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{ OPINION } NATIONAL WATER GRID

Interlinking rivers to
achieve atmanirbharta

The climate crisis no longer remains an issue with merely climatic
implications. Its reverberations are felt in the world of development and
strategy. Our nation is particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of
the climate crisis. Increasingly, unpredictable patterns of monsoon
rainfall, while catering to the second largest population in the world,
might overwhelm the drinking water infrastructure of India. Hencg, it is
vital for the government to work towards comprehensively overhauling
the existing water infrastructure of the nation, thereby recalibrating it
with India’s needs in the 21st century, writes Union civil aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia. The answer to this recalibration lies in the national
water grid, and the Interlinking of Rivers (ILR) programme. The national
water grid is the network of canals and dams to be constructed under
the ILR programme, which seeks to sustainably divert water from
regions with rivers having excess water to deficient geographies. -sp20



With agricultural,
economic, strategic,

and sociological benefits,
the national water grid
can help India tapinto
its full potential as an
economic powerhouse
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India. Hence, itis vital for the govern-

ment to work towards comprehen-

sively overhauling the existing water

infrastructure of the nation, thereby

recalibrating it with India’s needs in
the 21st century.

The answer ta this recalibration
lies n the national water grid, and the
Interlinking of Rivers (ILR) pro-
gramme, making them perhaps the
most important need of the nation at
this hour, The question that arises at
this stage is: What is a national water
grid? The national water grid is the
network of canals and dams to be
constructed under the ILR pro-
gramme of the Government of India,
which seeks to sustainably divert
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[nterlinking rivers to
achieve atmanirbharta

water from regions with rivers having
excess water to geographies deficient
in this natural resource. The [LR pro-
gramme received an impetus during
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government's tenure, under
Prime Minister (PM) Atal Bihari Vaj-

payee.

Anintricate web of a comprehen-
sive policy involving various minis-
tries is required to be created to
implement a project of the [LR's mag-
nitude, Federal sensibilities
must also be aceounted for
through forming a consen:
sus. The subtle art of poli-
cymaking needs to be
backed with resolute and
decisive leadership. This is
where the United Progres-
sive Alliance (UFA) govern-
ment was deficient, and
where PM Narendra Modi's
leadership has made a difference to
projects that long lay dormant
between 2004 and 2014.

Inless than fivemonths of the NDA
government’s swearing-in, a special
committee on LR, as per the direc-
tions of the Supreme Court, was con-
stituted by an order on September 23,
2014. The [LR has two components —
the Himalayan River Development
Component and the Peninsular Rivers
Development Component. The
National Water Development Agency
(NWDA) has already identified 14
links under the Himalayan Rivers
Component and 16 links under the
Peninsular Rivers Component, for
inter-basin transfer of water after
having conducted geographical and
topegraphical surveys with due dili

Jyotiraditya
Scindia

gence,

The benefits of the national water
grid have four distinct dimensions:
Agricultural, economic, strategic, and
sociological. On the economic front,
the interlinking project will enable
the production of 34,000 MW (mega-
watts) of energy, while curbing irriga-
tion shortages to 33 million hectares
of land. The benefis are sociological
too. Research by the World Bank
shows that halving the time required
to fetch water for house-
holds iereases school
attendance among girl
childrer by 24 percentage
points on average, with
the impact being far
greater in rural areas.
Thus, interlinking rivers,
by increasing water sup-
ply, invariably results in
WOmENs empowerment
—adream already being realised by
PM Modi's Ujjwala Yojana,

With our adversaries trying to dis-
rupt the natural flow of rivers in the
subcontinent by constructing dams,
the ILR programme will ensure a
safety net of water supply, if these for-
eign powers ever iry to divert the nat-
ural flow of our rivers. All four dimen-
sions are vital for the PM's vision of
ensuring an agtmanirbhar India —a
sell-reliant India that is under ne
compulsion to be dependent on the
world. Therefore, the ILR and the
national water gric are essential pol-
icy imperatives in tapping into India’s
full potential to grow as an economic
powerhouse.

