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NGT petitioner refutes CM’s claims on RLIS

“Immediately, we ap-
proached the NGT through
our advocate Sravan Kumar
and filed a petition in 2020
and got it halted. Neither
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy nor the Congress has
any role in it,” he further said.
During a heated discussion
between the treasury and the
opposition benches in the As-
sembly on Monday on the
resolution against handing
over Srisailam and Nagarjuna
Sagar projects to Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB), Revanth Reddy,
who alleged that the previous
BRS government failed to

protect the interests of farm-
ers of Telangana and ignored
the illegal construction of the
Rayalaseema LIS, had
claimed that Srinivas filed the
petition in the NGT with his
support, leading to halting of
the project.

Initiated by the AP govern-
ment in August 2020, the RLIS
aims to provide assured water
to around 19 lakh acres in four
districts of Rayalaseema -
Kadapa, Kurnool, Anantapur,
and Chittoor. However, in De-
cember 2021, the NGT di-
rected the Andhra Pradesh
government to halt all work
on the lift scheme in the ab-

sence of a mandatory envi-
ronmental clearance. In Au-
gust last year, the Andhra
Pradesh government started
the process of obtaining envi-
ronmental clearance for the
Rs 3,829 crore RLIS, which
will be constructed on the
backwaters of the Krishna
River. Though the AP govern-
ment attempted to take up lin-
ing works of the Srisailam
Right Main Canal (SRMC)
which was part of the RLIS,
the Telangana government
lodged a complaint with the
KRMB, pointing out that the
works were being taken up in
violation of the NGT orders.

11674



1/163133/2024

Medigaddarow:

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 14- February-2024

Mto

seek technical expertise

Says Revenue Recovery Act will be invoked, if needed, to recover damages

S SANDEEP KUMAR
MEDIGADDA

Asserting that the State gov-
ernment would seek techni-
cal expertise on the future
course of action on the
Medigadda barrage and
other irrigation projects,
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy said on Tuesday that
ifrequired, the Revenue Re-
covery Act would be in-
voked to recover damages
suffered in execution of the
projects.

Considering the cracks in
Medigadda, water cannot be
stored in the barrage. So was
the case with Sundilla and
Annaram barrages, he told
the media at the Medigadda
barrage.

“We will write to National
Dam Safety Authority to in-
spect all the three projects
and suggest measures to be
taken up,” Revanth Reddy
said, also asking BRS presi-

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy along with other Ministers at the
Medigadda barrage site on Tuesday.

dent K Chandrashekhar Rao
to participate in the Assem-
bly session and share his
suggestions. As Leader of
Opposition, he should make
clear his party’s stand on
whether L&T should be
punished or not, he said.
Alleging that the BRS
meeting at Nalgonda was a

political tactic before the
Lok Sabha elections, Re-
vanth Reddy asked if there
were any loopholes in the
resolution passed in the As-
sembly, why did the BRS ex-
tend its support. The BRS
chief should come to the As-
sembly and correct the mis-
takes, he said.

“The demand to lead an
all-party delegation to New
Delhi over River Krishna
water sharing should be
made in the Assembly. Only
then can it be considered,”
the Chief Minister said, also
stating that the Medigadda
visit was an official pro-
gramme and not a Congress
party programme. He also
found fault with the BJP for
skipping the visit.

Despite ideological differ-
ences with Congress, mem-
bers from AIMIM and CPI
participated in the pro-
gramme. The BJP should
make its stand clear whether
it would support the ruling
party in taking action
against those responsible for
the damages suffered at
Meddigadda and other proj-
ects, he said.

Alleging that despite
spending about Rs.94,000
crore, the previous govern-
ment had supplied water

only to 90,000 acres under
the Kaleshwaram project,
Revanth Reddy said addi-
tional funds would be re-
quired to complete the re-
maining work and yet not
much of new ayacut would
be generated.

Irrigation Minister N
Uttam Kumar Reddy said
L&T should conduct its pri-
vate probe and initiate
measures to take up repairs
at its cost. “We have held
back Rs.400 crore dues
payable to L&T. They said
there were defects in the de-
signs and cannot be attrib-
uted to them. We will hold
back all dues until the re-
pairs are taken up,” he said,
adding that the National
Dam Safety Authority’s sug-
gestions too would be
sought. He said the Cabinet
would initiate criminal pro-
ceedings against those re-
sponsible for the damages in
execution of the projects.
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‘White paper on irrigation projects soon’

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy on Tuesday said the
State government would
table a white paper on irri-
gation projects in the As-
sembly in a day or two.

