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Ammonia levels up even as supply
by Haryana down, crisis hkely D]B

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhiites may soon have to
face another water supply crisis with
Delhi Jal Board (DJB)claiming on Tues-
day that the pollutant levels in the Yamu-
na have gone seven times beyond the
maximum treatable limit, affecting the
operations at water treatment plants,
DJB vice-chairiman Raghav Chadhasa-
id a double whammy was being inflicted
upon Delhi by Haryana as the supply of
water had reduced and the water was high-
ly polluted with increased ammonia level.
Chadha said a pandemic was going on
and the Haryana government must wake
up. “We demand that the Haryana govern-
ment must supply water that it is legally
designated to, and within therange of trea-
table ppm. Ammonia levels up to lppm can
be treated, but the PPM levels are 7.6ppm
rightnow, which is untreatable,” he added.
DJB states that the pond-level of wa-
ter that should be maintained by Harya-
naat 674ft is currently at 670 ft.
“Thefestivalsof Navratriand Ramzan

DJB vice-chairman Raghav Chadha sald even
world-class treatment plants could not purify
and treat the water that was being supplied

have commenced, while Covid-19 is at its
peak. In the wake of this, we ave witnes-
sing an extremely disappointing and dis-
turbing picture in terms of water supply,”
Chadhasaid. “Even world-class water tre-
atment plants cannot purify and treat the
water that is being supplied,” he claimed.
Approximately 40% of the watersupplied
in Delhi is provided by Haryana.

The water supply will inevitably be im-
pacted in parts of central, south and west

says DJB., “In Wazirabad plant,

185MGD should be the optimum capacity,
which was reduced to 82MGD on Tuesday,
meaning a shortage of 53 million gallons
perday. In Chandrawal, we produce 2MGD
of water; which has been reduced to 71 In
Okhla, we produce 2IMGD and the shortfall
is 1IMGD. So, in total, 85MGD of the water
supply has been reduced,” an official said.

The areas likely to be affected include
0ld Secretariat, Civil Lines, Lahori Gate,
0ld Sabzi Mandi, Naya Bazaar, Peeli Kot-
hi, Malkaganj, Motia Khan, Jhandewa-
lan, Baraf’ Khana, Patparganj, Rajendra
Nagar, Karol Bagh, Central Secretariat,
Parliament House, President House and
Cantonment. Insouth Delhi, such localiti-
es include RK Puram, Vasant Vihar, Ak-
bar Road, Sarojini Nagar, Kalkaji, Tughla-
gabad, Giri Nagar, Lodhi Colony, Defence
Colony, Moolchand and Sundar Nagar.

Raj Ghat, Majnu Ka Tila, Ramlila Ma-
idan, DelhiGate, Punjabi Bagh, Mukher-
jee Nagar, Model Town, Hudson Lane,
AzadpurMandi, Shalimar Bagh and Bu-
rari arealso likely tobe impacted.
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{ FROM WEDNESDAY } CENTRAL, SOUTH AND WEST DELHI TO BE ‘SEVERELY HIT'

Blaming Haryana, AAP says
brace for shortage of water

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) vice-chairperson Raghav
Chadha on Tuedsay said that
large parts of Delhi are likely to
witness a shortage of water start-
ing Wednesday as Haryana, in
violation of the Supreme Court
guidelines, is reportedly releas-
ing lower than the mandated
share of Yamuna water to Delhi.
Chadha further said that the
neighbouring state has failed to
adhere to safe pollution levels.

Chadha called it “criminal
negligence”, and accused the
Haryana government of affect-
ing the Right to Life of Delhi
residents. “Haryana govern-
ment is deliberately trying to
play with the lives of people by
supplying polluted water that is
untreatable by world-class
treatment plants... We demand
that the Haryana government
must supply water that it is
legally designated to (Delhi), by
the Supreme Court, and within
the range of treatable PPM
(parts per million),” Chadha
said at a press biefing.

