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KROSA CRASHES IN

HT-tafe

Powerful tropical

®
storm hits Japan, -ty
S T WiComwene ~$ There was always a ot
affects air travel oot N 01BN Ot
i arendra Mo i i
_ turnedthefocusonthecountry's  C115€S. The future will be
A e B e e o LR TR precarious water situation in his i
O e : 2 Independence Day speech, markedhy vyater scarclty,
announcing 3.35lakh crorefor  this 100 is \mdely discussed
the government's ambitiousJal  nARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister
Jeevan Mission to conserve
water resources and provide
drinking water forall. The Jal Shakti ministry has -
Urging people to conserve been created bymerging the min-
water, Modi said half the coun-  istry of water resources, river
try’s households still lacked developmentand Gangarejuve-
access to drinking water, nationand the ministry of drink-
although previous governments ing water and sanitation.
tootriedintheir own waystomit- “Our mothers and sisters in
igate the water crises. many partsofthe country haveto
i ; X Uﬁdergxg.]al&];evan Mission, fetch water by walking three-
et Ay, . ¢ e Har Ghar programme ﬂuﬂe,ﬁve-ﬁvehlomelms,carry-
; R T om0 e aimsto provide all ruralhouse-  ing water pots on their heads.
« High pound a beach in Miyazaki, southwestern Japan as holdswith pipeddrinkingwater. That's why we have resolved to
typhoon Krosa approaches the country. REUTERS HT reported on August3that the spend more than¥3lakh crorein
PM was likely to announce the  the comingyears,” Modi said.
Agence France-Presse A B2-year-old man was con- water mission in his Independ- Underthe Jal Jeevan Mission,
oviiBbeuanadat i firmed dead after hefellin thesea enceDayaddressfromRedFort.  thegovernmentaimstofocuson
in Hiroshima while trying to Modisaid water conservation rainwater harvestingand water
TOKYO: A powerful tropicalstorm  moorhisboat,alocal government could not merely remainagov-  conservationin256water-scarce
lashed Japan on Thursday, spokesman said. Public broad- ernment programmeand called  districts in the first phase, The
bringing strong winds and tor-  caster NHK andlocal authorities upon citizens to takeitupasa  government has also said it will
rential rain that claimedatleast ~said at least 34 people sustained community-ledcampaign.“This ~ startacampaigntorenovateand
one life, prompted warnings of  injuries, including a man in his scheme shouldn’tremainagov-  replenish traditional water bod-
landslides and flooding, and 50s, whobroke hisleg. ermgent sg:he.me butbeapublic ies. According tothe Niti Aayog,
sparked evacuation advisories “We still have intermittent one,” Modi said. The PM quoted thegovernment think-tank, 1,592
andtravelchaosatapeakholiday ~downpours,” said Takayoshi Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar,saying  blocks in these 256 districts are
period. Sugimoto, a disaster manage- when “waterisexhausted, nature  severely water-stressed. This
SevereTropical StormKrosa-  mentofficialin the southwestern stops working and destruction  scheme will merge existing and
one notch below a typhoon-  provinceof Tokushima, “Wewill starts”. Gujarati saint Buddhi new central and state govern-
l edintothesouthernHiro-  remain vigilant as more rain is Sagar Maharaj wrote 100 years mentschemestoachieve sustain-
imaregion, packingwindgusts expected in the afternoon,” he agothataday would comewhen  ablewater supplymanagement,
of up to 126 km per hour, Dra- told AFP. The national disaster water would be sold in grocery Atul Dev, an ex-official of the
matic televisionfootageshowed managementagencysaidaparty stores, he said. Central Groundwater Authority,
violent winds uprooting trees, of 18 people, including children, "Therewas alwaysalotofdis- said, “Layingofhard infrastruc-
snapping lamp posts and spin-  werestrandedduringabarbeque cussion on water crisis. The ture like piped connections
ning podson a Ferris wheel, inavalleywhenariverroserap- future will be marked by water  involves substantial engineering
High waves smashed into a  idly on Wednesday. They were scarcity, this too is widely dis- ~ expenditure. Butbridgingthegap
ter,engulfingal0-metre  rescued Thursday morning, cussed. T.o.be preparedforthese  between households with con-
lighm eakthnwusea  whilsswollen rivers Krosa also sparked travel eventualitiesandsothatcentral nections and those receiving
broke their banksandswamped chaosaspeople battled toreturn andstategovernmentsworkina  waterand maintaining the sus-
nearbyroads. Authoritiesissued  tomajorcitiesfollowingthe Obon concerted way, wehavecreateda tainability of these water sources
avoluntaryevacuationadvisory  holiday. Morethan800 domestic new Jal Shaktiministry,”hesaid. ~ arealsoequally important.”
to around 430,000 people in the  flightswerecancelled toand from
storm’s path although few citiesinwestern Japanandbullet
appeared to have heeded the train services were either
warning. scrapped orsharply reduced.

