File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hindu- 16- August-2021

We won't back off from
Mekedatu: Bommai

Will utilise Cauvery Tribunal allocation, says Karnataka CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai said on Sunday that
Karnataka would implement
the Mekedatu drinking wa-
ter project despite opposi-
tion from neighbouring
States.

“The State government is
awaiting the approval of the
Centre on the Detailed Pro-
ject Report on the Mekedatu
drinking water project to
utilise the additional water
allocated by the Cauvery Wa-
ter Disputes Tribunal and
Supreme Court,” he said in
his Independence Day ad-
dress after hoisting the Tri-
colour here. “We will imple-
ment the Mekedatu project
despite opposition from the
neighbouring States. Our go-
vernment will not back off
from this project, which is
necessary for drinking water
and power generation.”
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Basavaraj Bommai arriving to flag off a cycle rally during the
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Independence Day celebrations in Bengaluru. =k.muraLI kKUMAR

The State has resolved to
make the efficient use of riv-
er water allocated to Karna-
taka by faster implementa-
tion of irrigation projects,
Mr Bommai said. He, howev-
er, said the State was com-
mitted to having a cordial re-
lationship with neighbours
under the federal system
based on the Constitution.

“Our commitment to the
protection of land, water,
language, and culture of our
State is unquestionable. We
will take all steps under the
law to use our rightful share
of water.” He added that the
government was capable of
protecting Kannada, Kanna-
digas, and the pride of
Karnataka.
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Riverrevivalintroubled waters

Despite efforts over the years and projects launched by authorities, cleaning the most polluted stretch of Yamuna
running through the national capital remains a task too steep, writes Somrita Ghosh

ALK about Delhi and it's
unlikely that the thought
of Yamuna won't cross
your mind. But the im-
age'of ' the river that
flashes up iz not a pleas-
ant one. Before entering
the national capital, it 1s noticea-
bly clearer and beautiful, As soon
as it approaches the doorsteps of
the city, the river is greeted and
flooded with industrial pollutants,
raw sewage and toxic waste.

Despite several measures, talks,
and initiatives, little has been
achieved by the stale governments
on keeping the Yamuna clean.
Over the last few years, the situa-
tion has only deteriorated instead
of gelting better, “The river in the
last few years has become more
polluted. It is a eollective failure of
all the bodies and governments,”
said Bhim Singh Rawat, a Yamuna
activistand member of South Asia
Network on Dams, Rivers and Peo-
ple (SANDRP), il

In May, the Yamuna Monitoring
Committee had asked the Central
Pollution Control Beard (CPCB)
and Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC) to conduct tests to
ascertain if the water quality in
the river had improved during the
lockdown, The committee said
there was a five (o six times in-
crease in freshwater availability
downstream of Wazirabad during
April, which helped in dilution of
the pollution cansed by wastewa-
ter from major drains like Najaf-
garh and Shahdara.

The CPCB had also reported
that freshwater availability in Ya-
muna increased more than five-
fold downstream of Wazirabad
during the lockdown. The DPCC
report, based on samples collected
atnine stations along the river and
20 stations on the drains, said BOD
(Bio-Chemical Oxygen Demand)
concentrations had improved from
20 to 33 per cent at ITO, Nizamud-
din, Agra Canal Jaitpun Okhla
Barrage (upstream) and Olkhla.

Chronology of promises:

In 2020, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal announced that
his government was making a con-
crete plan to clean Yamuna and
reduce its pollution by 90 per cent
by 2023. The revival mechanism
revolved around four major tenets.
First, Delhi government would set
up a modern technology plant to
treat around 150 MGD (million gal-
lons per day) of polluted water
coming from Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh by natural wetlands and
aeration method. Second, waste-
water in small or big drains be
tapped into Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs). Third, steps be tak-
en to improve the quality of exist-
ing STPs, including upgrading
equipment and using innovative
processes, Fourth, sludge and

septage from septic tanks across
the city to be collected by Delhi Jal
Board and reused in bio-gas plants
to generate electricity and gas.

In Pebruary' this year, Water
Minister Satyendar Jain claimed
that the elean Yamuna project
would be completed in three years,
In April, Kejriwal expressed un-
happiness over delays of various
projects related to the cleaning of
Yamuna. Cleaning of theriver was
one of the major poll promises
made by the ruling party before
the 2020 Assembly eleetions.

