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lewels in the countrys reser-
vioirs and foodgrain storage ane being
closely monitored to ensure that inrl-
gation, power generation, and —
muost eritically — grain supplies do
nat wilt in the heat.

Prime Minlster Narendra Modi
last week called for optimal grain
storage, fire audits, and mock drills
in hospitals as preparations for the
harsh summer forecast by the
meteorological department, and
asked officials vo track the water
levels in reservoirs.

This is all the more vital given the
grim projections of El Nino and its
passible Impact on Indla’s southwest
mansoon this year, o far, not much
can be sald with certainty about El
Nino's Impact on the monsoon,
except that it is expected to appear
during the second half of the four-

month southwest
MOnsaon oLl The Centre has targeted
starting June. to procure 34.1

tonnes of wheat from
Reservoirs: Bad farmers in the coming
news and good

Already, water levels
In the reservolrs are
less than the corre-
sponding period of
last year. as on March
04, The good news is
that the water levels
are higher than the average of the
last 10 years during the correspon-
ding period.

Of the 143 reservolrs monitored
by the Central Water Commilssion, 18
have electriclty projects linked to
them. Live storage in the reservoirs
I 86449 billicn cubic metres {BCM),
which is 49 per cent of their total live
storage capacity, atoording to the res-
ervoirs bulletin of March 0% Last
vear, during the same period. the
total water available in these reser-
woirs was 53 per cent of the capacity.

Hoerever, the water available this

seas0n starting April,

significantly higher
than the actual

procurement of
about 19 million
tonnes in 2022-23
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Searing summer on the cards, all
eyes on reservoirs, grain storage

Reservoir levels lower than last year but higher than10-yraverage; ample elbow room in grain storage for now

vear is significantly higher than the
average storage during the same
period of the last 10 years, which is
75.218 BCM. The water levels in res-
ervoirs dipped this year due to the
lower-than-expected winter rains in
miost parts af the country.

From January 1 to February 285,
rainfall across the country was
about 45 per cent less than normal.
Not only that, in February 2023, the
monthly average maximum tem-
perature over the Indian region was
the highest sinee 1901, while the
monthly average minimum was
the fifth highest, according to the
Met department.

The sverage minimum tempera-
ture was the second highest in
Febmuary over north-west India, third
highest for east and north-east, and
fifth highest for pan-Indla since 1901,
That made February unusually dry,
depleting the reservolrs,

Reglon wise, the March 09, 2023,
Central Water Commission data
showed that except for the 10-add
reservoirs in north
India, water levels in
on reservoirs of all the
the country were lower
than last year. But, In
all reglons, warer lavels
were much higher than
their 10-year average.

To recap, the Met,
in its March to May
forecast, had said that
both maximum and
minimum temperatures over most
parts of east, north-east, central and
narth-west India was expected to
remain above normal. Only In
Southern Peninsular India, both the
maximum as well as minimum will
remain normal to below normal.

Grain storage: Ample space,

for now

Prime Minister Modi, in his review
meeting last week. directed the Food
Corporation of India to ensure opti-
mal storage of grains in extreme
weather conditions.
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Foodgrains storage is a critical
aspect of the preparations for
fighting heat waves. March to May Is
the period when wheat procurement
across  the coantry's nerthern
belt — in the states of Punjab,

Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Gujarat and western Uttar
Pradesh — is at its peal.

These are states where the impact
ofheat is felt most severely. With pro-
longed exposure to heat, the wheat
lying in the open zither in mandis or

elsewhere could deteriorate in quality.

The Centre has targeted to pro-
cure 34.1 million tonnes of wheat
from farmers in the coming season
starting April, significantly higher
than the actual procurement of
about 19 million tonnes in 2022-23

According to povernment data,
the total storage capacity available
with FCI and state agencies, both
owned as well as hired, is 71.39 mil-
lion tonnes as of January 2023
Foodgrain stocks, as on February 1,

2023, were 33 million tonnes.

‘This means there is ample storage
space avallable with the government
even befare the wheat procurement
gathers full steam, This Is largely on
aceount of the huge offtake of wheat
and rice in the last three o four vears
due to Fradhan Mantri Gameeb
Kalyan Ann Yojana alongside the
uswal public distribution system.

For now, it seems that govern- |
ment will be able to face the
challenges.
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DDA sets monsoon date for floodplain revamp

Vibha.Sharma
@Etimesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
intensified the planting of
15,000 saplings and riverine
grass for restoration of the
Yamuna flocdplain from the
Wazirabad Barrage to the
ISBT Barrage (Yamuna Van-
asthall) before the monsoon.