For water mission,
3.3l er announced
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Krishna in spate,

7-_7_,

water enters Naidu
home’s compound

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD, AUGUST 15

WITH THE Krishnariver in spate,
water entered the premises of
the riverside house of former
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
and TDP chief N Chandrababu
Naidu at Undavalliin Amaravati.
The water level in the river
_starting rising rapidly on
Wednesday morning and dams
and barrages upstream started re-
Jeasing water after the catchment
gates at Pulichintala Project on
the Krishna were raised Tuesday
night, the river’s water level rose
asit reached Vijayawada.

The floodwater inundated
fields along the riverbank in
Krishna district, especially in
Undavalli and other villages in
the Amaravati capital region.

Naidu's official accommoda-
tion, which is a guesthouse
leased frominfrastructure com-
pany Li ni Estates, ison
the bank of the Krishna river.

- Accerding to Andhra Pradesh
Capital Region Development

Authority officials, portionsof .

the guesthouse were con-
structed illegally by encroaching
upon the river bank. “The swim-
ming pool and steps on the back
side that touch the river areille-
gal. We have been saying this is
an illegal structure and should
be demolished. What we have

et lv = TR

e

been saying all through — that
several buildings were con-
structed here by the TDP govern-
ment by encroachment — has
come true. Fioodwater has al-
ready entered Naidu's house.”
APCRDA Chairman and YSRCP
MLA from  Mangalagiri
A Ramakrishna Reddy said on
Wednesday. 2

After water entered the park-
ing lot at Naidu's residence, his

convoy of four cars to the TDP of-
fice at Mangalagiri. “We have

placed sandbags and stone crush
to prevent the water fromenter-
ing into the house. Some furni-
ture from the ground floor has
been shifted to the first floor.
Water has entered the com-
pound, but not the house.
However, if the water level rises
further, it may enter the house,”
an official said.

Naiduisin Hyderabad to meet
TDP activists and leaders at the
NTR Bhavan. Before leaving, he
procured sand and stone crush,
which were filled by his staff in
bags and placed on the back side
of the house that faces the river.

The APCRDA had issued a
showcause notice on june 28 to
Ramesh Lingamaneni, the
ownerof the guesthouse, asking
why it should not be demolished
as portions of the huge bunga-
low were allegedly illegal.
However, Ramesh did not

oty e SRR NN
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IMD starts forecast of water volume i in river basins

B e

ANJALI MARAR
PUNE, AUGUST 15

IN Abid to ensure effective reser-
voir management, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Pune, has started issuing
water level forecasts for all river
basins in India from August 1.

Last year, it was alleged that
improper dam managementag-
gravated the flood situation in
Kerala. Nearly 80 dams, big and
small, were on the verge of col-
lapse and this forced the irriga-
tion department to simultane-
ously open their gates, leading to
flooding in several districts, in-
cluding Ernakulam, Idukki,
Thrissur and Wayanad.

The Experts atIMD, Pune, are
now making use of real-time

EXPLAINED

Be t]g

Effectivedam
management need
® of the hour

AN EFFECTIVE dam management mechanism has become
the need of the hour, given the erratic nature of rainfall
recorded in recent times. Often, improper and unscientific
release of large quantities of water from reservoirs lead to
augmenting the flood situation. Incidents triggered by
extreme rainfall minus scientific dam management
resulted in disasters in Kerala (August 2018), Maharashtra
and Karnataka (2019). The move to utilise IMD's expertise
in forecasting water volumes alongside rainfall can be a
baby step towards dam management in India.

rainfall data from its own net-

workof rain gauges to issue fore-

casts for water levels in river

basins.
Under this new application,
all 25 river basins and 101 sub-

river basins earmarked by the »
Central Water Commission
(CWC) will be covered. CWC
identifies river basins for Indus,
Mahi, Narmada, Ganga, Krishna,
Mahanadi, Cauvery, Tapi,
Sabarmati and Godavari.

“We will make use of our
forecasts and rainfall informa-
tionto calculate the total volume
of water expected toaccumulate
inevery river basin and sub-river
basin on the basis of its area ex-
panse. This information will then
be shared with.-CWC and other
authorities, like the department
ofirrigation. It will be handy and
can be decisive while deciding
the release of water fromtime to
time, especially during the mon-
soon,” Pulak Guhathakurta,
head, Climate Application and
User Interface at Climate

Research and Service (CRS) at
IMD, Pune, told The Indian
Express.

All the water volume data
will be provided in Thousand
Million Cubic feet (TMC) as per
CWC standards, said
Guhathakurta. While all the
river-basin information would
be available on the website of
IMD, Pune, officials also plan to
share it with authorities con-
cemed of the department of wa-
ter resourcesorirrigation, as per

i nt.

A senior IMD official said,
“The idea is to offer services as’
per requirement of certain sec-

_ tors. Had this been available last

year, the flooding in Kerala due
to release of water from dams
could have been avoided.”
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Rain likelyinwestern
Himalayanregion:IMD

ALERT Parts of Punjab, UP, Haryana could
face downpour in the next fe

NEW DELHI: There is likely to be
widespread and heavy rainfall in
the western Himalayan region
from August 16-18, according to
theIndia Meteorological Depart-
ment(IMD).

The interaction between the
monsoon trough and an
approaching western disturb-
ance is likely to cause fairly
widespread rain with isolated
heavy tovery heavy rainfall over
the western Himalayan region,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh,
Delhi and west Uttar Pradesh
mainly on August 17 and 18, the
IMD’sbulletinon Thursday said.

