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195 of 2306 taluks to be declared
drought-hit, await Central relief

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: As many as 195
taluks — almost three-fo-
urth of thestate —will bede-
clared drought hit.

The cabinet sub-commit-
tee headed by revenue mini-
ster Krishna Byregowda
which met here Wednesday
recommended declaring 195
taluks as drought-hit after
finding them ‘eligible’ as per
the Union government's gui-
delines. There are 236 taluks
in the state’s 31 districts.

Of the 195 taluks, 161 are
severely hitand 3d moderate-
ly affected. The state’s ove-
rall rainfall deficit stood at
40% as on September11.

Byregowda said the com-
mittee will send its recom-
mendation to chief minister
Siddaramaiah who will de-
clare these taluks drought
hit pending a ratification by
the cabinet. “This formality
will be over in a week's time
after which the state govern-
ment will submit a detailed
memorandum to the Centre
seeking relief,” he said. Offi-
cialshave been asked todraft
the memorandum.

The Centre will give com-
pensation to farmers for
crop loss in drought-hit ta-
luksbesides providing funds
for the state government to
take up relief work such as
supplying drinking water,
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PARCHED: The state’s rainfall deficit stood at 40% as on Sept 11

KRISHNA BYREGOWDA

A drought-like
situation is prevailing
in another 40 taluks
as they haven't
received rain for

the past few days

/'
purchasing fodder for ani-
mals and providing employ-
ment to people of these ta-
luks. He said a drought-like
situation is prevailing in
another40taluksastheyha-
ven’t received rain for the
past few days. “We have as-
ked officials to conduct gro-
und truthing (crop loss as-
sessment) in these taluks.
Once that is over, we will de-
clare them drought-hit,” the
minister explained.

Byregowda said the com-
mittee has already recom-
mended increasing the num-
ber of human days from 100
to 150 under the rural emplo-
yment guarantee scheme in
drought-hit taluks and also
setting up task forces under
respective MLASs to oversee
relief work. The minister on-
ce again expressed displea-
sure over the Centre alleged-
ly not responding to the sta-
te’s demand for modifving
drought norms. “The string-
ent guidelines are of no help
tofarmers. The CM has writ-
ten to the PM seeking
amendments. But there has
beennoreply sofar,” hesaid.

Rural development and
panchayat raj minister Priy-
ank Kharge said the drin-
king water problem is not ex-
treme as of now, “but we are
keeping watch”.
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K'taka govt to file review
petition before Cauvery
panel, to move top court

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: A day after the
Cauvery Water Regulatory
Committee (CWRC) recom-
mended release of 5,000 cu-
secs of water to Tamil Nadu,
the Karnataka government
on Wednesday decided to file
apetition beforethe CWRC to
review its recommendation,
citing not enough water avai-

lable in itsreservoirs.

The state government
will alsoapproach the Supre-
me Court against the CWRC
recommendation.

These decisions were ar-
rived at the all-party meeting
chaired by chief minister
Siddaramaiah here on Wed-
nesday. The meeting decided
to seek a legal opinion before
filing a review petition befo-
rethe CWRC.

“The state isnot able tore-
leaseany more waterto Tamil
Nadu as there is only 53tmeft
of water left in our Cauvery
reservoirs. We need 70tmcft
for irrigation, 33tmcft for
drinking purposes, and
3tmeft for industries. Given
this, how can we release wa-
ter to Tamil Nadu?” Siddara-
maiah said after the meeting.

» Seek PM intervention, P 4
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PM’s interventim_r}
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CAUVERY CONUNDRUM Some Stress Need to Consider Ground Reality Every Yr

Lack of distress-sharing formula
hurtmg Karnataka, say experts

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Pointingout that
Karnataka is at a disadvanta-
gedue toabsence of adistress
formula for sharing Cauvery
water during rain-deficit ye-
ars, many experts said the
stakeholders must appeal to
the Supreme Court in this
regardattheearliest. Accor-
dingtothem, thisisthemain
reason for the 125-year-old
imbroglio between Karnata-
kaand Tamil Nadu.

Those whoarefighting the
court case in Karnataka, ho-
wever, insist the riparian sta-
tes would do well if an im-
promptu solution is found by
the Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority, based on the
specific distress in a particu-
lar dry year rather than a ge-
neralformulathattendstoig-
nore the ground reality.

