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Years first fortnlght sees
hugely surplus rain, snow

Vijay MOHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

-V |
CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 15
Even as the weatherman has
forecast more showers over
the next few days, this year’s
first fortnight has ended
with this region receiving
much more than normal rain
and snow, which is good
news for agriculture.
According to data com-
piled by the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD),
the rain in Punjab from Jan-
uary 1to January 15 was 407
per cent above normal. The
state received 35.5 mm rain
against the normal of 7 mm
for the period.
Precipitation in the hill
state of Himaehal Pradesh
was 159 per cent above nor-
mal, with the rainfall being
86.6 mm against the normal
of 33.5 mm, while rain in
Haryana, which received
152 mm vis-a-vis the normal

- of 5.1 mm, was 152 per cent

above normal.

Rain during this season
is considered good for the
¢abi crops. Western distur-
bances over the Himalayas

along with its induced

cyclonic circulation over
north India have been cit-
ed as the reason wide-
spread rain and snow in
the region. Western distur-
bances originate over the
Mediterranean Sea and

Afruit vendorwarms himself by a bonfire as it rains in Amritsar. FILE

- MORE SHOWERS IN DAYS AHEAD

Accordmg to forecasts by the weather department there L
_ could be rain and snow in many parts of Himachal Pradesh
over the next five days and rain or thunderstorms in some
parts of Punjab and Haryana. Many places in these two
states could aiso expenence denseto very dense fog,

, IMD TOCHANGE REFERENCE DATES

New Dethi: The IMD wd! ehange thereferenﬂe dates for onset
_and withdrawal of southwest monsoon from this year, the '
_ Ministry of Earth Sciences said on Wednesday. The fourmonth
monsoon season isfrom June 1to September 30. June1is
the onset date for monsoon over Kerala and itis likelyto
~ remain the same but the IMD will change the reference dates
 for some states and cities, said M Rajeevan, Secretary inthe
ministry. The withdrawal dat&s will also change, he added. n

high-altitude \ westerly with the water level in the

winds push these towards
India. On the way, their
moisture content increase
from various sources and
water bodies.

The situation at four
major dams in the region
also remains comfortable,

reservoirs being above the
past 10 year average.
According to the Central
Water Commission, the-
deviation is 48 per cent
above normal in Punjab,
and 19 per cent above nor-
mal in Himachal Pradesh.
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IMD to change reference dates

for monsoon onset, withdrawal
fip

With changing rainfall pattern,
the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) will change
the reference dates for onset
and withdrawal of southwest
monsoon from this year, the
Ministry of Earth Sciences said
on Wednesday.

Secretary in the ministry M
Rajeevan said the changein the
dates will help farmers who can
take a call on sowing crops.

The four-month monsoon
season is from June 1 to
September 30.

June 1 is the onset date for
monsoon over Kerala and it is
likely to remain the same but
the IMD will change the refer-
ence dates for some states and
cities, Rajeevan said, adding
the dates for withdrawal of
monsoon will also be changed.

Financial Express
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" PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 15 January

FILE PHOTO: REUTERS

A gangman attempts to unclog a gutterata railway track in Mumbai

mal date. It also withdrew

The onset dates are expect-
ed tobe changed over the cen-
tral India meteorological divi-
sion of the IMD.

The central India division
comprises 10 sub-divisions —
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, west
Madhya Pradesh, east Madhya
Pradesh, Vidarbha, central
Maharashtra, Konkan and
Goa, Gujarat region and Kutch

®

and Saurashtra.
The new dates are expected
to be announced in April when

the IMD releases its First Long

Range Forecast for Monsoon
2020, IMD Director General M
Mohapatra said.

Monsoon starts withdraw-
ing from northwest India (parts
of Rajasthan) from September 1.

September 10,” Rajeevan said.
~ He said the data cited to
give the reference dates dates
back to 1940s and it needed to
be revised. He, however, did
not specify whether climate
change was behind setting the
new reference dates.
Last year, the monsoon
covered the entire country by
July 19, four days after its nor-

“This may be shifted to

in Eng with gxpgﬁgi grjriyal of the monsoon.

from the entire country on
October 9, as against the nor-
mal date of September 1.

Rajeevan added the IMD is
working with the UK’s Met
department to come up with
impact-based forecast that will
suggest measures to be taken
during extreme weather
events.

Rainy Season May
‘Start 10 Days Later

g\,\(,snashwat.uohanty@timesgro'up'.com

~ New Delhi: India’s rainy season will now be ex-
pected to start 10 days later than usual for most
parts of the country as the vital weather pheno-
menon has changed over the decades since the
normal’ dates were set in1941. ; :
The onset date for India, which starts with Ke-
ralaon Junel, will remain the same but its with-
dra?val would now be expected 10 to 15 days than
the ‘normal’ date of September 30, said M Rajee-
van, secretary of the ministry of earth sciences.
'We cannot use climatology of 1940s for informing
peop}e, IF’S a little awkward,” Rajeevan told ET on
thesidelines of aneventto observe the145th anniver-

- sary of the India Meteorological Department (IMD).