The AAP MLA said that water
supply will be “severely hit” in
parts of central, south and west
Delhi on Wednesday as the treat-
ment capacity of three water
treatment plants — Wazirabad,
Okhla and Chandrawal — were
affected by inadequate water
supply from Haryana. The situa-
tion is also worsened by the high
levels of ammonia in the
‘Yamuna water, he said.

Among the areas in Delhi that
are likely to experience water
shortage on Wednesday are
Vijay Nagar, Timarpur, Civil
Lines, Lahori Gate, Old Sabzi
Mandi, Motia Khan, Jhandewa-
lan, Baraf Khana, Patparganj,
Pusa Road, Rajinder Nagar,
Karol Bagh, Central Secretariat,
Parliament House, President
House, Vigyan Bhawan, Rakab
Ganj, India Gate, Janpath, North
Avenue, Cantonment, RK
Puram, Sarojini Nagar, Kalkaji
Tughlagabad, Lodhi Colony and
Defence Colony.

Chadha said that on Tuesday,
water production in Chandrawal
dropped from 92 MGD (million

Water shortage to hit city

The AAP said the capacity of three plants — Wazirabad, Okhla
were affected by inadequate water supply

and Chandrawal —
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gallons per day) to 71 MGD, and
in Okhla from 21 MGD to 10
MGD. “In total, 85 MGD of the
water supply has been reduced,”
he said.

DJB officials said that water
treatment plants can treat only
up to IPPM of water. According
to DJB's recording at 4pm on
Tuesday, PPM level reached an
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average of 7.6 across all water
treatment plants.

“The amount of pond-level
water that should be maintained
by Haryana should be 674 feet.
Today, it is just 670 feet...even if
it is reduced by 0.1 feet, it can
jeopardise the water supply,”
Chadha said.

A Haryana government

spokesperson was unavailable
for comment.

This is not the first standoff
between DJB and the Haryana
government. In January, the
Supreme Court had issued a
notice to the Haryana govern-
ment over high pollution levels
in the Yamuna over DJB's com-
plaint.
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TS may move SC
to block Centre’s
plan on Krishna

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, APRIL 13

The state government is
seriously exploring legal
options with the Supreme
Court to stall the Centre’s
move to notify the juris-
diction of Krishna River

Management Board
(KRMB).
Stating this, official

sources in the irrigation
department said this is in
view of reports from Delhi
that the Union Jal Shakti
ministry has completed
all the modalities and the
Centre is all set to notify
the jurisdiction of KRMB.

If notified, all the com-
mon projects on River
Krishna that serve both
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana would come
under the administrative
and operational control of
the board. The KRMB will
be the supreme authority
and both the states have
to seek KRMB approval to
take up any new projects.

The states will also have
to seek approval for con-
tinuation of the works on
irrigation projects that
were already started with-
out seeking approvals
from the apex council and
also for any redesigning
of the existing projects on
River Krishna.

As per the AP Reorgan-
isation Act, 2014, both
KRMB and GRMB (the
Godavari river manage-
ment board) were to be
constituted and their
jurisdiction notified with-
in 60 days from the date of
bifurcation of AP in June
2014. However, it

If notified, all the
common projects on River
Krishna that serve both
Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana would come
under the administrative
and operational control of
the board.

The KRMB will be the
supreme authority and
both the states have to
seek KRMB approval to
take up any new projects.

remained pending for
nearly seven years due to
lack of a consensus
between TS and AP.
Official sources said the
Telangana government
wants the Centre to notify
the KRMB jurisdiction
only after the Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal-
II finalised the allocation
of Krishna water to TS.
The AP government on
the other hand wants the
Centre to notify the juris-
diction at the earliest so
that the project manage-
ment would be in the
hands of the board, thus
ensuring transparency in

water allocation and
usage.
The TS government

fears that its projects on
River Krishna, namely
the Palamur-Rangareddy,
Dindi, will be in trouble if
the Centre notifies the
KRMB jurisdiction with-
out making water alloca-
tions.

M Page 2: TS, AP continue
to fight against each other
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TS, AP continue
to fight against
each other

From Page 1

The state government
has started these projects
without seeking appr-
ovals for water alloca-
tions.