“All these years, the sha-
reholding states, particular-
ly Tamil Nadu, enjoyed the
benefit of surplus water in
the Cauvery basin because
of copious rainfall. Now, we
are in a deficit year, but the-
re are no specific guidelines
to share the distress — that
is, the formula to share the
available water. This is the
right time for us to seek the
formula,”saidirrigationex-
pert Captain Raja Rao.

Even chief minister Sid-
daramaiah, who convened an
all-party meeting on Wednes-
day, said: “According to the
Supreme Court order, 177.3
tmeft of water should be rele-
ased in a normal year. Unfort-
unately, we are still stuck in
difficulty as there is no dis-
tress formula.”

The Supreme Court, in its
2018 verdict, which modified
the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal’s 2007 award, said:
“In distress years, water wo-
uld be shared on a pro-rata ba-
sis.” This is the part of the or-
der that allocated 404.3 tmeft
to Tamil Nadu and 284.8 tmeft
toKarnataka.

“This has led to ambiguity
as the verdict has not specifi-
ed the proportion of water to

WATER WORRY: Chief mmlster Siddaramaiah, deputy CM DK Shivakumar and other senior Congress
functionaries at the all-party meeting held to discuss Cauvery issue at Vidhana Soudha on Wednesday

be shared in a distress year.
It’s easy to ask for a formula
that is applicable to any dis-
tress year, but it gives rise to
unpredictable issues ari-
sing out of ground reality.
Thebestthingistohaveasy-
stem that allows the CWMA
to decide on the amount of
water to be shared based on
the decisions of the member
states after assessing the av-
ailable water in the basins,”
said AS Ponnana, legal advi-
sor to the CM of Karnataka.

A lawyer appearing for
Karnataka in the SC said the
decision taken in the CWMA
would be more democratic as
the member states have vo-
tingrights and equal opportu-
nity to make their cases. “The
best is toavail yourself of this
benefit of the system, setting
aside politics,” he added.

The Cauvery Tribunal has
assessed an average water yi-
eld in the basin as 767 tmcft
with 47% dependability, and
the live storage capacity is ne-
arly 310 tmcft (40.5% of the av-
erageyield).

If the water availability
slips below 740 tmcft, then it
would be considered distress,
and the SC order states that
the states should share the av-
ailable water.

What TN wants?

Tamil Nadu has demanded
that Karnataka fill the deficit
suffered by the lower
riparian state and sought
24,000 cusecs of water. While
Karnataka offered torelease
3,000 cusecs, Cauvery Water
Regulation Committee on
Tuesday ordered to release
5,000 cusecs daily for 15 days,
triggering anew stalemate.
Karnataka's argumentis that
TN wasted 67 tmcft last year
when there was excess
rainfall, while it preserved 22
tmcft. Ithad reminded TN of
the court's order thatithas
toutilise 10 tmcft of ground
water during distress.

The SCwill hear the case
onSeptember 20.




Project Will
Help Irrigate
12 Lakh Acres

Koride.Mahesh
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: After Kaleshwa-
ram Lift Irrigation Scheme
(KLIS), which the Telangana
government cites as a lifeline
for northern Telangana, it is
now gearing up to launch
another prestigious project —
Palamuru-Ranga Reddy Lift
Irrigation Scheme (PRLIS) —
for southern Telangana at a
cost of 35,000 crore. The pro-
ject is expected to irrigate
12.30 lakh acres apart from
providing drinking water to
over 1,200 villages and indust-
rial water once it becomes ful-
ly operational.

Chief minister K Chand-
rasekhar Rao will be inaugu-
rating the project at Narlapur
on September 16. The dry run
of the reservoir was comple-
ted a week ago and now the
wet run of the lifts and pump
houses will be conducted on
September 16.

Though CM KCR laid the
foundation stone for PRLIS in
2015, it could not be completed
duetovariousreasonssuchas
objections by the Andhra Pra-
desh government, cases in
National Green Tribunal
(NGT)and approvals from the
Centreetc.

