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SC gives Centre three months to form
T.N.-Karnataka water disputes tribunal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday gave the Centre
three months to constitute
an Inter-State River Water
Disputes Tribunal to re-
solve the dispute between
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
over constructions in Pen-
naiyar river.

Tamil Nadu had filed an
original suit in 2018 against
Karnataka’s work on check

dams and diversions’ struc-
tures in the river.

Tamil Nadu told the Su-
preme Court that Karnata-
ka had no right to utilise the
waters of the Pennaiyar to
the detriment of the people
of Tamil Nadu. The flowing
water of an Inter-State river
was a national asset, and no
single State can claim exclu-
sive ownership of it, Tamil
Nadu said.

In a previous hearing,
the Centre had stated that

Tamil Nadu’s complaint
was referred to a negotia-
tion committee, and there
was “no likelihood of settle-
ment by negotiation”.

The Centre had submit-
ted that it was “likely to
constitute a tribunal to re-
solve the dispute between
the two States”.

Tamil Nadu argued that
a 1892 agreement over the
river water was “valid and
binding” on the party
States. Tamil Nadu said that

“Karnataka, without fur-
nishing the details of its
new diversions or new
schemes or projects and ob-
taining the consent of the
lower riparian State, should
not suo motu proceed to
construct check dams/
pump directly from the riv-
er or from the tanks drain-
ing into the river, which
would clearly amount to an
infringement of the rights of
the inhabitants of the Plain-
tiff State [Tamil Nadu]”.
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Mullaperiyar water level at
141 feet, second warning issued

The Hindu Bureau
IDUKKI

Tamil Nadu on Wednesday
issued the second flood
warning after the water le-
vel in the Mullaperiyar
dam in Idukki touched 141
feet at 6 a.m. The maxi-
mum storage level as per

the apex court order is 142
feet.

The water level conti-
nued to rise in the reser-
voir and reached 141.35 ft
at 7 p.m., officials said.

Tamil Nadu would issue
the final warning if the le-
vel touched 142 ft and re-
lease water to the Periyar.

Idukki Collector Sheeba
George said there was a
possibility of opening the
spillway shutters of the
Mullaperiyar dam if the
water level reached the
maximum level.

The water level in the
Idukki reservoir was
2,381.14 ft on Wednesday.
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Causeways
across Cooum
closed for now

CHENNAI

The causeways across the
Cooum, upstream of city limits,
which were inundated after the
recent rain, have been closed
temporarily, officials of the
Water Resources Department
said. » PAGE 3
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Causeways across
Cooum inundated
in upstream areas

Water Resources Department has closed the flooded causeways; plans to build a
check dam across the river at Adigathur at an estimated cost of 17 crore

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he causeways across the

Cooum, upstream of city

limits, which were inun-
dated after the recent rain, have
been closed temporarily.

Officials of the Water Re-
sources Department said that
with the unpolluted stretch of
the Cooum receiving good in-
flow, the river carried about
2,000 cusecs (cubic feet per se-
cond). This was enough to inun-
date some of the causeways.

A few causeways across the
river at Maduravoyal and Adaya-
lampattu have been barricaded
to prevent entry of vehicles.

The check dams in various
places, including Pudumavilan-
gai, Putlur and Jamin Korattur,
were overflowing.

Though it had been proposed
to flush the Cooum by diverting
water from the Poondi reser-
voir, the department has not ta-
ken any steps in this regard as
the river had a good flow.

To conserve water, the de-
partment is set to build a check
dam across the river at Adigath-
ur by mid-January.

Officials said the storage
structure would be constructed
for a height of 1.5 metres across

Cyclone impact: The causeway across the Cooum on Poonamallee High Road
which has been closed after the rain caused by Cyclone Mandous. M. VEDHAN

the 200-metre wide river. It
would have a capacity to store
50 million cubic feet of water
and would have the capacity to
regulate the flow of up to
32,000 cusecs of water.

The 17-crore project would
mainly help recharge water ta-
ble in nearly seven surrounding
villages, including Egattur,
Thandalam Selai and Kadam-
bathur in Tiruvallur district.

Residents were dependent
on the river for their irrigation

and drinking water needs.

The department had trans-
ferred water from Pudumavilan-
gai check dam across the river to
a chain of tanks in Kesavanal-
lathur, Kadambathur and Egat-
tur.