The AP government had
already lodged a com-
plaint with the Union Jal
Shakti ministry as well as
the KRMB against the
Telangana government
taking up the Palamur-RR
and Dindi projects with-
out obtaining any water
allocation approvals.

The TS government too
lodged a complaint aga-
inst AP government for
taking up the Raya-
laseema lift irrigation
scheme (RLIS), diverting
Krishna water from
Srisailam without seek-
ing necessary approvals.

The second apex council
meeting was held in
October 2020 — which
was attended by the CMs
of TS and AP through
video conference mode.
At this, the Union Jal
Shakti minister Gajendra

TS GOVERNMENT too
lodged a complaint
against AP government
for taking up the
Rayalaseema lift irriga-
tion scheme, diverting
Krishna water from
Srisailam without seeking
necessary approvals.

Singh Shekhawat ann-
ounced that the ministry
had decided to notify the
jurisdiction of both
KRMB and GRMB.
Following this, the KRMB
has sent the draft work-
ing manual to the min-
istry.

The draft manual was
also circulated between
both the states several
times, but no consensus
could be reached.
However, as the TS gov-
ernment continued to
raise objections, the
Centre had in the last
apex council meeting said
the states’ consensus was
not needed and that it
would go ahead with the
Jjurisdiction notification.
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Ambedkar: A true nationalist
who wore many hats

By Arjun Ram Meghwal,
Union Minister

he nation celebrates the

130th Birth Anniversary of
Dr Ambedkar, A nationalist
figure whose ideas have an
indomitable spirit and inspira-
tion for every citizen for diving
into the nation-building exer-
cise.

However, his role as a social
reformer, chairman of the draft
committee of the Indian
Constitution, and as first Law
Minister of the nation is pri-
marily known. Still, he wore
many hats as a distinguished
economist, active politician,
eminent lawyer, labour leader,
great parliamentarian, fine
scholar, anthropologist, learned
professor &amp; orator, etc.,
among others.

Now, as the nation has
marked the beginning of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to
honour the 75 years of Indian
Independence, it becomes
imperative to reflect on the
multifaceted Dr Ambedkar in
entirety to grasp the gravity of
his ideas, his role as a nation
builder and actions taken there-
upon, to strengthen the social
fabric, building a just society

and stronger Nation.

Dr Ambedkar greatly pio-
neered as Institution Builder but
didn’t get deserved attention in
pages of history. The central
bank of the country, ie., the
Reserve Bank of India, concep-
tualized from the Hilton Young
Commission’s recommenda-
tion, which considered Dr
Ambedkars proposed guide-
lines in his book “The Problem
of Rupee- Its origin and its solu-
tion.

As a labour member in
Viceroy’s Executive Council
from 1942 to 1946, he evolved
numerous policies in the water,
power, and labor welfare sector
in the Nation’s best interest. His
farsightedness helped in estab-
lishing Central Water
Commission in the form of The
Central Waterways, Irrigation
and Navigation Commission
(CWINC), Central Technical
Power Board, Integrated water
resources Management through
establishing river valley author-
ity which actively considered
projects like the Damodar River
Valley Project, the Sone River
Valley Project the Mahanadi
(Hirakud Project), the Kosi and
others on river Chambal and
rivers of the Deccan region.




CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The India Meteorological
Department, Hyderabad,
has extended thunderstorm
warning for several districts
of Telangana by three days.
The officials warn that
moderate to heavy rains will
be witnessed in various
parts of the State till April17.
Earlier, the department had
predicted the thurderstorm
to pass by April14.
According to the latest
developments, experts warn
that thunderstorm accom-
panied with lightning, gusty
winds between 30 kmph and
40 kmph, and hailstorm are
very likely to occur at iso-
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Rains across State likely till April 17

Thunderstorm, accompanied with lightning and hailstorm, is

very likely to occur at isolated places across Telangana, says IMD.

lated places across Telan-
gana. Due to pre-monsoon
activities, Hyderabad is also
expected to witness heavy
rain in various parts of the

city on April 14. It informed
that rain or thunderstorm
would occur towards
evening across the city for
the next three-four days.