Hedidnot share the exact dates in the new schedul
e.

ET had first reported in July that the weather
office would revise the ‘normal’ dates for the °
monsoon.

The decision has wide-ranging implication:

The g implications;
particularly for farmers, who plan crop planting -
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Pak avalanche: Death toll rises to111

POK's Neelum valley was worst hit, killing 73 people, while 31 people diedinBalochistanandatleast 7in Sialkot

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
ISLAMABAD, 15 JANUARY

Yhe death toll in the
massive avalanches
and snow-related inci-
dentsin Pakistan and

PoK rose to 111 on Wednes-
dayas authorities deployed the

| Armytostep up rescue efforts

andto provide humanitarian
aid to those hit by the harsh
weather conditions in the
country.

Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir’s (PoK) Neelum valley
was worst hit as avalanches
continued to damage hun-
dreds of building in the area,
killing 73 people, while 31
peopledied in Balochistan and
atleast 7 in Sialkot and other
districts of Punjab over the past
few days, Geo News reported.

According to preliminary
assessments, 52 houses have
been destroyed and 82 dam-
aged in the Neelum Valley
region, Neelum Deputy Com-
missioner Raja Mahmood
Shahid was quoted as saying
in the report;

The Provincial Disaster

|
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Local residents search for the avalanche victi

Wednesday.

ms in the snow in Neelum Valley, in POK on

AFP

Management Authority in
Balochistan said that atleast
31 peoplehave been killed in

weather-related incidents,

the Express Tribunereported.

Pakistani military has
mobilised its troops and heli-
copters to help civil authori-
ties evacuate stranded people,

clear clogged roadways and
airdrop relief items in the
remote valleys ahead of a
fresh spell of heavy snow
expected on Friday, the paper
reported.

Therain-related incidents
also led to closure of major
roads and highways in Khy-

ber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir and
Balochistan.

Prime Minister Imran Khan,
who expressed concern on
Tuesday over the incident,
visited the Combined Military
Hospital in Muzaffarabad on
Wednesday and met those

injured in the avalanche, the
state-run Pakistan Television
(PTV) reported.

Khan during his visit
received a briefing from the
PoK's chiefsecretary Mathar
Niaz Ranaregarding the dam-
agesincurred due to snowfall
and avalanchesin the region
as well as the relief efforts
undertaken, the Dawn report-
Bd i

According to a report by
Radio Pakistan, the Pakistan
Army, in collaboration with civil
administration, is engaged
intherescue and relief efforts
in Neelum Valley. y

The Met Office hasissued

-a warning highlighting the

riskof closure of inter-cityroads
due to heavy snowfall and
rains in the districts of Swat,
Kohistan, Shangla, Buner,
Mansehra, Abbottabad, Mur-
ree, Galyat, Neelum, Bagh,
Haveli, Rawalakot, Astore,
Hunza and Skardu.
Keyhighways connecting
Pakistan and Afghanistan
were also blocked due to
heavy snow, forcing officials
tosuspend transportation of

essential goods into
Afghanistan, the Express Tri-
bune reported.

Pakistan's army chief Qamar
Javed Bajwa condoled the
liveslost due to the cold wave
thathas gripped the country
and also directed authorities
for continued assistance to the
civil administration for rescue
andrelief operations, GeoTV
reported. Army helicopters
are undertaking operationsin
snow hitareas of Sharda, Sar-
gan, Bakwal and Taobat, said
the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), the media wing
of Pakistan Army.

ISPR said that the Pak-
istan Army Urban Search &
Rescue teams are evacuat-
ing stranded people.

Doctors, paramedics, tents,
rations, blankets, and medi-
cinesare being provided to the
affected families, it said.

Balochistan was thefirst to
suffer human losses on Sun-
day due to the extreme weath-
er conditions when a wester-
ly weather system hit the
province on Saturday morn-
ing.
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Drinkingwater: Key
challenge thisdecade

Reports say 40% of
India’s population
will not have access
to clean drinking
water by 2030
SUDHANSU R DAS

ndia’s water crisis is mainly

due to human negligence.

Over the decades, the nation
has notmanaged its huge water
resources for the growth of its
diverse economic activities.

“Almost 22% of the ground-
water in the country has either
dried up or in the critical and
aver-explaited categories,” said
Jal Shakti (Water Resources)
Minister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat. The water bodies across
the country continue to disap-
pear in an alarming pace amid
errant real estate growth, need-
lessinfrastructuredevelopment,
citizens' irresponsibility, corrup-
tion and administrative apathy.