Irrigation officials said
that southern part of Telang-
ana on Krishna basin, especi-
ally erstwhile Mahabubna-
gar, Nalgonda and Rangared-
dy district, are drought-prone
areas lying in semi-arid tropi-
cal region with scanty rain-
fall. Migration from Maha-
bubnagar to other states and
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PRLIS set for launch, to be
southern Telangana’s lifeline

S

CM TO INAUGU

e

PROJECT FEATURES

1.5 tmc | Water lifted daily

67 tmc | Total water

storage capacity

7 tmc | Consumption for

drinking water

3tmc | Allocation for

L industrial use

Y 79tmc | Provisions for
irrigation

145 MW | Maximum

capacity of pumps

672 metres | Maximum

Parx B . height of water lift

o Palamuru-Rangareddy Lift 35,200cr | | 223,684cr | Expend- | 100 km | Length of tunnel
Irrigation Scheme (PRLIS) to lift 90| Total project | iture incurred up 915 km | Length of major
tmc of flood water from Srisailam | cost to March 2023 canals

e Dry run e Wet run to be | Beneficiary Districts |

conducted on | conducted on | Nagar Kurnool, Nalgonda,

September 3, | September 16, | Narayanpet, Rangareddy,

2023 2023

Vikarabad, Mahabubnagar
PROJECT COMPLETION | ¢ phase-1 | 27,047 Acres & land 1.
is acquisition is complete

66,064 %

land required for
construction of project

o Phase-ll | 39,017 acres &
land acquisition is in progress

countries wascommon before
formation of Telangana.

“Of the29.281lakh hectares
in the three districts, only
14.85 lakh hectares are being
irrigated and the rest do not
have any irrigation facilities.
Though Krishna river passes
through Mahabubnagar dis-
trict, only one small project,
Priyadarshini Jurala Project,
was constructed with a capa-
city for utilisation of 17.60
tmeft and it irrigates only
42,392 hectares,” a chief engi-
neer of Telangana irrigation
department said.

Giving salient features of
PRLIS, irrigation chief engi-
neer C Muralidhar said the
project will lift 90 tmeft of flo-
od water in 60 days from fores-

hore of Srisailam reservoir
onKrishna.

The project is divided into
two phases. In the first phase,
drinking water will be provi-
ded to 1,226 villages in six dis-
tricts — Mahabubnagar, Na-
garkurnool, Narayanpet, Vi-
karabad, Rangareddy and
Nalgonda. Subsequently, Hy-
derabad city will also draw
water from Nalgonda after
completion.

“The water is lifted in five
stages through pumping sta-
tionsfrom foreshoreof Srisai-
lamat Yellur in Kollapurman-
dal in Nagarkunool district to
KP Lakshmidevipalli village
near Shadnagar in the first
phase. In the second phase, ca-
nal network will be developed

from the reservoirs to provide
irrigation facilities for 12.30
lakh acres and industrial
use,” another senior irriga-
tion official said.

Telangana minister KT
Rama Rao termed PRLIS in-
auguration as another anot-
her historic event in Telanga-
na after Kaleshwaram pro-
ject. “Some leaders from
Congress, who failed to provi-
de irrigation facilities to far-
mers, are now talking about
canal network. It would be
completed in a phased man-
ner,” hesaid.

The BRS also gave a call to
party workers to celebrate
PRLIS inauguration in the
three erstwhile districts that
will benefit from the scheme.
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NGT to seek report on action
over use of water by stadiums

The National Green Tribunal will be issuing a
notice to the Central Ground Water Authority,
asking it to furnish information on the action
taken by it against 20 cricket stadiums for
installing borewells to extract groundwater for
ground maintenance without obtaining a
no-objection certificate. The Chairman of the
authority will have to give a report within eight
weeks. A report by the Ministry of Jal Shakti
(Mo]S), dated August 4, said show-cause notices
were issued to the 20 stadiums on June 27 to
explain the reason for not obtaining an NOC. In
view of the above, we deem it proper to issue a
notice to the Chairman of the CGWA, the
Tribunal said on Tuesday.
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Cauvery row: CM slams
- Tamil Nadu over
‘misleading’ claims

- BENGALURU, DHNS

hief Minister Siddara-

maiah on Wednesday

wrote to Union Water
Resources Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat accusing
Tamil Nadu of making “mis-
leading” claims on Cauvery
water situation. i

... Tamil Nadu has used a
whopping 99.776 TMC in 92
days (from 12th June, 2023 to
11th September, 2023). The
statement by Tamil Nadu in
the rejoinder that it has only
5.60 lakh acres of irrigation
as of 23.08.2023 is mislead-
ing and is not correct,” Sidda-
ramaiah stated in his letter
to Shekhawat. He sought
revision of the Cauvery Wa-
ter Regulatory Committee’s
(CWRC) recommendation
that Karnataka should re-
lease 5,000 cusec daily to
Tamil Nadu.