The first chapter of this promising
success story is being authored by the

Itisvital for the government to work towards overhauling the existing water
infrastructure, recalibrating it with India's needs n the 21st century. The
answer to this recalibration lies in the national water grid, and the [ILR
programme, making them, perhaps, the most important need of the hour s

PM in the form of the Ken-Betwa
River Interlinking Project. The Cabi-
net, last Wednesday, under the PM's
direction, approved the funding and
implementation of this historic
preject, which has a total cost of Rs
44,605 crore, The governmentis com-
mitted to delivering on its promise of
the project’s completion in eight

years.

The project has far-reaching posi-
tive implications on the region that |
have the good fortune of calling my
janambhoomi (birthplace) and kar-
ambhoomi (workplace). The 13 dis-
ricts in the Bundelkhand-Chambal
belt bordering Madhya Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh have, for generations,
battled withering drought. For gener-
ations, despite promises by successive
governments, this region had
remained neglected.

With PM Modi at the helm of
affairs, the project has been infused
with renewed vigour, Statistics from
the jal shakti ministry underline that
the project will realistically provide
irrigation to 1(.62 lakh hectares of
barren farmlands, and provide safe
drinking water to about six million
pecple. The benefits also extend to
industry and the power secter, with
infrastructure providing for the gen-
eration of 103 MW of hydropower and
27 MW of solar pewer.

PM Modi is committed to making
India a geopolitical power, self-reliant
and strong, A new dawn awaits Mad-
hya Pradesh, and, in turn, India.

Jyotiraditya Seindia is the Union
minister for civil aviation and a senior
Teader of the Bheratiye Janato Party
The views expressed are personal
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[rrigation scheme with
R93k-cr outlay cleared

NEW DELHI: The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs
chaired by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Wednesday
approved implementation of the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sincha-
yee Yojana for 2021-26 with an
outlay of 93,068 crore, which
would benefit about 2.2 million
farmers, including 250,000
scheduled caste and 200,000
scheduled tribe farmers, an offi-
cial government statement said.

Launched in 2015, the PMKSY
is an umbrella scheme, provid-

ing central grants to state gov-
ernments for specific activities.

The CCEA approved central
support of 237,454 crore to
states and 3¥20,434.56 crore of
debt servicing for loans availed
by the government of India for
irrigation development during
PMEKSY 2016-21.

Moreover, a central fund of
90% of water components has
also been provisioned for Renu-
kaji dam project (Himachal Pra-
desh) and Lakhwar multipur-
pose project (Uttarakhand). »pa
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{ CABINET DECISIONS }

93k-crirrigation plan to aid farmers gets nod

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)
chaired by Prime Minisier Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday approved
implementation of the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
(PMKSY) for 2021-26 with an out-
lay of 393,068 crore, which would
benefit about 2.2 million farmers,
including 250,000 scheduled caste
and 200,000 scheduled tribe farm-
ers, an official statement by the
government said.

Launched in 2015, the PMKSY is
an umbrella scheme, providing
central grants fo state govern-
ments for specific activities. These
consist of two major components
by the department of water
resources, river development and
(Ganga rejuvenation— Accelerated
Irrigation Benefits Programme
(AIBP) and Har Khet Ko Pani
(HKKP), the statement said. The
HKKP, in turn, consists of four
sub-components — command
area development (CAD), surface
minor irrigation (SMI), repair, ren-
ovation and restoration (RRR) of
water bodies, and ground water
development, it said. In addition,
the watershed development part is
being implemented by the depart-
ment of land resources.

The CCEA on Wednesday
approved central support of
137454 crore to states and
32043456 crore of debt servicing
for loans availed by the govern-
ment of India for irrigation devel-
opment during PMKSY 2016-21.
AIBP and HKKP and watershed
development components have

The PMKSY isan umbrella scheme, providing central grantsto
state governments for specific activities

been approved for continuation
during 2021-26, the official state-
ment said.