There was an option to create
a direct link from the portion of
the river near Adigathur to fill
Egattur tank, the officials added.
The project was expected to be
completed within one year, the
officials said.
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Flood warning: Mullaperiyar dam level crosses 141 ft

Idukki (Kerala), Dec 14:
An alert has been sounded
by Kerala as the water level
in Mullaiperivar Dam here
crossed 141 ft on
Wednesday.The district
authorities here said the
‘second flood warning' was
issned as the water level in
the reservoir touched 141 ft
at 6 am,

“The water level reached
141.20 ft at 12 noon. If the
excess water is released, it
will reach the Idukki
Reservoir in  the down-
stream,” an official source
said.

The maximum permissible
limit of water storage in the
dam is 142 ft, District
Collector Sheeba George

gaid in a statement.

There are chances of
releasing extra water by
opening its shutters if the
water level touches the max-
imum permissible limit, she
2aid.

The departments con-
cerned and its heads should
take emergency steps as per
the povernment directives in

this regard if there iz any
situation of releasing excess
water.

Necessary alerts should
also be passed on to the local
people and the media based
on information from the
District Emergency
Operation Centre (DEQC),
the statement added.

— PTT
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Penniyar river dispute: SC gives
Centre 3 months to form tribunal

Karnataka opposes tribunal;
says talks inconclusive

v

NEW DELHI, DHNS

r I Yhe Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted
threemonths'time tothe

Centre to set up Penniyar Wa-

ter Disputes Tribunaltoresolve

the issues related to sharing of
water berween Tamil Nadu and

Karnataka.

A bench of Justices M R Shah

and C T Ravikumar rejected a
plea made by the Union govern-
ment for sixmaonthsin orderto
complete the entire process as
per the established procedure
tosetup the tribunal.
Initsapplication, the Centre,
led by Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati, submit-

ted that the Cabinet note for

the constitution of the Penni-

var Water Disputes Tribunal
hasbeen appraved by the min-
ister (Jal Shakt) and the same
hasbeen circulated to the Min-
istry of Home Affairs, Ministry
of Law and Justice, Ministry
of Finance and Prime
Minister's Office, for
their comments within
twoweeks,

The counsel also said B2
the decision would re- S
guire Cabinet approval =
as well and it would take six
months’ time. Observing that
this can be done within 24
hours, the bench said it would
grant three months’ time for

the purpose.
The court put upthe matter

for further consideration on
March 14,

Senior advocates Shyam
Divan and Mohan V Katarki,
appearing for the Karnataka
government, opposed the for-
mation of the tribunal,
saying no prima facie
casewas made by Tamil
Nadu in its complaint
& and negotiation has
P remained inconclusive,
= Inits complaint filed
on November 30, 2019, Tamil
Naducontended that Karnata-
kahas takenup constructionof
a reservoir across River Mar-
kandeya, a tributary of Penni-
var, diverted surplus waters of
Varthur tank, implemented

lift irrigation scheme at Yella-
mallappa Chetty tank, pumped
water at Belahalliand launched
ascheme to pumpthe waters of
Penniyar from Thattanur vil-
lage to distribute to 160 tanks.

On November 14, 2019, the
Supreme Court permitted the
Tamil Nadu government toin-
voke the powers of the Union
government in terms of the
provisions of the Inter-State
Water Disputes Act and seek
the constitution of a tribunal
on the dispute over sharing of
water,

On January 20, 2020, the
Uniongovernment constituted
the negotiations committee to
resolve the water dispute,
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UN recognises Ganges project asinitiative to restore natural world

Restoring the river is one
of India's major push to
cut pollution

WONTREAL. PTI

nambitious project that aims
to improve the healthof the
o5, India’s holy river,
isamong 10 “ground-breaking”
«efforts recognised from around
the globe by the Unived Nations for

their rolein restoring the natural
warld.

According to a report unveiled
during the UN Biodiversity Con-
ference (COP15) hereon Tuesday,
climate change, population growth,
industrialization and irmigaton
have degraded the Ganges along its
arcing 2.525-kilometre course from
the Himalayas to the Bay of Bengal.

