DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 13

The Telangana state gov-
ernment which
remained adamant on
generation of hydel
power at projects over
Krishna river despite
repeated complaints by
the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment to the Centre
and Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB) since June last
week, has now been stop-
ping power generation at
projects one after the
other on its own.

The Telangana govern-
ment's decision in June
last week to generate
hydel power at all proj-
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TS slowly stops power
generation on Krishna

Action taken due to no fresh inflows into the reservoirs

ects over Krishna up to
100 per cent of installed
capacity triggered a
water war between
Telangana and AP.
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy dashed off
letters to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi twice
requesting him to take
steps to stop Telangana
from producing hydel
power on the ground
that water levels in dams
were fast depleting,
pushing AP into irriga-
tion and drinking water
crisis. This apart, the AP
government had lodged
severalcomplaints with
KRMB against the
Telangana government.

However, the Telangana
government ignored all
these complaints and
continued hydel power
generation from June 29.
But on July 10, the
Telangana government
stopped power genera-
tion at Nagarjunasagar
dam and continued in
Srisailam and
Pulichintala dams. On
Tuesday, it stopped
power generation at
Pulichintala dam also. It
is likely to stop hydel
power generation at
Srisailam in a day or
two. Though the state
government is citing no
reasons for stopping
power generation on its
own and maintaining

complete silence on the
issue, it is widely
believed that it is forced
to stop generation due to
lower water levels in
dams and no fresh
inflows into the reser-
voirs. The current levels
in dams were insuffi-
cient to take up power
generation.

The KRMB is planning
to hold a full body meet-
ing on July 24 to resolve
the Krishna water row
between AP and
Telangana but going by
current developments,
the Telangana govern-
ment will stop power
generation completely at
all projects much before
the meeting.
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City receives 31.6% excess rainfall

TS Development Planning Society forecasts light to moderate spells at isolated places in the capital

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

After heavy rain on Monday
night, most parts of the city
witnessed light to moderate
showers throughout Tues-
day. The continuous rainfall
has resulted in a drop of
temperature, which went
down by around 2 degree
Celsius. The maximum tem-
perature recorded at Monda
Market was 30.6 degree Cel-
sius whereas minimum tem-
perature of 21.2 degree Cel-
sius was recorded at Shapur
Nagar.

Several localities in the
city, including Golconda,
Serilingampally,  Rajen-
dranagar, Gandipet and
Uppal witnessed heavy rain,
Bandlaguda and Musheer-
abad received the maximum
rainfall of 22.8 mm, followed
by Marredpally, which wit-
nessed 155 mm rain, other
parts of the city including
Charminar, Bahadurpura,
Shaikpet, Ramachandrapu-
ram and Nampally also ex-
perienced moderate rains.

Hyderabad received an
excess of 31.6 per cent rain-
fall — of 216 mm — in July so
far, and officials at Telan-
gana State Development
Planning Society forecast
that there can be light to
moderate rain at isolated
places in the city in the next
three days. The maximum
temperature in the city is ex-
pected to be around 29 de-
gree Celsius to 31 degree
Celsius, while the minimum
temperature will range be-
tween 21 degree Celsius to
23 degree Celsius.

Vehicles make their way cautiously in the rain at Madhapur on Tuesday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

According to the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD)-Hyderabad, while
there will be showers across
the city, the southern and
western parts of the city —
areas including Saroorna-
gar, Zoo Park, Chaderghat,
Begum Bazaar, Serilingam-
pally, Patancheru and
Kukatpally — might receive
heavy rainfall. The authori-
ties have asked the citizens
living in the low lying areas
to take precautions. Several
other districts of Telangana,

including Mulugu,
Mancherial, Adilabad,
Vikarabad, Sangareddy and
Jagtial also received heavy
rainfall, Rebbena in Kumu-
ram Bheem received the
highest rainfall of 73.8 mm
on Tuesday.

Mayor monitors situation
Following the incessant
rains that have been lashing
the city for last two days, the
Mayor, G Vijaya Laxmi on
Tuesday monitored the situ-
ation and stayed in contact

with the elected representa-
tives to address problems
being caused by this.

A motor to pump out
water from Ramanthapur
Pedda Cheruvu was sent
after an interaction with
Uppal MLA Bethi Subhas
Reddy. Also, men and ma-
chinery were sent to
Musheerabad constituency
to fix the issues pertaining to
overflowing sewage. The
monsoon activities were
monitored by the Mayor
through teleconference.

