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Centre proposes setting up new
body for river-linking projects

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

THE CENTRE has set in motion
the process of creating the
National Interlinking of Rivers
Authority (NIRA), an independ-
ent autonomous body for plan-
ning, investigation, financing
and the implementation of the
river interlinking projects in the
country.

NIRA, to be headed by a
Government of India Secretary-
rank officer, will replace the ex-
isting National Water
Development Agency (NWDA)
and will functionas anumbrella
body forall river linking projects.
The new body will coordinate
with neighbouring countries
and concerned states and de-
partments and will also have
powers on issues related to en-
vironment, wildlife and forest
clearances under river linking
projects and their legal aspects.

According to sources, a pro-
posal for the constitution of NIRA
was deliberated in a meeting of

EXPLAINED

Broader mandate
" than existing body

NIRA WILL have the power to raise funds and actasa
repository of borrowed funds or money received on de-
posit or loan given on interest. Besides, it will also have a
mandate to coordinate with neighbouring countries “as di-
rected” by the Ministry of Jal Shakti or the Ministry of
External Affairs. It will also have the power to setupa
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) for individual link projects.

the Special Committee for
Interlinking of Rivers, chaired by
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat on Friday. The
meeting was attended by state
water resources ministers, sen-
ior Central officials and experts.

Asource privy to the deliber-
ations said, "It was discussed and
agreed upon in the meeting of
the Special Committee for
Interlinking of Rivers. However,
the minutes of the meeting are
yet to be finalised. It may take 3-
4days.”

The ministry will soon send

a note to the Union Cabinet for
approval, the source said.
“Constitution of NIRA through a
notification of approval by the
Cabinet would be a preferred
route for its early constitution,”
the source said, adding that the
Ministry of Law and Justice has
already given its green signal for
the establishment of the new
body.

The Task Force for
Interlinking of Rivers (TFILR) has
already deliberated on the pro-
posal of the constitution of the
NIRA on October 22.
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Karnataka objects to violation
of water tribunal awards

Centre urged not to give clearances to such projects

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURLU

Reiterating the demand for
Karnataka’s rightful share in
Cauvery, Krishna and Pen-
nar basins in the Godavari-
Cauvery link project, Karna-
taka Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Sunday urged
the Centre not to give statu-
tory clearances to large-
scale permanent projects
planned for utilising surplus
waters in violation of water
tribunal awards.

“Though the shares of co-
basin States have not been
decided in the Godavari-
Cauvery link, Tamil Nadu
has been going ahead with
the Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar

link which is inadmissible in
law. The Karnataka Govern-
ment has urged the Centre
not to approve the proposal
of Tamil Nadu for taking up
the Cauvery-Vaigai-Gundar
link as an advance action in
anticipation of the realisa-
tion of the Godavari-Krish-
na-Pennar-Cauvery-Vaigai-
Gundar link project,” Mr.
Bommai said in his address
at the 29th Southern Zonal
Council meeting at Tirupati
on Sunday.

The Chief Minister sought
the rightful share for Karna-
taka as was done in the case
of Godavari diversion to
Krishna river under the Po-
lavaram project.

With respect to construc-
tion of Rajiv Gandhi Sanga-
ma Banda barrage by Telan-
gana, he said that Karnataka
opposed the project as it will
utilise the remaining water
in the guise of savings which
will come for review in
2050. Karnataka also urged
the removal of inter-State
differences in renewable
energy tariffs for creating a
level playing field. The CM
said though Karnataka is the
only State to achieve the re-
newable purchase obliga-
tion targets of the Centre, it’s
not able to exploit great po-
tential because of low tariffs
that make it unviable for in-
vestors.
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Shutter of Cheruthoni dam opened

Water level at Mullaperiyar dam touches 140.15 ft, shutters likely to be opened

A CORRESPONDENT

IDUKKI

The number 3 shutter of the
Cheruthoni dam of Idukki re-
servoir was opened by 40 cm
to release 40 to 50 cusecs of
water in the wake of in-
creased inflow following
rains on Sunday. The shutter
was raised at 2 p.m.

However, the water level
continued to rise and it
reached the red alert level at
6 p.m. The red alert level is
2,399.03 ft with the upper
rule level at 2,400.03 ft (The
full reservoir level is 2,403
ft). The water level was
2,399.04 ft at 6 p.m.

Water Resources Minister
Roshy Augustine said the
shutter was opened even be-
fore the water reached the
upper rule level so as to regu-
late the water level in view of
the increased inflow. The
shutter was opened when
the water level reached
2398.90 ft.

“If needed, 100 cusecs of
water will be released,” he
said, adding that it depended
on the rainfall in the catch-
ment area and the inflow in-
to the reservoir,

Generator repaired
According to the Minister,
one generator which was un-
der repair will function from
Sunday evening. It will help
raise power generation at the
Moolamattom power house
and regulate the water level
in the reservoir.