“A wellmarked low pressure
area is lying over northwest
Madhya Pradeshand adjoining
south Uttar Pradesh, which is
causingintenserainsin Madhya
Pradesh, northern Gujarat
region, east Rajasthan and
adjoining areas. We are expect-
ingvery heavy rainsthere today
(August 15). This system will
interact with the westerly
trough and bringintenserainsin
Haryana, Punjab, Chandigarh,
parts of Delhi, Himachal Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand and Jammu
and Kashmir. We can expect
heavy tovery heavy fallsinsome
of these regions till August 19,”
said K Sathi Devi, head of the
National Weather Forecasting

Centrein Delhi.

For August 17, there is an
orangealert - it means authori-
ties should be prepared to avert
disaster - in all northwestern
states. For August 18, the orange
alertislimited toHaryana, Pun-
jab, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.

The overall monsoon rains
wereat 1% surplus as on August
14. While central India hasa sur-
plus of 16%, south peninsular
India has a surplus of 5%. East
and northeast India havea defi-
ciency of 15% and northwest
India has adeficiency of 10%.

In the next three-four days,
enhanced rainfall activity with
heavy to very heavy rainfall is
likely over sub-Himalayan West
Bengal, Sikkim, Assam and
Meghalaya.

Thedeathtollin Keraladueto
flooding and landslides rose to
106 this week. Some villages had
to be evacuated in Madhya Pra-
desh because ofintenserain and
flooding.

“From August 16, there will be
asignificantdecreaseinrainsin
Kerala, coastal Karnataka and
other partsofthe Western Ghats.
Rains willalsosubside in central
India after August 17; they will
continue in north and east
India,” said Mahesh Palawat,
vice president, climate change
and meteorology, at Skymet
Weather.
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Monsoon now

In 3 states, deficit turne
into deluge in just 0 days

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

en it rained, it pou-
; ‘ x red. Six days of mon-
soon mayhem tur-
ned three sub-divisions of
the country from rain deficit
regions intofloodedfields, in
a pattern that experts warn
could be getting more frequ-
entduetoclimate change. ”
Till August 7, Kerala was
among the monsoon defici-
ent sub-divisions of the co-
untry with a seasonal deficit
of 27%. Eleven of its 14 dis-

& SEE PAGE OPPOSITE

tricts had monsoon shortfall

CLIMATE CHANGE ALTERING MONSOON?

‘Intense 6-Day Rainfall After Deficit Broke Floodgates
m 27% helow normal

hg7@emy 10784

R

_4534<sunsmore

than normal
Saurashtra & Kutch
JuneltoAug? 2327 30% below normal
‘Aug7tols 2228 45|i|m more than

: normal ddav
South Interior Karnataka dde

luneltoAug?

: 372 «8%below normat
[Aug71013 | 163.6 «4.5 times more than normal
40% of the rainfall in Kerala

30% monsoon deficiency till

of over 20%, with six having
deficitsabove 30%.

By August 13, all the dis-
tricts, barring Kollam and
Thiruvananthapuram, were
hit by floods.

Inthesesixdays, thestate
received 453.4mm-of rain, fi-
ve times the normal for this
period (92.6mm) and over

inthe previous 68days of the
monsoon season. Floods in
the state, bringing back me-
mories of last year’s unpre-
cedented deluge, have since
claimed 104 lives sofar.

The change was even mo-
re dramatic in the Saurash-

traand Kutchsub-divisionof

Gujarat, which went from

August 7toa 24% surpluson
August 13. South Interior
Karnataka, another flood-
hit region, received 163.6mm
of rain from August 7 to 13,
4.5 times the normal, tur-
ning an 8% deficit to a 21%
rainfall surplus.

»Continued on P 8

akintoaT20
m'a'tch' Expert

Continued from P 1 ff
Teol-(4

he patterns sé'gnfto fit in

with what experts have

been warning about the
monsoon under climate change
— the frequency of heavy rain
events is increasing while the
number of days of light to mod-
erate showersisdecreasing.

“The Indian monsoon has
become likea T20 match, thesit-
uation canchangedramatically
within a few balls (days),” said
MRajeevan, veteran meteorolo-
gist and secretary of the earth
sciences ministry. He said, cou-
pled with extreme rain events,
length of dry spells is also in-
creasing. This combination in-
creases the threat of floods, ex-
pertssaid. Saurashtra&Kutch,
which is among the drier sub-
divisions in the country, had a
cumulative rainfall of 233mm
in the 68 days till August 7. In
the next six days, it received
922 8mm rainfall, resulting in
flood havoe in seven of the sub-
division's12districts.

No single weather event can
be directly linked to climate
change, M Mohapatra, director
general (meteorology) at IMD
said. “Last year, Mt Abu got
around 70em of rain in a day
Thisis partof climate variabili-
ty. But the increase in the num-
ber of very rainy days is due to
climate change.”
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Climate change policy
had warned of ﬂoodi

: H
Cell set up in 2017 for implementation

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI

The floods in western Maha-
rashtra have renewed the
debate on climate change
with Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis setting up a pa-
nel of experts to look into
the changing weather pat-
tern. However, the govern-
ment has put its own policy
in cold storage for nearly
two years despite spelling
out guidelines to every de-
partment and even the dis-
trict administration.

