CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

After receiving moderate
rains on Thursday, a few
parts of the city witnessed
light drizzles on Friday as
well, Malkajgiri received the
highest rainfall of 2mm, The
temperatures in the city
have also dropped due to
the rainfalls and the night
temperature recorded in the
early hours of Friday was
19.9 degree Celsius.

According to the forecast
by IMD, Hyderabad, the city
is likely to witness light to
moderate thunderstorms
throughout the week.

The sky will generally be
cloudy, with surface wind
around 6 to 10 kilometre per
hour, While it is expected
that most parts of the city
will receive light drizzle, as
per the TSDPS the eastern
and southern parts of the
city, including the areas of

Statewide
rainfall

Malyalapalli, Peddapalli

Jannaram, Mancherial

Kawal Tiger Reserve, Mancherial
R

kulapalli, Peddapalii SN o

T

Dharmaram, Peddapalli

L S

Kapra, Secunderabad,
Uppal, Hayathnagar, Rajen-
dranagar and Malkajgiri
might receive moderate rain
on Saturday and Sunday.
The minimum and maxi-
mum temperatures in the
city are likely to be around
20 degree Celsius and 29 de-
gree Celsius, respectively.
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LOWEST
TEMPERATURES

HYDERABAD

Rajendranagar 18.6°C
Serilingampally  19.2°C
Hayathnagar 19.7°C
Qutubullapur 19.7°C
Alwal 19.7°C
STATE

Sangareddy 12.8°C
Narayanpet 14.5°C
Vikarabad 15.1°C
Nizamabad 17.1°C
Adilabad 17.1°C
Due to the western distur-

bances, Telangana has been
receiving unusual rains in
the winter for the last few
days. Several districts of the
state, including Mancherial,
Nirmal, Yadadri Bhongir,
Khammam and Adilabad re-
ceived up t033.5mm rainfall
on Friday.
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A MARCH started on January 9 by the
Congress, which was meant to cover 100
ke in 10 days, was halted on Thursday, a
day after the Kamataka High Court had
raisexd questions on how it could be camed
out amid rising Covid- 19 cases in the state.

The ‘Mekedatu march' had been
launched for implementation of a project
to build a reservoir on the Cauvery near
Mekedatunear the Tamil Nadu borcer The
proposed ceservoir which aims t supply
drinking water to Bengaluru andsurround-
ing rezions, has been challenged in the
Supreme Court by Tamil Nadu on the
around that it would eat nto the state's
share of Cauvery water as adjudicated by
the court in 2018,

The Kamataka Pradesh Congress
Committee, which had Jabelled the march
the Walk for Water' has termporarily sus-
pended itciting rising Covid-19¢ases, and
saying it would resume when the crisis
slbsided.
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March for Mekedatureservoiralted: the project,legalissues & oltics

The project
Proposed by Kamatal, e prjctenis-

ages aresenvoir ear Onfigondiy, about 15 | -

ham fom Mebecatu (which eralymeans ] &

g0t lean) in Ramenagaradistrictofsouth
Kamataka at the confiuence of the Cauvery
and Arkavedhirvers.Iiskm from the Tami
Nadu border and 100 kan from Bengalun.

In 2013, the Congress covemment in
Kamataka headed by Siddaramaiah pre-
pated a feasibility teport for the reservoir
project with a storage capacity of 6716
thorusand million cubic feet (TMCF) of wa-
ter that would aim to supply 475 TMCF o
Bengaluru and its surrounding areas, be-
sides generating 400 megawatts of ydro-
electric power, The project was estimated
tocost Rs 000 crare atthetime. twas pro-
posed to be built across an area of 5,252
hectares, incuding 1,869 hectares of resenve
focestland.

The project will nzed multiple clear-
ances from the Centre.and courts as it in-
volves the Cauvery water sharing dispute.

Current status
In arusary 2019, the then Congress-|D(S)

Siddaramaiah, DK Shivakumar and
otherCongress leaders during the
march near Bengaluru on Tuesday. 7
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state govenment headed by H D
Kiumaraswammy submitted adetailed project
report to the Central Water Commission
and the Cauvery Water Management
Authority (CWNEA), The report i yet to be
approved.