Asenior DDA official said
some of the work, such as de-
veloping lawns on some por-
tioms, giving shape tonatural
depressions for water bodies
and intensive cleaning of the
gite, was complete, “We have
alsodug pits in the Noodplain
for planting saplings of fruit
trees and riverine grass
mostly grown in such areas
to support the natural habj-
tat, attract birds and stop soil
erosion. The site measures

DDA will plant 15,000 saplings and riverine grass on the floodplain

around 2365 hectares and
the entire rejuvenation pro-
ject is being carried out wit-
hout disturbing the natural
coosystem,” sald the official.

Among the native variety
of saplings to be planted are
Pilkan. Sheesham., Arjun,
Bamboo, Desi Babul, Kath Ja-
munand Gular. “These plants
will bear fruits and help in

the nesting of birds. Conside-
ring that the number of
plants here are huge, we have
procured varieties from va-
rious sources. The saplings
are 56-foot in height and aro-
und 23 years old. All atten-
tion will be paid by the de-
partment toensure that these
saplings survive and grow
properiy” the official said.

Cleaning the banks

Lisutenant Governor VK
Saxena had inspected the
Shastri Park-Bela Farm-Gar-
hi Mandu area of the floodpla-
Inon Saturday and directed of:
ficials to clean, restore and re-
juvenate the 11-km stretch.

Cleaning the banks and
Noodplain by removing garba-
ge, construction waste, anij-
mal waste amd encroach-
ments isoneol themain tasks,
the official said. “While clea-
ning the waterbody is being
done simultaneously requ-

ests have been made to other
civicagencies tocontribute to
keeping the area clean. The
district magistrate and senlor
officials on Monday visited
the site to check the progress
of work. There isalsoa plan to
remove encroachments and
garbage being dumped at the
site,” the official said.

The site is surrounded by
localities like Seelampur,
Shastri Park and Usmanpur.

“Cleaning, desilting, res-
toration and maintenance of
the two main water bodies on
the banks with the aim of in-
ter-connecting all water bo-
dies through a channel is im-
portant and a priority™ the
official said. “It will ensure
uniform water levels and
support extensive plantation
throughoul the stretch in a
triple-grid layered design.”
the official said.
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e88 than a quarter of

rural households and

under two-thirds of ur-

ban ones in India re-
ported having piped water for
drinking in thelr houses or
vard, according to a report
just released by the National
Statistical Office. About 70%
of the rural households re-
ported having exclusive ac-
cess to A latrine while 21.3%
reported having no access to
a latrine, exclusive or other-
whse. The report. based on o
large survey, also shows that
almaost hall of rural house
holds are still using Mrewood
as the primary souroe of ¢
ergy for cooking.

The survey; called the Mul-
tiple Indicator Survey (MIS),
was part of the Tth round of
the National Sample Survey
Organisation (NSS0). Initial-
Iy planned to be conducted
over the course of 2020, it was
extended till August 15, 2021
following the pandemic. The
survey covered LG lakh house
holds in rural areas and an-
other 1.1 lakh households in
urhan areas.

During the time of the
survey, 16.1% aof males and
43.8% of females aged 15-24
were neither studying nor
working or being trained.
Less than half of all those
aged 18 or more had exclu-
sive acoess o mobile phones.
The report confirms the
progress in financial inclu-
sion in India with nearly
90% of those surveved re-
porting having an account
individually or jointly with
banks, other Mnancial insti-
tutions or mobile money
service providers.

Although the penetration
of piped drinking water is
abysmal in many states,
more than 95.7% of people
reported having access to an
“improved source of drink-
ing water™. This is defined
as water taken from packed
bottles, piped water into a
house, yard or from a nelgh-
bour, public tap, tube well,
hand pump, covered well,
tanker and so on,

Among major states, As-
sam, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and Odisha
are among the worst in ac-
cess o tapped drinking water
for both rural and urban
households. Kerala, Manipur,
Nagaland, and Jharkhand
have less than 90% access to
an improved source of drink-
ing water, Similarly, Bihar
sdharkhand and Odisha have
the lowest proportion of ru-
ral households with aocess to
an exclusive toilet. For all
other states, the proportion
of such households is more
than &0%. In the same three
states, more than 30% of
households had no access to

THERIRES GHIA4RY 181 Ml 2033

3 out of 4 rural homes without
piped drinking water: NSSO
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a latrine,

In Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
West Bengal, Nagaland and
Madhya Pradesh, for more
than 70% of households, fire-
wood is the primary source
of energy for conking. Thess
states along with Jharkhand
have less than 25% of house-
holds using LPG for cooking

the lowest among all states
and UTs.