The officials have also is-
sued warning for people to
stay indoors as much as pos-
sible, The GHMC is already
in action and has alerted the
monsoon emergency teams
to ensure that citizens do
not face any inconvenience.

Districts including Hy-
derabad, Rangareddy, Med-
chal-Malkajgiri, Adilabad,
Rumram Bheem Asifabad,
Mancherial, Nirmal, Jagtial,
Pedapalli, Karimnagar, Ra-
janna Siricilla, Nizamabad,
Kamareddy, Sangareddy,
Medak, Vikarabad,
Narayanpet, Mahabubnagar,
Jogulamba Gadwal, Wana-
parthy will receive light to
moderate rains for the next
four days.

The Statesman 14-April-2021

683 natural water sourcesinJ&Kvanishedin11years

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 13 APRIL

In a startling state of affairs,
as many as 683 rivers, ponds
and other natural water
sources in Jammu and Kash-
mirhave vanishedin 11 years
causing a severe blow to the
environment of this fragile hilly
region.

The alarming figure of the
vanishing water sourcesin the
Union Territory has been
given by none else than Lt-Gov-
ernor Manoj Sinha while
reviewing the issues pertain-
ing to the water resources.

He disclosed that a survey
conducted in 1998 identified
1,248 natural water sources,
rivers, ponds etc. However dur-
ing a subsequent satellite
mappingin 2009 the number
was reduced to just 565 which
was a serious issue.

The Lt-Governor made it
clear that development was
necessary but not at the cost
of natural resources.

He observed that our UT
isrich in water resources, but
due to unplanned develop-
ment and increase in popu-
lation, the availability of clean
water is very much in danger
and hence, the management
and regulation of water
resources becomes more
important.

Sinha observed that nec-
essary focus was notgiven to

water resources management
in Jammu and Kashmir. There
have been many discussions
in the past on water resourc-
esdevelopment and manage-
ment, rehabilitation of rivers
and lakes and flood control,
butno concreteworkhasbe-
endone on the basis of them.
The Water Regulatory
Authority (WRA) was estab-
lished in 2012 and awater pol-
icywasalso plannedin2016-
17, but could not be imple-
mented in a scientific way.
The Lt-Governor said that
the bestwater resources man-
agement donein the world is
by Israel. Whetheritis drip irri-
gation, advance filtration,
water leakage detection, rain
water collection or treatment
system, all these techniques
were invented by Israel that
has given a revolutionary
contribution in water man-

agement system.

The UT administration
has appointed GS Jha as chair-
man of the WRA. He has rich
experience as chairman of
central water commission
and has resolved many pre-
vious issues.

Israeli expert Niv Pintow
gave a detailed presentation
on water resources manage-
ment and optimum devel-
opmentin J&K. Pertinently, Niv
and the team of Mekorot
Company has already done sig-
nificant work in Punjab and
Maharashtra in the field of
water resources management.

The Lt Governor further
said thata MoU hasalso been
signed with aspace agency of
England to provide neces-
sary inputs in formulation of
required plans to efficiently
tackle floodslike the one that
happened in 2014.



KV PRASAD

One of the
upticks of the
recent virtual
summit PM
Narendra
Modi had
with his Dutch
counterpart
Mark Rutte on
April 9 agreed
to elevate the
Joint Working
Group on
Water to the
Ministry-level
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Substantially deep

India’s $trategic water partnership’ with the Netherlands
covers a wide geographical spread and extensive engagement

s summer

approaches, water

becomes an impor-

tant topic of debate
and discussion in the coun-
try. Rising temperatures add to
the problem of supply of water
both for drinking and require-
ment for daily chores.

Keeping in view the impor-
tance of the subject, this month
India elevated its rather unique
understanding with the Neth-
erlands through the “Strate-
gic Water Partnership”. The
European country is famous
for its dykes to prevent floods
affecting daily life and is one
of the frontline countries and
a leader possessing technology
for water management.

With a fourth of the coun-
try under sea level, over the
past few decades, the King-
dom of Netherlands overcame
challenges posed by water by
harnessing technology in the
management of delta, flood
control, desalination of soil,
ports and inland waterways,
water recycling, converting
wastewater and conserving
energy.

