bouring areas and another WD
‘was lying over north Pakistan

andadjoiningJammuandKash-
miron Thursday. i

“Fairly widespread light to
moderate rain or snow is very
likely over Jammu & Kashmir,
Gilgit-Baltistan & Muzaffarabad
and isolated light rain or snow
likely over Himachal Pradesh
during next 24 hours. Isolated
light rain or snow is also very
likely over Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur and Sikkim during Feb-
ruary 14to17” accordingtoIMD’s
Thursday bulletin.

Strong surface winds (speed
reaching 20-30 kmph) will affect
the entire northwestern region
accordingtothe bulletin.
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ASRARUL HAQUE JEELANI

The programme
seems similar
to the ‘Swachh
Bharat’ Mission
as it changes
the name of the
earlier sanitation
programme and
plays with the
data to show it
as 100 per cent
ODF. The ‘Jal
Jeevan Mission’
is also on a
mission mode
after changing
the name of

the earlier
programme
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Gauging the water mark

Analysis of the newly’ introduced Jal Jeevan Mission is integral to measuring

Indias progress towa

uring the devastat-

ing drought expe-

rience of Bihar and

Uttar Pradesh in
the early summer of 1967, the
Government of India intro-
duced water borewells in 250
villages with the technical
support of relief agencies, par-
ticularly UNICEE As a part
of emergency relief action, a
rural water supply programme
was introduced in 1969, which
was later named as the ‘Accel-
erated Rural Water Supply
Programme’ in 1972. In 2009,
the earlier water supply pro-
gramme was renamed as the
‘National Rural Drinking Water
Supply Programme’ and the
goal was set to provide potable
drinking water to all villages in
the country by 2030, along with
accomplishing the Sustainable
Development Goals. It is the
same programme which has
now been renamed again as Jal
Jeevan Mission’ by the current
government, with the plan to
achieve ‘water for all’ by 2024,
six years before the deadline to
achieve Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

The Prime Minister
announced the programme
on the occasion of the 73
Independence day, after get-
ting approval from the union
cabinet on August 13, 2019,
The Tal Jeevan Mission’ aims to
provide ‘Functional TTousehold
Tap Connections’ (FHTCs), i.e.,
‘Har Ghar Nal Se Jal’ in ade-
quate quantity (55 litres per
capita per day) and prescribed
quality as per BIS (Bureau of
Indian Standards) standard
to every rural household. The
Department of Drinking Water
and Sanitation, the implement-
ing body, has planned out the
operational guidelines for the
programme within four months
in consultation with the differ-
ent states. The Prime Minister
has Jaunched these guidelines
on the 25" of December in Vig-
yan Bhawan along with ‘Atal
Bhujal Yojana. As per the gov-
ernment’s claim, it has been

~

i

I

As per the s charim, provi
estimated that providing tap
water connection in 14.6 crore
rural household (81.67 per cent)
shall cost Rs 3.8 lakh crore. Over
the cost-sharing pattern, the
document states that the cost
shall be split between the Cen-
tre and states respectively in
the ratio of 90:10 for Himala-
yan and North Eastern states,
50:50 for other states and 100
per cent for Union Territories.

‘Ihe most contentious and
debatable issue is the proposal
of service and recovery user
charges and provision of tap
water connection based on the
unique identification number
{Aadhar card). On the other
hand, the programme has merit
and timely interventions in-
built. We need to discuss the
positive and negative implica-
tions of the provisions made in
the programme.

The ‘Jal Jeevan Mission’
seems to be a mix of top-down,
bottom-up and utility-based
approaches. The country has,
over the years, gained a wide
range of experiences in water-
related programmes and the
knowledge thereof. Arguments
over decades, calling for an inte-
grated approach and structural
changes in water-related pro-

ding tap water

grammes and management
system, now seem to have
fructified in the form of the Jal
Shakti Ministry which has been
constituted after integrating two
water-related departments and
‘Jal Jeevan Mission.