In June, Jain said that the gov-
ernment’s ambitious project to
present a cleaner Yamuna is on
track despite some slowdown due
‘to the pandemic. Jain said that to
curb pollution in the river, the gov-
ernment had already banned the
sale; storage, transportation and
marketing of soaps and detergent
not conforming tolatest BIS stand-
ards, The primary reason behind
the formation of toxic foam in Ya-
muna is high phosphate content in
the wastewater because of defer-
gents used in dyeing industries,
dhobi ghats and households, ac-
cording to officials.

How to achleve goal

The DJB claimed to be on a war
footing to ensure this. The depart-
ment has taken up several meas-

ures. According to officials, Delhi
at the moment has four major
sources of pollutants affecting Ya-
muna— Sewage Treatment Plants
(8TPs), untreated water from un-
authorised colonies, sewer water
from authorised colonies and in-
terstate factors involving Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana,

To treat sewage water at STPs,
the DJB is adopting a five-siep
method of intervention so that the
water quality is improved,

W Dosingof coagulant: In this, alum is
used to remove suspended solids
in the 8TPs hecause at present, the
solids getting dissolved is 60 per
cent and with the use of alum, it
will be 80 per cent.
W increasing Aesation rMany ex-
isting STPs are old, The particles
supposed to be treated as per the

The DJ8 has
takena ﬂﬂ“ﬂ' to

hw!huld sawer
connections and
the cost tobe

Ankit Srivastava,
DIB advisor

Tha river In the
last few years
has bacome
more polluted,
It'sa collective
fallure of the
bodles and
govis.. No
proper tracking,
not itrol

Natic; algreen Tribunal are cur-
rently notdesigned. Restructuring
is being done so that these can
treat BOD and ammonia as well.
® Implementing Plastic Media: This
méthod helps improve the efficien-
cy of STPs. It basically acts as a
house for growing bacteria that
makes the water cleaner. The mote
bacteria, cleaner the water. In
most cases, it is the last stage in
the pretreatment of water for re-
moval of un-dissolved impurities
priorto treatment by Ion Exchange
or Reverse Osmosis.

M Disk fitters: This is constructed by
using numerous flat, grooved
disks stacked tightly on top of
each other and contained inside a
casing, Water flows into the filter
casing, surrounds the stacked
disks and is forced through the
grooves by pressure, removing the
filtered material. It's a weave of
cloth that physieally removes sus-
pended solids. This help removes
ammonia and maintain the NGT
water parameter.

I Incineration: This is high-| temperﬂ-
ture burning (rapid oxidation) of
waste, also known as controlled-

boards are
serious about
the measures

Bhiim Singh Rawat,
Yamuna activist

Toxic foamon
Yamuna has
become.a famillar

sight |

SHEKHAR YADAY

Ban on non
conforming
detergent

Ta curb
pollution In the
river, Delhi
government
had banned
sale, storage,
transportation,
and marketing
of soaps &
detergent not
conforming to
BIS standards

|

flame bustion or caleination.
It is a technology that destroys or-
ganic constituents in waste mate-
rials. New technigues are devel-
oped for this process, used as
energy-generating methods. The
ash is used to make br:

“Our target is zero waste STPs:
And that is going to serve a double
purpose. With these methods, the
water will be elean and sent to dif-
ferent lakes, horticulture céntres,
where clean water can be utilised.
The extra clean water is to be re-
used,” said Ankit Srivastava, Ad-
visor of DJB. “In areas with un-
sewer lines in unauthorised
colonies, we ave installing lines on
a war footing which will be
achieved in three years. Like in
HKast Delhi, there is 100 per cent
sewer, but there is no connection
and therefore the wastewater is
flowing through the drains and ul-
timately ending up in the Yamuna.
The DJB has taken a policy to pro-
vide household sewer connections
and the cost fo be born by the state
government, It is to be applicable
in both authorised and unauthor-
ised areas,” Srivastava added.

