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Concernover
dam water level

falling to 50%

Stock dries up

Saurabha Kulshreshtha

mumumbal @hmdustantimes com

MUMBAI: Water level in dams
across the state has fallen to
50.57% well before the com-
mencement of the summer sea-
=on, sparking concerns of shont-
age as the existing stock must
last for anather fve months, till
July 15. The Marathwada region
Thas the lowest water availability
At 27.84%, while availability is
highestin the Konkan region at
G5.86%.

Maharashtra has 2,994 small,
medivm and major dams with a
total live storage capacity of
40485 million cubic metres.
The total stock in these dams in
mid-February was 2047263
million cubic metres, or 50.57%
wof the capacity, 18% lower than
last year's water level of G8,37%,
Most dams in the state did not
have adequate inflow in 2023
wowing to dry spells during the
TIONS 00,

The extent of the water crisis
is horne out the 567 tankers that
are currently supplying water to
518 villages and 1.282 hamlets
across the state. as per the
weekly report of the water sup-
ply department. Only six tank-
ers were in operation during the
same pericd last year. Chhat-
rapati Sambhaji Nagar and

B Region-wise water availability
in Maharashtra in mid-February

Jalana districts account for 216
tankers, while 136 tankers hawve
been pressed into service in
Mashik district to supply potable
water.
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KCR constructed projects
without distinguishing
between barrage and dam

PNS B HYDERABAD

Alleging that the BES government
ha.dEtztEcn up prn_ichtT without
knowing the difference between a
barrage and a dam, Irrigation
Minister IN. Uttam Kumar
Reddy said that the govern-
ment sought a m%?
the Mational Dam
Safety  Authority
{NDSA) :n.‘garquthc e
three barrages of
Medigadda, Annaram
and Sundilla. !
He said that the gov
ermnment will launch a

Devadula ayacuts are overlapping.
The Medigadda Barrage was
destroyed as KCR constructed the
barrage thinking that he was an

intellectual. It is irresponsible of

KCR to say that the barrage should
be filled with water now” Uttam
said.
He said that public
funds running into
thousands of crores
were lost in the con-
struction of dams and
barrages. Who will take
responsibility for that,
Uttam asked and added
that the Congress gov-

police probe based on GNP E R ernment will settle the

NDSA recommenda- SN - matter.

tions. d:;;;':::;j; fr:-f KCR spoke irrespon-
Speaking to the media barvage thinkiny sibly on Tuesday at the

on Wednesday, Uttam

ment had spent huge irresponsibie of

that he was an

said that the BRS govern- e ing. Why didnt KCR

Malgonda public meet-

his mouth on the

amounts of money on KCR to say that Medigadda Barrage?,
constructing the bar- JEEEEEUEHELELE  Uitam asked and made it

Tages.

at home saying that his

advice is enough. Why go for KCRs
advice now? KCR spent public
money like a monarch. We will ask
the police to launch a probe based
on the Vigilance report. The CWC
said that the Kaleshwaram,
Cectharama, Sammakka and

o fn'l_e:l “"":h clear that the Congress
“People made KCR sit water now

government will not fill
water in the Medigadda
Barrage as KCR said as that would
endanger the public.

He said that the Thummidihatti
design is a good one and that 165
lakh acres would get irrigated if the
comparatively cheap project is exe-

cuted.
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