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Drive to clean Yamuna floodplains from today

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena will
launch an intensive operation
to clean the Yamuna flood-
plains, involving Territorial
Army personnel on Thursday.

According to a statement
issued by Raj Niwas, a 94-
member company of the
Territorial Army wilf be draft-
ed to ensure ground level
enforcement and monitoring of
all untrapped drains and sub-
drains 1II1Ja1. pollute the river.
The second meeting of the

“High Level Committee (HLC)
on Rejuvenation of River
Yamuna', was held on Tuesday
wherein the L-G reviewed the
progress of works and the

Action Taken Report (ATR)
with regards to trapping of
drains, de-silting of sewers,
status of Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs) and Common
Effluent Treatment Plants
(CETPs), redevelopment of
Yamuna Floodp ains and penal
action against water polluting
industries for violation, among
others.

The cleanirg and rejuve-
nation work in the Yamuna and
its floodplains has picked up
within last one month, said the
statement. In a meeting of the
committee on Tuesday, the LG

was informed by officials that
13 sub-drains of Najafgarh
Drain were fully trapped and
3.03 km of trunk/peripheral
sewer lines were completely
desilted since January 20 when
the panel met for the first
time. In an inspection of 88
industrial units during the
period, water and power con-
nection of 12 polluting units
were cul and a penalty of Rs 53
lakh was imposed. The officials
informed the LG that so far, a
17-km stretch of Najafgarh
Drain has been cleaned.
Trapping of three untrapped

major drains - Barapullah
Drain, Maharani Bagh Drain,
Mori Gate Drain - will be
completed by September 2023,
This will check the flow of
48.14 MGD of sewage into the
Yamuna, officials intormed.

Under the Interceptor
Sewer Projects (ISP), 76
untrapped sub-drains — 44
sub-drains of Najafgarh Drain,
two [alling into Sllm.hdara Drrain
and 30 sub-drains of
Supplementary Drains — will
be completely trapped by
September 2023, the officials
assured the LG,
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