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{ MY INDIA } WATER DIVERSION

SC rejects Goa plea
on Mhadei dispute

plea for an interim stay on the clearances the Central
Water Commission has granted to Karnataka for its
proposal to divert waters of the River Mhadei. It said
its earlier order that no work on the diversion will be
carried out until all permissions are in place was still
in force. The Supreme Court agreed to hear the
matter in July. Chief minister Pramod Sawant
welcomed the order saying it will help “safeguard
Goa'sinterests and protect our Mhadei” He added
the court has reiterated the directions on obtaining
all permissions. Goa's advocate general Devidas
Pangam said the state was given the liberty to
approach the Supreme Court in case Karnataka takes
up any construction to divert the waters. Goa filed
the interim plea seeking a stay on the Commission's
approval to divert waters and on any construction
that Karnataka may intend to carry out. P11

SC DECLINES GOA'S
PLEA FOR STAY ON
MOVE TO DIVERT
MHADEI WATER

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantines.com

PANAJI: The Supreme Court on
Monday rejected Goa’s plea for
an interim stay on the clearances
granted to Karnataka for its pro-
posal to divert waters of the
Mhadei river.

The distribution of the Mhadei
— spelt Mahadayi in Karnataka —
water has remained a major dis-
pute between Goa and Karnataka
for years, with the former oppos-
ing the Central Water Commis-
sion's decision to allow diversion
of 3.9 tme (thousand million cubic
metre] water from Kalasa and
Banduri streams that feed the
wesi-flowing river in the upper
reaches of the Western Ghats.

The court, in its earlier order,
said nowork onthe diversion will
be carried out until all permissions
are in place was still in force, The
Supreme Court agreed to hear the
matter in July.

Goa CM Pramod Sawant wel-
comed the order, saying it will
help “safeguard Goa's interests
and protect our Mhadei™.

Goa's advocaie general Devidas
Pangam said the state was given
the liberty to approach the
Supreme Court n case Karnataka
takes up any construction to divert
the waters. Goa filed the interim
plea seeking a stay on the Commis-
sion’s approval to divert waters
and on any construction that Kar-
nataka may intend to carry out.

Both Goa and Karnataka have
Bharativa Janata Party (BJP) gov-
ernment, Opposition parties in
Goa in the pastalleged CM Saw-
ant was not taking the Mhadei
issue seriously to help the BIP in
poll-bound Kamataka.

Goa has oppcsed any diversion
of water from Mhadei, which
originates in the Western Ghats
in Karnataka, takes a detour via
Maharashtra and enters Goa as
the Mandovi. Both the Goa and
Karnataka have, for different rea-
sons, challenged the Mahadayi
Interstate Water Disputes Tribu-
nal's verdict in 2018 that granted
Karnataka 13.42 tmc of water,
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Countrywide aquifer mapping
by March, govt informs RS

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Aquifer (water-
bearing strata of permeable
rock or sand) mapping of the
entire country will be com-
pleted by March, government
told Rajya Sabha on Monday.
The mapping exercise, an im-
portant tool for ground water
resource management, has
beenon since 2012,

In response to a question,
the Jal Shakti (water re-
sources)ministry said out of
the total geographical area
of around 33 lakh sq km of
the country, around 25 lakh
sq km of mappable area has
been identified to be covered
under the aquifer mapping
programme. “So far, an area
of 24.5 lakh sq km (as on De-
cember 30, 2022) has been cov-
ered under the programme.
The remaining areas are tar-

Rajasthan has the
largest targeted
area (3,34,152

sq km) for
coverage under
aquifer mapping
followed by MP
(2,69,349 sq km)

geted to be covered by March
2023,"” said the ministry, refer-
ring to the ongoing Aquifer
Mapping and Management
Programme (NAQUIM).
Taken up by the Central
Ground Water Board, NA-
QUIM is aimed to delineate
aquifer disposition and their
characterisation for prepara-
tion of area-specific ground
water management plans
with community participa-
tion. The management plans
areshared with therespective

state governments for taking
appropriate water resource
management measures
through appropriate usage.
Rajasthan hasthe largest
targeted area(3,34,152sq km)
for coverage under aquifer
mapping followed by Mad-
hya Pradesh(2,69,349 sq km),
Maharashtra (2,59,914 sqg
km), Uttar Pradesh (2,41,345
sq km) and Karnataka
(1,91,791 sq km). Entire tar-
geted area of Rajasthan has
already been completed.
The other states/UTs
where their targeted areas
have already been mapped
include Bihar (90,567 sq km),
Jharkhand (76,705 sq km),
Haryana (44,179 sq km), Ker-
ala (28,088 sq km), Uttarak-
hand (11,430 sq km), Goa
(3,702 sq km), J&K (9,506 sq
km) and Delhi (1,483 sq km)
amongothers.
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Centre pulls up AMC
for drawing IOMLD

eroundwater ‘illegally’

CGWB Asks Civic
Body To Register
Its 598 Borewells

Jignesh Parmar

@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: The Ahmed-
abad Municipal Corporation
is one of the biggest consu-
mers of groundwater in the
cityv. And, according to the
central ground water board
(CGWB), the civic body might
also be one of the biggest law-
breakers as it draws around
110 million litres of ground-
water “illegally” every day
from 598 unregistered bore-
wells in the city.

