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Shimla to get Kol Dam water

dated. /4' /) 7’?0/57

f315<:rore prOJect to help provide round-the-clock supply to Iocal residents

KuLDEEP CHAUHAN

‘_ TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

,\1

The Shimla Jal Prabandhan
Nigam Limited (SJPNL)
has set 2022 as the new
deadline for completion of
the ¥315-crore Kol Dam lift
drinking water scheme that

" | .SHIMLA, NOVEMBER 13

" | will provide 24X7 supply to

residents of the capital city.

“The Kol Dam project aims
. at proving 67 MLD water
daily to residents, taking
care of the water needs of
the city up to 2050,” said the
SJPNL manager.

“At present, Shimla on an
average gets supply of over
40 MLD and an additional 67
MLD water daily from Kol
Dam will make it 107 MLD,
which will provide 24X7
water supply to local resi-
dents,” said Dharmender
Gill, chief executive officer,
SJPNL, a government-run
company that oversees
water and the sewerage sys-
tem of the Shimla Municipal
Corporation (SMC). :

The Kol Dam water
scheme was conceived in
2016 and it took the SMC

and the state government
three years to speed up the
work. “We have received bids
from six companies for the
project and it will take us two
months to examine their
techno-financial details. The

tender will be awarded to t_he :

best bidder,” Gill said.
The best bidder would be

_given three years and six

months to complete the
work. “The contractor will
maintain the project for 10
years. If all goes well, we
hope the project will be
complete by 2022,” Gill said.

“The estimated cost of the
project is $315 crore. It is
being funded by the World
Bank. We have already
received 280 crore from

the World Bank,” Gill said.
The SJPNL has started the
process to get the forest clear-
ance for the project. “We hope
to get all NOCs in three
months,” he said. The STPNL
would construct the main
water treatment unit at
Shakrori — located between
Sunni town and Chaba on the
Sutlej. After the water is lifted

' 4

for treatment, the main water
pipeline would pass through
Devidhar and Dumin to the
main Sanjauli storage tank.’

“We will construct a storage
tank at Dhalli for this water
scheme, which will have the
storage capacity of six MLD.
The current distribution sys- -
tem in the city will be
upgraded,” Gill added.
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How Yangtze is currently experiencing Nirvana: Mother rivers
can nourish rejuvenation of Chmese and Indlan civilisations

“You come from
the snow-capped
mountains, the
springs tide
reveals your
style; You rush
to the East Sea, the torrents
show your spirit ...” In China,
the Song of the Yangtze River,
which depicts the majestic
grace of the longest river in

| China, is known to all. The

Yangtze river is a mother river
of China. Rushingfrom Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau and pouring into
EastChinasea, ithasnourished
the underpinnings of Chinese
civilisation.

Howéver, due to over- exp101-
tation in the ‘process of rapid
economic growth, our mother
river became seriously ill. The
river is silted up and its water
polluted with garbage.

President Xi Jinping highly
values protection and manage-
ment of Yangtze river and
China’s other mother rivers. In
2016, he chaired a meeting in
Chonggqing city for development
of Yangtze River Economic Belt
and highlighted the importance
of “treating the illness of
Yangtze river”. In 2018, he
visited cities along Yangtze and
presided over a symposium in

| Wuhan, a major city on the
| Yangtze river, deliberating on

advancing the Yangtze River
Economic Belt.
President Xi pointed out

that to cure the “illness of
Yangtze river”, we should follow
the philosophy of traditional
Chinese medicine, find the
root causes and treat them
systematically. The key is to
restore balance between pro-
motion of grand strategies and
major breakthroughs, coordi-
nate ecological protection and
resource development, and
synergise overall planning and
long-term efforts.
SRR

The source for river
pollution lies in the
bank and its root cause
is industrialisation. We
should strictly enforce
environmental
protection laws