The AIBP {lagship programme
aims to provide financial support
to irrigation projects. “Total addi-
tional irrigation potential creation
targeted during 2021-26 under
AIBP is 13.88 lakh hectare. Apart
from focused completion of 60
ongoing projects, including their
3023 1akh hectare command area
development, additional prejects
can also be taken up. The inclusion
criteria have been relaxed for pro-
jects under tribal and drought
prone areas,” read the official
statement by the CCEA.

Moreover, a central fund of 90%
of water components has also
been provisioned for two national
projects: Renukaji dam project
{Himachal Pradesh) and Lakhwar
multipurpose project (Uttara-
khand).

“The two projects will provide
beginning of storage in Yamuna

basin benefitting six states of
upper Yamuna besin, augmenting
water supply to Delhi as well Him-
achal Pradesh, Utlarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, and Rajasthan
and a major step towards rejuve-
nation of Yamuna,” the govern-
ment said in the statement.

HKKP aims to enhance physical
access on the farm and expansion
of cultivable areas under assured
irrigation, the statement read.
“Under HKKP, surface minor irri-
gation and repair-renovation-res-
toration of water bodies compo-
nent of PMKSY is targeted to pro-
vide additional 4.5 lakh hectare
frrigation,” it said.

In view of the importance of
rejuvenation of water bodies, the
cabinet has approved a paradigm
shift in funding of their rejuvena-
tion in both urban and rural areas,
with significant expansion of their
inclusion criteria, and enhance-
ment of central assistance from
25% to60% in general area, it said.
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Centre allocates
393,000cr for top
irrigation plan &
2 hydro projects

New Delhi: The Cabinet on
Wednesday approved an outlay
of over Rs93,000crorefor itson-
going flagship {rrigation
scheme — Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yolana
(PMKSY)— for 2021-26 and cen-
tral grant of 90% for two na-
tlonal projects — Renukajldam
project, Himachal and Lakh-
war multipurpose project, Ut-
tarakhand — which would pro-
vide storage benefltting six
states/UT Including Delhl, UP,
Haryana, and Rajasthan.
These projects are consid-
ered quite critical for water
supply to Delhi and other par-
ticipating states. Besldes aug-
menting water supply in six
states/UTs, Including annual
supply of 498 million cubic me-
ters (MCM)for Delhi, these pro-
Jects would also provide irriga-
tion benefits and hydro-power.
Both the projects, cleared
in2018-19, are key components
of the Yamuna rejuvenation
programme through ensur-
ing uninterrupted water flow
In theriver. “Twenty-two lakh
farmers would be benefitted
from these projects, It willalso
glve a new life to the river Ya-
muna,” sald ‘Jal Shakti’ min-
ister Gajendra Singh Shekha-
wat while sharing detalls of
the Cabinet decision.
Launched in 2015, the
PMKSY Isanumbrella scheme,
providing central grants to the
states for specific activities, mn
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Sinchayee Yojana
for ’21-26 cleared

Outlay of Rs. 93,068 crore, including
Rs.37.454 cr central assistance to States

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
on Wednesday approved imple-
mentation of the Pradhan Man-
tri Krishi Sinchayee Yojna' for
2021-26 that has a provision to
fund 90 per cent of the water
component for the Renukaji
and Lahkwar dams which would
eventually improve water sup-
ply to Delhi. The implementa-
tion has been approved with
an outlay of Rs.93,068 crore.
The CCEA authorised central
support of Rs.37,454 crore to
States and Rs.20,434.56 crore of
debt servicing for loan availed
by Government of India for
irrigation development during
PMKSY 2016-21.

The scheme, an official state-
ment said, would benefit about
22 lakh farmers, including 2.5
lakh scheduled caste and two
lakh scheduled tribe farmers.
"Central funding of 90 per cent
of water component for two
national projects, namely Renu-
kaji Dam Project (Himachal
Pradesh) and Lakhwar Multi-
purpose Project (Uttarakhand)
has been provisioned," it said.

