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Authority not here to benefit
businesses, says CGWB chief

Jeet Mashru

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Even as the Mum-
bai Water Tanker Association
ended its strike on Tuesday
after assurances that the state
will seek relaxation in the
new guidelines, the chairman
of Central Ground Water
Board (CGWB) said that the
guidelines are for the whole
nation cannot be changed for
one state or a city.

In a telephonic interview
with HT, Sunil Kumar, chair-

man of CGWB, said, “These
rules are made following a
National Green Tribunal
order. The states can make
their own guidelines on the
basis of the CGWA guidelines.
The guidelines are imple-
mented nationwide and can-
not be changed for one state
or city.”

Elaborating on the rules of
having a mandatory land
ownership of 200 square
meters per well, Kumar said,
“A well has an interference of
up to 200 square meters, so to

ensure equity and that tank-
ers don't take others’ water
from the ground, the guide-
line of having a radius of 200
square meters is imple-
mented. It is for the benefit of
all.” Kumar said that the
potable water extracted from
ground should not be used
for construction activities.

“The authority is not here
to benefit businesses. The
first right on water is for
drinking, second for agricul-
ture and third for industry.”
he said.
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Jal Jan Abhiyan starts from Feb 16

Times News NeETwoRrk

Palanpur: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on February
16 will virtually launch the
Jal Jan Abhiyan which will
be carried out for eight
months jointly by the Brah-
makumaris (BK) institution
and the Union government's
Jal Shakti ministry.

The virtual event will be
held at Shantivan, the inter-
national headquarters of
Brahmakumaris, on Februa-
ry 16. On the occasion Union

Jal Shakti Minister Gajend-
ra Singh Shekhawat, Bolly-
wood actor Nana Patekar
and the Maharaja of Udai-
pur, Lakshyaraj Singh, will
be present among others, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment of BK.

The mission aims to con-
serve and recharge 5,000 re-
servoirs, wells, step wells
and other water bodies
across the country. The mes-
sage of conservation will be
conveyed through meetings,
conferences, rallies, and se-

minars in cities and villages.
In all, 10,000 programmes are
expected to be held. One lakh
men and women have been
enlisted for this task and aim
is toreach out to 10 crore peo-
ple. The executive secretary
of the mission, BK Mrityun-
jay said that the programme
will be held across the count-
ry till December 2023,

Brahmakumaris will to-
ur different parts of the co-
uniry to educate people abo-
ut water conservation thro-
ugh plays, rallies, etc.
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Nepal, India
discuss
_collaboration on
~ water resources

KATHMANDU, PTi: Nepal's
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Energy, Wa-
ter Resources and Irriga-
tion, Rajendra Lingden, on
Tuesday in a meeting with
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra discussed matters of
mutual interests, including
cooperation in the energy
and water resources sector.
Kwatra, whowasonatwo-
day visit to the Himalayan
nation, where he has also
served as the ambassador,
met Lingden at Singhdur-
bar here. During the meet-
ing, the two sides discussed
bilateral relations and mat-
ters of mutual interests as
well as cooperation between
thetwo countries, according
tosources close to Lingden.
“The meeting focused on
the issues pertaining to co-
operationand collaboration
between the two countries
for the development of the
energy and water resources
sector,” the source said.
‘Welcoming Kwatra, who
was on his maiden visitto the
country after taking charge
as the foreign secretary,
Lingden, who is also the
chairperson of the Rastriya
Prajatantra Party, extended
bestwishes for his successful
tenure, the sources added.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hindu- 15- February-2023

‘States, UTS, local bodies
are responsible for
maintaining their rivers’

MosS for Jal Shakiti says Ministry has been providing financial assistance to States, UTs

to remove pollution from the rivers through the centrally-sponsored NRCP

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

t is the responsibility of
l States, Union Territories
and local bodies to ensure
treatment of sewage and indus-
trial effluents before discharging
them into rivers and waterbo-
dies, Minister of State for Jal
Shakti Bisweshwar Tudu has
said.
He was responding to Mem-
ber of Parliament Kanimozhi

NVN Somu’s question on wheth-
er the government had sanc-
tioned funds for the restoration
of rivers and waterbodies in Ta-
mil Nadu during the last five
years.