The board has now issued
a show cause notice to the
AMC, asking it to register the
borewells and obtain a no
objection certificate (NOC)
before drawing water from
these sources.

The Ministry of Water Re-
sources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation is-
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sued a gazette notification in
December 2018 seeking com-
pulsory registration of bore-
wells,

»Continued on P5

AMC was told in 2019 to register borewells

» Continued from P1

in 2019 to the then mu-

nicipal commissioner,
informing him it was manda-
tory toregister borewellsand
get an NOC from the board.

The board also issued a
notice, making it mandatory
for authorities or units in
GIDC consuming 10 kilo lit-
res of groundwater daily to
seek an NOC from the CGWB
regional office before Sep-
tember 30, 2022,

Since then, the board has
processed 4,000 of the 10,000
applications it received from
industrial and commercial
units. In contrast, the board
received just 10 applications
from residential societies.

Meanwhile, the AMC,
with 598 functional bore-
wells in the city, did not sub-

P['he CGWB sent a letter
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mit any application. Of the
598 borewells, 309 are isola-
ted or abandoned, while wa-
ter isdrawn from 289 and sent
to municipal water distribu-
tion stations. In all, the AMC
has the capacity to draw app-
roximately 300 million litres
daily (MLD) from these bore-

wells. Currently, the civic bo-
dy draws and supplies
110MLD to the public water
distribution system.

A senior CWGB official,
refusing to be named, said,
“The officials in the state wa-
ter resources department
told the board that govern-
ment agencies do not come
under the ambit of the gazet-
tenotification.”

A senior AMC official sa-
id, “At the state level, it has
been argued that groundwa-
teraccessisconsideredanin-
dividual's easement right.
The 2019 notice caused confu-
sion between the state and
the Centre over the ground-
water issue, so the board did
not issue a notice in 2020. Ho-
wever, it issued a show cause
notice to the AMC last Fri-
day”
The AMC caters toa popu-

lation of 72 lakh. A drinking
water network of 4,500km
has been laid in the city. Cur-
rently, thecity holdsthecapa-
city to process 2,130MLD sur-
face water, of which only
1,700MLD water is consu-
med. About 110 million litres
of water are drawn from bo-
rewells daily.

The CGWB recently rele-
ased a block-wise groundwa-
ter resources assessment re-
port for 2022, The report con-
sists of the status of ground-
water for all 7,089 blocks in
the country, of which 252
blocks are in Gujarat. Of the-
se, 189are in the safecategory,
while23are in the over-explo-
ited categorv “Ahmedabad
city North Gujarat, and
Kutch blocks have been in-
cluded in the exploited cate-
goryof the CGWB," says a se-
nior CGWB official.
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Mabhadayi: Supreme Court
refuses to stay K’taka s project

Asks state to obtain statutory
nod before proceeding further

MEW DELHI, DHNS

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to re-
strain Karnataka from
the implementation of the
Mahadayi diversion project
based on the Central Water
Commission’s latestapproval.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and M M Sundresh
disposed of a plea by Goa to

issue orders to Karnataka
from going ahead with the
project.

The court, however, asked
Karnataka to take all statutory
clearance before going ahead
with the project.

The Goa government chal-
lenged the Central Water
Commission’s (CWC) latest
nod given to the Karnataka
government’srevised detailed

project report (DPR) for the
Mahadayi diversion scheme,

Goa said that if Karnataka
goes ahead with the project,
it would lead to the large-
scale destruction of forests in
the ecologically-rich Western
Ghats.

The Karnataka government
last year submitted a revised
proposal abou: the Mahadayi
project whick involved the
diversion of Mahadayi river
water through Kalasa and
Banduri Nala. The project
received approval from the
Central Wate: Commission
recently.

However, the Goa govern-
ment’s pleas to challenge the
Mahadavi Water Dispute Tri-

bunal’s final award are still
pending, the Supreme Court
is expected to hear the peti-
tion soon.

The Mahadayi project pro-
poses to supply drinking water
to parched areas of Belagavi,
Hubballi-Dharwad districts
and surrounding areas.

However, Goa has been op-
posing the project saying that
the diversion of river water
would dry up the Mahadayi
(also called Mandovi) river,
the lifeline of the state.

