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While several States reel
under heatwaves, the In-
dia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) has forecast a
bountiful monsoon for the
vear. In a press briefing on
Monday, the agency fore-
cast that the rainfall in
June-September will be 6%
more than the annual aver-
age of 87 cm during these
months.

Last vear, El Nino — a
warming of the Central
Pacific and usually linked
to diminished rainfall in In-
dia — dented India’s mon-
soon by 6%. This year, the
El Nino has not vet fully
faded but is expected to do
s0 by June and progress to
La Nina., a converse cool-
ing effect that is usually
linked to surplus rainfall by
the second half of the mon-
=00n (August and Septem-
ber), said IMD Director-
General Mrutunjay
Mahapatra.

The IMD uses multiple
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India to get above-normal
monsoon rainfall: IMD

Rain check

The long periad average [LPA) of the southwest monzsoon
rainfall {June to September] from 1971 to 2020 is 87 cm

m This year, the IMD has
predicted that the rainfall will
be 106% of the LP&

® Rainfall cwar the country as a

whole during June-September |

2023 was 82 cm [(94% of LP&)

B During June=September
2022, the rainfall was 93 cm
{106% of LPA)
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approaches to forecast the
monsoon. One 1s (o use sta-
tistical associations and
draw upon its vast histori-
cal database of over 150
vears to correlate certain
global meteorological pa-
rameters such as ocean
temperatures and snow
cover in Europe, to the per-
formance of the monsoon.
The other way is to use the
dynamical approach, or
simulating the weather
across the globe on a par-
ticular day, and having po-
werful computers crunch
the numbers to extrapolate

this weather into any fu-
ture day or time period de-
sired. Both these models
indicated a similar outlook
for the monsoon this year,
said M. Ravichandran, Se-
cretary, Ministry of Earth
SCIETICES.

The IMD is expected to
update its monsoon fore-
cast in May, just ahead of
the monsoon onset in
June, and give more infor-
mation on spatial
distribution.
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DDA Houts NGT guidelines, continues construction on crowded Yamuna foodplain
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