Restoring the health of the Gan-
ges is the focus of 2 major push o
cut pollution, rebuild forest cover
and bring a wide range of benefits
ta the 520 million people living
aroursd its vast basin,

The initiatives were declared
World Restoration Flagships and
are eligible to receive UN-backed

promotion, advice or funding,
They were selected under the
banner of the Unied Nations
Decade on Ecosyster Restoration,
aglobal movement coordinated by
the UN Environment Programme

(UNEP) and the UN Food and Agri-

culture Organisaton (FAD).

Itis designed toprevent and
reverse the degradation of natural
spaces across the planet, the UN
said. Together, the 10 flagships aim
to restore more than 68 million
hectares —an aredbigger than
Myanmar, France or Somalia—
and ereate nearly 15 million jobs,
the UN said.

“Transformingour relationship
with nature is the key to reversing

the triple planetary crisis of climate
change, nature and biodiversity
loss, pollution and waste,” said
UNEP Executive Director Inger
Andersen.

“These 10 mangural World Res-
toration Flagships show that with
political will, science and collabora-
tion across borders, we can achieve
the goals of the UN Decade of
Ecosystem Restoratnon and forge
amore sustainable future not only
far the planet but also for those of
us who call it home.™ Andersen said
here.

Onthe Ganges River Rejuvena-
tion progect, the UN noted that it
was launched in 2014,

The government-led Namami

Gange initiative is rejuvenating,
protecting and conserving the
Ganges and its tributaries, reforest-
ing parts of the Ganges basin and
promoting sustainable farming,
aceording to the statement.

The project alse aims to revive
key wildlife species, including river
dolphins, softshell twrtles, otters,
and the hilsa shad fish.

The initiative, with an invest-
ment of up to $4.25 billion so far,
has the imvolvemnent of 230 organ-
isations, with 1,500 km of river
restored to date.

Additionally, there have been
30,000 hectares of alforestation
0 far, with a 2030 goal 0f 134,000
heetares, according to the UN.
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UN recognises Ganges project among
ten mitiatives restoring natural world

MONTREAL: An ambitious
project that aims to improve
the health of the Ganges,
India's holy river, is among
10 "ground-breaking” efforts
recognised from around the
globe by the United Nations
for their role in restoring the
natural world.

According to a report
unveiled during the UN Bio-
diversity Conference (COP15)
here on Tuesday, climate
change, population growth,
industrialisation and irriga-
tion have degraded the Ganges
along its arcing 2,525-kilome-
tre course from the Himalayas
to the Bay of Bengal.

Restoring the health of the
Ganges is the focus of a major

push to cut pollution, rebuild
forest cover and bring a wide
range of benefits to the 520 mil-
lion people living around its
vast basin.

The initiatives  were
declared World Restoration
Flagships and are eligible to
receive UN-backed promaotian,
advice or funding.

They were selected under
the banner of the United
Nations Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration, a global move-
ment coordinated by the UN
Environment Programme
{(UNEP) and the UN Food
and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO).

It is designed to prevent and
reverse the degradation of nat-

ural spaces across the planet,
the UN said.

Together, the 10 flagships
aim to restore more than 68
million hectares an area big-
ger than Myanmar, France or
Somalia and create nearly 15
million jobs, the UN said.

"Transforming our relation-
ship with nature is the key to
reversing the triple planetary
crisis of climate change, nature
and biodiversity loss, pollution
and waste," said UNEP Execu-
tive Director Inger Andersen.

"These 10 inaugural World
Restoration Flagships show
that with political will, science
and collaboration across bor-
ders, we can achieve the goals
of the UN Decade of Ecosystem

Restoration and forge a more
sustainable future not only for
the planet but also for those of
us who call it home,” Andersen
said here.

On the Ganges River Reju-
venation project, the UN noted
that it was launched in 2014.

The government-led
Namami Gange initiative is
rejuvenating, protecting and
conserving the Ganges and its
tributaries, reforesting parts
of the Ganges basin and pro-
moting sustainable farming,
according to the statement.

The project also aims to
revive key wildlife species,
including river dolphins, softs-
hell turtles, otters, and the hilsa
shad fish. AGENCIES



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Morning Standard - 15- December-2022

Centre gets 3 months to
form panel for river dispute

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

THE Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted central
government three months time
to complete the process of con-
stituting Inter-State River Wa-
ter Disputes Tribunal to resolve
Tamil Nadu — Karnataka
Pennaiyar river dispute.

A bench of Justices
MR Shah and CT Ravi-
kumar however reject-
ed to grant centre six
months time to complete
the process of constituting
the tribunal.