She also visited Nagole
ward in LB Nagar, “We are
building a box drain here
with Rs 30 crore and there is
no outlet at Bandlaguda
Lake. Construction of the
drain will be completed in15
days and an outlet is also
being planned,” said the
Mayor. Meanwhile, GHMC
deployed monsoon action
teams and Disaster Re-
sponse Force (DRF) teams.
The teams cleared water
logging in different parts of
the city.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

B 2 #4

A damaged road due to flash flood after heavy rain at Sheela village near Dhara
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Monsoon covers entire
country, confirms IMD

Monsoon covered its last outposts in Raj on Monday

New Delhi, July 13:
After advancing over
Delhi-NCR, the
Southwest Monsoon cov-
ered the entire country
on Tuesday after a delay
of five days, the India
Meteorological Depa-
rtment (IMD) said.

The Southwest
Monsoon usually covers
the entire country on
July 8. The earlier nor-
mal date for the monsoon
to cover the entire coun-
try was July 15. Last year,
the IMD revised its onset
date for several areas.

It is also one of the
usual instances when
monsoon has covered the
national capital in the
end. The monsoon cov-
ered its last outposts —
the desert town of Jaisal-
mer and Ganganagar in
Rajasthan — on Monday
but evaded Delhi. It cov-
ered Barmer, another de-
sert district in Rajasthan
some two weeks before
its normal onset date.

On Tuesday, several
parts of the NCR
received rainfall follow-
ing which the IMD
declared monsoon’s
arrival in Delhi.

In association with the
continued prevalence of

moist easterly winds
from the Bay of Bengal
in the lower levels since
past four days, enhanced
cloud cover and scattered
to fairly widespread rain-
fall, the Southwest Mons-
oon has further advanced
into remaining parts of
the country including
Delhi, remaining parts of
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan,”
the IMD said.

It hit Kerala on June 3,
two days after its normal
date of June 1. It rapidly
covered most parts of
central, west, east, north-
east and south India by
June 15. It also covered
many parts of north
India.

However, its advance-
ment over parts of west
Rajasthan, Haryana, Del-
hi and Punjab was halted
due to unfavourable con-
ditions like the wester-
lies, lack of any system
that could push the mon-
soon winds further.

Meanwhile, the much-
awaited Southwest
Monsoon finally arrived
in Delhi on Tuesday
bringing respite from
scorching summer tem-
peratures, with weather
officials saying the onset

has been over two weeks
behind the schedule,
making it the most
delayed in 19 years.

The IMD had on June 13
forecast that monsoon
will hit nearly two weeks
before its normal date of
June 15. However, in real-
ity, the monsoon reached
Delhi nearly two weeks
after its normal date. The
monsoon had entered a
“break” phase and there
was virtually no progress
from June 20 to July 8.

Over the last one
month, the weather
department struggled to
accurately predict when
the monsoon will reach
the capital and came
under sharp criticism
when the wind system
repetitively gave Delhi a
miss despite favourable
conditions.

After several wayward
forecasts, the IMD on
Monday acknowledged
that “such type of failure
by numerical models in
the prediction of mon-
soon over the capital is
rare and uncommon”,

It had earlier said mon-
soon would hit Delhi on
June 15, which would
have been 12 days early,
but the wind system

entered a “break” phase.

In early June, the MeT
office said the conditions
will become favourable
for the monsoon to
advance to Delhi and
other parts of northwest
India by July 7. Later, it
said Delhi will get its
first monsoon rains
around July 10.

The weather departme-
nt revised the forecast ye-
t again on Saturday, sayi-
ng the monsoon may rea-
ch the capital in the next
24 hours. But it kept the
city waiting on Sunday
and there was hardly any
rainfall on Monday too.

On Tuesday, when the
monsoon finally embra-
ced Delhi, the Safdarjung
Observatory, which pro-
vides representative fig-
ures for the city, recorded
28.1 mm rainfall between
8:30 am and 5:30 pm.

The weather stations at
Palam (8.2 mm), Lodi Ro-
ad (37.8 mm), Ridge (11.4
mm), and Ayanagar (8.6
mm) during the period.

Rainfall recorded below
15 mm is considered ligh-
t, between 15 and 64.5 mm
is moderate, between 64.5
mm and 115.5 mm is hea-
vy, between 115.6 and 20-
4.4 is very heavy. — PTI
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21% deficit rainfall leaves
Odisha farmers worried

DC CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR, JULY 13

Despite making a good
onset a month ago with
heavy downpours, the
southwest monsoon in
Odisha has so far
remained mostly weak,
causing serious con-
cerns to the farmers.
The peasants — who
mostly grow paddy and
pulses — are now appre-
hensive of a good crop
season  sans adeguate
water for irrigation.
The state has received
a cumulative deficit of
21 per cent rainfall
between June 1 and July
13 as compared to the
long term average dur
ing the period, the
Regional Meteorological
Centre of the India

Meteorological Dep-
artment (MDD in
Bhubaneswar said on
Tuesday,

The total average rain-
fall received in the state
during the period stood
at 273.6 mm.