In October 2017, the State
Cabinet gave approval to a
climate change policy based
on an action plan submitted
to it by The Energy and Re-
sources Institute. On Octob-
er 25, 2017, the environment
department issued a 28-
Ppage government resolution
(GR) detailing an action plan
for departments such as for-
ests, water resources, agri-
culture, power, health, pu-
blic  works, disaster
management, rural deve-
lopment, urban develop-
ment, finance, and
planning.

Two years later, neither
the above-mentioned de-
partments nor the district
administrations have pre-
pared plans to counter the

effects of climate change.
The GR had specifically di-
rected the government to
“have department-wise re-
commendations/measures
by making necessary chang-
es in the existing policies or
bringing in new policies”

The GR had predicted ad-
verse impacts of climate
change on agriculture, and
possible floods and health-
related problems caused by
it.

“The rise in temperature
in the State will lead to
changes in rainfall and heat
index. The rising tempera-
ture and changes in humidi-
ty in 2030, 2050 and 2070

~will have adverse impact on

crop production.”

Health hazards

The GR said these condi-
tions would lead to increase
in health hazards. “The pos-
sible high rainfall will have
adverse impact on basic in-
frastructure such as roads
and bridges, farming on the
riverbanks, and popula-
tion.”

A special cell was set up
even then to look into the
implementation of the poli-
cy and coordination with
the Central government and
NGOs.
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Flood situation
improves in
Odisha districts
STAFF REPORTER H/""f
Th?&tfod Asituation in Od-
isha has shown signs of im-
provement as rain has

stopped in almost all -

Except for Malkangiri
and Kalahandi, there was
hardly any rain in any oth-
er district on Thursday.
The floodwater flowing to-
wards the delta region in
the Mahanadi river was not
likely to pose any major
threat as its level was de-
creasing. People in low-ly-
ing areas close to the coast
are, however, worried
about possible overflowing
of floodwater before dis-
charge into the sea.

At Naraj, the water level
was gradually dropping.
The water discharge at
Kharimal into the Mahana-
di was measured at 3.35
lakh cusecs and at Barmul,
it was 5.88 lakh cusecs. In
most major rivers, the wa-
ter level has been found
either falling or steady.

Special Relief Commis-
sioner Bishnupada Sethi
said 64,354 people were
evacuated and sheltered in
173 relief camps. Of them,
83 camps with 23,383 eva-
cuees were operating on
Thursday.
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Floods abate
in Goa rain

continues
H=I¢/ 8
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PANAJ1L
Amidst continuing rains,
Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant said on Thursday
that the state has sought fi-
nancial aid from the Centre
for rehabilitation of the
flood-affected people.
Several areas in Pernem,

- Bicholim and Thivim teh-

sils were inundated in the
last two weeks, leading to
evacuation of over 150 fa-
milies. One person was
washed away in Sattari teh-
sil. Many incidents of house
collapse and roads getting
washed away were also re-
ported. With the intensity
of the rains going down,
floodwaters have receded.
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‘We have to convince farmers about importance of shifting
from water-guzzling crops to water efficient crops’

Putting the debate over bringing water
under Concurrent list of the Constitution
to rest, the Union water resources (Jal
Shakti) minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in a conversation with
Vishwa Mohan and Dipak Dash said
it was time to handle water issues in an
integrated and holistic manner:

B There was discussion during the
previous Modi administrationto
bring water into the Concurrent
list so that the Centre can
legislate on the issue. What's
the current position?

A committee has deliberated on the
issue and found that there is no need for
it. So, there is no such proposal pending
with the government as of now. Evenmy
personal opinion is that this is not the
solution. It's not as if doing that will end
all problems. The issue needs to be
dealt with in an integrated and holistic
manner. It has, in fact, been started with
integration of all water related issues
under one ministry (Jal Shakti) in the
present government. There is also need
tochange people’s mindset.

B What’s the progress on the Ganga
cleaning effort?

It's not a one-day issue. It's not as if
we clean the river once and it remains
clean forever. Though efforts toclean the
river had begun in the mid-1980s, no one
had then treated the issue in a holistic
manner. Over Rs4,000 crore was spenton
it during 1985-2014. Whatever little
infrastructure was created had stopped
working as states could not do it in
absence of an operation and maintenance

mechanism. We had. however, started
working on it in a holistic manner by
adopting the river basin approach. You
cannot clean Ganga without cleaning
Yamuna and you cannot clean Yamuna
without cleaning Kali and Hindon. We
had established authorities and started
handholding states. Primarily, states
will have to execute it. The river Ganga
can't be clean in a few years. It's an
ongoing effort where everybody
will have to come on board.

TP
Q&A B When should we expect
results on Gangacleaning?

We have been simultaneously
working on multiple fronts - be it
creating sewage infrastructure, ghat
development, surface cleaning or
afforestation. I can tell yvou confidently
that the river water would certainly be
clean from Devprayag (origin) till
Haridwar-Rishikesh in Uttarakhand by
end of this year.