After years of effort, China
has developed a set of effective
measures for mother rivers’

governance. First, update
mindset. All stakeholders
shall jointly protect the

motherriver basin rather than
conduct excessive develop-
ment. We should recognise
that “lucid waters and lush

mountains” are actually
“mountains of gold and
silver”. A holistic approach

towards ecological environ-
mental protection and economic

growth shall be adopted.
Second, optimise top-level
design. Incorporate the

development of Yangtze River
Economic Belt into the overall
national strategy and align it
with the overall development
of China. Third, establish an

innovative = mechanism to
harmonise the guiding role of
the central government, overall
responsibility of provincial
governments and implementa-
tionresponsibilities of municipal
and county governments. Fourth,
apply a unified blueprint and
focus on implementation. The
source for river pollution lies
in the bank and its root cause
is industrialisation. We should
strictly enforce environmental
protection laws.

A chemical company
located close to Yangtze had
been seriously polluting the
riverforyears,owingtolow cost
for violating environmental
laws. Following the new policy,
local environmental protection
agency fined the company
nearly $3.9 million, the largest

ever in the Yangtze river basin.
The company reflected on it
and invested $14 million in
sophisticated pollution control

_equipment and upgraded its

production line. It didn’t just
resolve the pollution issue but
also upgraded its business
withbetter economicbenefits,a
win-win scenario. :
With personal input and
leadership of President Xi, the
ecological environment along
the Yangtze river basin is
improving remarkably. The area
is seeing industries upgrading
and waters turning cleaner.
RecentlyIvisited Ahmedabad
and made a special tour of
the Sabarmati river clean-up
campaign. I saw the river with
clean water and green trees and
people enjoying the benefits.
Theriverbank where President
Xiand Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took a walk together in
2014 has become a beautiful
leisure resort. This shows that

the Indian government also
takes management of mother
riverslike the Gangesseriously,
and remarkable progress has
been made in India’s river

. management.

Not long ago, the leaders of
Chinaand India held their second
informal meeting in Chennai,
providing strategic guidance
for bilateral relations. The
leaders stressed that China and
India should learn from each
other, “brighten up each other”
and realisethegreatrejuvenation
of the two great civilisations.
This points to the direction
of our future -cooperation.
Mother rivers are the cradle
and important symbols of our
respective civilisations.

Aslarge developing countries
with huge populations and
heavy development tasks, it is
the common responsibility of
China and India to protect their
mother rivers. While imple-
menting our leaders’ consensus,
we shall actively explore and
conduct exchanges of experien-
ces and cooperation in the
governance of the country and
actively promote cooperation
in people-to-people and cultural,
science and  technology,
environmental protection, etc
and explore new frontiers of
civilisational exchanges and
cooperation, so that thejjtwo
major oriental civilisations will
assume new vigour and vitality.

The writer is Chinese Ambassa-
dor to India
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Mercury dips, but WD to raise temp again

Times News NETWORK 1 ﬂf

New Delhi: After recording
the coldest day of the season
so far on Tuesday, the mercu-

ryhasstarted risingandisex- -

pected totouch16° Cby Friday.

Delhi’s Safdarjung obser-
vatory had recorded a season-
low minimum of 11.7 degrees
Celsius on Tuesday, while the
minimum temperature at
Lodhi Road was 10.8 degrees
Celsius. IMD attributed the
n1p intheairtothecoldnorth-

westerly winds blowing to-
wards NCR after fresh snow-
fall in Jammu and Kashmir.
Officials from the regio-
nal meteorological depart-
mentsaidafresh westerndis-
turbance is influencing NCR
once again, which is likely to
causean increase in cloud co-
ver, along with an increase in
temperature. “There will be
increased cloud cover, but
this will not lead to rainfall.
Temperatures are set to rise
once again and will go above

[ Deccan Herald (Bengaluru )

[0 Deccan Cronicle

E/The Economic Times (New Delhi)
[] Business Standard(New Delhi)

[0 The Tribune (Gurugram)

[ Financial Express
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normal. A drop intemperatu-
re may only occur around
November 18,” said Kuldeep
Srivastava, scientist at IMD.
Delhi’s maximum tempe-
rature on Wednesday was re-

SUNDAY DROP?