“Karnataka does not ben-
efit from the North-East
Monsoon. At the moment,
the indications are that the
North-East Monsoon rainfall
is normal. As a result, the in-
flow realized by Tamil Nadu
at Mettur Dam from the un-
controlled catchment below
KRS and Kabini Dams up to
Biligundlu alone will be an
additional 60 TMC,” Sidda-

ramaiahargued. ;

“Thelive storage at Mettur
reservoir as on 12.09.2023 is
24.233 TMC. Ifthe additional
flow of 60 TMC is taken into
consideration, then Tamil
Nadu has sufficient water to
meet the remaining require-
ments,” he said. :

Between June to Septem-
ber, Siddaramaiah said Tam-
il Nadu utilised more water
than it did in the earlier dis-
tress years of 1987-88, 2002-
03,2003-04,2012-13,2016-17
and 2017-18.

“Tamil Nadu has opened
extensive areas for growing
paddy crops as if it is a nor-
mal year disregarding the
distress condition in the up-
per catchment of Karnataka
reservoirs,” Siddaramaiah
complained.

He said releasing water to
Tamil Nadu would impact
farmers.

“The decision of CWRC
needing Karnataka torelease
water from KRS and Kabini
soastorealise 5,000 cusecat
Biligundlu for the next15days
cannot be practically imple-
mentedwithoutendangering
the interests of the farmers
forirrigation and humanand
livestock depending upon
the Cauvery River system for
drinking water,” he said.
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Scanty rain sows seeds of misery
for growers of food, cash crops

Time running out for farmers due to
poor monsoon, dipping water table

v

NAINA J A
MANGALURU, DHNS

racked paddy fields and
 dried up seedlings are
a common sight in the
paddy-growing areas of Dak-
shina Kannada (DK), Udupi,
Kodagu and Chikkamagalu-
ru districts this kharif season.
Growers have attributed the
withering of crops to delayed
and scanty rainfall.

Coffee growers report
that lack of rain is leading to
scorched coffee berries and
infestation in plantations in
Kodagu and Chikkamagaluru
districts. Black pepper, areca-
nut and vegetable cultivation
have taken a hittoo.

. “The delay in monsoon hit
the transplantation of paddy
seedlings and sowing. Paddy
requires good rainfall for the
growth of saplings. With defi-
cit rainfall, farmers have to
pumpwater fromavailablewa-
ter sources to save the crop,”
says paddy grower Manohar
Shetty from Kuppepadavu.
However, groundwater levels

State

Diaiight

arealsoaconcernthisyeardue
tosporadicrains.

Though DK and Udupi
districts have been receiving
sporadic rains after Septem-
ber 5, it will take a while for
groundwater to be replen-
ished. There should be more
rains to improve the water
table, says Shetty.

34% deficit in DK

DK agriculture department
_joint director Kempe Gowda

said the district received a

deficit rainfall of 34% from

June till the first week of Sep-

tember.

Farmers are struggling
to save the crop, says Sa-
tyanarayana Udupa, general
secretary of Udupi Bharatiya
Kisan Sangha.

“Udupi district has 38,000
hectares of land under paddy
cultivation. The deficitrainfall
hasdamaged crops. The paddy

A parched paddy fieldin Karkala taluk

saplings have turned yellowish
insome areas,”he says.

Kodagu district has regis-
tered around 46% deficitrains
from June to September and
the transplantation of paddy;
seedlings has not been taken
up fully due to this.

The target was to take up
sowing of paddy on 29,000
hectaresthisseason. Butsofar,
sowinghasonlybeen complet-
ed on18,117 hectares.

In Chikkamagalurudistrict,
the target during kharif sea-
sonwastosowuraddal, green
gram, cowpea, sunflower,
groundnut, ragi, maize and
paddy on 98,350 hectares.

