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Gem to revive 50 water bodies to improve groundwater levels

There are also plans to encourage more rainwater harvesting in the city next vear

PIYUSH OHRIE

GURUGRAM: To improve the
grounduwater situation in Guru-
gram, the district administra-
tion has set a target of reviving
over 50 water bodies in the dis-
trict. In addition to revival of
water bodies, it is also plan-
ning to develop green areas or
parks around some of the water
bodies where additional land is
available,

The Haryana government
had started Gurujal initiative,
a public private partnership
model to revive water bodies
and also find ways to enhance

groundwater reserves.

Ever since Gurujal has
begun functioning from late
2018, over 12 water bodies have
been revived in and around
Gurugram. The pace of work

for the revival has been affected B

in the last two years due to
COVID-19. However, with
the situation slightly improv-
ing now on the COVID front
and the district administration
is once again expected to expe-
dite the process.

Inaddition to restoration of
some water bodies like Wazi-
rabad and Sikanderpur, the
Gurugram district administra-

tion in partnership with sev-  up more water bodies espe- more residential and commer-
eral multinational companies  cially in the Aravalli forests. ~cial establishments in the city
and civil society members are  There are also plans toencour-  in 2022,

also in the process of setting age rainwater harvesting in

In what has proved to be

a major concern for long, the
levels of ground water situa-
tion continue to dip in Guru-
gram and it only seems to be

| deteriorating every vear.

Despite the prevalence

B o COVID-19 in the last few

months resulting in less con-
struction and building activ-
ities, groundwater level has
further dipped to 36.99 meters
this year in 2021. According to
the Haryana government fig-
ures in 2020, the groundwater
had gone down to the level of
36.21 meters. In 2019, it was
35.85 meters and 33.23 meters
in 2018.
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Mullaperiyar water level hovering
around 142 feet for past 2 weeks

Continuous rain in the catchment areas in Kerala has been cited as the reason

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

CHENNAI

The water level of the Mulla-
periyar dam has been hover-
ing around 142 ft consecu-
tively for the last two weeks.
This is the current maximum
permissible level since the
dispute over the dam was
raised in 1979.

An official of the Water Re-
sources Department points
out that though there had
been several instances of the
water level touching the 142-
ft mark, the duration of such
occasions was very short —
one or two days. But this
time, thanks to the almost
continuous rain in the catch-
ment areas, the water level
of the dam has remained
around 142 ft.

A perusal of the data on
water levels of the dam in
the last two weeks reveals

Upper limit: The current maximum permissible levelis 142 ft

since the dispute over the dam was raised in 1979.

that it was on November 29
that the level almost touched
142 ft — It was 141.9 ft then. As
the inflow was about 2,200
cubic feet per second (cu-
secs), the discharge through
the tunnels was 1,867 cusecs
and through the river, 833
cusecs. Given the dam's posi-
tion, when the release takes
place through the river, the
water flows westward, to

Kerala. The situation gets re-
versed if the drawal of water
is done through the tunnels.

The next day, the water le-
vel went up to the maximum
permissible limit of 142 ft.

[As per the existing regu-
lations of the Central Water
Commission, the water level
could touch the 142-ft-mark
only on November 30.]

The level remained at 142

ft for two more days. After a
dip in the level for a few
days, it rose again to the per-
missible mark.

December 6 was an event-
ful day as the discharge
through the river was about
5,690 cusecs, and on Decem-
ber 7, it was 4,060 cusecs.
On those two days, the dra-
wal through the tunnels was
in the range of 1,200 cusecs
to 1,670 cusecs. Again, on
December 9, the level rose to
142 ft and was static till De-
cember 11.

On Monday, the water le-
vel stood at 141.95 ft. The dis-
charge through the tunnels
was 700 cusecs and through
the river, 144 cusecs. The in-
flow was 1,146 cusecs.

Meanwhile, the Cauvery
Water Management Authori-
ty is scheduled to hold its
meeting on December 17.
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SC puts off Krishna water
dispute hearing till 2022

It has been scheduled for January 10

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day adjourned to next year
the hearing of the dispute
among the neighbouring
States of Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka on
the allocation of Krishna
water.

A Bench led by Justice
DY. Chandrachud sche-
duled the case for hearing
on January 10.

In the previous hearing in
November, Telangana had
submitted that there was no
information  forthcoming
from Karnataka for the past
14 years about how much
Krishna water it had
diverted.

