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Issues notice

over bodies in Ganga

52 bodies were found in Ujiyar, Kulhadia, Bharauli ghats

New Delhi, May 13: The
MNational Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) has
issued notices to the
Union Jal Shakti Ministry,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
after receiving complaints
about several bodies found
floating in the Ganga river
in the two states.

“It (NHRC) has issued
notices to the chief secre-
taries of both the states
and the secretary, Union
Ministry of Jal Shakti,
today calling for action
taken report within four
weeks,” its statement
noted.

According to residents
in Ballia district of Uttar
Pradesh, at least 52 bodies
were seen floating at the

Ujivar, Kulhadia and
Bharauli ghats in the
Narahi area. Similar

NHRC SAID that it
seems the public authori-
ties have failed to take
concentric efforts in edu-
cating the masses and
checking the immersion of
half-burnt or unburnt bod-
ies into the Ganga.

reports of bodies floating
in the Ganga have come
from Bihanr

In its statement, the
NHRC said that it seems
the public authorities
have failed to take concen-
tric efforts in educating
the masses and checking
the immersion of half-
burnt or unburnt bodies
into the Ganga.

India has been badly hit
by the second wave of
coronavirus  infections
and cremation grounds

and burial grounds across
the country have been
overburdened.

The NHRC's statement
said, “The practice of dis-
posal of dead bodies in
our sacred river Ganga is
clearly in wviolation of
guidelines of the National
Mission for Clean Ganga
project of the Ministry of
Jal Shakti.”

It said it received a com-
plaint dated May 11, 2021,
based on several media
reports, wherein appre-
hensions were expressed
that these bodies floating
in the Ganga were of
Covid-19 victims.

The complaint noted
that the disposal bodies in
such a manner may seri-
ously affect all those per-
sons who are dependent
on the Ganga for their day-

to-day  activities, the
NHRC mentioned.

“It (complaint) further
stated that even if these
dead bodies were not of
Covid victims, then such
practice/incidents  are
shameful to the society as
a whole as that amounts to
violation of human rights
of even deceased per-
sons,” the NHRC added.

India added 362,727 new
coronavirus infections in
a day taking the Covid-19
tally of cases to
2,37,03,665, while the death
toll rose to 2,58,317 with
4,120 daily fatalities,
according to the Union
Health Ministry data
updated on Thursday. The
active cases have
increased to 37,10,525 com-
prising 15.65 per cent of
the total infections. — PTT
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Heavy rains likely to lash Kerala
on May 14, 15; Red alert sounded

Low pressure is very likely to become well marked over Lakshadweep

area

PIC/PTI

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM: Authorities have
sounded red alert in three
districts of Kerala on May
14 and five districts on May
15, indicating the possibil-
ity of extremely heavy rains
under the influence of a low
pressure area over the Arabian
Sea.

In a tweet, Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan asked authori-
ties and people to follow the
guidelines issued by the state
disaster management authority.

"Red Alert! 14 May -
Thiruvananthapuram, Kol-
lam, Pathanamthitta, 15 May
- Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Wayanad, Kannur, Kasar-
god. Follow guidelines issued
by @KeralaSDMA", Vijayan
tweeted, hours after the IMD
issued a warning and said that

the low pressure area over the
Arabian Sea is likely to inten-
sify into a cyclonic storm by
May 16, which may bring
heavy rainfall in some parts of
Kerala.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) said
the low pressure is very likely
to become well marked over
Lakshadweep area by Friday
morning, concentrate into
a depression over the same
region by Saturday morning
and intensify into a Cyclonic
Storm during the subsequent
24 hours.

It is very likely to intensify
further and move north-north-
westwards towards Gujarat and
adjoining Pakistan coasts.

It is likely to reach near
Gujarat coast around May
18 evening, according to the

» IMD said the low pressure
is very likely to become
well marked over
Lakshadweep area today

» It is likely to reach near
Guijarat coast around
May 18 evening,
according to the forecast

» KSDMA has urged the
people living in landslide
prone areas and
coastal areas to take all
precautions

forecast.

Authorities have banned
fishing in the sea till the situ-
ation becomes normal.

The Kerala State Disas-
ter Management Authority
(KSDMA) has urged the peo-
ple living in landslide prone
areas and coastal areas to take
all precautions.

It has also directed authori-
ties to take steps to open relief
camps adhering to COVID-19
protocol.

Various district adminis-
trations have opened control
rooms at the district, taluk and
panchayat levels to coordi-
nate relief operations in view
of heavy rains predicted by the
IMD. AGENCIES
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