The MP also asked the Minis-
ter to provide details of the mea-
sures the government plans to
take, or has already taken, to-
wards protecting the Pallikara-
nai marshlands from encroach-
ment by constructions and
garbage dumps.

The Minister explained that
through the centrally-sponsored
scheme of National River Con-
servation Plan (NRCP), the Mi-
nistry had been providing finan-
cial and technical assistance to
States and Union Territories for
abatement of pollution in identi-
fied stretches of rivers, on a
cost-sharing basis. The scheme
covered activities such as shore-
line protection, in-situ cleaning,
storm-water management and
treatment of water, he said.
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Sea level rose by 4.5 mm peryr
during 2013-22 period: WMO

NEW DELHI: Global mean
sea level rose by 4.5 mm per
year during the period 2013-22
and human influence was very
likely the main driver of these
increases since at least 1971, the
World Meteorological Depart-
ment (WMO) said on Tuesday.
Sea level rise threatens several
low-lying small islands. It is a
major threat for countries such
as India, China, Netherlands
and Bangladesh, some of which
comprise large coastal popula-
tions. Several big cities on all
continents are threatened such
as Mumbai, Shanghai, Dhaka,
Bangkok, Jakarta, Maputo,
Lagos, Cairo, London, Copen-
hagen, New York, Los Angeles,
Buenos Aires and Santiago. It is
a major economic, social and
humanitarian challenge, the
WMO said in a report.
Global mean sea level
J increased by 0.20 m between

1901 and 2018. The average
rate of sea level rise was 1.3
mm per year between 1901 and
1971, 1.9 mm per year between
1971 and 2006, and 3.7 mm per
year between 2006 and 2018,
it said.

Sea-level has risen faster
since 1900 than over any pre-
ceding century in at least the
last 3,000 years. The global
ocean has warmed faster over
the past century than since the
end of the last deglacial transi-
tion (around 11,000 years ago),
the department said.

Over the next 2,000 years,
global mean sea-level will
rise by about two to three m
if warming is limited to 1.5
degrees Celsius, two to six m
if limited to two degrees Cel-
sius and 19 to 22 m with five
degrees of warming, and it
will continue to rise over sub-
sequent millennia. In case of

very high greenhouse gas emis-
sions (total failure of mitiga-
tion) there is a risk of sea-level
rise of two m by 2100 and even
15 m by 2300, the WMO said.
The 2015 Paris Agreement
aims to limit global warming
to well below two degrees Cel-
sius above pre-industrial lev-
els and pursue efforts to limit
the temperature increase to
1.5 degrees Celsius. Global
temperature has increased by
around 1.1 degree Celsius com-
pared with the average in 1850
1900. The population, poten-
tially exposed to a 100-year
coastal flood is projected to
increase by about 20 per cent
if global mean sea level rises by
0.15 m relative to 2020 levels;
this exposed population dou-
bles at a 0.75 m rise in mean
sea level and triples at 1.4 m
without population change and
additional adaptation. AGENCIES
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ISSUES STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

Follow all saleguards in road projs
within 100-km of IB, LoC: Centre

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Close on the
heels of the Joshimath crisis,
the Centre has issued a stan-
dard operating procedure ask-
ing agencies to mandatorily
implement environmental safe-
guards in all roads and highway
projects falling within 100 km
of the International Border or
the Line of Control.

The standard operating
procedure (SOP) issued by the
Union environment ministry
on February 6 stresses on man-
datory disaster management
plans, risk assessment and eco-
fragility studies and precau-
tions during tunnelling.

The guidelines come seven
months after the ministry
waived the requirement for
environmental clearance for
highway projects up to 100 km
of the International Border (IB)
or the Line of Control (LoC).

“The guidelines are to be
followed for all roads/highway
projects falling within 100 km
trom the International Border/
Line of Control for sustainable
environmental safeguards.

“Further, the exemption of
prior EC (environmental clear-
ance) for all highway projects
up to 100 km from the LoC
or border does not exempt it
from approvals, consent, per-

REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

missions etc, required to be
obtained under any other act,
rule, regulation, bye-laws and
notification etc,” read an office
memorandum issued to chair-
persons of all pollution con-
trol boards, expert appraisal
committees and environment
impact assessment authorities,
among others.