“In the facts and circum-
stances of the case and consid-
ering the facts stated herein
above, we grant three months
time to the centre to complete
the process of constituting the
tribunal to resolve the dispute
between two states. Put up on

March 14,” the court said in its
order.

Apprising the bench of the
process which was to be fol-
lowed for constituting the tribu-
nal, Central government in the
application before the SC had
stated that it may not be possi-
ble to constitute the tribunal

within four weeks. Seeking
extension of six months,
centre in the applica-
tion had said that pur-
suant to the Minister of
Jal Shakti approving
the cabinet note for the
constitution of the water
disputes tribunal it has been
circulated to MHA, Ministry of
Finance and PMO on Nov 29,
2022 for their comments.

Court’s order came in the suit
that was filed by Tamil Nadu on
May 18, 2018, Tamil Nadu seek-
ing a permanent injunction on
the project.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Morning Standard -

15- December-2022

Rahul, Shekhawat spat over central fund

%

RAJESH ASNANI @ Jaipur

THE Eastern Rajasthan Canal
Project has once again raised
political temperature in Rajas-
than, with the Congress and
the central government engag-
ing in a war of words over the
ambitious Rs 40,000 crore
project that aims to provide
water to 13 districts of the
state.

During his Bharat Jodo Yat-
ra on Tuesday, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi attacked the cen-
tral government for not ap-
proving ERCP as a national
project. On the same day, Un-
ion Jal Shakti Minister GS
Shekhawat laid down certain
terms on which the Centre
would agree.

However, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh and
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Wednesday
slammed the Centre's offer,
saying that despite the promise
made by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in 2019, his govern-
ment is doing nothing but mis-
leading the people. Shekhawat
had put the ball in the state’s
court on the ERCE which has
been a bone of contention be-
tween the Gehlot government
and the Centre,

The Rajasthan government
wants 3,500 million cubic me-
tre of water from Kunnu, Par-
vati, Kalisindh on 50% diver-

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with former REI governor Raghurah_ﬁaian. party

=

leader Sachin Pilot during Bharat Jodo Yatra in Sawai Madhopur an Wednesday | em

sion. But the Madhya Pradesh
government is readyv to give
only 1,700 million cubic metres
of water to Rajasthan on 75%
diversion, citing the points of
meeting of the Interstate Con-
trol Board. Instead of ERCP,
the Special Committee meet on
Interlinking of Rivers has ap-
proved the proposal for inte-
gration of Kalisindh-Chambal
Link Canal Project with ERCP,

Q

Ashok Gehlot, Rajasthan CM

A decision in this regard was
taken in the 20th meeting of
SCILR held in Delhi on Tues-
day under the chairmanship of
Shekhawat. Later Shekhawat
stated that if the Rajasthan
government agrees on 75% di-
version, then the Centre is
ready to give 90-10 funding.
Instead of ERCP the central
government seems to be work-
ing on a plan to connect rivers

It is apparent that the central government has failed. That's why
Shekhawat has started chanting the old tune. When Rahul mentioned
ERCP, the BJP got scared that they may lose all the seats

RAGHURAM RAJAN
JOINS RAHUL'S YATRA

Former RBI governor Raghuram
Rajan joined Rahul Gandhi in the
Bharat Jodo Yatra on Wednesday
morning. Rajan walked nearly 10
km along with Rahul Gandhi in
Rajasthan’s Sawai Madhopur
district and the duo had a long
discussion on the state of India's
economy. The conversation
between Rahul and Rajan lasted
for more than half an hour. Later
in the day, Rahul Gandhi remarked
that “100 capitalists of the
country have as much money as
half of Indias population.
Narendra Modi also works on their
instructions. Modi does what
they say. That's why G5T was
wrongly implemented.”

through the Task Force of In-
terlinking of River. Under this
scheme, Rajasthan and Mad-
hya Pradesh have been includ-
ed in the top five priorities for
providing water. This project is
said to cost half of ERCE How-
ever, hitting back at Shekha-
wat's statement, Gehlot said,
“It is apparent that the central
government has failed. That's
why Shekhawat has again
started chanting the old tune.
When Rahul Gandhi men-
tioned ERCE, the BJP got scared
thatthev may lose all the seats.
That's why I say that you make
ERCP a national project.”
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