corded at 28.3 degrees Celsius
— around thenormal mark for
the season. The mercury is, ho-
wever, forecast to rise by 2 deg-
rees in the next couple of days.
Relative humidity, meanwhile,
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oscﬂlated between 36% and
91% in the last 24 hours, which
experts said is one of the fac-
tors leading to pollutants get-
ting trapped in Delhi’s air:

On Wednesday; Lodhi Road
station recorded the lowest mi-
nimum temperature at 12.5
degrees Celsius. Other stations
like Pusa, Ayanagar and Pa-
lam, meanwhile, recorded ami-
nimum of 12.7°, 13.3° and 14.2°
Celsius, respectively Met offici-
als said shallow fog is expected
to continue in the early hours,

LR R

with amoderate spell of fog lik-
ely totake place on Thursday.
“The intensity of fogwillbe
more on Thursday with the
maximum temperature expec-
ted to be around 29 degrees Cel-
sius. The minimum should ho-
ver around 15° Celsius,” the of-
ficialadded. Historically, thelo-

" west minimum temperature

recorded in November is 3.9
degrees Celsius in 1938. The
highest maximum temperatu-
re ever recorded in the month
was36.1degrees Celsiusin2001.,

: : de in its hlstory washed
~ through the historic Italian city, beaching
gondolas, trashing hotels, sending tourists
fleeing through rapidly rising waters,

and threatening its fragile lagoon and

Dead As Heavies

Renaissance buildings

The level touched
during the infamous

el the water
hit on Tuesday
194c¢m

1966 flood
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Kerala will oppose river
link project: Minister 4 t

Tamil Nadu is pushmg for the pI‘OjECt

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Kerala government is
taking all precautions to
prevent the implementation
of the Pampa-Achencoil-Vai-
par river link project, Water
| Resources Minister K. Krish-
' nankutty informed the State
Assembly on Wednesday.
The Minister reiterated
the governmént s stand on
the issue in a wrltten reply
to the House.
Kerala had opposed the

K. Krishnankutty

The Union Jal Shakti Mi-

- move at the sixth special
general meeting of the Na-
tional Water Development
Agency (NWDA) held on Au~
gust 21 this year. The State
government had conveyed
its opposition to Tamil Na-
du, which is pushing for the
project, at a meeting bet-
ween Chief Ministers Edap-
padi Palamswamy and Pina-
rayi * Vijayan in
Thiruvananthapuram on

nister had given an assu-
rance that river interlinking
projects would be underta-
ken only with the approval
of the States involved, Mr.

Krishnankutty said.
The proposal, listed
among the river linking pro-

jects of the NWDA, envisag-
es diversion of 634 mm3 of
water from the Pampa and
Achencoil rivers in Kerala to
the Vaippar basin in Tamil
Nadu.

September 25 this year.
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Month after Patna went under Water

civic bodies begin drive to clear drains

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, NOVEMBER 13

HAVING COME under heavy crit-
icism from the public and pulled
up by Patna High Court for the se-
vere waterlogging in the state
capital in late-September and
early-October, a combined team
of the district administration,
Patna Municipal Corporationand
road construction department on
Wednesday launched a massive
_.anti-encroachment campaignon
" nine of the city’s main drains.

OnDay One, 11 pucca houses,
built over Badshahi Nala running
‘between the city and suburban
Naubat town, were demolished.
Amid heavy deployment, the
first phase of anti-encroachment
drive started from Khemnichak
after notice period to occupants
of illegal houses got over. There

Anti-encroachment drive over Patna drains. Express 'IE < V"

was noresistance fromthe pub-
lic, officials said.

The first phase of the drive
will continue until November 20.
The second phase will start on
November 29.

Over the years,amajor part of
Badshahi Nala has been en-

croached upon, withseveral pucca
housesbuiltonitand the drainlev-
elled atsome places to makeroads.

Patna Commissioner Sanjay
Kumar Agarwal said: “We have
set ourselves a deadline of two
months to clear all encroach-
ment from (nine) major drains.”
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