We'll complete all sewage infra-
structure works and create capacity to
treat sewage water so that no untreated
sewage from any urban habitation in
the state can enter the Ganga. I would
like to again emphasise that it's an
ongoing process and we have been working
on it with all sincerity. If you look at
water parameters, Ganga is still the
cleanest river of the country barring
four-five stretches in UP and Bengal.

B Agriculture in India consumes lot
of water due to inefficient practices.
How can this be tackled?

We have to convince farmers about
importance of crop diversification and
shifting from water-guzzling crops (such

as paddy and sugarcane) to climate
resilient and water efficient crops (such
as millets and maize). We, however,
cannot expect farmers torespond unless
we incentivise them.

In this context, I must appreciate
decision of Harvana government to
incentivise those farmers who voluntarily
shifted from paddy to maize and other
less water consuming crops. I must
also appreciate the Maharashtra
government’s move to allow sugarcane
cultivation only through precision
(drip) irrigation. That way, the
farmers will not only save water
butalso get better productivity,
B What about finding _
adequate finance for ‘Nal Se ']
Jal’ (piped water supply)
scheme and other targets?

We have converged schemes.
We look at huge participation
of NGOs, civil society and corpo-
rates earmarking their CSR fund for
activities. We have successful
examples of ‘Sujalam
Suphalam’ scheme in
Gujarat and ‘Mukhya
Mantri Jal Swav-
lamban Abhivan’in
Rajasthan where
lawmakers and /‘
government
employees
contributed
a portion
of their
salaries. We
need to rise
above  the

belief that only government can deliver.
B How confident are you of meeting
Swachh Bharat target by October 2?
Is it true that a significant share of
toilets built are not twin-pit ones?
We will meet the target. We are
working with two states - Odisha and
Goa-where there is a little gap. There is
no doubt that twin-pit technology is
the ideal one. Now, we are promoting
retrofitting. One-third retrofittingof old
toilets has already been completed.
B Government launched ‘Jal Shakti
Abhivan® (water conservation
. campaign through de-silting
. of water bodies and digging
g up new ponds) when the
¥ monsoon had already started.
" We have made a beginning
I and the people in panchayats
have started thinking about it.
At least, someone has thrown a
stone inthe still water to create
ripples. The integration
of different
departments has
helped create

awareness
/ among people.
One focus of the
drive is to
 rejuvenate the
old and tradi-
4 tional water
,/' 4 bodies.  People
used to protect

' ponds and clean

them in the past.
We need to restart
* thistradition.
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Help Lives Ravaged By Rain And Flood

Many want to contribute to those affected by ﬂoods and 1messant razns Some N(;( )S in 1 >lu of work in Ker ala Kamataka & Maharashtra

SEWA INTERNATIONAL OXFAM INDIA

Non-profit trust registered in 1997, Sewa
worked extensively in relief operations

in Kutch (2001), after the tsunami (2004)
and after floods in Uttarakhand (2013),
Chennai (2015) and Kerala (2018). In flood-
affected regions in Kerala, Karnataka and
Maharashtra this year, Sewa volunteers,
partners have rescued people, distributed
dry food, clothes, medicines, sanitation kits
and fresh food, and organised free medical
camps and community kitchens

PLANS | Have more health camps.
Distribute medical & food kits, help rebuild
lives of affected marginalised people

with sustainable interventions in health,
permanent shelter, drinking water and
education

HOW TO DONATE |

Account Name: Sewa International

A/C Number: 10080533304

A/C Type: Savings

Bank: State Bank of India, Jhandewalan
Extn, Delhi

IFSC Code: SBIN0009371

MICR No: 110002184

DONATE ONLINE: http://sewainternational.
ora/donation/

ADDRESS | Plot No. 49, DDU Marg, New
Delhi 110002 | Office Contact: 011-43007650
| Email: contact@sewainternational.org
Coordinators | Nishant Aggarwal +91-
9910550176 (nishanté@sewainternational.
org) | Deepak Singh +91-9654116997
(deepak@sewainternational.org)

ART OF LIVING

Non-profit, educational & humanitarian
organisation founded in 1981 has served
extensively in disaster relief, sustainable
rural devpt, women empowerment, pris-
oner rehabilitation among other areas,
As part of relief activities in Maharash-
tra, Art of Living volunteers from Mum-
bai, Pune, Satara, Solapur, Kolhapur,
Sangli are at the forefront with trauma
relief programmes being conducted for
communities. Similarly, in affected vil-
lages of Kerala and north Karnataka, the
volunteers distributed food, which will
be followed by conducting trauma relief
programs.

