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City’s water crisis

With growing urbanization putting our scarce water re-
sources to severe strain, meeting the burgeoning demand
for water for drinking, household and industrial uses has
emerged as a big concern. The lack of proper planning and
absence of a vision for the future has resulted in undue
pressure on water sources, especially groundwater, and
unless appropriate interventions are made, the practice will
become unsustainable. Cities across the world are putting a
lot of emphasis on harnessing water effectively and sus-
tainably while minimizing waste. Ironically, State capital Gu-
wahati which has the perennial Brahmaputra flowing right
through its heart still continues to grope in the dark for
evolving a holistic solution to the problem of potable water
shortage. With the much-talked-about mega water supply
project developing cold feet and the existing arrangements
almost in a defunct state, the citizens are having a harrow-
Ing time in meeting their daily water needs. This has caused
large-scale extraction of groundwater and with unscrupu-
lous elements resorting to commercial supply of potable
water, the day is not far when groundwater depletion will
wreak havoc in the city. Till the time the mega water supply
project starts delivering, the authorities need to augment
the loopholes in the existing supply system. Strict rules
should be enforced for checking the rampant extraction of
groundwater before the situation around out of hand.

Even as the city continues to reel under acute water
shortage, the citizens have voiced strong resentment
over the Jal Board's recent hike in the water rent. The
opposition of the citizens is justified because the city does
not yet have a full-fledged water supply network and
charging hefty rates (or the irregular and unreliable wa-
ter supply is untenable. It has also been alleged that the
hike has been far steeper compared to those in other
cities and there is no provision for supplying 20 litres of
free water as is the practice elsewhere. There is a clear
need to streamline the water supply services provided
by the PHE Department. Over the years, government-
sponsored interventions have been made and huge
amounts spent but the impact on the ground has been far
from visible. Apparently, serious lacunae have been there
in policy formulation and project implementation. Accord-
ing to a recent Niti Ayog report, only 62% of the State’s
rural habitations have been fully covered by drinking water
schemes in Assam, and more worryingly, there has been
negligible reduction in water quality issues. In urban are-
as only 20% of the population has access and no waste
water is treated. Even these statistics do not portray the
ground reality, as most of the water supply schemes hard-
ly function to their capacity. The report notes that Assam
needs to improve on several fronts, which is stating the
obvious. Also, the State has agro-climatic zoning-based
cultivation on only 16% land, no feeder segregation, and
negligible micro-irrigation coverage.
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SURPLUS rains in the Cau-

very river basin in 2019 mea-
ns residents of Bengaluru can
heave a sigh of relief, as they

of water until next monsoon.
Likewise, the state does not
have to get into a legal battle
with Tamil Nadu on sharing
Cauvery river water. How-
.ever, from 2021, Bengaluru is
lzkely lo face acute water

urbanisation, migra-
tion and lack of any
new water sources
as the user base
_increases.

In its report to

Bengalaru is uéigd() o '
its underground water

have been assured their quota :

shortiage owing to unplcmned

Rains
provided
some relief from
water shortage

the National Green Tribunal,
an Expert Commillee
observed that the City has
already over-utilised its
water resources.
Groundwaler extraction
through borewells is at the
highest and Bengaluru is
among 12 cities that are
extracting more than 100 per
cent of groundwalter.
Illegal water tankers domi-
nate the private water supply
business with most of
i Lhem fleecing resi-
dents where Cau-
very water supply
is still not
available.
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NGT panel to hold meet on

Bl st | omesec.

solid waste management

STAFF REPORTER H - 5
NEW:DELHI 3
Following orders of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT), the first meeting of
an NGT-appointed com-
mittee on municipal solid
waste management will be
held on November. 19.

The committee com-
prises representatives
from the NITI Aayog, Mi-
nistry of Urban and Hous-

‘ing Affairs, Ministry of Jal

Shakti, National Mission
for Clean Ganga, Ministry
of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change and
the chairman of the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board (CPCB). -
Earlier, the green panel
had observed that accord-
ing to data provided by
the CPCB, there are more
than 4,000 legacy waste

7
dump gsjtes across the
country that require re-
mediation under the rele-
vant solid waste manage-
ment rules.

“Besides, this will un-
lock the land occupied by
such waste sites which is
urgently required for set-
ting up integrated waste

- management and process-

ing facilities or for affores-
tation, green belts, biodi-
versity parks and buffer
zones in accordance with
the environmental laws,”
a Bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel had
observed. ;

The Bench had also ad-
ded, “If necessary, a part
of the land could be mo-
netised is so decided by
the state 'governments
concerned.”
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NATURE’S FURY

Record flood in Venice: Italy -
declares state of emergency e

Agencies themassivetide.

« letters@hindustantimes.com Residents whose houses had
y been hit would immediately get

VENICE: Italy declared a stateof = up t05,000 euros ($5,500) in gov-

emergency for Venice late on

ernment aid, while restaurant

Thursday after an exceptional —andshopownerscouldreceiveup
tide surged through churches, 1020, 000eurosandapplyformom
shops and homes, causing mil-  later, hesaid.
lions ofeuros worth of damage to Several museums remained
the UNESCO city. closed tothe publicon Thursday.
Touristslarked around in the
flooded St Mark’s Squareinthe =~ AUSTRALIA BUSHFIRES:
sunshine, snapping selfies in DEATHTOLLRISESTO4
their neon plasticbootsand tak-  BURRELLCREEK:The death toll from
ingadvantageofarespiteinbad  devastatingbushfiresineastern
weather which has driven the  Australiahasrisentofouraftera
hightides. man’s body was discoveredina
Sirenswarningoffreshflood-  scorchedareaofbushland, police
ing rang through the canal city ~ said on Thursday.
early Thursday but the water Threeothers have perishedin
level remained low comparedto  bushfires in New South Wales,
Tuesday’s tide, the highest in 50 the state worst affected by aseries
years. Prime Minister Giuseppe  of catastrophic fires that broke

Conte, who has called the flood-
ing “a blow to the heart of our

out along the eastern seaboard
late last week. More than 100

country”, met Venice’s mayor  blazeswereburningon Thursday
and emergency services before  but a respite from tough condi-
jumping in a speed boat to visit  tions has seen the danger from
many firesdowngraded. * A view of the ﬂooded St. Mad( s Square in Vemce on Thursday REUTERS

businesses and locals affected by
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