As far as the interstate factor
goes, Delhi is receiving 105 MGD
from Gurgaon via Najafgarh drain
and 50 MGD from Uttar Pradesh
via Shahdara drain. “Te treat the
water coming from Haryana, we
areusing in-situ treatment — sew-
age treated inside drains so that
the water travels and gets cleaned
up, Of this 105 MGD, 90 MGD is at
Badshahpur drain where in-situis
already implemented and rest
from drain number 6 which comes
from Narelaand is treated at Nare-
1a STP So if we have an STP near-
by, we are trapping the drain water

there and cleaning it. Where this
is not possible, we are going for the
in-gitu method, " said Srivastava.

“There are four main drains in

' Delhi meeting at the Yamuna —
Najafgarh, Supplementary, Bara-
pullah and Shahdara. Now, we
have started drain tapping. So far
we have provided 1.25 lakh sewer
cannections in the city In the case
of Barapullah, we are drain tap-
ping and sending to Okhla STB"
the advisor explained.

As per the DJB official, indus-
trial pollution is not a major factor
for pollution of Yamuna as it is
less than 10 per cent, “Where the
pollutants are first getting mixed
with Yamuna water, there it has
some visibility, But as soon as it
flows further, it gets diluted, Wher-
ever we need to recycle the water,
we are going for ozonation tech-
nology. It is the latest technology
which breaks down pesticides and
kills viruses, All these are going
on simultaneously. We are in the
process of sending out tenders.”

Is enough being done?

Rawat said that earlier, several
promises had been made but none
kept. "It isnot possible to clean Ya-
muna, Don't know how much has
been achieved. Sewage flow is a
major problem. There is no proper
tracking, not even the control
boards are serious about the meas-
ures,” the activist mentioned.

In 2018, a two-member YMC,
comprising former Delhi Chief
Secretary Shailaja Chandra and
former expert member of the Tri-
bunal BS Sajwan, was set up by
NGT. The committee which got
dissolved in January had submit-
ted reports containing details of
progress, or lack of it, on compli-
ance-with the directions of the
NGT and also made recommenda-
tions for rejuvenating the river.

One of the crucial steps taken
by YMC in 2018 was to suggest that
the Central Water Ministry geta
study done to assess the environ-
mental flow (e-flow) required in
the river between Haryana's Hath-
nikund and Delhi's Okhla.

“The Committee didn’t have au-
thority to command and take ac-
tion against viclations, but only
review and apprise implementa-
tion of the directions issued by the
NGT and submit reports for issu-
ance of directions, Reviving a riv-
ar not only requires measures for
pollution abatement but, more im-
portantly, certain minimum flow
in the river called the environmen-

i tal flow. A Natienal Institute of
! Hydrology study made certain ree-
omniendations, The Central gov-
ernment, in consultation with
. stakeholder states, has to collec-
tively address this. Also, sewage
+ from 1,789 unauthorised colonies
" isa major issue” said Sajwan, who
; was a member of the committee
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TOTAL

607 MGD

MGD: Million gallons per day.

Yamuna enters Delhi at Palla village, 15 km upstream of
Wazirabad Barrage, which acts as a reservoir for Delhi

Flows 54 km from Palla to Badarpur through Delhi

The 22 km stretch from Wazirabad to Okhla, which is less

than 2% of the riv

length (1,376 km from Yamunatri to

Allahabad) accounts for nearly BD% of the pollution

in the river

At Hathni Kund Barrage, Yamuna water Is diverted into two

cane

s — Western Yamuna Canal flowing towards Haryana

and Eastern Yamuna Canal towards Uttar Pradesh

Water quality remains good vp to Wazirabad Barrage

Below this, disch

in Dethi

of wastewater in Delhi through drains

between Wazirabad Barrage and Okhla Barrage renders the

In April, DPCC
recommended
atotal fine of
212.05 crore
on13 CETPs
{Common
Effluent
Treatment
Plant) for
vialating
environmental
norms

river severely polluted

. Mayapuri,
Bawana, Narela, SMA, GTK, Okhla
Mangolpuri, Nanglol, Badli, Jhilmil,
Lawrence Road and Naraina, All

constructed to treat industrial effluent
generated in 17 industrial areas in Delhi

212.3 MLD

Total capacity of these 13 CETPs
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Double whammy in
Bihar with major flood
and water scarcity

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR @ Patna

“WATER, water, everywhere,
but not a drop to drink,” wrote
English poet ST Coleridge
wrote in 1798. This is the situ-
ation prevailing today in Bi-
har. In many areas of the
state, floodwaters have en-
tered houses, but the residents
don’t have a drop of safe wa-
ter to drink.