“The two projects would
provide beginning of storage
in Yamuna basin, benefitting
six states of upper Yamuna
basin, augmenting water sup-
ply to Delhi as well as Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Rajast-
han, and a major step towards
rejuvenation of the Yamuna,”
the statement said.

It also mentioned the central
government's flagship Accel-
erated Irrigation Benefit Pro-
gramme (AIBP) and stated that
it aims for financial support to
irrigation projects. The total
additional irrigation potential
creation targeted during 2021-
26 under the AIBP is 13.88
lakh hectare, and apart from
focused completion of 60 ongo-

REPRESENTATIVE PHOTO

Highlights

» ‘The scheme would benefit about 22L farmers, including
2.5L scheduled caste and 2L scheduled tribe farmers'

» Scheme to fund 90% of water component for Renukaiji
and Lahkwar dams which would improve supply to Delhi

» 2 projects would provide beginning of storage in Yamuna

basin

» The total additional irrigation potential creation targeted
during 2021-26 under the AIBP is 13.88 lakh hectare

» On the Har Khet Ko Pani (HKKP) programme, the
statement said that ‘it aims for increasing enhancement of
physical access on the farm and expansion of cultivable
area under assured irrigation’

ing projects, including their
30.23 lakh hectare command
area development, additional
projects can also be taken up,
the statement said.

The inclusion criteria have
been relaxed for projects under
tribal and drought prone areas.

On the Har Khet Ko Pani
(HKKP) programme, the
statement said that "it aims
for increasing enhancement
of physical access on the farm
and expansion of cultivable area
under assured irrigation”,

Under the HKKP, surface
minor irrigation and repair-
renovation-restoration  of
water bodies components of
the Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchayee Yojna (PMKSY) is
targeted to provide additional
4.5 lakh hectare irrigation, the
statement said. In view of the

importance of rejuvenation of
water bodies, the Cabinet has
approved a paradigm shift in
funding of their rejuvenation in
both urban and rural areas, with
significant expansion of their
inclusion criteria, and enhance-
ment of central assistance from
25 to 60 per cent in general
areas, it said.

The statement said the
ground water component of
the HKKP, approved provision-
ally for 2021-22, targets cre-
ation of irrigation potential of
1.52 lakh hectare. The water-
shed development component
focuses on development of rain-
fed areas towards soil and water
conservation, regeneration of
ground water, arresting runoff
and promoting extension activi-
ties related to water harvesting
and management.



LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday told Kerala and Tamil
Nadu to not approach the
court for every issue regard-
ing the Mullaperiyar dam,
urging them to behave like
normal litigants and not use
the court as a platform to
score political brownie
points.

A Bench led by Justice
AM. Khanwilkar said the
States should approach the
Mullaperiyar issue in a dis-
passionate manner and take
decisions in a consensual
manner. It reminded the two
neighbours that the Su-
preme Court should not be
compelled into the day-to-
day management of the
dam. The court’s stern
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Be dispassionate on Mullaperiyar: SC

‘Court should not be compelled into the day-to-day management of the dam’

Dam tussle: Water being released from the Mullaperiyar dam

in Kerala on November 18. «fiLe pHoTO

words came after Kerala filed
an application complaining
that Tamil Nadu was releas-
ing water from the dam in
the middle of the night with-
out any prior warning, en-
dangering the lives of thou-
sands living downstream,

unaware in their sleep of the
danger to their lives. Kerala
said Tamil Nadu should in-
form 24 hours before open-
ing the shutters to release
water.

The court said the State
should first approach the Su-

pervisory Committee consti-
tuted on the orders of the
court to hear such grievanc-
es. The court said it was up
to the Supervisory Commit-
tee to consider the need for
the release of water from the
dam, and when or how it
should be released.

