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New Delhi: New Delhi Muni-
cipal Council claims to have
become the first civic body in
the city to obtain the Water+
certificate from the Union ho-
using & urban affairs mini-
stry. To achieve this, NDMC
adopted several initiatives for
the treatment of wastewater,
safe discharge of sewage from
community/public toilets and
residential or commercial
areas, cleaning using mecha-
nised equipment and instal-
ling sewer treatment plants,

al establishments is

The Water+ certificate is
given by the ministry under
the Swachh Bharat Mission.
NDMC claimed touse100% ut-
ilise unfiltered water for hor-
ticultureand non-potable pur-
poses. The certification impli-
es that all wastewater created
by households and cgmmerci-

_ }vated to
a satisfactory level before dis-
chargein the environment,

*We worked on numerous
factors to meet the reguire-
ment of the certification, such
asensuring100% separation of
sewerage and drainage, their
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NDMC bags + certificate for zero untreated water

mperomﬁﬂlhﬁleﬁ'
ning and treatment of
wastewater" said an
NDMC official. “The-
se steps are in line
with the central go-
vernment’s focus on
water  conservation
and reuse in conso-
nance with sustainab-
le development goals on clean
water and sanitation.”

Dathi Jal Board currently
stipplies NDMC with around
120 million litres of drinking

water per day. Of this, 85% be-

comes wastewater after being

WASTEWATER

used for purposes like
washing, toilet flus-
hing, kitchen use, etc.
To treat this water ata
decentralised level,
therearel0sewagetre-
atment plants instal-
led at the moment and
these are fully opera-
tional in the local
parks. These STPs treat water
collected from residential co-
lonies and slum areas and ma-
ke them reusable for horeicul-

ture purposes. The capacity of

these plants ranges aro
100500 kilolitres per

plant, said the NDMC official.
Besides, at least 12 big ho-
telsinthe NDMCarea havealso
installed small plants on their
complexes fo treat the waste-
water, thereby contributing to
the civie body's initiative.
Theofficial revealed, “The
remaining and major quanti-
ty of the wastewater goes to
the STP at Okhla. NDMC pays
for its part in the process of
treating the wastewater. After
treatment, aportion of the un-

filtered/wastewater is suppli-

ed to the HG:% mservoir

r near Yash

is under the purview of
CPWD. From there, it goes to
parks, gardens, green space,
complexes and lawns in Luty-
ens'Delhi, mcludinsthosebe
longingto CPWD.”

For the mechanical clea-
ning of sewer lines, suction
and jetting machineries are
engaged to be put into use at
regular intervals, “To verify
these facts, the agency enga-
ged by the urban affairs mini-
stry conducted a physical

‘surveyof theamaandweper

uite well in all p
&Iaimedﬂm

Emed
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Managing wastewater

‘Water plus’ Indore gives country exemplary goals

been bagging the cleanest city tag for four years in succession, has

set an exemplary standard for wastewater management. Even as
most cities are still struggling to effectively tackle the eyesores of mounds
of dirt and waste dotting them, Indore seems to have commendably stream-
lined its sanitation strategy as a sustainable one. Replicating this template,
the city residents and administrators took on the new challenge with equal
gusto and went all guns blazing to become the nation's first ‘water plus' city.
Earning this credit under Swachh Survekshan-2021 is not a cakewalk, for it
entails acing a strict set of criteria. But Indore has showed that it is doable.

The other cities should learn a trick or two from Indore. Single-minded
and determined efforts to ensure that no dirty or untreated wastewater
escapes into any drain, nullah or river as well as the reuse of greywater hold
the key. It calls for the identification of polluting industries and
homes/shanties spilling waste directly into water bodies. Having connect-
ed the outfalls of the dwellers living around nullahs and drains (around
5,000) with drainage pipes and ensuring that the effluents of commercial
establishments (around 2,000) are treated properly before release, Indore is
on the much-needed path of freeing its rivers from pollution. Reusing 30 per
cent of wastewater in gardening or construction activities and having clean
public toilets linked with sewers are its other laudable achievements.