PLANS | Trauma relief camps to be
conducted

HOW TO DONATE |

Links for people to donate online for
flood relief:

Karnataka - http://tiny.cc/ka2019
Kerala - http://tiny.cc/kl

Maharashtra (Kolhapur & Sangli) —
http://tiny.cc/mh

Works for sustainable change in the
lives of the poorest and socially-
excluded communities, mobilising them
to campaign for economic and social
reform. In flood areas this year, it has
assessed needs of emergency food,
water, sanitation, and hygiene support
PLANS | Implement a twelve-month re-
sponse and recovery programme around
shelter, WaSH (water, sanitation and
health), EFSVL (emergency food security
and vulnerability livelihoods), nutrition
and education

HOW TO DONATE |

Account Name: Oxfam India

A/C Number: 01730010027730

A/C Type: Savings

Bank: Kotak Mahindra Bank, M43-A,
Greater Kailash II, New Delhi 110048
IFSC Code: KKBK0000173

MICR Code: 110485005

ADDRESS | Shriram Bharatiya Kala Ken-
dra, 4th- 5th Floor, 1, Copernicus Marg,
New Delhi, 110001 | Doner relation
officer: Fareena Khan +91-11-4653800

Army personnel shift residents to a safer place from flood-hit Sangli in
Maharashtra; (Below) People crossing ‘Yeluvare Halla Hole' (where a
bridge collapsed in heavy rain) in Karnataka's Dakshina Kannada

Established in 1947, CASA works toward
reducing inequality and injustice in India
by working with alliances of poor and
marginalized people, CASA works in the
thematic areas of education, livelihood for
farmers, skill training, gender justice and
climate change.

CASA staff is currently assessing the flood
affected regions of Kerala and Maharash-
tra to assessimmediate needs

PLANS | In a few days, CASA will reach out
to people with food items like rice, lentils,
tea and mustard oil, and non-food items
like tarpaulin sheets and utensil sets; and
hygiene material that include antiseptic
soap, comb, sanitary napkins, undergar-
ments and towels

HOW TO DONATE |

Account: M/S Churchs Auxiliary For Social
Action

A/C Number: 033201004979

A/C Type: Saving

Bank:ICICI BANK, W 2/6, West Patel Nagar,
New Delhi 110008

IFSC Code: ICICI0000332

MICR No: 110229047

ADDRESS | CASA, Rachna Building, 4th
floor, 2 Rajendra Place, Pusa Road, New
Delhi - 110008

Rescuers carry a victim of a«il'
hndeluecaused by torrential=
rains in Meppadi in Wayahad —

: 'dlshic! n Kerala -

o VR 2iae

SAVE THE CHILDREN

Child rights organisation that works in
India's remotest corners and in urban areas
to provide quality education, healthcare,
protection from harm, abuse, and life-saving
aid during emergencies to children. In flood
affected areas, activities include setting up
child-friendly spaces, distribution of shelter
and hygiene kits, needs-assessment, clean-
ing and disinfecting initiatives, distribution
of education kits in schools, reaching out to
anganwadis

PLANS | Improving WaSH infrastructure in
schools and communities: setting up raised
handpumps, improving sources of water and
sanitation, help schools re-commence, pro-
vide livelihood support (farm and non-farm),
skill-building programmes and in angan-
wadis initiating early childhood care and
development and nutrition programmes
HOW TO DONATE |

Account Name: Bal Raksha Bharat

A/C Number: 52205574986

A/C Type: Current Account

Bank: Standard Chartered, Branch Bara-
khamba Road, New Delhi - 110001

IFSC Code: SCBL0036020

MICR Number: 110036002

ADDRESS | 15t & 2nd Floor, Plot No. 91, Sec-
tor 44, Gurgaon 122003

A AID

Working in India since 1972 providing
humanitarian assistance to people af-
fected by natural disasters, through relief
and rehab efforts for poor and vulner-
able communities. With local allies, has
reached out to flood-affected families
particularly in Sangli and Sangola. Volun-
teers have distributed relief material in
villages submerged, Need-assessment is
being carried out in Bagalkot, Mallapuram
and Wayanad

PLANS | Immediate relief to affected
families in the form of food, safe drinking
water, clothing, hygiene kits, temporary
shelters, mosquito nets, fodder and sheds
for livestock

HOW TO DONATE |

Account Name: Action Aid Association
A/C Number: 003010101455298

A/C Type: Savings

Bank: Axis Bank Ltd, No 9, M G Road, Block
A, Bangalore 560001

IFSC Code: UTIB0000009

ADDRESS | Bangalore Office: 139, Rich-
mond Road, Bangalore - 560 025 | Mumbai
Regional Office: A3, Lumbini CHS, 1st
Floor, National Library Lane, Opposite
Vodafone Gallery, Bandra, West, Mumbai
- 400050 | Trivandrum Office: House # N1
(Ground Floor), Kurup’s Lane Sasthaman-
galam, Thiruvananthapuram 695010 | Co-
ordinators: Avinash Sapru +91-9811314654
| Dipali Sharma +91-9873084993 | Nandini
+91- 9901088012 | Nirja +91-9619115029 |
Sateesh +91- 9611745374

CARITAS INDIA

Founded in 1962, Caritas responds to
humanitarian crises. At present, Caritas
India staff and volunteers are assessing
immediate needs in Kerala, Karnataka, TN,
Maharashtra, Andhra and Telangana
PLANS | Provide emergency assistance to
10,000 families in Kolhapur, Pune and San-
gli of Maharasthra; Kasaragod, Wayanad,
Malappuram and Kannur in Kerala; Nilgiri
of Tamil Nadu and in Karnataka, Andhra
and Telangana with food and water, sanita-
tion, hygiene and shelter

HOW TO DONATE |

Account Name: Caritas India

A/C Number: 11050200039552

Bank: The Federal Bank Ltd, M-17, Con-
naught Circus, New Delhi 110001

IFSC Code: FDRLO001105

ADDRESS | CBCI Centre, 1 Ashok Place,
(Near Gole Dak Khana), New Delhi 110001 |
Contact: + 011 23363390, 23742339 | Email:
director@caritasindia.org | Website: www.
caritasindia.org | Coordinator: Anjan Bag
+91 983106589
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Kerala rain toll mounts to 108

h-lsl g

Rescue teams recover three more bodies from landslip-hit Kavalappara

{ SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

;. THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Rescue teams recovered
three more bodies from
landslip-hit Kavalappara in
Malappuram district on
Thursday, even as the cen-
tral and northern districts of
Kerala reported significant
decrease in rainfall intensity.

