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‘BRS Turned Blind Eye To RLIS’ B Min Claims Level-Playing Field For Investors B ‘Free Bus Raised Endowment Revenue’

CM Blames KCR For ‘Injustice’ In Krishna Water Share

Koride.Mahesh
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: The state assem-
bly witnessed a war of words
between ruling Congress and
BRS over alleged handing
over of irrigation projects to
Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB) and also Te-
langana’s share in Krishna
waters.

Speaking in the assembly
on Friday, chief minister A
Revanth Reddy blamed the
previous BRS govt for doing
injustice to Telanganaonsha-
ring of Krishna water. He sa-
id former CM K Chandrasek-
har Rao accepted 299 tmeft of
water for Telangana and 512
tmeft to Andhra Pradesh,
which was incorporated in
AP Reorganisation Act, 2014.

“BRS MP Nama Nageswa-
ra Rao raised a question in
Lok Sabha over Krishna wa-
ters. The Centre replied that
the previous BRS govt signed
accepting 512 tmeft to AP and
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299 tmcft to Telangana in va-
rious meetings since 2014,”
Revanth said while reading
out the reply by the Centre on
Krishna waters. He said BRS
had completely surrendered

Telangana’s interests to
KRMBand AP,
The CM said the previous

BRS govt did not bat an evelid
when AP govt began const-
ructing Rayalaseema Lift Ir-
rigation Scheme (RLIS) to
draw 8 tmeft and Pothireddy-
padu Head Regulator. “While
AP made plans to draw 12
tmeft of water every day, our
projects in Telangana cannot
draw even 2 tmeft,” he said.
Revanth alleged that an agre-
ement on RLIS was reached
during KCR-YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy meeting in Hyderabad
afew yearsago.

BRS MP Nama Nagesw.
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e Despite AP cops entering
Nagarjuna Sagar project,
previous BRS govt didn’t do
anything initially, CM says

ara Rao raised a question in Lok Sabha over

BRS GAVE AWAY T TO KRMB & AP: CM

@ CM Revanth says previous BRS govt
did not bat an eyelid when AP govt
began constructing Rayalaseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme to draw 8 tmcft

@ Says BRS had
surrendered
Telangana's interests
to KRMB and AP
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Krishna waters. The Centre replied that the previous BRS govt signed
accepting 512 tmcft to AP and 299 tmcft to Telangana in various meetings since
2014 — Revanth Reddy | cHier miniSTER

The CM said despite AP
cops entering Nagarjuna Sa-
gar project inside Telanga-
na's territory, the previous
BRS govt didn’t do anything
and finally, CRPF protection
isbeing given to the project.

He said opposition parties
shouldjoinhands with theru-
ling party if there are issues
pertaining to inter-state mat-
ters. He advised BRS leaders

tostage adharna in Delhi.
Both irrigation minister
N Uttam Kumar Reddy and
ex-minister T Harish Rao we-
re involved in an argument
over KRMB issue. Harish Rao
said after just two meetings
with Union Jal Shakti mini-
stry and KRMB, the Congress
govt had agreed to hand over
Krishna projects to KRMB.
He wondered why CRPF was

stationed at Nagarjuna Sagar.

Uttam said the state govt
would not hand over the pro-
jects to KRMB. He said in me-
etings with the Centre and
KRMB, Telangana irrigation
secretary had objected to the
proposal and asked for status
quo. Uttam requested spea-
ker Gaddam Prasada Rao to
allow a special discussion on
irrigation.
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Mallanna Sagar
in seismic zone,
Tignored NGRI
reports in 2020

Koride.Mahesh
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: In a significant
observation, CAG said Mal-
lanna Sagar reservoir was
located in a seismic zone and
there was a deep-seated ver-
tical fault in the reservoir si-
te. The National Geophysi-
cal Research Institute,
which had submitted a preli-
minary report on Mallanna
Sagar to the irrigation de-
partment in Dec 2020, said
detailed studies need to be
done as earthquakes in uni-
ted Andhra Pradesh and Ma-
harashtra’s Latur caused da-
mage to structures in Te-
langana region.

“In June 1983, Medchal
area experienced an earth-
guakeof 4.9magnitude. This
earthquake had a depth of
more than 15 km and was felt
significantly up toadistance
of 200 km because of its de-
ep-seated origin,” CAG said.

Earthquake epicentre

It added that the epicent-
re distance of this earthqua-
ke is about 20 km from the
Mallanna Sagar reservoir si-
te. CAG said the irrigation
department approached
NGRIin Aug2016toget asite-
specific seismic study before
approval of the drawings for
the reservoir. But the irriga-
tion department awarded
the work to the contractor in
Dec 2017 and asked contrac-
tor to complete the work by
Dec 2020.

“Keeping in view of the
historical seismicity status
of theregion, an earthquake
of magnitude5ormore islik-
ely to cause damage to non-
engineered structures. Hen-
ce, any installation planned
should be in conformity to
withstand the levels of gro-
und shaking,” CAGsaid.

Despite the recommen-
dations of NGRI, the state
govt did not conduct any de-
tailed survey of the location
and went ahead with the
construction of Mallanna
Sagar, CAG added.
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