“Sir, we are living like wa-
ter captives. Around waist-
deep water has inundated us
but we don’t have a pot of safe
water to drink,” Saroj Yadav,
45-year-old from Sabalpur in
Saran rued over the phone.

Hand pumps and water sup-
ply systems installed under
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar’s ambitious ‘Jal Nal Yo-
jana’ have gotten submerged
under water amid flood.

Both, those who have left
the village to safer places as
well as those who are strand-
ed in their homes filled with
waist-high floodwater, don’t
have a drop of water to drink
as the state faces a scarcity of
clean water.

Raghunand Kumar, an auto-
rickshaw driver from Bhojpur
said that all five members of
his family are living like wa-
ter prisoners in their home.
His rickshaw, which he had
bought recently after paying

Z1.50 lakh, has completely
submerged in the floodwater.
“We are living like cursed at
our own fates. Amid plenty of
water, we have to go three km
away from the inundated vil-
lage by boat to fetch a gallon
of water to drink,” he said.

Poisonous aquatic reptiles
like snake seen floating

rises in Patna | pmi

around in houses inundated
by floodwater poses a serious
threat to children as well as
elders.

In Patna alone, many slum
pockets living near Digha,
Patliputra and Ganga basin
areas have flooded with waist-
deep water.

Thousands of people have
escaped flooded areas and are
living in tents along the side
of highways. Almost all dis-
tricts in the state are facing a
shortage of safe drinking wa-
ter. Almost all districts under

flood water are facing a short-
age of drinking water to a
great extent.

Nawal Kumar Singh from
Raghopur in Vaishali district
said that his water pump is
submerged in waist-deep wa-
ter. The supply of electricity
was snapped after the electric
poles fell down. “For drinking
purposes, water is brought
from Patna by a boat along
with other villagers, facings
the same problem covering a
distance of nearly 10 km,” he
said.
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Mekedatu project will be
implemented: Bommai

K’'taka CM says government will not back down on the issue

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

PLEDGING that he will not
compromise when it comes to
matters of Karnataka’s bor-
der, language, land, water
and its people, Chief Minis-
ter Basavaraj Bommai said
the Mekedatu project will be
implemented. In his maiden
Independence Day speech as
chief minister, Basavaraj
Bommai reiterated his gov-
ernment’s stand on the bal-
ancing reservoir project and
insisted that all irrigation
and drinking water projects,
like Upper Krishna and Yet-
tinahole, are his priorities.
“We will implement the
Mekedatu project despite op-
position from neighbouring
states. Our government will
not back off from this project,
which is necessary for drink-
ing water and power genera-
tion,” Bommai said. Main-

We are capable of protecting
Kannada, Kannadiga and
the pride of Karnataka.
There will be no compromise
on matters concerning
border, language, land

Basavaraj Bommai, CM

taining that all necessary
clearances will be obtained,
he said the State is ready for
a legal battle in the Supreme
Court as well.

His statement on Mekedatu
comes at a time when the is-
sue has turned into a bone of
contention not just between
governments of Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka but also BJP
leaders of both States. BJP
National General Secretary
in charge of Tamil Nadu CT

Ravi, who is an MLA from
Chikkamagaluru, had recent-
ly come under severe criti-
cism by pro-Kannada organi-
sations for not taking a clear
stand in favour of Karnataka.
Union Minister for Water Re-
sources Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat told Parliament
recently that Karnataka’s de-
tailed project report for Me-
kedatu cannot be taken up for
further consideration until
all riparian states agree to
ot

“We are capable of protect-
ing Kannada, Kannadiga and
the pride of Karnataka.
There will be no compromise
on matters concerning bor-
der, language, land and water
of the State. We are commit-
ted to having cordial relation-
ships with neighbouring
states under the federal sys-
tem based on the aspirations
of the Constitution,” Bom-
mai said.
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