Only if every town and city emulates Indore will India truly head
towards bettering its water quality and, consequently, the health of its cit-
izens. With an estimated 70 per cent of freshwater sources contaminated
and unpotable, it shamefully ranks among the bottom three of 122 coun-
tries in this respect. Only a drastic reduction in the almost 40 million litres
of largely untreated wastewater entering the water bodies daily can help
reverse the damage. Every penny of the crores of rupees sanctioned to
mitigate the problem must be accounted for and decision-makers held
responsible for lapses in output. We cannot afford any more slip-ups.

3 FTER setting sanitation goals for the country, Indore, which has



PNS W LUCKNOW/BALLIA

Chief Minister  Yogi
Adityanath conducted an
aerial survey of the flood-affect-
ed areas of Ghazipur and Ballia
districts on Friday and later
interacted with flood-ravaged
people in these districts and
assured them all possible help
from the government.
"Swollen rivers have affect-
ed 24 districts of Uttar Pradesh
and 600 villages are badly hit.
We have deployed State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF),
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and a nodal
officer for each flood-hit area.
Like we handled the coron-
avirus pandemic effectively and
we will also handle the flood sit-
uation,” the chief minister said
while interacting with the media
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Yogi surveys flood-hit areas

on Friday afternoon.

Yogi added, “The main rea-
son for the swelling of UP
rivers is release of water from
Kota barrage in Rajasthan,
Matatila in MP and Hathni
Kund dam in Haryana. In Ballia,
34 villages are flooded, affecting
a population of 1.25 lakh. I have
earlier reviewed the flood situ-

ation in Bhadohi, Chandauli
and Mirzapur districts.”
Talking on women’s safety
in flood-relief camps, the chief
minister said that women con-
stables had been deployed in
each camp and officials of the
district administration had been
directed to seek the cooperation
of public figures in the distrib-

ution of relief materials.

In Ballia, Yogi met the
affected people at Saraswati
Vidya Mandir in Maldeypur
and distributed relief material.

The water levels of the
Ganga and Yamuna rivers have
crossed the danger mark at
several places in Uttar Pradesh.
In Varanasi, the Ganga was
flowing 72 centimeters above
the danger mark after eight
years.

Meanwhile, teams of NDRF
have been conducting rescue
operations for flood victims.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had a detailed conversation
with the Varanasi district
administration about the flood
situation in his parliamentary
constituency and assured all
possible support.
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DMK GOVERNMENT BATS FOR
CLEAN AND GREEN CHENNAI

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

A slew of announcements of newer projects in stormwater
drains, bridges and assurance to implementation of projects
announced by previous governments was Chennai’s take
away in the budget 2021.

Despite the State reeling under financial stress due to pan-
demic, the DMK’s announcements and commitment to fast-
track projects for Chennai also gain significance as the party
won all the 16 Assembly constituencies here. Under this
project, the city would also be wall poster-free.

Finance Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan announced that
DMK’s pet project ‘Singara Chennai’ will be taken up at a
cost of T500 crores. As much as 22,350 crores
were announced for Smart City projects and
1,450 crores for Amrut Scheme. The
project, he said, would focus on a clean and &
green city with every household receiving |
water connection. v g

He has also announced the implementa- %
tion of integrated stormwater drain .
projects in the Kosasthalaiyar River at a
cost of ¥87 crores. The project would re-
duce flooding in north Chennai areas
mainly Tiruvottiyur, Manali, and Madha- 22056 crores
varam. Chennai Corporation officials said  zpnounced foran
the works for this stormwater drain project  ynderground
would begin before monsoon season. sewage system for

“Recently, we had held meetings to fast- all added areas of
track the project and the budgets were re- Chennaisuchas
vised accordingly,” said a Corporation Ambattur,
official. Tiruvottiyur, and

The construction of three flyovers will Is’z:;tl?:fa nalli
be taken up by the bridges department of §
Chennai Corporation at a cost of 335 Palanivel Thiaga
crores. Finance Minister PTR announced Rajan,FM
that the bridges will be built at South Us-
man road in T Nagar, near Ganeshapuram
Subway and Konnur High road Strathans Road. Officials
with the bridges department said that the flyovers are built
mainly to decongest the localities in evening times. “Traffic
here lasts for hours in the evenings during peak hours. We
would look to complete these projects by 2022 end at the max-
imum,” said an official.

Rajan also announced 2,056 crores for an underground
sewage system for all added areas of Chennai such as Am-
battur, Tiruvottiyur, and parts of Sholinganallur, while an-
other 2,371 crore have been allotted for preventing overflow
of sewage into waterways.