In turn, Karnataka had ar-

gued that a lot water was go-
ing to waste, “flowing down
into the ocean” and there
was a need to harness it for
irrigation and to replenish
dry regions.

Karnataka had sought the
vacation of a November 16,
2011 order of the Supreme
Court which stopped the
Centre from publishing in
the Official Gazette the final
order of the Krishna Water
Disputes Tribunal.
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CycloneJawad: Central team
completes field visit to Odisha

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
BHUBAMESWAR, 13 DECEMBER

A six-member inter-ministe-
rial teamn led by SauravRay, Joint
Secretaryat Ministryof Home
Affairs, completed its field visit
toassessdamages causeddue
to remnantsofcycloneJawad
in Odisha, an official said on
Monday.

After visiting the affected
areas of Ganjam, Puri, Jagats-
inghpur, Cuttack, Jajpur and
Kendrapara districts, the team
helda discussion with Odisha
government officials here on
Monday.

Baymentioned that they saw
heavy loss to farmers at the
ground-level caused by the
cyclonic rain. He opined that
the famers who suffered loss
needed governmental sup-
portand assistance, said an offi-
cial.

Thefield-level assessment
of damages caused due to
remnants of cyclone in the
state would be completed
within a week and the report
will be submitted to the Cen-
tral team, the official said.

As per very preliminary
estimates, standing crop on
more than 5.78 lakh hectares
areain131blocks of 12 districts
wereseverelydamageddue to
the natural disaster. The affect-
ed districts are -- Ganjam,
Bhadrak, Puri, Cuttack, Bala-
sore, Kendrapara, Keonjhar,
Khordha, Jagatsinghpur, Naya-
garh, Jajpur and Mayurbhanj.

ChiefSecretary Suresh Chan-
dra Mahapatra there was
bumpercrop in manydistricts
thisyear. The crops were almost
inripening conditionwhen the
cyclone came near Odisha
coast causing heavy rainfall.

The farmers were given
advisoriestoharvestthecrop,
and bring those to safe places
as per the forecast of Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD). The farmers also tried
their best.

However, alltheripened crop
couldnotbe harvested and col-
lected within a short span of
time. Besides, many variety
of paddies and other major
crops were nearing the ripen
stage, the ChiefSecretarypoint-
ed out at the meeting.
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Water woes

Govt apathy causes floods as well as drinking
water shortage in Chennai every year

ut for isolated rains, the Northeast monsoon that torments Tamil Nadu has now
Bstarted subsiding. Chennai, which was flooded in November, is yet to return to
normal. Pools of water dot the main thoroughfare of Mount Road while subur-
ban roads remain flooded. Local body officials are working overtime to pump out to
the Bay of Bengal the floodwaters caused by the monsoon. In the metropolis and other
adjoining cities, it has become a routine affair since 2002. Had the Government lis-
tened to experts and implemented a foolproof storm water drain system, Chennai’s
drinking water needs could have been met easily, says Dr S Vincent, former member
' secretary, Tamil Nadu State Council for Science and
Technology, who has studied the problem since 2002
and alerted the powers that be about the poor con-
ditions of the SWD as well as waste water drainage
network in the city. But our rulers are more interest-
ed in continuing with their legal battle over Cauvery
river water sharing with neighbouring Karnataka. The
only ones benefiting from this perpetual court war
are the high-end lawyers of the Supreme Court though
a permanent solution remains elusive.
If Karnataka does not receive adequate rainfall
' during the Southwest monsoon, the Cauvery dries
up and the State starts sneezing, resulting in Tamil Nadu getting a cold. Had there
been a proper rainwater harvesting system in Chennai and suburbs, there would not
have been any drinking water shortage in the metropolis but the politicians prefer to
have piecemeal solutions such as water trains. The Tamil Nadu Government hasn’t
taken a single initiative to date to address the perennial water shortage and to mit-
igate floods, which have become an annual ritual. The situation in Bengaluru is no
different. The ‘Pensioners’ Paradise’ has lost its charm and is rated as one of the
most polluted metros in south India. Gone are the water bodies and lakes that pro-
vided drinking water to the city residents. The metropolis is in an ever-growing mode
and there are no more water sources to quench people’s thirst. The city got “super
saturated” long back with people, buildings and other establishments, robbing it of
the water bodies it boasted of, according to political commentator and environmen-
talist Manohar Yadavatti. We have to go for out-of-the-box solutions that would bring
credibility to politicians and succour to the population.
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