Speaking in the Assembly
ahead of the visit of Minis-
ters and MLAs to the Medi-
gadda barrage, Revanth
Reddy said Irrigation Minis-
ter N Uttam Kumar Reddy
would table the white paper
containing all the details of
irrigation projects in the
House. The government had
decided to organise a visit to
Medigadda barrage so that
people’s  representatives
could understand what had
happened to the project and
how it was going to affect
the people of the State, he
said.

“People do not know what
has happened in the Medi-
gadda barrage. Even MLAs
are not aware of the situa-

There is a need to discuss the report sub-
mitted by the Vigilance and Enforcement
Directorate on Medigadda barrage in the
Assembly, says Revanth

tion. The visit will help the
people know about the facts
behind the damage to the
barrage,” he said.

Stating that there was a
need to review the vigilance
report on the damage
caused to Medigadda bar-
rage, the Chief Minister said
his government had ordered
a vigilance inquiry into the
Medigadda barrage issue
and a report was submitted
by the Vigilance and En-
forcement Directorate and
that there was a need to dis-
cuss the report in the As-
sembly.

The Chief Minister re-
called that the National Dam
Safety Authority had sub-
mitted a report following an
inspection of Medigadda

barrage and that the previ-
ous BRS government had
found fault with the report.

“It is the responsibility of
every member of the Legis-
lature to know what caused
the damage. There is a ne-
cessity to discuss the vigi-
lance report in the Assem-
bly,” he said.

The Chief Minister urged
BRS MLAs, especially for-
mer Chief Minister and
leader of the opposition K
Chandrashekhar Rao, to join
the barrage visit and said
that since the latter played
animportant role in the con-
struction of the barrage, he
could explain to the people
about the project better.
Stating that Kaleshwaram
project was described as a

man-made wonder during
the previous regime, the
Chief Minister said the Op-
position leader should ex-
plain the facts by joining the
visit to Medigadda.

On the Pranahita Chevella
project, Revanth Reddy said
in 2008, the then govern-
ment had called for tenders
for the construction of the
project at a cost of Rs 38,500
crore, but the BRS govern-
ment changed the design of
the project and increased
the estimates to Rs 1.47 lakh
crore.

Legislative Affairs Minis-
ter D Sridhar Babu said fol-
lowing the reports of the
vigilance and dam safety of-
ficials which pointed out to
some faults and irregulari-
ties in the construction of
the barrage, the government
had decided to take all the
MLAs to the barrage site.

BRS’ T Harish Rao took
objection to the CM dis-
cussing issues which were
not in the agenda.
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Cracks, sinking of pillars
threaten Medigadda

K VENKATESHWARLU
B HYDERABAD

A big question mark is hanging over
the future of the Medigadda Barrage
with cracks appearing on its pillars.
Mere repairs cannot save the
Medigadda Barrage.

The reconstruction of the sunken
pillars will be cost effective but there
is no guarantee that the Barrages
other pillars will survive even if the
sunken pillars are reconstructed.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy said
that the government has to decide
after consultations on what can be
done to save the Medigadda Barrage.

The project authorities released
water dpnwnstremn after the pillars
sank. Now the project area looks like
a desert. The cracks on the pillars and
the sunken pillars have doubled
doubts about the future of the
Medigadda Barrage.

The PowerPoint presentation of

Chief Engineer Sudhakar Reddy on
the chmm:nlugy of the Kaleshwaram
project and the report of the Vigi

and Enforcement DG, Rajiv Ratan,
showed that repairs may not save the
project.

The Vigilance DG said that prob-
lems arose in the Medigadda Barrage
due to the failure of its design, work
qualij' and poor maintenance. The
non-clearance of the copper dam led
to the sinking of the pillars, he said.
The same problems existin Annaram
and Sundilla Barrages, the vigilance
report said.

Chief Engineer Sudhakar Rcddﬁs
PowerPoint presentation on the
Kaleshwaram project said that it
was constructed at a cost of Rs
94,000 crore and provides water to
98,000 acres, but tﬁf original objec-
tive was to provide water to 19 lakh
acres.
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