Besides this, another posi-
tive aspect of the programme
is the emphasis given to the
participation of women and
grey-water management. The
post-use water from the rural
households, either from the
kitchen, laundry or wash-
ing and bathing may become
useful resources for agricul-
tural, groundwater recharge
or other non-potable uses. The
programme has integrated this
component with the ‘Swachh
Bharat Mission’ for proper
treatment of the wastewater
before using it. The grey-water
management will manifest
into a substantial element of
the ‘Swachh Bharat Mission’
However, grey-water manage-
ment should have been an inte-
gral part of the ‘Swachh Bharat
Missior, to begin with, but now
itisincorporated in the Jal Jee-
van Mission.

The most striking aspect of
the programme is the intro-
duction of the user charge in

7

in 14.6 crore rural household shall cost Rs 3.8 lakh crore

rural areas. As per guidelines,
5 per cent of capital costs have
to be shared by the hilly, for-
ested and SC/ST (if more than
50 per cent of the population)
dominated villages and 10 per
centby the remaining rural hab-
itats. ‘The Panchayati Raj institu-
tions have been given a crucial
role in the making of the vil-
lage action plan along with the
task of operation and main-
tenance of the infrastructure
and also to decide the service
charges for operation and main-
tenance. The rural population
of the country (67 per cent) has
the highest percentage of poor,
along with farmers, marginal
workers and the labour class.
Until now, by and large, people
in the villages are not having to
spend from their meagre earn-
ing to purchase water, which
is supposed to be free, as and
when and if it is available from
public sources.

The water pricing in rural
areas is based on the conven-
tional hypothesis that higher
user charges lead to better effi-
ciency of the services. This
hypothesis was tested in 455 vil-
lages of Tamil Nadu through a
pilot project of rural water sup-
ply with randomly assigned tar-

geted user charges. ‘The results
from this pilot project were evi-
dent in stating that adding eco-
nomic value to water resources
is not going to reduce the con-
sumption pattern or improve
the service delivery. Rather,
closely working with the com-
munity and consciousness of
the people shall have positive
implications.

The other essential aspect
to discuss is the guideline to
get the connection through
the Aadhar card of the head
of the household. It is essen-
tial to mention here the expe-
rience of arsenic affected rural
arcas where duc to skin-related
diseases, fingerprints do not
match with the Aadhar card
data. There are reports of rural
areas where people have been
denied the services due to
mismatch of the fingerprint or
Aadhar related errors. The State
of Aadhar Report 2017-18 by
IDinsight revealed that 0.8 per
cent, 2.2 per cent and 0.8 per
cent of the beneficiaries of PDS
were excluded due to Aadhar
related factors in rural Andhra
Pradesh, Rajasthan and West
Bengal respectively.

The programme seems simi-
lar to the ‘Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion’ as it changes the name
of the earlier sanitation pro-
gramme and plays with the
data to show it as 100 per cent
ODE The ‘Jal Jeevan Mission'
is also on a mission mode after
changing the name of the ear-
lier programme to achieve the
goal within five years, four times
that of what has been achieved
in seven decades. The “Hin-
diasation” of the programmes
and monopoly over data is the
best tool to make the peaple
happy. However, in real terms,
the programme will have an
adverse effect on people with
lower socioeconomic status.

The writer is a Research
Scholar for the Centre of Social
Medicine and Community
Health, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity. Views expressed

are strictly personal

rds achieving supply of potable water to all its citizens
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Jal Jeevan mission: Assam

government in Dispur
gears up to implement the
Centre s flagship scheme
Jal Jeeva mission to pro-
vide drinking water to all \
households by 2024. €1\
Assam chief minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal comme-
nted that Dispur is commi-
tted to roll out all impo-
rtant missions for the ben-
efit of the residents.  ss
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Jal shakti minister chairs fifth ETF
meeting of NMCG on River Ganga

Deccan Cronicle

The Economic Times (New Delhi)
Business Standard(New Delhi)
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By Malil Today Bureau in
New Delhi

he fifth meeting of

the Empowered Task -

Force (ETF) of the
National Mission for

Clean Ganga (NMCG) followed

the meeting of the National

Ganga Council at Kanpur and

was chaired by Prime Minis-
| ter Narendra Modi. The ETF

meeting was held at Shram
) Shakti Bhawan in New Delhi,
under the chairmanship of Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat, min-
ister of jal shakti, The meeting
saw the presence of Amitabh
Kant, CEO, NITI-Aayog; UFP
Singh, secretary department
for water resources, river de-
velopment and Ganga rejuve-
nation; Rajiv Ranjan Mishra,
. DG, NMCG and Rajendra Ku-
mar Tiwari, chief secretary,
Uttar Pradesh.