Goa Chief Minister Pra-
mod Sawant welcomed the
Supreme Court's order,

According to the apex
court, Karnataka still cannot
carry out diversion of the riv-
erwateruntil all requisite per-
missions required to build the
infrasmructure for the project
are obtained, hesaid.
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Not a pipe dream
Functional tap water is a basic necessity
that must be provided to all households

‘ mong the marquee schemes that the go-

vernment hopes to showcase ahead of

the general election next yvear is the Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM). The aim here is to provide
piped water to every rural household by 2024. In
the Budget address, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman apportioned 69,684 crore, a 27% in-
crease, from the 354,808 crore from the revised
estimates of financial year 2022. However, the
outlay reflects the extent of the work that re-
mains. Of the targeted 19.3 crore rural house-
holds, only 3.2 crore had piped water in August
2019. The JIM dashboard on the Jal Shakt Minis-
try website says that as of February 2023, over 11
crore households, or about 57% of the targeted,
now have tap water. While that is an impressive
jump in percentage points for three years, it will
be difficult with only 12 months to go to ensure
that the remaining 47% are connected. So far, on-
ly the States of Goa, Gujarat, Haryana and Telan-
gana have reported 100% coverage of eligible
households with piped water, with Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh nearly there at over 97%. Ex-
cluding these, only 10 other States or Union Terri-
tories have reported over 60% coverage. Large,
populous States such as Uttar Pradesh and Rajas-
than have reported only 30% coverage, and Mad-
hya Pradesh, around 47%.

A fully functional tap water connection is de-
fined as a household getting at least 55 litres of
potable water per capita per day all through the
vear; however, local reports suggest that despite
having a tap connection, several village house-
holds revert to their local groundwater resources
as the quality of supplied tap water is inadequate.
Few independent assessments of the scheme ex-
ist. A sample survey of around 3,00,000 eligible
households that was commissioned by the Minis-
try of Water Resources to assess the functioning
of the scheme found only three-fourths of them
reported water seven days a week, and, on aver-
age, households were getting water for only three
hours a day. While over 90% of institutions such
as anganwadis and schools reported access to tap
water, several of them reported high levels of
chlorine as well as problems with bacterial con-
tamination. Moreover, the current numbers on
the adoption in households are based on self-re-
porting by villages and are not certified by a third
party. Some States such as Bihar have stated that
most of their connections were provided for un-
der State funds and not under the JJM. Function-
al, permanent tap water is a basic necessity and
rather than aim to reach just a numerical target,
the government should try to evaluate the extent
of quality, consistent adoption of tap water in ru-
ral India. While planned as a bottom-up scheme,
the Centre must ensure that States with the low-
est adoption and largest population be assisted
with improving numbers, rather than only facili-
tating States that are close to the finishing line.
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Yamuna cleaning: Panel formed to resolve land
issues impeding constmctlon of STPS DSTPs

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi LG-
led high-level committee for
Yamuna cleaning has consti-
tuted a panel to identify land
parcels for sewage treatment
plants and biodiversity parks,
according to a report subimit-
ted by the city government to
the National Green Tribunal,

Unavailability of land has
delayed the construction of a
number of TPs and decentral-
ised sewage treatment plants
(DSTPs) in Delhi, where the
Arvind Kejriwal government
aims to clean the Yamuna to
bathing standards by Febru-
ary 2025,

The Delhi Jal Board is
upgrading and rehabilitating
the existing STPs and con-

structing new STPs and decen-
tralised 5TPs to be able to treat
all the sewage generated in
Delhi which will help reduce
the pollution load in the river.

“(The) High-level com-
mittee also decided to con-
stitute a committee under
the chairmanship of Divi-
sional Commissioner, Reve-
nue Department of GNCTD,
with Pr. Secretary (Forest and
Environment); VC DDA; and
CEQ DJB to resolve all land-
related matters (like identifi-
cation and handing over land
to DJB/NMCG for setting up
of STPs, de-centralized STPs,
biodiversity parks, etc.) and the
committee shall ensure identi-
fication and handing over the
requisite land parcels to DJB
or NMCG, as the case may be,

within a fortnight,” the report
submitted to the NGT on Janu-
ary 31 read.

The Delhi government
plans to construct 40 decen-
tralised STPs, including 14 in
the Najafgarh drainage zone.
These will increase the sewage

treatment capacity by 92 mil-
lion gallons a day.

Land unavailability has
delayed the construction of
12 decentralised STPs in rural
areas and unauthorised colo-
nies for over seven years and
the sewer water drains into the

Yamuna directly.

Land is also required for the
construction of a new TP of 10
MGD capacity at Delhi Gate.

Drelhi generates 768 million
gallons of sewage every day on
an average. The 35 5TPs in the
capital have a cumulative treat-
ment capacity of 632 MG,

At present, these STPs
are utilising only 69 per cent
of their installed capacity, ie.
only 530 MGD of the 768 MGD
sewage is being treated.

According to government
data, only 160.5 MGD of the
treated wastewater meets the
prescribed standards, which
states that BOD (biological
oxygen demand) and TSS (total
soluble solids) in the treated
wastewater should be less than
10 milligram per litre.
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