The project also needs environmental

(learances since large portions of forest
land will be submerged ifthe reservair is
buil. Environmentalsts have raised con-
cems about thisandabout an elephant cor-
ridor that would be covered by the pro-
posed resenvo,

The project can anly be executed with

the consent of Tamil Nadu, which has al-
ready challenged .

The politics

Withayeartogo for the Assemblyelec-
tions, the protest by the state Congress s
Deing seen & aneffort i atact voters in
south Kamatakathrough the emotivessue.
TheCongressis hoping todisplace the DY)
% the most influential party in the
Voklkaliga heartland. These are the two
mai rivalsn this region, where 80 ofthe
state's 124 seatsare at take. The ruling BP
has avery small presence here.

The Meketadu march or ‘Walk for
Water'ithe brainchild of KPCC president D
K Shivalumar who s seen as aspiring tobe-
come Chief Minister, The 10-day march
sought tobuikdanarrative that the BJPsov-
emnments, both in the state and at the
Centre, are ot in a position to implement
the projet.

Topreventthe Congress from seizing the
naative,the OS] has announcedits own
programme tocollect waterfrom 15 rivers
from January 26 to hold a Ganga puja.
Kumaraswarmy has said the Congress only

proposed the Mekedatu project but it was

DS hatpreperedthedetad et
eport.

Haltto the march

(n Wednesday, the Kamataka High
(ourtquestioned the BjP zoverment inthe
state s well as the Congress on how the
march could be carried out when the gov-
emment has imposed curbs on all gather-
ings due o the recent rise in Covid cases,

The BJP has alleged that the protest
marchiis a primary cause for the rise in
Covid numbers.

Congress leaders Shivakumar and
Siddaramaiah fallowing consultations with
(cher party leaders, announced on Thursday
that the protest would be suspended tem-
porarily The stateeaders had reportedlyre-
cefved asignal from the party cenfralleag-
exship to call off the march as it could
damage the party outside of Kamataka

The 10-day march was supposed totra-
verseover 100km and culminateinamas-
siverallyinBengaluru on anuzry 19, When
Paled, ithad traversed around 30 km over
four days.
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Extreme weather

claimed 1.750 lives
in India in 2021

2021 was 5th warmest yr in India since 1901’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: India saw 1,750
deaths due to extreme weather
events in 2021, with Maharash-
tra being the worst-affected
state with 350 fatalities, fol-
lowed by Odisha and Madhya
Pradesh, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department said on Friday.

Thunderstorms and light-
ning reportedly claimed 787
lives in India last year, while
759 people died in heavy rain-
fall and flood-related incidents,
it said.

Cyclonic storms claimed
172 lives and 32 others died
due to other extreme weather
events, according to the IMD's
annual climate statement.

Heavy rainfall and flood
related-incidents claimed 215
lives in Maharashtra, 143 in
Uttarakhand, 55 in Himachal
Pradesh, 53 in Kerala and 46
in Andhra Pradesh, according
to the report.

Thunderstorms and light-
ning claimed 213 lives in Odi-
sha, 156 in Madhya Pradesh,
89 in Bihar, 76 in Maharash-
tra, 58 in West Bengal, 54 in
Jharkhand, 49 in Uttar Pradesh
and 48 in Rajasthan.

The Met Department said
223 people died due to extreme
weather events in Odisha, 191
in Madhya Pradesh, 147 in
Uttarakhand, 102 in Bihar, 98
in Uttar Pradesh, 92 in Gujarat
and 86 in West Bengal.

Sixty-seven died in Kerala,
62 in Rajasthan, 59 in Him-
achal Pradesh, 57 in Jharkhand,
50 in Andhra Pradesh, 45 in
Karnataka, 34 in Tamil Nadu,

ureseniniive imoge

Thunderstorms and lightning claimed 213
lives in Odisha, 156 in Madhya Pradesh,
89 in Bihar, 76 in Maharashtra, 58 in
West Bengal, 54 in Jharkhand, 49 in Uttar
Pradesh and 48 in Rajasthan

32 in Jammu and Kashmir, 25
in Telangana and 14 in Assam.