The state as a whole
recorded 17 per cent defi-
ciency in rainfall during
the month of June.

“The deficit in rainfall
has already affected the
sowing season. We hope
for an early turnaround
in the situation. Without
a normal monsoon, the
per acre productivity of
paddy and other crops
will go down drastical-
Iy," said Ashok Baral, a
farmer of Khurda.

As many as 17 districts
namely Nabarangpur,

Rayagada, Gajapati,
Ganjam, Kalahandi,
Kandhamal, Bolangir,

Boudh, Sonepur, Angul,
Sambalpur, Deogarh,
Jharsuguda, Keonjhar,
Jajpur, Bhadrak and
Mavurbhanj received
deficient rainfall
between 59 per cent and
20 per cent during the
period.

Similarly, the amount
of rainfall stood between
19 per cent deficient and
19 per cent excess of the
normal in the rest 13 dis-

tricts of the State which
includes Malkangiri,
Koraput, Nuapada,
Bargarh, Sundargarh,
Balasore, Dhenkanal,
Cuttack, Kendrapara,
Jagatsinghpur, Puri,
Khordha and Nayagarh.

In the past 24 hours,
the average rainfall
received in the state
stood at 8.3 mm which is
27 per cent less than the
normal figure, said the
IMD.

Kalinga station in
Kadhamal district
received the maximum
44.0 mm rainfall in the
last 24 hours followed by
Malkangiri (43.4mm),
Batagaon in Sambalpur
(40.0mm) and Talcher
(40.0mm).

Taking to its Twitter
page, the weather fore.
casting agency informed
that the southwest mon-
soon covered the entire
country by July 13 after
a delay of almost five
days. The monsoon usu-
ally covers the country
by July 8.
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AFTER SUPREME COURT PLEA

‘Hry released water, crisis will end soon’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Hary-
ana government has released
16,000 cusecs of water in the
Yamuna from the Hathnikund
Barrage in Yamuna Nagar
district and the crisis in the
Capital will be resolved now,
Delhi Jal Board Vice-Chair-
man Raghav Chadha said on
Tuesday. He said Haryana
released Delhi’s legitimate share
of water after the DJB moved the
Supreme Court and held several
rounds of talks with the officials
of the neighbouring state.

In 1996, the apex court had
told the Haryana government
and other states to share Yamunas
water to ensure that there was
no shortage of drinking water
in Delhi.

The water utility had on Sun-
day moved the SC seeking direc-
tions to the Haryana government
to release Delhi’s share of water.

“The Haryana government on
Tuesday released 16,000 cusecs
of water which will reach Delhi
in three to four days. After this,
the water crisis in the Capital will
resolve and people will get clean
drinking water;” Chadha said.

Cusec s a unit of flow (especially
of water) equal to one cubic foot
per second.

“We tried to build pressure
on the Haryana government. We
even filed a petition in the SCand
held several rounds of talks with

the officials of the neighbouring
state,” he added.

Chadha had earlier said Hary-
ana had been withholding 120
MGD (million gallons per day)
water belonging to Delhi, which
led to a water crisis in the Union

Territory.

He had said the water level
at the Wazirabad pond had hit
the lowest mark since 1965 and
the river had dried up because
of Haryana not releasing water.

DJB officials said the level
at Wazirabad pond had come
down from a normal level of
674.5 feet to 667 feet.

The water from Wazirabad
pond is drawn for treatment at
Wazirabad, Okhla and Chan-
drawal treatment plants. The
treated water is then supplied
to central, south and west Delhi.

The DJB supplies 935 MGD

of water to city residents against
the demand of 1,150 MGD.

Chadha had earlier said
that with Haryana withhold-
ing 120 MGD water, the river
has completely dried up and the
operational capacity at various
treatment plants has reduced by
40 to 50 per cent.

Water supply had been hit
in central Delhi, south Delhi,
west Delhi and the NDMC area
where important institutions,
including Rashtrapati Bhavan,
Supreme Court, Prime Minis-
ter’s Residence, embassies are
located, he had said.
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The much-awaited south-
west monsoon finally
arrived in Delhi on
Tuesday bringing respite
from scorching summer
temperatures, with
weather officials saying
the onset has been over
two weeks behind the
schedule, making it the
most delayed in 19 vears.

The rain brought with it
waterlogged roads and
traffic snarls in parts of
the city and the familiar
sight of snaking lines of
vehicles stuck for inter-
minable minutes. Many
officer-goers reported late
for office and several peo-
ple posted their plight
through videos and pho-
tographs on social media,
some seeking help from
police. There was heavy
traffic at Dhaula Kuan
with one commuter com-
plaining he was stuck for
almost 90 minutes (and
counting), Azadpur and
at the Delhi Cantonment
and Kalindi Kunj flyovers
among other places.