Policies of the Modi Gov-
ernment focus on water secu-
rity and among its major
flagship missions include the
Jal Shakti Abhiyan and Jal Jee-
van Mission, Nal se Jal (Tap
water at homes). The last-
named ambitious programme
aims to supply piped drinking
water to 19 crore households
in the country by 2024.

Other programmes include
promoting water efficiency,
water to every farm, per drop

PM Modi with his Dutch counterpart, Mark Rutte (2017)

more crop and Namami Gange
Mission. India-The Nether-
lands partnership on water
management has an interest-
ing acronym ‘DIWALI” which
stands for ‘Dutch India Water
Alliance for Leadership Ini-
tiative’ in which Dutch water
management experts interact
with officials including those
working in Department of Sci-
ence and Technology research
programmes, and/or through
specialised organisations like
Indian Institute of Hydrology,
the Water Resources Minis-
try at the Centre and simi-
lar organisations in the State
governments.

One of the upticks of the
recent virtual summit PM
Narendra Modi had with his
Dutch counterpart Mark Rutte
on April 9 agreed to elevate the

Joint Working Group on Water
to the Ministry-level so that
different programmes by the
Ministry can come up with a
coherence strategy.

Another programme with
The Netherlands goes by an
equally interesting acronym
LOTUS HR (Local Treatment
of Urban Sewage Streams for
Healthy Reuse). The joint col-
laborative project between
universities and companies
funded by the Department of
Bio-Technology and the Dutch
NWW-TTW, which began in
2017 is to study technologies
for anaerobic sewage.

Launched in October 2019,
the programme aims to clean
Delhi’s Barapulla drain —
considered one of the dirti-
est drains flowing into River
Yamuna. It is a holistic pro-

gramme to recover water,
energy and nutrients from
urban wastewater, which could
be replicated to other drains.
Besides addressing water
issues, it does help in tackle
the problem of sewerage.

Another area of work by
the Dutch is involvement in
the Clean Ganga campaign.
This area witnessed work
in leather tanneries in Kan-
pur and Unnao encourag-
ing industries there to adopt
eco-friendly technologies and
check the flow of polluted
water into the sacred river.

In Uttar Pradesh, another
project underway is work on
the conservation of water. It
is through adopting efficient
agriculture practices. Sugar-
cane is widely grown across
the Western part of the state
and sugar mills dot the region.

A Dutch group is also
working with manufacturers
of textiles and leather in Guja-
rat. The primary concern is to
tackle issues of solid waste and
wastewater and in Punjab, sim-
ilar activities are taken in the
textile-finishing cluster in Lud-
hiana, known for its hosiery
and woollen industries.

Now consider the geo-
graphical spread of this bilat-
eral engagement in just one
sector. In West Bengal, the
Dutch are undertaking a pilot
project in the Sundarbans
region to begin re-using some
of the old creeks. The task
involves replacing the salty
water occupying the creeks
with fresh water.

Down south, Chennai

city faces an acute shortage
of water year after year. It is
taking part in a programme
called “Water as a leverage for
Resilient Cities Asia”. Here the
Dutch Government is funding
a design programme. It entails
a design development in
which infrastructural propos-
als would be developed into
implementable projects. The
Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank and The Nether-
lands Development Finance
Company is backing it.

Cooperation between the
two countries in this sector
is just about intensifying and
the roadmap looks impres-
sive. Besides announcing the
Strategic Partnership, after the
Summit both Prime Ministers
discussed how to widen the
bilateral cooperation in new
areas,

A glimpse of the breadth
of engagement can be anal-
ysed from what came up for
discussion. Water budgeting,
cost-effective decentralised
treatment technologies, con-
verting wastewater to energy,
application of Artificial Intel-
ligence in decision making,
non-point pollution source
assessment and abatement,
mapping of ecosystem services,
reclaiming river space basin
protection against disasters
and river hazard management.

Water is the spring of life
and countries are working
on an agenda to ensure water
security amid concerns of pos-
sible global war over “White
Gold”

Views expressed are personal
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