34 still missing :
The State-wide death toll in
rain havoc has now risen to
108. As many as 34 people
are still missing, including 26
in Malappuram, seven in
landslip-ravaged Meppadi in
Wayanad district and one
person in Kottayam.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), in a 4
p.m. update, indicated that
rainfall activity in Kerala will
go down over the next few
days. Yellow alerts signalling
the possibility of isolated
heavy rainfall (up to 11.5 cm)
have been issued for Idukki,
Kannur and Kasargod for Fri-

_day. All other districts can
expect light to moderate
rainfall on Friday and over
the next few days, IMD said.

More people left relief
camps for their houses with
the flood waters receding.
The number of camps came

Toll continues to go up in Karnataka

. A

Arduous task: Rescue workers recovering a body from a site of landslip following heavy rainfall

at Kavalappara in Malappuram district. =pmi

down from 1,206 on Wed-
nesday to 1,057 on Thursday.
As many as 54,799 families
(1,75,373 people) are still be-
ing accommodated in the
camps, the government said.

Till Thursday, 1,115 houses
have been reported as des-
troyed in the rain fury in dif-
ferent districts. About 11,901
houses have been damaged.

On Wednesday, the Kerala
Cabinet announced an im-
mediate  assistance  of
$10,000 each to flood-affect-
ed families, 10 lakh to peo-

ple who lost both land and
homes and an assistance of
¥4 lakh for repairing dam-
aged houses.

Searches continue
Search operations continued
at Kavalappara in Malappu-
ram and Puthumala in Waya-
nad, where a series of land-
slides had wiped out two
villages last week, to trace
those who were feared to
have been buried alive.

It was comparatively a
sunny day at Puthumala,

[ !

where earth-movers and
sniffer dogs were engaged in
tracing the missing people.
Drones were engaged in
search operations at Kava-
lappara. Northern Malapu-
ram district accounted for
most deaths with toll there
rising to 43 on Thursday and
28 people still missing, fol-
lowed by Kozhikode (17),
Wayanad (12 deaths, 7 mis-
sing), Kannur 9 and Thrissur
9 deaths, the government
said.
(With PTI inputs)

H-dg

Authorities confirm that 62 persons have died in the State since August 1

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU
The flood waters may have
receded, but the death toll
continues to rise in Karnata-
ka. Disaster management
authorities have confirmed
that 62 persons have died
since August 1, making it one
of the deadliest floods in the
State since 2009.

Apart from this, 14 people
are missing. On Thursday,

disaster management auth-
orities increased crop loss-
affected areas by over
66,000 hectares to 5.35 lakh
hectares, while the number
of houses damaged has
touched 71,000 now.
Though the Upper Krish-
na basin in Maharashtra and
parts of Malnad received
moderate rains, the inflow
into rivers has reduced. On
Thursday, inflows into the

State through the Krishna
was at the rate of 2.26 lakh
cusecs. “Inflows into the re-
servoirs are steadily decreas-
ing; the flood situation has
improved,” said the State
Disaster Management Auth-
ority. However, water at the
rate of over 5 lakh cusecs
continued to be released
from Almatti and Naraya-
nayapura dams.

While over 40,000 per-

sons have returned home
from relief camps, the 943
operational camps continue
to harbour around 3.5 lakh
people. Karnataka State Nat-
ural Disaster Monitoring
Centre forecasts light rain in
Belagavi district, which is
the worst affected, while
coastal and Malnad regions
are most likely to receive wi-
despread moderate to heavy
rains.
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“In Karnataka, farmers

desert homes, cattle
H-rs%
Families fear landslips and flooding

RAVIPRASAD KAMILA
DIDUPE

Over 300 members of
about 55 farmer families
living in four areas at the
foot of the Western Ghats
in Malavanthige gram pan-
chayat in Belthangady ta-
luk, on the border of
Dakshina Kannada with
Chikkamagaluru * district
have deserted their homes
leaving their cattle behind.

Some of them venture
into their villages on foot —
an arduous journey — to
take care of the cattle but
return in the evening.

Vasantha Gowda from
Nandikkad area, who has
taken shelter in a relative’s
house at Didupe, said un-
less the torrential rain
stopped, none would dare
to sleep in their houses
overnight as there were
chances of landslip and
flooding.

With the memories of
flash floods, which hit ma-
ny areas in the gram pan-
chayat limits on Friday af-
ternoon, © still haunting
them, they have been tak-
ing shelter in relief camps
and in the homes of rela-
tives in the taluk for the
past five days.