Meanwhile, the water le-
vel in the Mullaperiyar dam
on the upstream was also ris-
ing despite Tamil Nadu in-

A necessity: Water gushes out of the Idukki reservoir whe

creasing the tunnel dis-
charge from 556 cusecs to
1,867 cusecs on Sunday
morning. There was an aver-
age inflow of 3,262 cusecs.
The water level at 4 p.m. was
140.15 ft. The upper rule le-
vel till November 20 is 141 ft.
The maximum water level is
142 ft.

Tamil Nadu issued the first
flood warning when the wa-
ter level reached 140 fr at 9
a.m. Idukki Collector Sheeba
George said the spillway
shutters of Mullaperiyar dam
could be opened and water
released to the Periyar.

Ms. George said those liv-
ing close to the river bank
should take precautionary
measures.

n a shutter of the Cheruthoni dam was opened at 2 p. m. on Sunday.
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State makes a pitch for Palamuru-RR project

Discusses projects at SZC meeting, says even Nakkalagandi LIS was taken up in line with allocation made to State

M. RAJEEV
EERABAD

The Telangana government
has put up a strong defence
against objections raised by
Karnataka over the construc-
tion of two irrigation pro-
jects, Palamuru-Rangareddy
and Nakkalagandi LIS, claim-
ing that the two projects are
taken up in line with the allo-
cation made to the State.

Counter argument

The government countered
the neighbouring State’s ar-
gument saying that “Karnata-
ka has no concern in this
matter and cannot object to
the project as the two pro-
jects are taken up within the
entitled share of Krishna wa-
ters,” The issue of allocation
of Krishna water between
the two Telugu States was be-
ing dealt with by the Brijesh

Chief Secretary Somesh Kumar and Home Minister Mohd.

Mahmood ALi during the meeting of Southern Zonal Council,
chaired by Union Home Minister Amit Shah (not in this phota),
in Tirupati on Sunday. sarsancement

Kumar Tribunal (KWDT-I)
and the Telangana govern-
ment had assured that it
would abide by the alloca-
tion made by the tribunal in
respect of the two projects.
The ongoing and the pro-

posed projects in the State
were discussed during the
meeting of the Southern Zo-
nal Council (SZC) chaired by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah in Tirupati on Sunday.
The meeting discussed the

detailed project reports of
Palamuru-Rangareddy LIS
and Nakkalagandi LIS pro-
posed to lift water from the
foreshores  of  Srisailam
TESEIVOIr.

Project reports

Based on the contention
made by Telangana, the SZC
resolved to ensure that the
DPRs would be submitted to
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) by Janu-
ary 15, so that the Central
Water Commission would
appraise the reports. The
meeting also discussed con-
struction of the Sangamban-
da barrage that could lead to
submergence of villages in
Karnataka.

The State government said
that it had already addressed
a communication to Karnata-
ka asking the government to

conduct a joint survey to re-
solve the issue of submer-
gence.

Dues to Discoms

The State government has re-
solved that dues to AP Genco
payable by Discoms was
13,442 crore. This assumes
significancein the light of the
fact that the government of
the neighbouring State had
been claiming that Telanga-
na is due to pay 36,015 crore
to AP. The Telangana govern-
ment represented by Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar
and Special Chief Secretary
(Finance) K. Ramakrishna
Rao contended that ignoring
the requests made by Telan-
gana, the AP government
preferred legal recourse by
approaching the National
Company Law Tribunal un-
der Insolvency and Bank-

ruptcy Code 2016 (IBC).

The State in fact should
get 3,457 crore from AP af-
ter setting off the power pur-
chase dues,

Regarding the division of
properties of AP Bhavan in
New Delhi, the AP govern-
ment had proposed two op-
tions in terms of Section 48
(1) of the AP Reorganisation
Act 2014 and the matter has
been under discussion bet-
ween the CMs of the two
States. Since there were cer-
tain differences between the
two governments over the
permitted floor space index
among the two pieces of pro-
perty, the Telangana govern-
ment had informed the
meeting that it was working
on a third proposal that
would be submitted to the
AP government for expedi-
tious redressal.
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CLEAN FACTS
On our water footprint

Similar to carbon footprint, water footprint is
the amount of freshwater consumed by indi-
viduals, communities, or companies.

A water footprint is meas-

Cou,  ured by dividing the amount of

=% water used during a period of

2 ) time by the amount that be-
came polluted.

The water footprint concept
was introduced in 2002 by AY
Hoekstra, from UNESCO-IHE, as
an alternative indicator of wa-
ter use, with demarcations of
green, blue and grey.

A green water footprint de-
| notes water from precipitation
@8 thatisstoredintherootzone of
the soil and evaporated, tran-
spired, or incorporated by plants.

A blue water footprint is °
water sourced from a surface
or groundwater resourceand
is either used in a product or
taken from one body of wa-
ter and returned to another.

A grey water footprint is the
amount of freshwater required
to assimilate pollutants to
meet specific water quality
standards. It is associated with

the production of goods and services.

In India, water is pumped up
for agricultural use at a higher
rate than it can be replenished,
leading to groundwater levels |
plummeting alarmingly.
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