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Widespread rain, snowinregion

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE t)"()

SHIMLA/CHANDIGARH, JAN 13
Widespread rain lashed
many parts in Punjab,
Haryana and Himachal,
dampening the Lohri cele-
brations in the region. Many
parts of Himachal Pradesh
and J&K also witnessed
snowfall, disrupting normal
life and hampering restora-
tion works.

Keylong and Kalpa in the
tribal Lahaul and Spiti and
Kinnaur districts received 45
cm and 33 cm of snow;, respec-
tively while Rohtang Pass and
the Pin valley recorded 60 cm
t0 90 cm of snow, respectively.

Moderate to heavy rain
lashed the mid and lower
hills. Jawali and Manali
recorded 28 mm and 26 mm
rain, respectively, followed by
Bhabanagar 256 mm, Chamba
22 mm, and Bilaspur 21 mm.

In view of the warning

issued by the local Met office,

JCBs were deployed every
two kilometres on the Dhalli-
Fagu stretch and directions
were issued to clear snow
immediately, said Shimla
Deputy Commissioner Amit
Kashyap, adding that
machinery was also
deployed at vulnerable
points in Shimla city.

The rain over parts of Punjab
and Haryana and their common

MANALI NH BLOCKED

i} Shimla: As many as
& 359 roads, including
& the Chandigarh-
Manali National Highway, are
blocked in HP. With intermit-

tent rain continuing in the
region, more roads are likely
be closed. A maximum of
230 roads are closed inthe
Shimla zone, 95 in Mandi
zone and 31 in Kangra zone.

capital Chandigarh was caused
by a Western Disturbance, a Met
department official said.

In Punjab, there was rainfall
in Mohali, Ropar, Hoshiarpur,
Phagwara, Jalandhar, Amrit-

TREKKERS STUCK IN LEH

® Leh: The Ladakh
v ‘ Union Territory has
ALl sought the assistance
ofthe Indian Air Force for evac-
uating more than 100 trekkers
who have been stranded for
the past two days at remote
Nyraks village on the Chadar
trek route. In this most difficult
route, people trek onthe
frozen Zanaskar river. INSIDE

sar, Ludhiana, Muktsar and
Patiala among other places.

places were dampened due
to the heavy downpour.

The market places, which
are usually crowded during
Lohri, wore a desolate look.

(With inputs from PTT)

Rain lashed Ambala,
Panchkula and Kurukshetra
in Haryana, he said.

Lohri festivities in several
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KCR, Jagan
reach water
sharing deal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

A six-hour meeting bet-
ween Telangana Chief Mi-
nister K. Chandrasekhar
Rao and his Andhra Pra-
desh counterpart Y.S. Ja-
ganmohan Reddy on Mon-
day ended in both of them
reaching an understanding
to divert water from Goda-
vari river to ayacut in
Krishna basin for optimal
utilisation of river waters in
the two riparian States.

It was decided that they
will look in detail at the
next meeting on the point
from where Godavari will
be diverted and places

 where the water will reach.

How the water will be util-
ised and the model for the
purpose will also be dis-
cussed, a release after the
meeting said.

Mr. Rao and Mr. Reddy
met at the former’s camp
office here and decided to
adopt a give and take ap-
proach in all administra-
tive matters. They asked
the Chief Secretaries over
phone from the meeting
hall to meet shortly to re-
solve pending issues of bi-

furcation of institutions

listed under Schedules 9
and 10 of the Andhra Pra-

desh Reorganisation Att.

Rain, snowfall kill 14 in Pak .

e

Monday.

People walk past graves after heavy snowfall in Quetta on

A

o
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 51

ISLAMABAD, 13 JANUARY

Heavy snowfall and inces-
sant rain have left atleast 14
people, including women
and children, dead and over
a dozen injured in several
parts of Balochistan, Pak-
istan's largest province, a
mediareport said on Monday.

The inclement weather
has affected road and air traf-
ficand cut-off Balochistan with
the rest of the world.

B Continuous snowfall in
the provincial capital Quet-
tahasled to the collapse of a
large number of mud hous-
es, claiming lives in the bor-
der towns of Chaman, Barshor
and Bostan area of Pishin
district. Six people, including
three women and as many
children, died and two oth-
erswere injured when the roof
of their house collapsed in Sha-
habzai area of Zhob district
due to heavy snowfall, the
Dawn newspaper reported.
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The right resources
will follow the right
results on the ground

nthe past five vears, rural India has seen a massive transfor-

mation in the access to basic services including electvicity,

cooking fuel, toilets, houses, healthcare and bank accounts.
These transtormations have been at an unprecedented scale
and speed. This government has invested massively for the
development ofthe rural economy, and many of its flagship
social sector schemes have become stellar global examples of
implementation at the last mile. The Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM), in particular, has achieved when no one gave it a chance
ofachieving when it was audaciously announced by the Prime
Minister during his first Independence Day address.

Among key differentiators for SBM's success were the politi-
cal leadership and public financing that it received. AsSBM
delivered on the ground, it received a greater share of the pie.
The central fund allocation for rural sanitation progressively
grew fromalittle over 36,500 crore in 2015-16 to over 30,000
crore in 201819, This increase mirrored the progress that was
made on increasing rural sanitaiion coverage on the ground.

The government is conunitted to ensuring that this success is
sustained. The Prime Ministersaid on 2 October 2019, when
recognizing the open defecation free (ODF) declaration by all
states, that this was but a milestone and not the finish line. The
work onsanitation continues and theve isa strong focus on
ensuring that people continue to use toiletsand that noone s
left behind. The departiment of drinking water and sanitation,

ministry of jal shakti recently released
India’s a pproach theforwardlooking10-year sanita-
of holistic and tion §t rategy, amc}\lan ng 1 he goal o(l
moving from ODF to ODF-Plus—with

integrat ed anemphasis on solid and liquid waste
water managenient. We ave confident that
management the commensurate resources will
isu nique flow in with on-ground delivery.

— The next basic service, and argua-

bly the most significant of them all,
that this government is committed to delivering, is piped water
suf)ply to rural households. On Independence Dayv this vear, the
Prime Minister announced the Jal Jeevan Mission (JIM), with
the goal of ensuring piped water supply for all the approxi-
mately L8 million rural households of India by 2024, Along
with this declaration, came a commitment of anoutlay of 13.6
trillion for the scheme.

JIM will aim to promote decentralized. but integrated water
resource management and service delivery at the gram pancha-
vatlevel, witha key focus on water conservation, sSource sus-
tainability, storage and reuse wherever possible. In groundwa-
ter stressed areas, especially in designated dark blocks and in
areas affected by water quality issues, surface water-based mul-
ti-village schemes will be promoted, and in groundwaterrich
aveas, single village schemes groundwater-based schemes with
end to end source sustainability measures will be encouraged.

The approach of holistic and integrated water management
that Indiais adopting is unicue for any large federal country.
ndia can lay out a template for other countries on securing
national water security by inteerating fragmented institutions.
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