Vegetables hit too
However,sowing hasbeentak-

enupon75,411 hectarestillthe

ofUdupi district. pHrPHOTO

firstweek of September dueto
deficit rainfall, Also, cultiva-
tion of potato, onion, tomato
and green chilli has been af-
fected by delayed monsoon in
the district.

Coffee belt
Thedeficitrainfall hasaffected
coffee, black pepperand coco-
nut plantations aswell. Coffee
is cultivated on 1,06,921 hect-
ares in Kodagu and 90,000
hectares in Chikkamagaluru
district.

“Without rain, berry borer
disease has infested coffee
berries in several plantations.
Due to the scorching sun, the
berrieshave turnedblack. The
growers could alsonotuse fer-
tilisers due to lack of rainfall,”
says Jayaram, former presi-

H

dent of Karnataka Growers
Federation.

Scorching sun

The growth of coffee berriesis
affected due to deficitrainfall.
Theplantationsare witnessing
unmatured ripening of the
berries due to scanty rainfall
and scorching sun.

The entire economy of
coffee-growing districts of
Kodagu, Chikkamagaluru
and Hassan will be affected
by this, says Mudigere taluk
growers association president
Balakrishna Balur.

Owingtointense heat, ‘pre-
mature button shedding’ (the
dropping of young coconut) is
being witnessed inmany coco-
nut groves, said Satyanaraya-
na Udupa.

“The deficit rain has also
affected black pepper cultiva-
tion. Rainwater plays a major
role in the pollination of pep-
per plants. Due tolack of rain,
there wasno proper sprouting
of spikesand the spikesthatap-
peared have no peppercorns,”
said farmer A P Sadashiv.

Though arecanut growers
are not affected by deficit
rainfall at the moment, they
will feel the heat when they
havetoirrigate the plantations
in November-December;, says
all India areca grower’s asso-
ciation secretary Mahesh Pu-
chchappady.
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‘Quality of water, not only
ItS availability, under threat

o S e
ARCHANA JYOTI m NEW DELHI

It’s not only the availability of
water but also its quality
that is under threat due to cli-
mate change worldwide, an
international group of scien-
tists have said after analyzing
river water quality. They
showed that in most cases
water quality tends to deteri-
orate during droughts and
heatwaves (68%), rainstorms
and floods (51%) and under
long-term changes in climate
(56%). During droughts, less
water is available to dilute
contaminants, while rain-
storms and floods generally
result in more contaminants
that run off from land to
rivers and streams, said the
study published in Nature
Reviews Earth &
Environment.

The study further said
that as these events become
more frequent and severe due
to climate change, ecosystem
health and human access to
safe water may be increasing-
ly under threat and under-
lined the urgent need for a
better understanding of water
quality changes during
extreme weather events, and
the mechanisms underlying
this.

“Climate change and
increases in drought and rain-
storms pose serious challenges
to our water management.
Not only is the availability of
water under pressure, but also
its quality. However, according
to the most recent IPCC
report our current under-
standing of this issue is inad-
equate,” noted the research led

due to climate hane’

byrDr Michelle van Vliet of

Utrecht University.

The team analysed 965
cases of river water quality
changes during extreme
weather such as drought, heat-
waves, rainstorms, and flood-
ing, as well as under long-term
(multidecadal) changes in cli-
mate. “We looked at various
water quality constituents
such as water temperature,
dissolved oxygen, salinity and
concentration of nutrients,
metals, microorganisms, phar-
maceuticals, and plastics,” said
van Vliet.

Improvements or mixed
responses in water quality are
also reported for some cases
owing to counteracting mech-
anisms, for example when
increased transport of pollu-
tants is offset by more dilution
during flood events, said the
study.

Water quality changes are
strongly driven by changes in
river discharge and water tem-
perature. Land use and other
human factors such as waste-
water treatment also shape
how this plays out.
“Understanding the complex
interplay between climate,
land use and human drivers,
which together influence the
sources and transport of pol-
lutants is crucial” added van
Vliet. The research also calls
for more data collection and
studies of water quality in
non-Western countries. “We
need better monitoring of
water quality in Africa and
Asia. Most water quality stud-
ies now focus on rivers and
streams in North America
and Europe”.
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Dainik Navjyoti
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