“Azadpur was totally
blocked. I was stuck there
for 50 minutes while I was
going to meet a client
regarding a case. | some-
how managed to make my
way,” said Rahul Tomar,
an advocate who was
going from Shahdara in
east Delhi to the Rohini
court.

Mukesh Shrivastav, who
commutes from Laxmi
Nagar in east Delhi to
ITO, also reached office
late. “I was coming from

New Delhi, July 13: Delhi
received its first mon-
soonal showers 33 times
in July in the last 62
vears, according to the
India Meteorological
Department.

The rest of the time it
reached the capital in
June.

Last year, the IMD had
revised the date of mon-
soon arrival in Delhi
from June 29 to June 27.

This year, the
Southwest Monsoon
reached Delhi 16 days
behind schedule, making
it the most-delayed onset
in 19 years.

According to IMD data,
the monsoon covered

Laxmi Nagar to ITO.
Generally, it takes around
15 minmtes to reach my
destination. Today. it took
me double the time. The
same thing happened to
my colleague,” said
Shrivastava.

The rains, however,
eluded Central Delhi,
which remains the most
rain-deficient district in
the country this mon-
soon, receiving only 8.5
mm rainfall against the
normal of 139.3 mm since
June 1, when the season
starts. It has recorded a
shortfall of 94 per cent.
Overall, Delhi has so far
received 65 per cent less
rainfall than normal,
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Monsoon reaches Delhi, most delayed in 19 yrs

W Heavy showers bring respite from heat but cause waterlogging, traffic snarls

Since 1960, monsoon
hit city 33 times in July

Delhi 29 times in June
and 33 times in July.

The city had recorded
the most-delayed mon-
soon arrival on July 26 in
1987.

The earliest it arrived
in Delhi was on June 9,
1961.

On 20 occasions, the
monsoon embraced the
city on or before June 27.

Only four times since
1960 it has covered Delhi
after July 13.

In 2002, the monsoon
arrived in Delhi on July
19. In 1982 and 1991, the
wind system made an
onset over Delhi on July
14, according to IMD
data. - PTI

putting it in the category

of “large deficient”
states.

“The southwest mon-
soon has further

advanced into remaining
parts of the country,
Including Delhi, remain-
ing parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab,
Haryana and Rajasthan.
Thus, the monsoon has
covered entire country on
July 13, against the nor-
mal date of July 8," the
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said in
a statement.

The IMD had on June 13
forecast that monsoon
will hit nearly two weeks
before its normal date of

June 15. However, in real-
ity the monsoon reached
Delhi nearly two weeks
after its normal date. The
monsoon had entered a
“break” phase and there
was virtually no progress
from June 20 to July 8.

Over the last one month,
the weather department
struggled to accurately
predict when the mon-
soon will reach the capi-
tal and came under sharp
criticism when the wind
system repetitively gave
Delhi a miss despite
favourable conditions.

After several wayward
forecasts, the IMD on
Monday acknowledged
that “such type of failure
by numerical models in
the prediction of mon-
soon over the capital is
rare and uncommon™.

It had earlier said mon-
soon would hit Delhi on
June 15, which would
have been 12 days early,
but the wind system
entered a “break” phase.

In early June, the MeT
office said the conditions
will become favourable
for the monsocon to
advance to Delhi and
other parts of northwest
India by July 7. Later, it
said Delhi will get its first
monsoon rains around
July 10.

The weather depart-
ment revised the forecast
vet again on Saturday.
saying the monsoon may
reach the capital in the
next 24 hours. But it kept
the city waiting on
Sunday and there was
hardly any rainfall on
Monday too.

Commuters wade through waterlogged Prahladpur u
Tuesday. (below) Bikers take shelter at a police boot
pavement as vehicles ply during rains.

nderpass during rain in New Delhi on
h on DND flyway. Pigeons fly above a
- PTI
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Monsoon covers
entire country

NEwW DELHI
AFTER advancing over
Delhi- NCR, the Southwest
Monsoon covered the entire
country on Tuesday after a
delay of five days, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said.

The Southwest Monsoon
usually covers the entire
country on July 8. The ear-
lier normal date for the
monsoon to cover the entire
country was July 15. Last
year, the IMD revised its on-
set date for several areas. It
is also one of the usual in-
stances when monsoon has
covered the national capital
in the end.

The monsoon covered its
last outposts - the desert
town of Jaisalmer and Gan-
ganagar in Rajasthan - on
Monday but evaded Delhi. It
covered Barmer, another
desert district in Rajasthan
some two weeks before its
normal onset date. On Tues-
day, several parts ofthe NCR
received rainfall following
which the IMD declared
monsoon’s arrival in Delhi.

It hit Kerala on June 3,
two days after its normal
date of June 1. It rapidly cov-
ered most parts of central,
west, east, northeast and
south India by June 15.
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