The ETF was formed un-
der the River Ganga authori-
ties’ order of October 7, 2016,
wherein NMCG was empow-
ered to discharge its functions,
including the regulatory ones,
with powers of Section 5 of
Environment Protection Act,
1986. The ETF coordinates
and advises on matters relat-
ing to rejuvenation, protec-
‘tion &nd management of River
Ganga and its tributaries and
ensures that the concerned
ministries, departments and
state governments concerned
have an action plan with spe-
cific activities, milestones and
timelines for achieve-
ment of the objective
of rejuvenation
and protection
of River Ganga
as well as a

e

Gajendra
Singh
Shekhawat,

ing of ETF included:
® Confirmation of the minutes
of the fourth meeting of the
ETF held on July 22, 2018.
® Appraisal on the action tak-
en note on the decisions taken
in the fourth meeting of the
ETF.
@ Review of action taken re-
port on the decisions of the
firstmeeting of National Gan-
ga Councit (NGC) held on De-
cember 14, 2019
® Adoption of annual accounts
of NMCG for 2018-18.
Based on the way forward out-
lined by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the National
Ganga Council Meeting, Rajiv
Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG
spelt out the focus area of
the vanous ministries, de-
ents and states
present at the ETF
meeting as fol-
lows:
B Ministry of

B e minister of jal shakti, agriculture
for monitoring chaired the ifth and farmers
implementa- Empowered Task Force ngﬁt;e. states
tion of its ac- (ETF) meeting held at —Gan m
j tion plans. Shram Shakti Bhawan Sl ag?i
The agenda in New Dethi, Ganga

. of the fifth meet-

products along

with complete value chain and
organic farming and zeroc bud-
get farming.

W Ministry of tourism, ministry
of culture states - Arth Ganga,
hybrid tourism - adventure,
water sports, eco-tourism,
river tourism etc., cycle track,
walking track etc. along Gan-
ga, tourist circuits in Ganga
basin and Database, archaeo-
logical sites etc. (Ganga san-
skriti yatra).

® Ministry of environment,
forests and climate change,
states - Ganga nurseries, funds
for afforestation, wetland con-
servation and special project
for dolphin conservation.

® Ministry of fisheries, animal
husbandry and dairying, states
- Cattle vaccination camps
and promotion of native fish
species.

® Ministry of rural develop-
ment, states - Protection and
rejuvenation of water bodies
and small rivers, tree planta-
tion ete. in villages along Gan-
ga and itstributaries.

B Ministry of health and fam-
ilv welfare, states - Medical
camps and PM Jan Arogya Yo-
jana in Ganga villages.

m NITI Aayog - Arth Ganga,
special toilets with bio-digest-
er technology and digital dash-
board and aspirational district

programme indicators for
Ganga district (with NMCG).
® Ministry of finance - Arth
Ganga

® Ministry of power, states -
Arth Ganga, full utilisation of

« treated waste water in Ganga

basin and state policies for re-
use of waste water.

® Ministry of housing and ur-
ban affairs, states - River cit-
ies and river centric thinking
in planning, municipal solid
waste management-process-
ing capacity, reuse and recycle
of waste water bio-digester
technology, task force on
utilisation of byproducts and
treated wastewater, behav-
ioural change issues in ULBs,
household connections for
STPs, capacity development
of ULBs and fecal sludge man-
agement by cities and towns.
® Department of administra-
tive reforms and public griev-
ances, NMCG - Competitive
ranking system and category
for Ganga districts in the civil
service day awards.