Among big states, Uttara:
khand, Odisha, Herala and
Delhi have the highest pro
portion {more than 20%) of
men aged 15 to 24 who were
not in education, employ-
ment or training at the time
of the survey, For females,

the proportion was highest
in Uttar Pradesh, Assam,
Odisha, Gujarat, Wost Bens
gal and Bihar

In exclusihve use of mobile
phones, both Jharkhand and
Uttar Pradesh have less than
a third of their 18-plus popu-
lation with exclusive access
to mobile phones.
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IMD predicts hotter
summer in 2023

‘Above normal temperature expected in
most parts of North, East, Central India’

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: A hotter than
normal summer is expected in
2023 with temperatures likely to
reach 2-3 degree celsius above
normal in some parts of Indo-
Gangetic plains and eastern
India during the last week of
March, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) told a
high-level meeting on Tuesday.

At the review meeting,
chaired by Cabinet Secretary
Rajiv Gauba here, the IMD said
above normal maximum tem-
peratures are likely over most
parts of northeast, east and

central India and some parts of
northwest India.

Temperatures could be 2-3
degree Celsius above normal
in some parts of Indo-Gangetic
plains and eastern India during
last week of March, the IMD
informed the meeting con-
vened to review preparedness
for the ensuing summer and
mitigation measures.

The cabinet secretary noted
that since a hotter than normal
summer is expected, states and
union territories need to be ade-
quately prepared to meet the asso-
ciated challenges, according to an
official release. Continved on P4

IMD

The IMD made a presen-
tation on the global weather
phenomena and the tempera-
ture outlook for the period
from March to May. Forecast
for the second fortnight of
March was also provided.

Minimum temperatures
are more likely to be above
normal over most parts of the
country except south penin-
sular India, where normal to
below normal temperatures
are likely.

The IMD further
informed that no significant
heat waves are expected dur-
ing the remainder of March.

Secretary in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
Farmers” Welfare informed
that Rabi crop condition
is normal as on date and
the production of wheat is
expected to be about 112,18
MT, the highest ever.

Secretary in the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare
informed that the National
Action Plan on Heat Related
Ilness (NAP-HRI) released
by the ministry in July 2021
outlines the challenges posed
by heat wave, heat-related

illnesses and their manage-
ment from primary to ter-
tiary level.

He advised the states to
review health facility pre-
paredness in terms of essen-
tial medicines, intravenous
fluids, ice packs, ORS and
drinking water.

Director General (For-
ests) in the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forests and Climate
Change outlined the action
plan and preparedness for
forest fire management.

The Union home secre-
tary outlined the efforts made
by the Ministry of Home
Affairs and the National
Disaster Management
Authority and informed that
the National Guidelines for
Preparation of Action Plan
for Prevention and Man-
agement of Heat Waves was
issued in 2016 and revised in
2017 and 2019,

Power Secretary empha-
sised the need to complete
all maintenance activities in
power plants by March 2023.

He also requested Punjab
and Rajasthan to augment
production of coal by captive
power plants.

Secretaries in the depart-
ments of Drinking Water and
Sanitation, Water Resources,
River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation and
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying outlined the sug-
gested measures related to
drinking water, irrigation and
fodder,

Gauba noted that the cen-
tral ministries and depart-
ments have been closely
engaging with the states and
Union territories to ensure
optimal preparedness levels
and for implementing timely
mitigation measures.

He requested chief secre-
taries to review the prepared-
ness for a likely heat wave
with the relevant departmen-
tal secretaries and the district
collectors.

Gauba assured the states
that central agencies will con-
tinue to closely coordinate
with them and will continue
to be available for necessary
assistance.
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HYDERABAD

Telangana’s plea to the Cen-
tre for an assistance of
Rs.1,000 crore towards
losses suffered during the
unprecedented Godavari
floods July last year has once
again been ignored by the
Centre, which however, at
the same time approved ad-
ditional assistance of Rs
1,816.16 crore under the Na-
tional Disaster Response
Fund (NDRF) to five States,
four of them ruled by the
BJP or allies, and which
were affected by floods,
landslides, and cloudburst
during 2022.