Meanwhile, a feasibility report to transport Krishna water
from Andhra to Chennai is also on the cards.
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‘Move to build 1,000 check dams great, but barrages would be better’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i Thanjavur

FARMERS of Thanjavur dis-
trict have welcomed the con-
struction of 1,000 check dams
and barrages, which has been
mentioned in the Budget pre-
sented by Finance Minister
PTR Palanivel Thiaga Rajan on
Friday. However, farmers from
the tail-end areas of delta have
their reservations that building
more check dams might dimin-

ish prospects of farming and
they prefer barrages.
Swamimalai 8 Vimalnathan,
district secretary of Cauvery
Delta Farmers Welfare Associa-
tion, said it is a welcome an-
nouncement and pointed out
that farmers association have
been demanding more check
dams across rivers, including
the Cauvery and its branches.
“These check dams should
come up across rivers where
ever "A" channels branch out to
supply water to B, C, D chan-
nels which supply water to the

fields. However, if illegal sand budget. He also welcomed the
mining from rivers is not proposal to restore the capacity
stopped, the building of check of reservoirs in Tamil Nadu, in-
dams would become mean- cluding Mettur, which is the
ingless,” he said. backbone of the irriga-
P R Pandian, presi- tion in the Cauvery del-
dent of the coordina- ta districts.
tion committee of the Sami Natarajan,
All Farmers Associa- State secretary of Tamil
tions of Tamil Madu, Madu Farmers Associa-
also welcomed the propos- tion, said the check dams
al to build check dams. He, would augment the availabil-
however, wanted the construc- ity of water for irrigation
tion of the check dams to be across the State and also be use-
completed within five years in-  ful for collecting rainwater. He
stead of 10 as announced inthe  also welcomed the proposal to

renovate 200 tanks across the
district to increase water hold-
ing capacity and supply it for
irrigation. Natarajan hailed the
measures announced to stand-
ardise 50 system minor irriga-
tion tanks every year starting
from this fiscal, and the TN Wa-

50 minor

IRRIGATION TANKS WILL BE
STANDARDISED EVERY YEAR

ter Resource Information Man-
agement System to be imple-
mented at a cost of T30 crore.

P Ravindhran, a farmers’
leader from Killai in Cuddalore
district, said, “If more check
dams are constructed, it may af-
fect water reaching the tail-end
farmlands. Also, there is anoth-
er factor that storage of water
in check dams will lead to wast-
age through evaporation. So,
instead of check dams, the gov-
ernment can go for building
barrages. Already there is defi-
cit in monsoon. In this situa-

tion, more check dams may af-
fect agriculture in tail-end delta
region. Also, if river water does
not drain into the sea, marine
resources will also get affected.
Sobarrages are any day a better
option than check dams.”
Goundampatti Subramanian,
a farmer from Karur district,
said, “Construction of more
check dams across the Cauvery
and the Kollidam will help in
recharging groundwater at
many places. They will also
help in farmers getting water
whenever it is required.”
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FE BUREAU

Keeping pace

Kharif sowing deficit narrows further,
paddy acreage at last year's level

Sowing area under
paddy, main kharif cereal,
reached 34.92 million
hectare as on Friday, just
0.6% lower than the year-
ago level. The
government had set
paddy production target
at 104.3 million tonne,
almost at par with last
season. Deficit in sowing
areas of all kharif crops
narrowed down to 2% as
on August 13, as against
5% two weeks ago. The
total acreage reached
93% of the season's
normal area of 107.3
million hectare whereas
by this time last year
sowing had crossed 94%
of the normal. The dry
spell over past week in
most parts of the country
will also help in the
growth of the crops.

Kharif sowing*
% change (against year-ago level)

-0.6' Paddy
Pulsei 15

29- Qilseeds

-2.1- Coarse cereals
EAa— "

Sugarcan‘ 15

-1.8- All crops

*As of August 13;
Source: agriculture ministry

Reservoir level (% of capacity)

T Aug 12, 20-21

il
i

#10-yr average;
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Normal level?
|

5o 55

Monsoon rainfall
(June 1-Aug 13)
(% change from LPA)

A

South peninsul

Source: IMD

J

Source: Central Water Commission
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