According to the Ministry
of Water Resources, the water
bodies, excluding the riversand
lakes, cover an area of about
sevenmillion hectares. Thetatal
length of rivers and canals runs
around 184,000 km. Unfortu-
nately, the majority of the water
bodies are not performing o
improve the living condition of
people.

A Legislature Committee
constituted to stady the en-
croachment of lakes in and
around Bangalury, found avast
waterareaol 10,785 acresoutof
total 57,.932-acre lake area, en-
croached. TheCentreof Science
and Environment (CSE) in an-
otherstudy found that Bangalu-
ruhaslost79%ofitswater bodies
in the past four decades which
hascausedthewater table tosink
from10-12metreto76-81 mdeep
since1997.

In Mumbai, 94% of the city
area has been paved and con-
cretised inthe past four decades,
and in the process, the city lost
60% of its vegetation and 65%
ofitswater bodies as per astudy
conducted by the Indian Insu-
tureof Science,

Co-author of the swdy,
Professor Bharath H Aithal,
TIT-Kharagpur, has this to say:
“Mumbai, with one of the high-
est amounts of sprawl, is head-
ing towards complete urban
disaster. Basic amenities such
aswaterand vegetation for pure
airwill be almost non-existent i
planners do not take note and
stop unplanned urbanization
and outgrowth in the urban pe-
riphery”.

A GIS survey conducted by
the South Asian Forum for En-
vironment (SAFE) showed that
Kolkata hadlost46%ofits water
bodies since 2006. In the Jast 10
years, the city lost 2,204 water
bodies out of 3.874 ponds. The
existing water bodies are too
comaminated. India Today's
Data Intelligence Unit (DIU). in
its satellite imagery, shows how
lakes have vanished or are criti-
callyendangered in Delhi.

Telangana had 60,000 lakes
till Independence. The lakes
were the main source of irriga-
tion and drinking water. Today,
the state ranks second in farm-
ery'suicidemainty duetowanton
destruction ol waterbodies. The

Hyderabad Urban Development
Authority (HUDA)smasterplan
0f 1995 had documented 169 vi-
brant lakes of 10 hectares and
above, coveringanareaofabout
90.565q km.

Real estate growth

Today, a few lakes in the city
surviveamid unplanned real es-
tate growth. Between 2005 and
2016, Hyderabad lost 2,999 wa-
ter bodies. The United Nations
and Niti Ayog repartssay40%of
India’s population will not have
access to clean drinking water
by 2030.

Massive migration from vil-
lages to cities attribute to job
diversity loss in traditional sec-
tors in villages like agriculture,
handicraft, weaving and fishery
ete. Urban-centric education,
craze for consumer items, the
politicisation of village inst-
tutions, bank credir diversion,
lack of basic amenities, loss of
interest amoang youth for physi-
calworkandlackof transparent
marketing facilities e, trigger
migration.

The urban population has
increased from 11.4% in 1901 to
34% in 2017. Though the polit-
ical economists say urban India
contributes 2/3rd of the nation's
GDP.thecostoltherevivalofwa-
ter bodies both inurban and ru-
ral India will erode much of our
GDP gain. Maharashtra, Telan-
ganaand Andhra Pradesh have
built a maximum number of
dams, reservoirsandwatersheds
with huge publicinvestmentand
foreign aicl. But these stares top
thelistinfarmers'suicide. There
is a need for a dedicated inves-
tigation to know why the water
conservation method has failed
in these states. There is a need
for an authentic census of water
bodies in each district.

Monitoring, strictimiplernen-
ation of environmental laws,
proper garbage disposal system.
instantpumshmenttoerringof-
ficials, accuratemediareporting
on environmental issues and
sensitive focal administration
ete, can prevent the water scar-
citywhich hasanegativeimpact
ontheeconomy. Political partics

b 14 i I3 1, “‘mdc"‘“
to candidates on the basisof the
status of water bodies in their
CONSHTSCIes.

The National Remote Sens-
ing Centre of ISRO in Hyder-
abad uses satellite images to
prepare information on water
badies across the country on a
fortnightly basis. The [ISROdata
can be used for monitoring the
water bodies. Besides, dedicat-
ed audit, inspection and regular
monitoring of water bodies will
save water bodies.

Sacialworkerand Magsaysay
awardwinner AnnaHazarchad
converted Ralegaonsidhivillage
in Maharashtra froma near-de-
sert 1o a vibrant village by im-
plementing water preservation
techniques. He first inculcated
disciplineand characteramong
villagers who were motivated w
work for community develop-
ment.

The nation needs honest
self-motivated volunteers to
address water scarcity. The
availability of water will notonly
save huge costs but would mg-
germultipleecanomicactivities
across the courntry.
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