Flooding by the waters
of the rivers and rivulets,
which carried sludge and

huge trees following land-
slips on the ghats, exten-
sively damaged arecanut
plantations and homes at
Nandikadu, Parlamakki,
Tulapule and Kajakke
areas. These areas are 3
km to 6 km from the Di-
dupe-Somanthadkka—Ujire
main road.

With portions of the
mud roads leading to the
areas getting washed away,
it takes about four hours
for them to cover 6 km on
foot from Dipude-Soman-
thadkka main road, said
Keshava Gowda from Par-
lamakki, who has taken
shelter at a home near Kuk-
kavu in the nearby Mitta-
bagilu village.

“Never in the past have
such floods hit our areas,”
said Vasantha Gowda. He
added that the source of
the landslips appear to be
Durgada Betta, deep in the
Western Ghats bordering
Chikkamagaluru district. A
3-km stretch of the road
leading to Nandikkad has
been completely damaged.
“It is full of silt and trench-
es,” he said.

The former president of
the Malavanthige gram
panchayat D. Dinesh Gow-
da said at least 22 roads in
the panchayat limits had
been damaged
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Maha Oppn Seeks Full
Farm Loan Waiver .

Build houses for those whose homes are damaged, says Pawar

Our Political Bureau

Mumbai:Leaders of the Opposition in
Maharashtra have sought a blanket farm
loan waiver in the flood-affected districts
of the state, especially Konkan, Kolha-
pur, Sangliand Satara.

Maharashtra Congress chief Balasa-
heb Thorat and other party leaders inclu-
ding Prithviraj Chavan met Chief Mini-
ster Devendra Fadnavis on Wednesday in
this regard. They also termed as “mini-
scule” the state government’s Rs 6,800-
crore assistance to the flood-affected peo-
ple and said it should be scaled up to at le-
ast?15,000 crore.

The Congress delegation also deman-
ded that the state government give
260,000 per hectare as compensation for
loss of crop.

The Nationalist Congress Party echoed
the demand. Party chief Sharad Pawar
said that apart from sugar cane, soyabe-
ancrop toohasbeen completely damaged
and thegovernmentneedstonot justgive
a farm loan waiver but also make arran-
gements so that farmers can sow their
cropsagain,

The state government should also build
houses for those whose homes have been
damaged in the floods, he said.

A'blanket farm loan waiver even in the-
seaffected districts would be difficult for
the state government as many farmers
‘have large holdings—some going up to 50
acres and more—and have taken lakhs in
loans. y

The state government’s response to the
opposition’sdemands will be closely wat-

STRATEGIC LOCATION
Kolhapur, Sangli
‘\3 andSatarafallin
the western part of
Maharashtra, atraditional
stronghold of NCP & Cong.

ched as it has already faced flak from for
thewayrescueworkduringtheﬂoodswe«
recarried out.

Kolhapur Sangli and Satara are part of
western Maharashtra, which has been
the traditional stronghold of the NCP
and the Congress. The BJP has been try-
ing to make inroads in these belt for a
long time. Assembly polls in these re-
gions will be held later this year. -
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Heavy rain triggers landshdes in Md1 Kullu

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

'MANDI, AUGUST 14
The Mandi-Pathankot high-
way blocked for several
hours this morning due to a
massive landslide at Magal in
Mandi district, which led to a
long traffic jam. 3

However, the administra-
tion deployed its workforce
and machinery to clear the
road and the traffic. was
restored by 11 am.

The district had seen a
heavy rain for two days, trig-
gering landslides at several
places but no loss of life was
reported. Similarly, a land-
slide blocked Aut-Luhri NH
305 at Karsha under Anni
sub-division of Kullu district.
However, after one hour, the
road was cleared for traffic.
The road in the Sainj valley
was also blocked till 12 noon
~ today due to flash flood in

the Pagal nullah.

_ — = i f - - = 3 s = - R .
Alandslide blocks a road near Mandi on Wednesday. The district has been wﬂnessihg’heawrain for the past two days. Ja Kumar

‘Sarkariareviews
work at Ropar
~headworks

CHANDIGARH, AUGUST14 |
‘Water Resources Minister
‘Sukhbinder Singh Sarkaria
on Wednesday wvisited the
Ropar headworks and Pong
Dam near Talwara. He
reviewed various ongoing
works at the headworks and
other places related fo the
‘Water Resources Department.

Sarkaria reviewed the
ongoing lift irrigation project
in the Changer area near
Anandpur Sahib, Under the
project, the locals would get
water for agriculture and
domestic requirement.

The lLift irrigation scheme
has been a long-pending
demand of residents of the
Changar area which compris-
es over two dozen villages on
the Punjab-Himachal Pradesh
border. Terming the schemea
big relief for the area, Sarkaria
told the officials to complete
the project on time and any
laxity would not be tolerated.

He visited the Pong Dam
and paid floral tribute at
Shaheedi Samark. He also
met a delegation of locals
led by MLA Arun Dogra at
Talwara. ogra demanded 5
cusec water from Shah
Canal feeder for hilly wvil-
lages of Talwara. — TNS
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