Agencies should conduct a
risk assessment and, based on
that, a disaster management
plan as per the Disaster Man-
agement Act be prepared. It
should be approved by a com-
petent authority and imple-
mented, the ministry said.

“If the proposed route is
passing through any hilly area,
comprehensive study on vul-
nerability for landslide, slope
stability, (the) vulnerability of

the project area from the point
of view of seismic activity tak-
ing into account the seismic
zone in which it is located, (an)
eco-fragility study of the area
shall be carried out through
reputed technical institute on
the basis of which environ-
mental friendly and safe con-
struction methodology shall
be adopted,” it said.

Project proponents have
been asked to prepare land-
slide management plans and
take all remedial, precautionary
measures before, during and
after construction. They should
ensure that all environmental
safeguards are mandatorily
implemented under the super-
vision of subject experts before
undertaking construction.

In case of cutting or

» SOP issued by govt
on Feb 6 stresses on
mandatory disaster
management plans,
risk assessment and
eco-fragility studies
and precautions during
tunnelling

» The guidelines come seven
months after the ministry
waived the requirement

for environmental
clearance for highway
projects up to 100 km of
the IB or the LoC

» ‘Agencies should conduct
a risk assessment and,
based on that, a disaster
management plan as per
the Disaster Management
Act be prepared. It
should be approved by a
competent authority and
implemented’

embankment, measures should
be taken to control soil erosion
from the embankment and pre-
vent landslides, rockfall etc.

“If the proposed route
involves tunnelling and/or
horizontal directional drilling,
a detailed study on tunnel-
ling and locations of tunnel-
ling with geological structural
fraction and its possible impact
on the existing structures in its
vicinity, flora, fauna, terrain,
etc. should be carried out so
as to ensure that there is no
damage to life, property and
environment in its vicinity,”
the ministry said in the office
memorandum.

It also mandates carrying
out a comprehensive assess-
ment of the water catchment,
hydrology and drainage pat-

tern within 10 km of the align-
ment. The natural course of
rivers or creeks should not be
diverted. All the major and
minor bridges and culverts
should not affect the drainage
systems. Flood plains of the riv-
ers and drainage systems are
not to be disturbed. Rainwa-
ter harvesting structures are to
be constructed on either side
of the road. “In case the road
passes through a floodplain of
a river, detailed assessment of
micro drainage, flood passages
and flood periodicity should
be carried out and a manage-
ment plan prepared and imple-
mented. Appropriate measures
must be taken while undertak-
ing digging activities to avoid
any likely degradation of water
quality,” it said.
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‘Aquifer mapping to be
completed by March’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Aquifer map-
ping of the country would be
completed by March this year,
an exercise that will help vari-
ous states gauge availability of
ground water and its recharge
potential,

Responding to a question
in the Rajya Sabha on Monday,
Minister of State for Jal Shakti
Bishweswar Tudu said out of
the total geographical area of
around 33 lakh sq km of the
entire country, around 25 lakh
sq km of mappable area has
been identified.

“So far, an area of 24.57 lakh
sq km (as on December 30,
2022) has been covered under
the programme. The remaining
areas are targeted to be covered
by March 2023, the minister
said in a written response to a
question.

The Central Ground Water
Board (CGWB) has taken
up the Aquifer Mapping and
Management Programme
since 2012 under the scheme
of Ground Water Management
and Regulation,

The programme is aimed at
delineating aquifer disposition
and their characterisation for
preparation of aquifer or area
specific ground water manage-
ment plans with community

Highlights

» Qut of the total
geographical area of
around 33 lakh sq km,
around 25 lakh sq km of
mappable area has been

identified

» The Central Ground
Water Board has taken
up the Aquifer Mapping
and Management
Programme since 2012
under the scheme
of Ground Water

Management and
Regulation

participation.

The management plans
are shared with respective
state governments for tak-
ing appropriate measures or
implementation.

Aquifer mapping is a scien-
tific process, wherein different
analyses are applied to charac-
terise the quantity, quality and
sustainability of ground water
in aquifers.

When a water-bearing
rock readily transmits water
to wells and springs, it is called
an aquifer. Wells can be drilled
into aquifers and water can be
pumped out.
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