“But every activity should
be consensual and the com-
mittee will take a decisio-
n...your [Kerala’s] represen-
tative is also there,” Justice
Khanwilkar addressed Mr.
Gupta. “All political state-
ments are being made here
and such statements cannot
be made in court. Let there
be a dispassionate ap-
proach,” he remarked.

It posted on January 11 a
batch of petitions raising sa-
fety concerns over the dam.
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Nod to extend irrigation

scheme for five years
Only 46% of PMKSY projects completed

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Cabinet has given its ap-
proval to extend its umbrel-
la scheme for irrigation, wa-
ter supply, ground water
and watershed develop-
ment projects for another
five years.

Less than half of the iden-
tified irrigation projects
have been completed since
the scheme — Pradhan Man-
tri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
(PMKSY) — began in 2015,
according to Jal Shakti Mi-
nister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat.

The extension of PMKSY
till 2026 will cost 93,068
crore, benefit 22 lakh farm-

ers and fund dams critical
for water supply to Delhi
and five other States in the
upper Yamuna basin, said
an official statement from
the Cabinet Committee for
Economic Affairs.

“In 2015-16, 99 projects
were identified which were
completed more than 50%
but had been pending for
years. Of the 99 projects, 46
have been completed. The
rest of the projects will be
completed by 2024-25,” Mr.
Shekhawat told journalists
after the Cabinet decision.

The additional irrigation
potential creation target ov-
er the next five years is 13.88
lakh hectares.
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Prem Nath Pandey

Union ministers Gajendra Singh Shekhwat, Ashwini Vaishnaw and Anurag Thakur

CCEA nod to extension
of | irrigation scheme

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 15

THE UNION government Wednesday ap-
proved the extension of the Pradhan Mantri

Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) till 2026 —
amove expected to help fund irrigation proj-
ects that will increase water supply across
northern India, including in Delhi.

The approval for PMKSY —with an outlay
of Rs 93,068 crore — was granted for 2021-
26. PMKSY was first launched in 2015.

The decision was taken at the meeting of
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in Delhi.

“It has been decided to implement the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana and
its four components from 2021-22 to 2025-
26... This is a historic decision,” said Union

Minister for Information and Broadcasting
Anurag Thakur, at a press briefing in Delhi.

"Central funding of 90 per cent of water
component for two national projects, namely
Renukaji Dam Project (Himachal Pradesh)
and Lakhwar Multipurpose Project
(Uttarakhand) has been provisioned. The
two projects would provide beginning of
storage in Yamuna basin benefitting six
states of upper Yamuna basin, augmenting
water supply to Delhi as well Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, UP, Haryana and
Rajasthan, and a major step towards rejuve-
nation of Yamuna,” a statement said.

Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said the Lakhwar dam project on
Yamuna river, was conceptualised in 1976.
He said that an area of 13.81 lakh hectare will
bebroughtunderirrigation after completion
of the two dams. FULLREPORTON



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune- 16- December-2021

CM: Centre has okayed
Renukaji dam project

SHIMLA, DECEMBER 15

The Union Government
today approved the Renuka-
ji dam project as part of the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sin-
chayee Yojana (PMKSY) at a
Cabinet meeting held in
New Delhi, said Chief Minis-
ter Jai Ram Thakur.

He said that the detailed
project report (DPR) for Rs
4,596.76 crore was accepted
in 2015, but as there was no
agreement between the ben-
eficiary states, the project
could not be taken forward.

Thakur said that Delhi,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh, signed
an interstate agreement on

Work to start in
Dec 2022, to be
completed in 6 yrs

January 9, 2019. Later, the
Ministry of Jal Shakti accept-
ed the DPR for Rs 6,946.99
crore on December 9, 2019,

The Chief Minister said
that the project envisages
the construction of a 148-
metre high rock fill dam
with storage capacity of 498
million cubic metres, which
would be used for supply-
ing drinking water @ 23
cubic metres per second to
the National Capital Territo-
ry of Delhi—TNS
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