Of the seven deaths
recorded in Delhi due to
extreme weather events, four
occurred because of heavy
rainfall and flooding, the IMD
data showed.

Meanwhile, the IMD said
that the year 2021 was the fifth
warmest in India since 1901,
with the country recording its
annual mean surface air tem-
perature at 0.44 degree Celsius
above normal.

“The year 2021 was the fifth
warmest year after 2016, 2009,
2017 and 2010 since 1901. The
annual mean air temperature
for the country was recorded
at 0.44 degree Celsius above
normal,” the MeT depart-

ment’s annual climate state-
ment stated.

“The winter (January to
February) and post-monsoon
(October to December) sea-
sons with all India mean tem-
perature anomalies of 0.78
degree Celsius and 0.42 degree
Celsius respectively mainly
contributed to this warming,”
it said.

In 2016, the annual mean
surface air temperature for
the country was 0.710 degree
Celsius above normal. It was
0.550 degree Celsius and 0.541
degree Celsius above the aver-
age temperature in 2009 and
2017, respectively. In 2010, the
mean annual air temperature
stood 0.539 degree Celsius
above normal, it said.
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For Powai lake, NGT sets up
panel to see laws not flouted

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Observing that
the “ground situation is far
from satisfactory”, National
Green Tribunal (NGT) prin-
cipal bench at New Delhi has
constituted an 8-member jo-
int committee in the Powai
lake matter for coordinated
action to ensure compliance
of laws to protect man-made
water body and prepare an
action plan covering “all
aspects of environment”.

The nodal agency for co-
ordination and compliance
will be the State PCB and Sta-
te Wetland Authority, said
the NGT order passed by a
bench headed by NGT chair-
person, Justice Adarsh Ku-
mar Goel was on an applica-
tion filed by environmental
NGO Vanashakti and Stalin
Dayayand that raised their
grievance of pollution of Po-
wailake ineastern suburbof
Mumbai and failure to take
remedial action.

The NGT in a detailed or-
deronJanuary12said, “Whi-
le the issue of (cycle) track
pending before Bombay high
court needs no comment at
this stage, as that aspect can
be dealt with in the said pen-
ding proceedings, there is
need to deal with the unre-

medied pollution, having po-

tential for damage to the en-

vironment and the wildlife.”

The NGTsaidthe Brihan-
Mumbai Municipal Corpo-
ration (BMC) “acknowled-
ges the pollution of the lake
due to buildings and habita-
tionsand inability to remedy
the situation in spite of ef-
forts made.” BMC said the
Powai lake is a man-made la-
ke planned asan anti-famine
measure for Mumbai and
sanctioned in 1889.

The NGO cited various

Though certain initiatives
are said to have been taken
for restoration of the lake
and prevention of damage to
theenvironment, stepssofar
taken are not adequate and
desired results are yet to be
achieved. There is thus need
to continue sustained efforts
by state authorities as well
as civil society and to main-
tain constant vigilance.”
Advocate Zaman Ali for
Vanashakti had submitted
that sources of pollution are
discharge of effluents and

Thereis need todeal with the unremedied pollution,

having potential for damageto the environmentand
wildlife. Water quality of the lake can lead to killing of fish,
affecting the crocodile nestling sites, dependent of fish.
Order of National Green Tribunal's principal bench

studies and reports and said,
“adedicated PowaiLake Res-
toration and Conservation
Department may be consti-
tuted to strictly monitor the
progress of restoration and
its maintenance.”

The NGT order said,
“There is need to deal with
the unremedied pollution,
having potential for damage
to the environment and wild-
life. Water quality of thelake
can lead to killing of fish, af-
fecting the crocodile nest-
ling sites, dependent of fish.

sewage, illegal reclamation
for construction and dum-
pingof debris. Thelakeisho-
me to scheduled species of
wildlife under Wild Life Pro-
tection Act and the grievan-
ce was that the authorities
failed in duty towards the
‘public trust’ doctrine.

BMC had submitted that
due to lack of proper path-
way access and unlit areas,
illegal activities are suspec-
ted on the banksand a public
project for the lake’s rejuve-
nation was undertaken.