A high-level committee
chaired by union Home
Minister Amit Shah took the
decision to help the five
States. Of the total central
assistance of Rs 1,816.162
crore, Rs 520.466 crore has
been approved to Assam, Rs
239.31 crore to Himachal
Pradesh, Rs 941.04 crore to
Karnataka, Rs 47.326 crore
to Meghalaya and Rs 68.02
crore to Nagaland. Except
for Himachal Pradesh ruled
by Congress, all other States
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entre ignores T'S’
plea for flood relief

Approves Rs 1,816.16 crore under NDRF to five States

Step-motherly treatment

Centre’s discrimination against TS once again to fore

Telangana’s

© Assam allocated Rs 520.466 crore,
Himachal gets Rs 239.31crore

plea for

after Godavari

cd MO [VXG 'l © Rs 941.04 crore given to Kamataka,
Rs 47.33 crore to Meghalaya

floods ignored

are ruled by BJP or its allies.
In July last year, Telangana
witnessed incessant rains
across the State especially in
the northern and eastern
districts. Several villages in
low-lying areas were inun-
dated and cut off from rest
of the State disrupting
power, water and supply of
essentials and leading to
widespread flooding. Farm-
ers too bore the brunt as
their fields were flooded at
the beginning of
Vaanakalam season itself.
At least 15 persons died
and over 30,000 were relo-
cated to rescue camps. In
Bhadradri Kothagudem dis-

© Nagaland gets Rs.68.02 crore

oY

—~—

trict, lood waters in Go-
davari River touched 71 feet
against a third level warning
of 53 feet, which was un-
precedented. The districts
of Adilabad, Nirmal, Kum-
ram Bheem  Asifabad,
Jayashankar Bhupalpally,
Mancherial, Mulugu and
Peddapalli were also bat-
tered by heavy rain. The
State estimated a loss of Rs
1,400 crore due to floods and
submitted a report to the
Centre on preliminary esti-
mations of flood losses. It
had sought immediate finan-
cial assistance of Rs 1,000
crore from the Centre.
During the financial year

2022-23, the union govern-
ment released Rs 15,770.40
crore to 25 States in their
SDRF and another Rs
502.744 crore to four States
from NDRF. Except for an-
nual funds, the Centre did
not release any additional
funds to Telangana during
the last fiscal as well. Fur-
ther, the BJP government
deputed Inter-Ministerial
Central teams to all five
States, immediately after the
calamities, without waiting
for the receipt of memoran-
dum from them. But was no
help to Telangana
Telangana met with a
similar response when it
sought financial assistance
from Centre after Hyder-
abad was hit hard by torren-
tial rains in October 2020.
The preliminary estima-
tions of damage caused by
the heavy rains was around
Rs 5,000 crore, following
which Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao urged
the Centre to provide Rs
1,000 crore as immediate as-
sistance. However, the Cen-
tre refused any help, claim-
ing that adequate funds
were provided in the SDRF.
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LG directs cleaning of 200km
sewer lines at Yamuna meet

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant gover-
nor (LG) VK Saxena on Tuesday
chaired the third review meeting
of the Yamuna cleaning commit-
tee, constituted by the National
Green Tribunal (NGT), at the
Asita East biodiversity park, and
said that desilting of sewer lines
has emerged as the biggest chal-
lenge in the river clean-up
project. He directed the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) to expedite desilting
200km of trunk and peripheral
sewer lines across Delhi, officials
aware of the matter said.
According to the targets fixed
by the panel, desilting 90km of
trunk sewer lines has to be com-
pleted by June, and the remain-
ing 110km is expected to be
cleaned by September.
Criticising DJB, the LG office
lamented “gross inaction and
neglect” on its part, saying that
DJB did not undertake any

VK Saxena

cleaning work for the last 8-10
years, resultingin choked sewer
lines. Saxena said that he
reviewed the progress of work
based on outcomes of previous
meetings, and asked officers to
ensure desilting of sewer lines
was taken up in mission mode.
“Trapping of drains, construc-
tion of sewage treatment plants,
management of septage and res-
toration of floodplains are going
on as per schedule. I have
expressed satisfaction at the
works completed so far and

remain hopeful that the future
plan of action will be enforced in
time, before the review by NGT
in July. We owe the future gener-
ations a clean Yamuna," he said.

According to the status report
submitted to the panel, DJB said
it desilted 21.9km of trunk sewer
lines over three months, out of
which 6.74km was cleaned only
last month.

The agency acknowledged it
has been tasked to clean 90km
by June, and said the estimate
for the second phase (110km of
sewer lines) is still being pre-
pared.

An official in the LG’s secre-
tariat said that Saxena also
reviewed other projects, such as
100% treatment of sewage, trap-
ping of all 242 drains, expansion
of sewage network in unautho-
rised colonies and environment
management of Najafgarh Jheel.

DJB officials did not comment
on the issue despite repeated
requests.
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